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0 begin a Paper with an apology is neither novel nor 
admirable, yet I feel that some apology is due for 
laying before a Literary and Scientific Society a 
Paper with so frivolous a title and such ill-assorted contents. 
The only possible excuse is, that to the intellectual as to the 
physical palate a change of diet may sometimes be accept- 
able, even though the change be from caviar to cabbage. 

The scheme of this Paper is simple almost to crudeness. It 
is to give some account of the more recent archaeological 
discoveries at Anuradhapura, and to describe one or two 
places and incidents which I have come across on circuit in 
the less beaten tracks of the North-Central Province, 

AnurXdhapura. 

It may be doubted whether there is anything much more 
exciting than the finding of a really fine archaeological 
treasure which has lain hid for many centuries. Mr. Wallace, 
in his ‘‘Malay Archipelago,” has described the hysterical 
4:8— -88 
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state, almost ending in a fainting fit, into which he was 
thrown by the discovery of a really new butterfly ; and 
though perhaps stone-hunting” may petrify the heart against 
such emotional expression, yet the sensation is somewhat akin. 

While carrying out some excavations on the Outer 
Circular road near the “Stone Canoe” in November last, we 
had the good fortune to dig up a magnificent stone, nearly 
square, and weighing some four or five tons, with sunk 
panelled mouldings to a depth of one and a quarter foot. 
As the stone had fallen on its face, the delicate lines of 
moulding proved to be almost as perfect as on the day 
they were carved. A little further search was rewarded 
by the discovery of two smaller stones of similar design, 
which exactly fitted on to either side of the centre piece; 
and it was then evident that the trio had formed an 
oblong canopy over some statue, or perhaps over a throne. 
When the centre piece was first discovered, the square 
impress of each of the pillars that supported it was plainly 
visible, as were the notches by which the masons had 
determined the square where each pillar was. to rest. In 
the centre of one of the longer sides we found what I 
believe is called by masons “the primary mark,” from which 
all the other measurements are taken. In this case it bore a 
very fair resemblance to the familiar “ broad arrow.” The 
pillars were discovered at some little distance from the 
canopy, at a depth of about four feet below the surface, and by 
degrees a series of oblong slabs were turned up, each bearing 
ab old fresco of peculiar design, which ran along, and were 
keyed into, the upper rim of the canopy. Finally, the site of 
the building was found about two feet down. The sub- 
sidence of the ground had displaced some of its pavement 
stones, but the general shape and the measurements left no 
doubt of its identity. 

Now came the task of restoring the canopy as nearly as 
possible to its former condition. The combinedV^igiit of the 
three roof -stones may be put at about fifteen tons ; the pillars 
were ten feet high. We had no appliances whatsoever but an 
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old bit of chaiB, and oxir only “skilled labour” consisted of 
a Qonyict who was said to have been a mason before be took 
to tbe more profitable pursuits of a burglar. So we bad to 
set to work in truly native fasbion. Fixing tbe eight pillars 
in three feet of concrete and cement, we filled up the space 
between them with earth, just leaving tbe tops of tbe pillars 
visible. A. sloping platform of earth, from tbe tops of tbe 
pillars to tbe ground level, was then made, and up this, with 
considerable difficulty, tbe heavy roof-stones were prized 
with wooden levers and rollers; and it was a gratifying 
moment when the last roller was knocked out, and tbe stones 
allowed to drop upon their allotted resting-places. Tbe slabs 
of tbe frieze were then put in position, tbe earth cut away, 
and the restoration complete. 

Further excavations revealed no less than three large stone 
sannas — one quite perfect, tbe other two more or less 
mutilated — and also a very perfect specimen of a T6ga stone 
with twenty-five squares. These stones, of which four 
specimens have been discovered, appear to have been always 
placed near some shrine of peculiar sanctity and importance. 
They were used by the Y6gis, or Mystics, for purposes of 
abstract meditation, and the number of squares with which 
each stone was provided had a mystic signification : nine, for 
instance, representing the nine gates of the body. These 
squares were filled with certain prescribed ingredients, and 
the devotee whose contemplation of them was sufficiently 
abstracted and prolonged, was rewarded at last by discerning 
a faint flicker of the light in the centre square, which 
gradually expanded and increased until the whole of the 
heaven above and the earth beneath was revealed to him. 
But perhaps, after all, the most striking point elucidated by 
the operations at the stone canopy was the extraordinary depth 
to which it was necessary to go before reaching natural soil. 
Dig as deep as you might, there were still tiles, bricks, 
broken chatties, and stone fragments, hearing strange testi- 
mony to the vast size and dense population of the buried 
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A careful exploration of the jungles on the opposite side 
of the road to the stone canoe led to some very satisfactory 
“finds.” Besides a multitude of stone pillars, stairways, and 
^okimuy too indefinite to describe, a very large sedent statue 
of Buddha was uncovered, in excellent preservation, with 
the exception of the forearms, which are missing. A smaller 
sedent limestone figure, seated at right angles to it, was 
also discovered, but terribly mutilated. The deeply worn 
hollows in the “kneeling-stone” at its base perhaps attest its 
sanctity and account for its mutilation. A little further on 
the extreme tip of a large dvdra^dla^ or “door-guardian 
stone,” and a small square pillar, protruded above the surface. 

Curiosity, excited by the size of the dvdrapdla^ prompted 
excavation, which resulted in the unearthing of a magni- 
ficent staircase, unrivalled in the ruins for completeness and 
size, leading to the platform of a large Vihdra, of which the 
outer boundary wall is almost perfect. One of the “ door- 
guardian stones ” had fallen headlong, and was buried seven 
feet or eight feet deep, but when it was at length raised 
into position it proved to be the most perfect specimen yet 
discovered. It measures 4 ft. 6 in. high by 2 ft. 3 in. wide 
inside the frame, the total length of the stone being 6 ft. 
The tip of the nose is broken, otherwise it is as perfect as 
on the day when it was carved. On either side of the 
landing-stone at the top of the stairs two oblong slabs are let 
in, which are carved exactly to represent the sides of a couch, 
and are hollowed to receive the back of a man in a sitting 
posture. Mr. Wrightson of the Public Works Depart- 
ment calculates that the landing-stone by itself weighs 
about sixteen tons. The ’whole of the staircase (which has 
also a fine “moonstone”) is in solid granite, the outer 
sides terminating in bold ogee moulding. This moulding 
is continued in brickwork coated with chunam the whole 
way round the outer wall of the platform, which measures 
85 ft. by 68 ft. ; the brick moulding is based on a square 
stone pediment. Very little trace of the flooring of the 
platform is left, and most of the huge pillars have been 
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broken, but near the soutbern boundary, and exactly 
opposite to tbe great staircase, a Ydga stone with twenty- 
five squares has been uncovered, still in its original position, 
surrounded by a broad pavement of planed granite. Besides 
a considerable quantity of iron clamps and nails, pieces of 
mica and basketfuls of dumynala (which I believe to be 
a species of sandarac, and which is still used here for 
sacrificial purposes), two copper nails and a few small pieces 
of copper were found here at a depth of three feet to five 
feet, but not in the least corroded — a fact I am unable to 
explain unless by the extreme purity of the copper. I also 
found two round pieces of the blue glass decorated with 
a spiral groove, and apparently fragments of a necklace, and 
also some very thin fragments of green glass, which seemed 
to be the remains of a small vase or box. The large Viliara 
has four smaller annexes at its four corners, with stairways 
facing each other. 

Still deeper in the jungle another large Vihdra was dis- 
covered. When the trees and underwood that entombed it 
were at length cleared away, several pillars of great beauty 
were brought to light. They are monoliths, with highly 
decorated capitals, 10 ft. 6 in. in height, while the width of 
each side of the pillars is ft, Excavations are still going 
on here, as I have failed at present to discover the staircase 
which must have led to this beautiful shrine, owing to the 
vast accumulation of earth and tiles round it. In the centre 
of the building a “ kneeling-stone ” — a granite fald-stool — has 
been unearthed, one side being decorated with the familiar 

dwarf -and-pillar” ornament. 

About two hundred yards to the east of this shrine I dis- 
covered still another Vihdra, which differs in design from all 
those previously exposed to view. The platform is, as nearly 
as possible, 38 ft. square. Three rows of beautiful monolithic 
pillars, with delicately carved capitals, run from east to west 
along the two sides of the platform, leaving a blank space 
in the middle, and I have little doubt that they supported a 
pagoda, or dome-shaped roof, and represent the only instance 
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of this kind of roof at present discovered in Anuradhapura. 
The pillars are much longer and thinner in the shaft than 
those described last, standing, on an average, twelve feet 
out of the ground. The whole building is in the most 
picturesque state of ruin conceivable. The long graceful 
pillars slope in every direction ; the moulded granite base- 
ment heaves and undulates as though from the shock of a 
great earthquake ; the fine ‘‘ moonstone,” and every step of the 
decorated staircase, is cracked right in half ; broken pillars, 
portions of the flooring, fragments of the frieze, lie about in 
wild confusion ; while the deep russet of the felled jungle, 
and the brilliant background of dense foliage and fantastic 
creepers, lend colour to the scene, and complete a striking 
picture of gorgeous desolation. I have succeeded in unearth- 
ing some portions of a frieze which must have surmounted 
the moulding of the platform : lions and grotesque men in 
very high relief figure on it in alternate panels, and it bears 
a strong resemblance to the frieze that surrounds the Wafa 
Ddge at Polonnaruwa, but I do not know whether the resem- 
blance may be taken as a fair criterion of the date of this 
building. 

I would further mention two other discoveries made still 
more recently. One is of a Vihdra and Ddgaba near the 
Gal-^ge on the La^karama road. The Vihdra is remarkable 
for its doorway, which is composed of two solid upright 
slabs of granite, standing about 5 ft. apart, each measur- 
ing about 8 ft. in height by 3 ft. 8 in. wide, and 5 in. 
thick. The platform and the mouldings on its outer wall 
are fairly perfect, and it has four annexes at its four corners, 
the dvdrapdla^ “moonstone,” and steps of each annexe 
being elaborately carved. The Ddgala is at present a grass- 
covered mound, but I hope to cut a trench through the 
debris that covers it, and see what time and Tamils have left 
of the original structure. 

To the north-west of the Kuttani Pohuna a square 
PohuTia of similarly elaborate workmanship has been found. 
The sides are lined with long smooth slabs of granite, 
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arranged in tiers, and a long stone water-pipe projects into 
it, supported on a very grotesque and obese figure. Near it 
a very curious inscription was found, in a character 
unknown to me. A careful copy has been taken of it, 
and forwarded to the Colonial Secretary. Two other exca- 
vations are also being carried on. Out of the fiive so-called 
Pavilions ” on the Outer Circular road, two are being carefully 
cleared. It is hoped that when all the scattered stones are 
fairly exposed to view, a good many of the staircases, door- 
ways, bathing-chambers, &c., may be replaced and revealed, 
and a better idea be gained of the details of these ancient 
palaces ; but of course no restoration will be undertaken 
which is in any way doubtful or “original.” Also the 
deiris which entirely covers the eastern chapel of the 
Alhayagiri Ddgaia is being removed, and* a trench is being 
cut inwards towards the bell of the Ddgaia, No doubt the 
chapel will prove to be in ruins, but the prospect of recover- 
ing some remnants similar to the magnificent fragments 
that mark the sites of the other three chapels makes it weU 
worth while to prosecute the search. 

At the risk of being wearisome, I must briefly describe 
two other “finds” of some interest. In the jungle 
not far from the Thiipdrdina^ I came across a curious 
stone, which has been identified as a pandu-oruwa^ or dye- 
ing vessel. It is an oblong stone, about 5 ft. in length 
and ft. thick. At one end there is a deep circular hollow, 
narrowing towards the bottom ; the outer rim of the upper 
lip being decorated with the lotus-leaf pattern. At the 
opposite end of the stone an oblong raised platform is cut, 
and its edges moulded. The stone was apparently used 
exclusively for the dyeing of priests’ robes. The 
or “ dye,” was poured into the hollow, and the robes, after 
being thoroughly soaked in it, were laid out upon the little 
platform, and the dye worked into them with wooden 
pounders and rollers. The paridu appears to have been 
made by boiling the following ingredients either (i.), the 
heart of the kos-gaha (Artocarpt^s integrifolia) with the 
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leaves of tlie kora-haha (Memecylon umbellatum) and of the 
bdmbu (Symplocos spicata and the heart of the ahu tree 
(Morinda citrifolia) ; or (ii.),the flowers of the tree 

(Nyctanthes arbor-trisUs) — ^this is supposed to make the 
choicest pandu; or (iii.)> the wood of the timbol^ a large 
thorny creeper ; or (iv.), the heart of the milla ( Vitex altis- 
sima), with ashes made by burning the wood of the kebella 
tree (Aporosa Lindleyana). 

In the banks of a channel recently cut I have found a 
large collection of ancient roof -tiles, thickly coated with blue 
enamel or glaze. None are absolutely perfect, though many 
are very nearly so. One fragment is coated with white 
enamel, the only specimen I have seen of this colour, while 
another has evidently been thickly gilded, and still bears 
very perceptible traces of its gold coating. All the blue tiles 
were found in one spot, about seven feet deep, and even the 
offer of a reward has failed to elicit any more specimens. 

From such authorities as I have been able to consult on the 
subject of enamelled or glazed tiles, I gather that glazes 
having the composition of good enamels were manufactured 
at a very early date. Excellent glazes are still preserved on 
some of the bricks which have been referred to the eighth or 
seventh centuries B.c, Nor should we forget the glazed 
slipper-shaped cofSns which occur in great numbers at Warka, 
— probably the ancient TJr of the Chaldees, — and are referred 
to the Sassanian period. The glazes on the Babylonian 
bricks were examined by Dr. Percy, who found that the 
base was a soda glass or silicate of sodium, rendered opaque 
in some specimens by the presence of stannic oxide, or 
coloured blue in others by means of silicate of copper asso- 
ciated with the sodic silicate. Glazes of a similar character 
were also manufactured by the Egyptians as early as the sixth 
dynasty. Separate figures, &c., were produced in a substance 
which has been miscalled porcelain, and which is in fact a 
frit coated with various coloured glazes, of which the most 
common is a fine celestial blue colour. This colour is due 
to the presence of a double silicate of copper and sodium. 
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Now I cannot help thinking that some interesting links 
with other civilisations might be discovered by a careful 
analysis of the glaze on these Anuradhapura tiles. I would 
call attention to the fact that the prevailing colour in these, 
■as in the Egyptian tiles, is blue ; and perhaps the various 
pieces of pure copper which we have found in the course of 
our excavations may have a close connection with that colour. 
But I must leave such a subject in the hands of more 
scientific investigators than myself. 

One or two minor details remain to be mentioned. A 
great deal of old iron has been found, — ^mostly in the form of 
nails, clamps, and bolts, — proving, I think clearly, that most 
of these stone pillars bore superstructures, and that the 
superstructures were of timber. The only articles of domestic 
use I have found are two old keti^ a pair of long iron 
scissors of a peculiar design, and one leg of an iron arecanut- 
cutter, ornamented with the head of a mythical beast. 

There is an old Italian saying, that the safest time to turn 
heretic is when the Pope is dying. Perhaps it may appear to 
be somewhat on the same principle that, in connection with 
the carvings and buildings we have been discussing this 
evening, I venture to suggest a theory to which I know that 
our President, of whom we are to take regretful leave to- 
night, will not agree. But I cannot help thinking that it is 
just iiossible that the Tamil invader, who is generally looked 
upon as a mere iconoclast, was both the artist who designed 
and the workman who carried out the patterns and mould- 
ings of the Great City. Of course one would like to believe 
that these delicate and chaste designs were the spontaneous 
outcome of the artistic Aryan mind, and spread from the 
cities of the Aryan invaders in Ceylon to the dark Dravidian 
continent, its neighbour on the north. Mr. Phoebus, the 
prophet of Aryan principles in Disraeli’s Lothair,” did not 
care for the political or commercial consequences of the Suez . 
Canal, but was glad that a natural division should be 
established between the greater races and the Ethiopian. It 
might not lead to any considerable result, but it asserted a 
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principle. He looked upon that trench as a protest.” In the 
same way, there are many followers of Mr, Phoehns who 
looked upon the Palk Strait and the Gulf of Mannar as a 
protest, a watery intervention between the Tamil iconoclast 
and the Aryan artist. I confess that my own view of the 
matter is different, though an Aryan fellow-feeling makes 
me hope that the arguments which weigh with me will be 
successfully demolished. They are these : — 

1. Failing evidence to the contrary (and I submit that 
there is none trustworthy), the natural hypothesis to form' 
concerning the architectural and artistic ideas which are 
realised in stone at Anuradhapura is that they gradually 
travelled down from north to south, and so were imported 
into the Island from the extremity of the continent, and not 
vice versa, 

2. Unless we are to believe in the mystical flight through 
the air of the great missionary Mahindo*, the assumption is 
that he travelled through the south of India to Ceylon, 
carrying with him reminiscences of the sacred edifices he 
had seen in his native land and on his journey, which he 
persuaded his insular converts to imitate, and perhaps 
surpass, for the honour and glory of Buddha. 

3. If we may trust the “ Mahawayso,” we know as a fact 
that the early Eajas all sought their wives from Southern 
India, that the Tamil Elala reigned peaceably for 44 years, 
that the great Polonnaruwa monarch, Parakrama Bahu, 
imported Tamil artificers to carve his temples, and, as a 
pretty certain inference, that the early religion of the Island 
was Hinduism. 

4. Nearly all the religious emblems are plainly imported, 
and not originally representations of local animals and ideas. 
The conventional rendering of the horse, the lion, the bull, 
and probably of the goose, must have travelled southward 
from the continent ; while the dvdrapdla or door-guardians, 
the makara toran and the frescoes ;at the Isurumuniya 
Temple are obviously of Hindiiistic origin. 

5. The interesting ruins thirty-five miles south of Madras, 
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kno'wn as ‘‘the Seven Pagodas” (so called on the lucm a non 
lucendo principle, because they are nine in number), which 
are of unknown ahtiquity, present so many strong points of 
resemblance to the sculptures of Anurddhapura that I am 
surprised they have not been more dwelt upon. There are 
to be seen the same stairways, with highly mythical animals 
forming the balustrades ; the same “door-guardians,” in the 
same saltatory attitude ; there is the familiar fiute-player of 
Isurumimiya (an incarnation of the Hindu Mercury), and 
the squat, obese figures with a half-fractious expression, 
looking like Falstaff after he had swallowed his halfpenny 
worth of bread. There is a roof precisely the same as that of 
the newly-discovered stone canopy ; a stone bull, which is 
own brother to the Anuradhapura bull with the prolific 
reputation ; a wall with a bold frieze of elephants and lions, 
closely resembling the elephant wall that surrounds the 
Ruwamoeliseya ; and many other minor likenesses too 
numerous to detail. If my previous arguments are of any 
value, they go to prove that Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa 
are more or less replicas of “the Seven Pagodas” and similar 
Indian shrines. 

My Paper has already run to such a length that I must 
reserve for a future occasion several subjects that I meant to 
touch upon. But I should like to add a word of admiration 
for the monolithic statue of Buddha at Sasseruwa, which I 
visited on my last circuit. It is a thousand pities that it is not 
in a more accessible situation, for it is difficult to conceive 
a more impressive image. Mr. Wrightson succeeded in 
measuring it, and found it to be of exactly the same height 
as the Aukana Buddha, viz., 39 ft. 6 in., but the rock from 
which it is carved is of far more imposing dimensions, and 
the position of the statue is much more cunningly chosen. 
There are some very curious artificial caves in its immediate 
vicinity, surmounted by inscriptions which I presume have 
been already deciphered, though I have failed to find any 
record of the fact. 

. Time will not permit me to dwell on the interesting folklore 
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that has collected around the Kald'wewa tank, and the tales 
its villagers tell of the terrible exactions of the “Aiyana 
Dewiyo.” 

But I may be allowed to add as a postscript two small 
but interesting- discoveries made since this Paper was begun. 

1. I have unearthed the stone “sill" of a doorway made 
for folding doors, near the Outer Circular road. Two shallow 
holes are cut in it to receive the door-pins, and in each hole 
there is a fragment of an iron door-pin firmly fixed in the 
stone. It has always been supposed hitherto that the 
ancient doors were made entirely of wood, revolving on 
wooden pins. This small discovery possibly proves that the 
ancients were much more addicted to the use of iron, and 
adept at working it, than we are generally inclined to admit. 
Perhaps the iron gate which secured the primeval citadel of 
Vijitapv/ra, and the tall iron pillar which several people have 
seen in the Anuradhapura jungles, but can never find again, 
are not mere fables after all ! 

2. Very little has hitherto been known of the irrigation 
system of ancient Anuradhapura. Former and recent 
jungle clearings have laid bare a large number of long rows 
of stone blocks, which have been generally taken for boun- 
daries or enclosures. This week we have, in the course of 
some excavations, come across a channel about two feet down, 
which runs up close to the side of the beautiful pokuna 
north of the Public Works Department yard. Here a stone 
water-pipe meets the channel, passes through the side of the 
pokuna, and projects into it. This channel exactly resembles 
in formation the long rows of granite blocks referred to 
above, and appears to prove two things ; (1) that these 
pokunu were not dependent on the clouds for their supply 
of water, but were all carefully connected by elaborate 
irrigation works with the larger tanks (for the newly-found 
channel can be traced right up to Basawakkulam, a distance 
of three quarters of a mile) ; and (2) that the long lines of 
granite blocks are not merely enclosures, but were all con- 
nected channels, bringing water past the various religious 
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and secular buildings and into the several pokuna^ and 
ultimately discharging themselves into the Halpan-ela or 
Malwatte-oya. 

In conclusion, I would venture respectfully to urge upon 
this Society the advisability of encouraging in every possible 
way excavations similar to those I have detailed in so 
disjointed a fashion this evening. I only speak from a year’s 
experience, but I am quite sure that an immense quantity of 
interesting discoveries remain to be made by a careful and 
intelligent use of the mamotie and pickaxe, and I can 
conceive no better archaeological investment than the gradual 
acquisition of details concerning the two magnificent cities 
which have been so long and shamefully neglected. The 
first great want is an accurate and complete survey of all that 
has been discovered up to date ; and with that foundation to 
work upon, with a regular supply of convict labour under 
intelligent overseers, and an annual monetary grant, I feel 
confident that these ruins would rank among the most 
interesting and instructive to be found in the East. 
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THE PEARL FISHERIES OP CEYLON * 

By 6. Vane, Esq., c.M.a., eate c.c.s. 

T this great and wonderful Exhibition of the power, 
resources, and wealth of England’s Colonial Empire, 
the Ceylon Court, so admirably arranged, fully 
exhibits her varied products, her beautiful pearls and gems, 
her works of art, past and present ; and in many characteristics 
vies, I think, with her great neighbour, India. 

These Conference Meetings having been instituted for the 
representation and discussion of special interests connected 
with each Colony, the Ceylon Commission consider the 
Pearl Fisheries an appropriate one, in the fact that Ceylon 
has, from the most ancient times, been famed for the beauty 
and value of her pearls ; and therefore any information 
connected therewith would be interesting. 

The Chairman, Sir James Longden, in introducing to your 
notice the subject for to-day’s representation, has, in very 
kind and complimentary terms, told you that I would 
describe the manner in which the Ceylon Pearl Pishing was 
carried on, and that I was well able to do so from the 
knowledge I had gained in conducting these Fisheries during 
the years 1855-60. 

Sir James has also observed that the Pearl Pishing of 
Ceylon was one of the most ancient — perhaps 'the most ancient 
— ^industry of the world ; that it was carried on to-day as it 
had been for two thousand to three thousand years ; and that 
it owed little or nothing to modern civilisation in the manner 
of getting from the depths of the sea that wonderful, beautiful 
product of Nature — ^the Pearl. 



* Bead at the Conference Meeting of the Colonial and Indian Exhihi- 
tion, October 6, 1886 ; Sir J. E. Longden, a.C.K.a., in the chair. 
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This is true, and bears on the manner in which I purpose 
treating the subject, in describing the manner in which the 
pearl oyster is fished from sea-depths of forty to fifty feet, the 
working and customs of the divers and boatmen, the wash- 
ing and valuing of the lovely pearl, and generally of all 
relating to this most interesting and very productive, though 
precarious, source of Ceylon’s revenue. 

Beauty op the Peahl. 

In my view the pearl is the most unique of jewels, requir- 
ing no setting of gold to enrich or ornament it, and truly 
meets the saying, that beauty unadorned is adorned the 
most,” for in its beautiful pure self it adorns the child, the 
bride, the matron, suiting alike the fair skins and com- 
plexions of the beauties of the West and their darker sisters 
of the East. That this is so you see in the three strings 
of valuable pearls, the property of Mr. C, H. De Soyza, a 
wealthy Sinhalese gentleman who has done much to display 
the resources of his native country in the loan of very many 
valuable exhibits of the Ceylon Court. 

Formation op the Pearl. 

Differences of opinion exist as to the production and for- 
mation of the pearl. 

One view is, that the pearl is formed by the oyster collect- 
ing, or taking in, some substance, and covering this with 
pearly matter ; but as pearls are generally found in all pearl 
oysters, often in large numbers, and when cut or divided 
for setting their formation is shown to be uniform in layers 
of pearly substance only, the idea of needing a covering 
material is not, I think, supportable. 

Another idea is, that these beautiful productions are the 
effect of disease, exciting secretion of pearly matter, and 
ultimately causing the death of the fish. Evidently the pearl 
oyster has the power of lining the internal surface of the 
shell with matter of the same nature and appearance as the 
pearl, and therefore, instead of being the result of disease, 
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■why not he attributed to the distinctive character of the 
species and the inherent quality of the pearl oyster ? 

The pearl oyster is distinct from the common edible 
oyster. It some-what resembles the latter in shape, but its 
valves are thinner, and it is provided ■with a byssus, commonly 
called cable, by which it holds on to rocks and other sub- 
stances on the bottom. The meat is different to that of the 
common oyster, being much thicker, fatter, and slimy ; and 
if they do live to the age when pearls are found therein, they 
are in beds of millions, thus showing, I think, that it is health 
and natural causes, and not disease or forced substance, that 
create pearls. 

Pbarl Banks. 

Pearl banks, or “yiaars” as they are called, are believed to 
extend all along the north-west coast of Ceylon, from 
Negombo to Mapp.ar ; and the charts and records give the 
names and positions of nineteen paars, but the larger por- 
tion of them have not yielded fisheries, either to the Dutch 
or English Governments, the Kondachchi Paar having only 
been fished in 1801, the Chilaw Paar in 1803 and 1815, the 
Karaitivu Paar in 1832, and the Peri Karai Paar in 1833, 1835, 
and 1886 ; the Chevval and Mddragam Paars having before, 
as now, been main sources, from whence the large, though 
precarious, pearl fisheries and revenues have been derived. 

The more general productiveness of the Chevval and M6dra- 
gam Paars is, I believe, attributable to their position affording 
a degree of protection from the influences of the weather and 
currents, to which causes are attributable the disappearance, 
before arriving at maturity, of many beds of young oysters. 
Fish, snakes, and chanks destroy an enormous number; 
currents carry them away into deep water, and drops of 
sand cover them. 


Semes oe Fisheeies. 

Notwithstanding that long lapses have occurred between 
each series of fisheries, the Arippu Paars have yielded large 
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revenues to the Kandyan kings and the Putch and the 
English Grovemments. There is no record that the Portngnese, 
during their occupancy in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
eenturies, fished the pearl banks, though the Dutch did so 
^s far back as 1667, and with intervals up to 1768. 

In 1796 a series of fisheries commenced under the English 
Oovernment, continuing with intervals of one and two years to 
1809 ; then 1814, 1816, 1820, 1828, 1833, 1835, and 1837 ; then, 
after a lapse of eighteen years, another series from 1855 to 
1860, yielding in forty -four years over a million of revenue ; 
and fisheries have continued at intervals up to 1881, giving 
large revenues. 

I refer myself to the series for 1855-1860, because I was 
connected therewith, and as Superintendent had to conduct 
them under difficulties connected with the determination of 
the Government not again to rent the right of fishing for a 
sum of money, or to allow the claim, as the renters had, of 
the Hindu temples of the Madras Presidency to fish on 
their own account. 

The renting system and Temple claims had given much 
trouble at former fisheries so conducted, and led to abuses 
of the rights of the divers and boatmen (also, as believed, 
to the over-fishing of the banks), had interfered with a 
knowledge of the resources of each bank, and the real out- 
turn of each fishery, and had prevented the public at large 
from speculating, as well as the renting clique. 

The decision of Government to fish the banks, and to sell 
the oysters daily by public auction, led in 1857 to strongly- 
formed combinations on the part of the Chetties, the former 
renting class, to prevent legitimate sales at public auction, 
and so to force on again the renting system. 

To such an extent did they carry proceedings, that I had 
to assume the serious responsibility of closing the fishery ; 
but the issue of notices to this effect, and for vessels to remove 
the establishments, broke up the league, as the Chetties had 
no wish to lose the chance of making some money if they 
could not make all they desired. 

48—88 


e 
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I was thus relieved from a very grave responsibility, as the 
Government Proclamation had implied a fishery of fifteen 
days, and the divers, boatmen, traders, and speculators had 
attended in this belief. 

Inspection of the Pearl Banks. 

The pearl banks are annually visited by the Inspector to 
see if oysters are forming, and when so, to note their progress. 
If the oysters remain intact to the age of three or four years, 
they generally afiord a fishery. 

The Inspector of the Pearl Banks proceeds at daylight, 
when the sea is calm, with boats in charge of coxswains, 
carrying each two divers, taking courses to the four points 
of the compass, diving in depths of eight to nine fathoms, 
and noticing results. If rock is found, one flag is hoisted on 
the masthead, as oysters are more generally found on rocky 
ground ; if oysters, two flags, and a buoy is laid down ; then 
the boats work their way to this point, noting the ground 
by flags, and placing buoys where oysters are found. 

The limits, — ^north, south, east, and west, — age, condition, 
and supposed quantities being ascertained by the coxswains 
noting the number of oysters the diver brings up from each 
dive, a calculation is made of the probable number five 
divers constantly at work for six hours a day would obtain. 
The quantity of oysters is thus estimated, but this mere 
estimate is, of course, always below the actual outturn of a 
fishery. 

The Inspector then notes on a chart the exact position of 
the bed by bearings of landmarks on the Arippu coast. 

When it has been thus ascertained that oysters of from 
five to six years old are in Bufdcient quantities to be fished, 
a sample of from 10,000 to 20,000 oysters is taken to 
be washed, and the outturn of the pearls valued. If this 
justifies a fishery being declared, notice is given by publica- 
tion in the Government Gazette and the newspapers of 
India and Ceylon, that a pearl fishery will take place at 
Arippu about March 1, from a bank named, estimated to 
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afford employment for fifty to one hundred boats for ten 
to fifteen days, and a statement is given of the outturn 
of the samples of oysters washed, giving description, 
weight, and value of each kind of pearls found in the given 
number of oysters. These particulars are given on the results 
of an inspection in October,, and early in February following 
another sample of oysters is taken, washed, and valued, so 
that this outturn may be compared with that of the pre- 
ceding October, and thus give the latest condition and prospects 
before fishing commences. It is by this sample (always very 
much superior in weight and quality of pearls) that the 
speculators are guided in bidding for the oysters, until they 
have washed and sampled their purchases. 

Sample Pbablb. 

I will now describe the process of obtaining the sample 
pearls. 

The sample oysters are carefully counted and packed in a 
hallam — a boat of particular construction. The inside is 
smooth, without beams, or lined, so that pearls may not be 
hidden and lost. 

The hallam is covered with matting and sealed up by the 
Superintendent, the place of deposit being secured and 
guarded day and night for ten to twelve days, by which time 
the oyster flesh is a decomposed mass of putrid matter and 
shells. Washing commences by the hallam beng filled with 
sea water, and coolies, divested of all clothing that would 
allow of any concealment, are ranged on each side of the 
hallam^ watched by the Superintendent, Inspector, and 
peons to see that they keep their hands under water when 
separating and washing the oyster shells, and do not take or 
oonceal pearls they may feel or see. 

They rub the shells well together underwater, those shells 
having pearls adhering thereto being set apart for the pearls 
to be cut away, the other shells being placed alongside each 
'Cooly, and when all is done, counted to ensure the correctness 
of the quantity upon which the estimate of value is based, 

c t 
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All th.e shells being removed, the water is baled out 
•through sieves and cloths to arrest any pearls so taken up, 
and then a mass of putrid flesh, matter, sand, and small shells 
. remains. This being carefully cleaned by repeated washings, 
is laid on cloths in the sun, and when thoroughly dried the 
larger pearls are collected by hand and the smaller sifted for. 

During this process every precaution is taken that no 
pearls are lost, every article used being washed through 
sieves of the smallest size. 

The same process is carried out by the buyers of the pearl 
oysters, as opening before decomposition of the flesh could 
not be done with the many thousands bought by speculators, 
and, if so opened, would entail loss of pearls, especially’' of 
the small kind generally embedded in the flesh. 

The washing of oysters for pearls is carried on by the 
buyers during the Ashing, and the outturn influences their 
purchases. 

The work and trials of a pearl collector are great, in the 
incessant supervision needed during washing, the anxieties 
and excitement as to results, and the intolerable stench 
proceeding from this heap of putrid oysters. 

All this he has daily to bear for four or five weeks, or until 
he has secured the outturn of his speculation in pearl oysters. 

Good, and often large, profits are made by speculators — a. 
deserved recompense for all they undergo in this very trying 
method of money-making. 

YAhVma OW PBARIiS. 

Having described the process of washing and collecting 
pearls, I now briefly note the manner of sorting, sizing, 
classing, and valuing. 

These operations are carried out by four pearl dealers, most 
of the Moorman class. Each of the four has his vocation : one 
sifts, another classes, the third weighs, and the fourth, as 
accountant, records results, all which occupy much time, need 
great judgment, and cause much discussion, owing to 
differences of opinion. 
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Sorting and sizing the pearls into ten different sizes, from 
the largest to the smallest, is done by passing them through 
ten brass sieves of 20, 30, 50, 80, 100, 200, 400, 600, 800, 
and 1,000 holes. 

The sieves are from three to four inches broad and one 
deep, with holes in the lower part, and fit closely into each 
other. The pearls are first sifted through the upper sieve, or 
saucer, No. 1, of the 20-hole size (the largest holes) ; those 
retained therein as not passing through the holes are of the 
first size ; those held by the 30-hole size, of the second size ; 
and so on through the ten sieves or sizes. Those that pass 
through the last size (No. 10, of one hundred holes) are 
called mdsit small, like powder grains, — and these are 
said to be prepared for use in chewing with the betel by rich 
natives. 

There are also pearl excrescences, cut from the oyster shell, 
of various sizes and shapes, which will not pass through the 
sieves ; these are included and noted in the Government 
sample, to show that all its outturn of every character is fairly 
exhibited for the information of the speculators. 

Each of the ten sizes may include some of every class of 
pearls ; the 20 to 80 and 100 may each have the ani^ 
anatari^ and kallippu kinds, and this necessitates the opera- 
tion of classing, which requires great judgment on the part of 
the valuers. 

It is said that no two valuers will class a given set of 
pearls alike, and that one person does not class twice in the 
same manner. 

Perfection in pearls consists in shape and lustre, viz., 
sphericity and a silvery brightness, free from any discoloura- 
tion ; and according as the pearls possess these essentials the 
valuers assign their appropriate class, namely ; 

A%i ... Perfect in sphericity and lustre. 

Anatari ... Followers or companions, hut failing somewhat 
in point of sphericity or lustre. 

■ Mamnku ... Imperfect, failing in both points, especially in 
hrihiancy of colour. 
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Kallippi ... Failing still more in both points. 

Rural A double pearl, sometimes dijti, 

Fisal ... Missbapen, clustered, more than two to each other.. 
Ma^anku ... Folded or bent pearls. 

Vaiwu ... Beauty of several sizes and classes. 

Tul ... Small pearls of 800 to 1,000 size. 

The pearls having been thus sized and classed, each class - 
is weighed and recorded in kala^cliu and mctnchddi. 

The halanchu is a brass weight equal, it is said, to sixty-seven 
grains Troy.. The manchddi is a small red berry; each berry,, 
when fnll-sized, is of nearly,, or exactly, the same weight 
they are reckoned at twenty to the halanchu. 

The weights being ascertained, the valuation is then fixed 
to each pearl class or set of pearls, according to the respective 
sizes and classes ; the inferior qualities solely according 
to weight in halanchu and manchddi; the superior, dni, 
anatariy and vadivu^ are not valued only by weight, but at 
so mxLoh per chevo of their weight, this cheva being the native 
or pearl -valuer’s mode of assigning the proper value by 
weight to a valuable article of small weight, form and colour 
also considered. 

This is but a meagre explanation of the native system of 
valuing pearls, which is full of intricate details that cannot 
now be entered into. 

Mr. Gillman, formerly of the Ceylon Civil Service, has 
given the subject great consideration, and at my request 
wrote an interesting account of it after the fishery of 1857- 
1858, published, I think, in the Sessional Papers for that year, 

Pishing Pbocehdings. 

Early in February, the Superintendent and Inspector of 
the Banks, with the needed Establishments— Judicial, Medical,. 
Police, and Clerical— assemble at Salapatturai, an arid, desolate, 
sea-shore village on the north-west coast of Ceylon, scarcely 
inhabited, and so situated as to the exact position from which 


See Appendix. 
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the fishing boats can daily go to and from the pearl banks — 
distant from the shore from eight to twelve miles. 

This village affords space for all the needs of a fishery, 
and is too far distant from any place for its results to be 
the cause of annoyance to any but those whom duty or 
inclination collect on the spot. 

Before the end of February Salapatturai is thronged with 
a population of many thousands, — pearl merchants, buyers, 
traders, beggars, divers, boatmen, boat-owners, coolies, and 
visitors, — brought thither by the varied interests of the fishery, 
all combining to form what may be called an Eastern Fair. 
There may be seen the light brown Sinhalese with 
beautiful long black hair confined with a large comb, effemi- 
nate in appearance as compared with the dark Tamil by 
his side, and the generally burly, strong, shrewd Moorman ; 
then the varied tribes of the Chetty caste, some with peculiar 
hats and turbans, others in coats with jewelled buttons and 
large earrings, some only in simple white sarong around the 
loins and loosely thrown over the dark welhf ormed shoulders. 
All these varied costumes, corresponding to country, caste, 
and class, set forth the human form in the East in a manner 
far more picturesque and characteristic than the fashions of 
the West can do. 

Throughout February boats arrive with the sea breeze, laden 
with men, women, and children, and the materials for their 
trades and habitations. It is wonderful, considering the long 
distances these open boats come from the continent of India, 
that loss of life seldom occurs. 

By the end of February the barren sand village of 
Salapatturai is filled with five thousand or six thousand 
persons, housed in Icajan buildings, according to the means 
or caste of the resident. 

Koddus, or enclosed spaces, for the deposit and decomposi- 
tion of the oysters bought at the Grovernment public sales, 
are erected on the seabeach to the south of the inhabited ^ 
ground, and as the prevailing winds are from the north and 
east, the stench of the decaying oysters is carried away from 
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all but the parties engaged at the hoddm in receiving, 
stacking, guarding, and washing, but an occasional burst of 
strong southerly wind disperses the aroma of the pearl 
oyster over all parts; and this is indeed a trial, for the 
stench is intolerable and indescribable. 

Then come flies — ^innumerable — of the largest kind ; indeed 
flies are constant plagues, but are worse with a southerly wind, 
everything being covered with a black mass, — glass of wine 
or water must be drunk as poured out, or it is filled with 
flies, — but southerly winds do not last long, and it seems as 
though providentially arranged that the prevailing winds 
should aid the purposes and needs of a pearl fishery. The 
land or night winds are from the east, fair and gentle, to 
carry the boats out to the banks, and also to bear the effluvia 
of the oysters from the land out seaward, thus giving the 
Inhabitants a somewhat sweetened period at night for rest *, 
then the sea or midday breeze is from the northward, 
and brings the boats quickly from the banks to the shore, 
whilst carrying away most of the oyster aroma from the 
inhabitants of Salapatturai. 

SEiiiBCTiON OP Boats fob Fishing. 

A very important matter is the arrangement for the 
number of boats and divers required and authorised to fish. 

The boats are all registered as they arrive, and after the 
date fixed for closing this list, there is an examination as to 
size, condition, fitting, and crews. Many have to be thus 
rejected ; but as the residue are always many more than 
needed; the fortunate privilege of being engaged in the 
fishery is determined by lottery. 

A selection would be difficult, and certainly not give 
satisfaction, whilst the result of the lottery is borne as a 
matter of fate or ill luck. 

This lottery is the first great, I may say momentous, event 
of the fishery, as the interests of one thousand five hundred 
to two thousand persons as divers, boatmen, and boatowners 
are concerned. 
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It is thus conducted : say that 50 boats are required, and 
that there are 75 well found from various places of Ceylon 
and India ; the prizes are regulated as near as possible 
to the proportion, and in the desire to give employment 
to the boats from each place, namely : — 


Kilakkarai boats 14, equal to about 

oue-fifth of the 75 

. 9 prizes 

Talaimaunar do. 14 

do. 

do. 

9 do. 

Ntiv^uturai do. 13 

do. 

do. 

9 do. 

Kalpitiya do. 6 

do. 

do. 

4 do. 

Pampan do. 5 

do. 

do. 

2 do. 


and so on. 

On the day of the lottery the Kachcheri grounds are 
crowded with hundreds to witness the proceedings, to wish 
good luck to friends, and to laugh at the unfortunate. 

The Superintendent, calling a set of boats, counts the 
number of prize and blank tickets into a bowl, and the 
tindals, showing their register numbers, draw. Agitation, 
anxiety, and eagerness are naturally depicted ; many appear 
to utter a prayer or invocation, the Catholics cross themselves, 
some are almost too nervous to take out the paper, "which, 
when done, is handed to the Superintendent, who opens and 
declares prize or blank ; and so eagerly do they watch his 
glance, that I have recognised disappointment or joy before 
I gave the result. If successful, they are greeted by their 
friends ; if not, by the laughter of the bystanders. The 
unsuccessful are, however, mostly afterwards employed : some 
get^ the places of boats misbehaving, and if the extra number 
of boats is larger, two divisions are employed ; for as the 
people connected as boatmen, divers, &c., come long distances, 
and embark their means in this hope of work and gain at the 
fishery, the effort is made to employ all before the fishery 
is closed ; but the first selected have the claim to and good 
fortune of continuous employment. 

Divers’ Share of Oysters. 

The crew of a boat consists of twenty-three persons, viz., 
one tindal or steersman ; one sdmdn vattai in charge of 
the boat ; one toddi^ who bales out water and cleans the 
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boat ; ten divers, two for each stone ; ten manducks, or divers’ 
attendants, to pnll up the stone and oysters ; and five diving 
stones are allowed and required to each boat. 

The remuneration for fishing up the oysters was, in my 
time, one-fourth of the quantity daily fished. This compact 
ensures the certainty of every possible exertion from all 
concerned, avoids consequences that might arise if remu- 
nerated by daily pay, and the speculative character of each 
day’s work gives, to all concerned, the personal interest needed 
to carry on the hard and anxious work of a pearl fishery. Each 
boat’s share is divided by themselves daily, according to very 
old established customs ; and the earnings of the divers at 
good and large fisheries are very considerable. The division 
is as follows ; — Sdmdn vattai, tindal, and toddi, the oysters 
brought up in two divings for each stone ; two divers of each 
stone, 2s. 3d. ; two manducks for each stone. Is. 3d.; the 
boatowner, the whole of the boat’s share once in six days of 
fishing, but not to be taken previous to the third day’s fishing. 

Commencement oe Pishing. 

The fishery commences on the first night. The boats go to 
the banks, and this creates great interest and excitement. 
Thousands assemble on the beach to see the start. 

The tindals, who carry on the right arm the ticket 
number of that painted on the bows of each boat, assemble 
with crew and divers, and as the beachmaster checks each, 
they go to their boats and make preparation for getting un*der 
weigh directly the signal is given. At midnight a gun is 
fired; the Adappa^dr, or senior headman, with a light at the 
mast head of his boat, leads oflE. In a few minutes all the 
boats— sometimes one hundred— are under press of sail, and 
the sight is very interesting and exciting, as the crews cheer 
and the people on shore echo these, whilst the white sails 
following the signal light of the Adappandr, may, on a fine 
night, be seen for miles. 

The Inspector’s guard vessel, anchored close to the fishing 
ground, carries a light at the main top mast head, and bn dark 
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nights blue lights and rockets are burned to show her 
position. 

The banks, distant from Salapatturai from ten to twelve 
miles, are reached about three or four o’clock in the morning. 

Divifg and Fishing fob Oysters. 

At six in the morning a gun is fired for the boats to get 
under weigh and follow the Inspector and headman to the 
fishing graund buoyed out for each day’s work ; and as the 
sun rises, and the sea gets calm, the busy hum of two to 
three hundred persons at work is heard. 

As before noted, each boat has ten divers and five diving 
stones — ^three working on one side and two on the other. The 
stones are suspended on a running rope over an outrigger 
projected from the boat’s side, in such a convenient position 
as to allow the diver to place one foot within a loop affixed 
to the stone ; these, of about fourteen pounds in weight, are 
used to accelerate the diver’s descent to the bottom, — a dive of 
40 to 50 feet, — and I have seen a corpulent, and therefore 
more buoyant, diver carry a stone affixed to his waist. 

The diver having placed himself with one foot on the 
stone, with a coir net around his neck to hold oysters, draws 
in his breath, closes the nostrils with one hand, and raises his 
body to give force to the descent. The manduch in charge 
of the stone and net lets go, and the diver rapidly reaches the 
bottom, leaves the stone (which the mcmdiick instantly 
hauls up and refixes), throws himself on the ground, creeping 
along, and fills his net with oysters. This done, he jerks the 
rope, which is pulled up by the manduck in charge, and the 
contents of the net discharged into the boat ; the diver mean- 
while rises to the surface, ready to repeat diving until the 
number of his turns is over, when the second five divers and 
five manducks work in the same manner. Thus, under the 
excitement of expected gain, the divers continue for six hours 
at this most trying exertion. They remain under water about 
50 seconds ; I have timed 60 to 70 seconds, but such time for 
general work is, I believe, exceptional. 
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The mimber of oysters obtained at each dive depends, of 
course, upon whether the oysters are in plenty together, and 
the nature of the ground : if very rocky, the oysters are not 
so easily detached and picked up. I have known of eighty ; 
but forty to fifty is very good, and would give over twenty 
thousand as a day’s fishing. At the fishery of 1857, when the 
total yield was over thirty-two naillion of oysters, and the 
daily yield from one to one and a half million, some boats 
brought loads of thirty to forty thousand. 

At 12 or 1 o’clock, according as the sea breeze sets in, the 
Inspector fires the signal gun to leave off fishing. Soon every 
boat is under sail for Salapatturai, racing to be first in and 
discharged at the Government koddu^ as this is recorded, 
and gives consideration for employment during extra days ; 
then the first discharged gets, of course, first sale and best 
prices for the oysters they care to sell instead of wash. 

Between 3 and 4 o’clock the boats are in, and discharging 
their oysters into the Government hoddu — a very large space 
on the beach, enclosed by a wall of thick sticks, within 
which are marked out matted spaces bearing the number of 
each boat. The crew deposit the loads therein, and the divers 
arrange and divide the oysters into four lots. The Govern- 
ment officer in charge of the hoddu awards one of each four 
divisions, and as the diver does not know which of the four 
heaps may be assigned, they very fairly divide the oysters. 
They take their shares away, and the remaining three shares 
are at once heaped together, and counted by men specially 
paid for this very hard and trying work to the hands. When 
the counting is finished, a return of the Government share of 
each boat, and the total of the day’s fishing for sale, is made 
to the Superintendent. 

Sale and Deliveey of Oysters. 

A sale is held daily as the Kachcheri, by the Superinten- 
dent putting up the oysters in lots of one thousand, with the 
right of the buyer to take at the price knocked down from 
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one thousand to twenty or thirty thousand, according to the 
quantity for the day’s sale ; and when there are no combina- 
tions, purchases are quickly made for the larger quantities ; 
but when there is either conabination to lower prices or 
opposition between the Chetties and Moormen, the sales are 
prolonged by lots of one thousand or two thousand, and all 
possible ingenuity exercised to eifect the object in view ; 
indeed, the sales are always the cause of much excitement 
and amusement. 

As soon as the buyers pay, delivery orders are issued, and 
deliveries by counting are made by the koddu officers. This 
goes on daily from the first day of the fishing until the conclu- 
sion. The work is incessant upon all the Establishments ; 
there can be no regulated hours, all must work as the need 
requires. In 1857 (the period of thirty two millions) the large » 
quantities daily fished (often over a million), and the combi- 
nation of buyers, so retarded the sales that I was often kept 
at this work until 10 o’clock at night. 

Then at times the sea breeze blows very strong and not 
fair, driving the boats to leeward of Salapatturai, obliging 
them to pole for miles along the shore, getting in late — some 
during the night ; then the shore has to be lighted with 

chools,” and guards posted to prevent oysters being illicitly 
landed, and of course all the Establishments have to be in 
attendance. 


The only relaxation from incessant work occurs from an 
occasional southerly gale, or the combination proceedings 
staying daily fishing. 

In 1885, 20 days’ fishing yielded over 6,000,000 oysters. 


,per 1,000. 


The total fished at this series exceeded 72,000,000 oysters, 
the Government share of 54,000,000 selling for £140,300 
gross, giving, less expenditure, a net revenue of £117,453 ; 


which sold at an average of 

... £1. 

lOs. 

In 1857, 23 

do. 

32,000,000 

... £0. 

16s. 

In 1858, 18 

do. 

16,000,000 

... £1. 

19s. 

In 1859, 18 

do. 

12,000,000 

... £5. 

5s. 

■ In 1860, 14 

do. 

3,000,000 

... £13. 

l5s. 
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and the divers’ share, being 18,000,000 oysters, gave to divers, 
boatmen, and boat-owners a recompense of £53,000 and over. 
The total sale value of the oysters at this series of five fisheries 
was over £190,000. 

Then, as the expenses attending the washing of the oysters 
for pearls are considerable, so the outturn of these must have 
been great and very valuable indeed, and explains in a great 
degree the increased prices given by the buyers of oysters at 
the fisheries of 1855-60, though no doubt the more limited 
quantities then fished, and the known character of the 
Mddaragam Paar, fished in 1859-60 for ani pearls of the 
large kind, much influenced speculators. 


The getting of wealth by pearls from the sea, like the 
getting of gold from the earth, has, besides hard toil and 
anxieties, the attendant risks of sickness, as the congregation 
of thousands too generally creates disease. Outbreaks of 
cholera prematurely closed the pearl fisheries of 1858-59 ; 
but for this the fishery of 1858 might have yielded £50,000 
instead of £24,000, and that of 1859 £70,000 instead of 
£48,000, 

At these fisheries deaths from cholera amongst the divers 
and boatmen and people caused panic, their rapid desertion of 
Salapatturai, and the premature closing of fishing, whilst 
oysters were in plenty on the banks. 

In 1858, before the Establishments could be got away, cases 
of cholera occurred amongst the troops and police, and 
during a voyage to Colombo of twenty-four hours there were 
five deaths. 

I have never forgotten that night’s passage. Sea sickness 
was believed to be the commencement of cholera ; the calls on 
the medical staff were incessant, and the anxieties of all on 
board very great ; indeed, I believe another twenty-f our hours 
of passage would have frightened many more to death. 

In 1859 the Establishments did not suffer, but before the 
cholera outbreak I was ill with dysentery, and as I could 
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not, and -would not, leave my duties so long as fishing lasted, 
the cholera outbreak in stopping the fishery was possibly, in 
a sense, providential to myself, as I might have died at 
Salapatturai from dysentery, for the illness got worse, and 
obliged me to leave Ceylon for the recovery of health. The 
Almighty, in His great mercy, restored my health, enabling 
me to return to Ceylon, and serve there until 1882, when I 
retired from the office of Treasurer, after a public service of 
over fifty years. 

A large Pearl Fishery is expected in 1888, and I say to those 
who have the time and inclination for travel : Go and see 
this most interesting proceeding and the beauties of Ceylon.” 
The voyage is a pleasure trip : Gibraltar, Malta, Perim, and 
Aden, instructive in themselves, and gratifying to see as 
salient points of England’s Emj)ire. 

If you make Colombo in the early morn of the north-east 
monsoon, when the sun is lighting up nature, you will see the 
mountains looming in the distance, especially Adam’s Peak, 
wonderful in sight and legend ; the shore, lined to the sea 
edge with the cocoanut and other palms — a wondrous, soft, 
enchanting sight, that clings to memory, as in my case, 
for now over fifty years, when I first saw the shores of 
Ceylon on entering Trincomalee harbour. 

The Colombo Breakwater, a great engineering work, lately 
completed (under the Government of our Chairman, Sir James 
Longden), giving easy access and safe anchorage to the 
largest class of steamers, and now entered by vessels of all 
nations ; then the Town of Colombo, the Cinnamon Gardens, 
and the Lake, are full of interest. 

The Railway, wonderfully constructed around mountain 
heights to a summit of over five thousand feet, will convey 
you first to Kandy, a beautiful place, and once the capital of 
the Kandyan kings ; from thence through the Tea, Coffee, and 
Cinchona districts to Nuwara Eliya, the sanitarium of Ceylon. 

Then there are the interesting Ruins of Anuradhapura, 
testifying to the former greatness of Ceylon under her very 
ancient native dynasty. 
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If yon see all this with the mind as well as the eye, yon will 
be mentally improved, and I hope acquire the feelings that 
bring Oeylouites together in their regard and admiration 
for their lovely Island— The Pearl, indeed, of England’s 
Colonial Diadem. 


APPENDIX. 


VALUATION OF PEABLS IN CEYLON. 

Pbael Yaltjation is a subject that has been somewhat elaborated 
by the refinements or the policy of pearl merchants ; but stripped of 
the obscure and roundabout methods usually employed, it will be seen 
to be, at bottom, a comparatively simple process ; and the groundwork 
being once understood, the nature of aU native adjuncts may be then 
readily comprehended. 

The following account does not profess to be a complete one, or to 
give all that might be said on the subject. It has been gleaned chiefly 
from conversations with native merchants, from analyses of published 
statements of valuation, and from entries in old Diaries of the Pearl 
Fishery, till lately filed in the Jafeia Kaohch^ri. 

In the process of valuing a given quantity of pearls there may be 
particularised four distinct steps, or operations, each in itself sufficiently 
simple, viz. : — 

i. — &zing, or arranging all the given pearls into ten different sizes, 

from the largest to the smallest. 

ii. — Classing, or sub-dividing according to shape and lustre each of 

these ten di:fferent sizes. 

hi. — ^Weighing the pearls in each of aH these classes separately. 

iv. — Assigning the money value to such pearls, each in its class, by 
weight, and the market price per weight at the time of the 
valuation. 

If the distinctiveness of these four operations be borne well in mind, 
it will be easy to realise the actual manner in which each operation is 
conducted by native valuers. 
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L— -Sizing the Pearls. 

This is done by passing them successively through small brass sieves 
or baskets ” as they are commonly termed in English), like 
saucers in shape, of about three inches broad and one inch deep, with 
the holes in the lower part. There are ten such sieves, with holes of 
ten different sizes. 

The pearls are sifted first in the sieve with the largest holes ; the 
pearls retained by it without passing through are the largest, the first 
size in fact. 

Such pearls as pass through it are then sifted again in the second 
sieve, having next smaller-sized holes. Pearls retained by it are those 
of the second size, and those that pass through it are again sifted in 
the third sieve, with holes of next smaller size ; and so on through the 
whole ten sieves or baskets. 

Thus the pearls are divided into ten sizes, which the valuer 
generally places now on ten pieces of cloth on the table before him. 

n. — Classing the, Pearls. 

Each of the ten sizes is classed separately. This step in the process 
of valuation is the one that chiefly requires skiU and judgment on the 
part of the valuer. It is said, however (and with truth), that no two 
persons wiU class a given set of pearls exactly alike, and that any one 
person cannot class the same set twice in the same manner. 

The perfection of shape in pearls is sphericity, and the perfection 
of “ water,’’ or lustre, is a silvery brightness, free from spots or dis- 
colourations, and according as each pearl has these two qualities — 
viz., shape and lustre — in a greater or lesser degree, so does the valuer 
assign such pearl to its appropriate “ class.” 

Convention has established several classes, each indicating shades of 
differences between pearls in respect of the two qualities mentioned. 
The best description that can be given of these classes is a recital of 
their names with the meanings of them, which for the most part 
indicate their respective characteristics. They are as follows : — 

Chemu, 

i.— perfect in sphericity and lustre. 

ii. — Anatdri failing somewhat in one point, either 

sphericity or lustre. 

iii. — Samatayam failing in both points, but not very 

much. 

iv. — Kaiyiral (<scs>dt(^aj/o^): failing still more in both points. 

48—88 D 
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y.-^-Mackchakai ati appropriate name. 

^"Yi. — Ya^wu (^ 41 Q^): “beauty.” 

— Madanhit (tcuisi'^): “folded” or “bent” pearls. 


Kalanchu. 

viii . — Kuruml “ double” pearl, sometimes double A'm. 

ix , — Kalippu {<ssBuu(^: “abundance.” 

X . — Pkal (t^<5‘6u): mis-shapen. 
xi,—KiLTdl ) ; very mis-shapen and small. 

xii,--Tdl (^<sr7); small as “powder.” 

These classes of pearls are those into which the ten “ sizes,” such as 
result from sifting, are each generally sub-divided. After them all 
may be added : — 

xiii. — Mdsxi'tul small, like “powder,” and generally 

discoloured — a class which usually contains those pearls 
that may have passed through the tenth sieve, constituting, 
as it were, an eleventh “ size.” 

xiv. — O^^umiiUa ) : “shell pearls.” Those that have 

adhered to, or seem like excrescences on the shells, are 
generally not subjected to the process of sifting. They 
constitute a “ class ” by themselves, independent of their 
“ sizes.” 

On reverting to the first operation, that of sizing, it is plain now that 
each of the ten sizes of pearls may include those of almost every 
class ; for instance, among the first size of pearls (those retained in 
the first sieve or “ basket,” without being sifted through) there may 
occur pearls of classes such as A!'n.^ Ariaidri, Pisalf &c., though not 
such classes as Tul and such-like. 


III.—'Weighinci- the Peaels. 

The third step in the process of valuation is that of weighing 
the pearls in each class. This is, of course, a very simple operation, if 
the scales be finely balanced, as they ought to be. There is nothing 
to remark upon except the system of weights, which is peculiar. 
These weights are known by the names of kalanchu and manchd^i 
(20 manchd4i == 1 kalanchu). 


These pearls are found in the 6th, (Jth, and 7th sieves. 
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The manchd^i as commonly used is not a brass weight, as the 
halanchu is, but a small red berry of that name. These nanchdii 
berries, when of the full size, haye the property of being all very 
nearly, or exactly, of the same weight, which of course fits them well 
for the purpose. 

Stewart gives 7| grains as the English weight equivalent to that of 
the mancJid^i. From a mean of several weighings, however, I find the 
manchd4i equal to grains, or more exactly and therefore the 
JcalafioJiu is equal to 67 grains. 

There is also another kind of berry called hundimat^i used ; its 
weight, when in its full size, is half that of the maUcMii* 

Fractional parts of these weights are in frequent use by valuers. 
They manage to obtain such by using grains of rice, or bits of grains, 
whose weights are determined beforehand. 

lY. — ^AsSIG-NINa THE MONEY VaLXJE OP THE FeAELS. 

The fourth and last step in the process is the affixing the money 
value to each pearl, or set of pearls, in their respective “sizes’" and 

classes.” 

This is an arithmetical calculation of the simplest kind with regard 
to the pearls of the inferior classes, — ^viz., the Kiiruval class, the 
Kalippu class, the Pisal class, the Kural class, the Tdl class, the Mdsu- 
tul class, and OMumutta class, and often the Ma^ai^hu class, —for 
these pearls’ weight being ascertained, each in its class as before 
mentioned, in JcalaficJiu and manchx^i, their money value may be 
then obtained immediately from the market price of such pearls at 
the time, at so many star pagodas (B,s. 3J each) per halanchu. 

Though scarcely necessary, an example will make this still 
clearer. 

Example. — Suppose that in the second sieve (that “No. 80”) there 
are found (say) 17 Kalippii pearls, which weigh together 10 mancKdii; 
and suppose we know the market price for such pearls at the time of 
valuation to be 12 star pagodas per halanchu (20 rmnchd^i) : then 
the value of those 17 Kalippu pearls will, of course, be 6 star pagodas, 
or Rs. 21. Thus : — 

Manchadi. Star Pagodas. Mafichadi. 

20 : 12 : : 10 
10 

20)120(6 star pagodas, or Rs. 21. 

0 2 
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The classes just enumerated are the inferior classes, and as seen, 
pearls of these classes are valued by simple weight at so much per 
halanohiij the market price of course varying for pearls of the various 
“ sizes/’ 

But this is not the plan followed with regard to pearls of the 
superior classes — ^viz., 1, the class ; 2, Anatdri; 3, Samatayam; 
4, Kaiydral; and generally also 5, the Vadivu class ; and 6 (if tolerably 
good), the Machchalcai class. 

Pearls of these classes are not valued by simple weight at so much 
per weight, but at so much per chevvu of their weight. 

This chevvu is a conventional artifice for assigning the proper value 
by weight to a very valuable article of very small weight. Its effect 
is much the same as if valuers agreed to assign to these classes of pearls 
increased weights above their real weights, and then valued the pearls 
at these fictitious weights. 

Something of this nature is usual with diamond merchants also. 
Suppose that a diamond weighing one carat is valued at £8 ; then one 
weighing two carats will be valued at £8 X 2, or £16 ; but a diamond 
weighing three carats wfil not be valued simply at £8 multiplied by 
3, or £24, but at £8 by the square of 3, or £8 x B x 3 = £72 ; likewise 
a diamond of four carats is valued at £8 X 4 x 4 = £128, and a 
diamond of five carats at £8 X 5 x 5 == £200. 

The price of the diamond is thus found on multiplying £8 (price 
of one carat) by the square of the weight (in carats) of the 
diamond. 

This is a good illustration to show what valuation by chevvu weight 
of pearls means. The chevvu weight is simply thi'ee-fourths of the 
square of the weight (in mmchddi) of the pearls. 

Suppose, for example, there be a large A'vi pearl of first sieve 
weighing four matchdii^ and that we know the market price of .d V 
pearls of first sieve to be, at the time, 11 star pagodas per chevvu. 
What is the value of such an A%i f 

Square of four manchd^i^ 4 X 4 = 16 
Three-fourths of this = 12 

(As just stated, this 12 is the chevvu of the weight 4.) 

Then 12 x 11 star pagodas == 132 star pagodas, or Ks. 462, the value 
of this one pearl. 

This extreme example will tend to make the principle clear. The 
weight of the pearl (superior classes) having been found in manchddi, 
three-fourths of the square of this weight is taken. This is the 
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chevm. Then the money value follows at once from the market 
price per chevviv at the time. 

If there be more pearls than one of the same size and class," 
they are generally weighed and valued together, and then the chevvu, 
calculated from the weight of all these pearls together, is to be divided 
by the number of pearls before calculation of the money value of each 
pearl is made. 

In practice, from the nature of the small weights used, fractions of 
different kinds would come into the chevvu calculation. To preserve 
uniformity in such fractions, and in the results arrived at, convention 
has established that aU the fractions in the calculations be reduced, or 
made, to have the number 320 as denominator, this number being one 
that can, from the nature of the weights in use, arise in chevvu 
calculations. 

The actual process, then, in use by native merchants, may be stated 
thus ; — 

i. — The weight, in mancMii^ of the pearl (or pearls, if there be more 

than one of the same size ” and ‘‘ class ”) is reduced to a 
fraction having 320 as its denominator. 

ii. — The numerator of the fraction is multiplied by itself, 2 .e., its 

square found. 

iii. — Three-fourths of the square is taken. 

lY. — The result is divided by the pearls (if there be more than one, 
as above stated). 

V. — The result is then divided twice consecutively by the number 
320, which gives, as the final result, the chevvu of the weight 
in the form of a fraction with 320 as its denominator, as 
required. 

Yi. — An d the money value then follows from the (known) market 
price of the pearl (or pearls) per chevvu at the time. 

Such is the plan followed by native pearl merchants with regard to 
pearls of the superior classes " above mentioned. Probably only a few 
of these men see that aU they do is simply calculating three-fourths of 
the square of the pearls’ weight. To facilitate their own operations 
they have certain tables, constructed once for all ; and besides these, 
something like a multiplication table to 320 times, which one may 
sometimes hear them repeating to themselves. But aU these aids are 
quite unnecessary to anyone who can work an ordinary sum in “ rule 
of three.” 
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It may be well to give a few examples taken from old published 
statements of valuation. 

Example 1. — ^Fourth sieve, 8 Anatdri pearls, weight mancMdi^ 
market price 8 star pagodas per one chemu. What is the value of 
each Anatdri f 

mancMdi = ^ = 

Then, 340 
340 


13600 

1020 

115,600 = square of 340 
Deduct ^ = 28,900 

86,700 == three-fourths of square of 340. 

' gg 700 

320x320 ~ which is the ckevva of these 8 pearls ; 

and chevm of each = ^ of this = nearly ; which at 8 star pagodas, 
or Bs. 28, per one chemu, is valued at Es. 2-2i- annas nearly. 

Where the weight is large it is shorter to postpone to the end of the 
operation the bringing of the fractions to the denominator 320. 

Example 2. — Three pearls weigh 1 halanchu and | mafichddi^ What 
is the chemu of each ? 

( 83 \ ^ " 

^ ) manchddi; 

(7} three-fourths of which This is the 

chemu of all these pearls together ; the chemu of each one = J 
. M . 6889 

ot this — =: 1074i, or, with denominator 320, = 107f|^, the 

cheiwu required. 


I^OTE A.~.The first four “sieves” or “baskets” are called chevvup 
peddi (3^46i^LjQu^a2)j or the chemu baskets,” from the fact that 
in them chiefly are found the pearls of “ size ” and “ class ” good 
enough and valuable enough to be valued by chevm weight, and not 
simple weight ; though this does not by any means prevent pearls of 
the inferior classes also occurring in these four sieves. 

The next three sieves are called vadivup peddi (jsu u©^ilrQLJiL_L5i), * 
or the ^^vadivu baskets,” because the good pearls in them are called 
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^ va^ivu, or “ beatitif ul.’^ The pearls of these three sieves (excluding 

generally those of the Ma^ar^hu class) are also valued by cTievvu 
weight, so that the va^ivu baskets are, in a measure, chevvu baskets 
also. 

Note B. — ^Like all other things of the kind in the world, these 
“sieves” or “baskets” are sometimes made the means of deception. 
Pearl merchants sometimes have one set of sieves for buying with and 
another set for selling with. Indeed it is obvious that if the holes be 
of too large a size, a pearl which should properly belong (say) to the 
jSrst sieve in size, might pass through it and be reckoned as of only the 
second sieve in size, and its value be thereby depreciated. 

However, there is a rule for determining the proper size of the 
sieve- holes. It is this for the first “ sieve ” or “ basket — 

Rule , — Suppose one has twenty perfectly spherical and equal-sized 
A'ni pearls of such size as to weigh together exactly 1 halaflchu 
(= 20 mancM^i) ; then the diameter of any one of these pearls 
is the diameter proper for the holes of the first sieve. Hence this sieve 
is called usually the sieve or basket “20,” by which number it is 
usually known and indicated. 

Similarly, the second sieve is called the basket “ 30,” from the fact 
that the diameter of its holes should be that of any one of SO equal and 
spherical pearls weighing together one IcaJancJiu ; and so on through 
aB the sieves, which are usuaBy known by the following numbers : — 

20, 30, 60, 80 ... CTievvu^ pe(j[4i 
100, 200, 400 ... Va4ivuppe^4i 

600, 800, 1,000 ... Tulpe4di 

though the rule does not apply very strictly to any hut the first 
four sieves, the pearls in the others being so small that a few over or 
under the numbers mentioned wiU not turn the scale. 

Stewart has made a curious mistake in his “ Account of the Pearl 
Pisheries.” He says the first basket has twenty holes, and is therefore 
caBed the “ 20 basket,” and so of the others, as if this would fix the 
size of the holes. The fact, too, is, the baskets have not “ 20,” “ 30,” 
^ &c., holes. 

Note C.— With regard to the weights in use, Mr. Dyke has 
informed me that pearl merchants sometimes make them also a means 
of deception. Being desirous on one occasion of getting a true set 
of weights, he experienced great difficulty in doing so, and finally 
succeeded only by a stratagem. 
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Note D. — If a pearl or set of pearls of the same “ size and “ class 
be exceedingly good, pearl merchants will add on to the money value 
(calculated as before described) something additional according to the 
more than usual excellence of the article. 

This is done especially with regard to pearls of the Kuntval class, 
which sometimes consist of two very fine pearls joined together, and 
which, when disunited, will be fine pearls for setting, though not for 
stringing. 

Similarly, if a pearl be less excellent than is ordinarily the case, 
merchants will strike ofi something from the calculated value. 

It is to be remarked, however, that the valuers called in by Grovern- 
ment to value samples too often exercise this undoubted discretionary 
right to the depreciation, more than proper, of the G-overnment samples. 

Herbert W. Gillman, o.c.s. 

Jafina, Ceylon, 1858, 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE WEHERAGODA 

By Abthub Jayawabdana, Esq., MubaliyAb. 

N the village Weheragoda, or, as it is incorrectly but 
popularly termed, Weragoda, in the Wellabo(Ja Pattu 
of Galle, there exist traces of the site of a temple 
called Weheragoda DevdU, This site (on which, it is said, 
stood also a lueliera or viJidre^ put up in the days of the 
King Dhutugemunu, 164 B.o.) is -within sight of and a few 
yards from the minor road at Weragoda— a village which 
seems to have derived its name from the existence of the 
temple. But no book now extant contains any allusion to 
this vihare, much less to the d^vale. The fragments of a * 
clay lamp, two lamp-holders, and tiles, — unique in their kind, 
and fashioned in a manner quite unfamiliar to the oldest 
inhabitants of the place, — and a coin found during excavation, 
support the current tradition as to the existence of the d^vale. 

This devale seems to have been built and occupied by a 
Malabar man called Dewol Deviyo^ a native of ‘‘ Malayalam- 
desa,” in India. The date of his visit, however, is not known. 
There are some Siigihalese verses and a raft ” of granite stones 
at Sinigama, within the Totagamuwa division, also in the 
Galle Wellaboda Pattu, having reference to this Deviyd’s 
landing at that village, and his subsequent sojourn, &c., at 
Weheragoda. But none of these verses give the date either 
of his visit or of the building of the temple. The fact of 
his having taken up his residence, however, at Weheragoda 
in preference to any other place is a striking circumstance, 
both as pointing to the existence at the time of the vihare 
and to the reason why that place, above others, was resorted 
to by him. 

A person professing to be a god (defoiyd), and intending 
to earn a living by the offerings which such a public 
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profession of Ms supernatural origin was sure to secure 
for Mm from the people around him, must, if he cared 
for a successful realisation of Ms intentions, show himself in 
a place where people giren up to devotion are in the habit of 
congregating ; and no better place could have been chosen 
for such a purpose than the premises where a famous 
vihare was known to exist, as people would, as a matter 
of course, gather there in large numbers for devotional 
purposes. 

The belief of the Sinhalese in the supernatural powers of 
gods, the protection afforded by them to Buddhism, and the 
readiness with which they give ear to the invocations of 
men, the striking dissimilarity from themselves in apiDear- 
ance, habits, and language of tMs Malabar man, as also the 
circumstance of Ms being possessed of a knowledge of witch- 
craft, which must have at that time been looked upon as 
miraculous, — all this must have made the credulous regard 
Mm as a deviyd^ and have induced them to make offerings 
to Mm. 

TMs custom lasted for several years ; and even up to the 
present time offerings are made at this d4vale in the hope 
of protection both from calamities and even in prosperous 
circumstances. 

Orthodox Sinhalese, too, whose belief in this deviyb had 
taken an unusually strong hold of them, turned Kapuralas 
(demon-priests), and initiated the performance known as 
’ Dewol-sarndyama^ or Gini-yakuma — a ceremony which, in 
behalf of sick or diseased persons, Kapuralas continue to 
perform up to date, dressed in scarlet garments, and dancing 
with lighted torches in hand, varying the wild antics they 
perform with occasionally treading heated coal with amazing 
briskness and confidence, while engaged at the same time in 
the manipulation with equal agility of the several tom-toms 
that contribute the music necessary for the ceremony. That 
part of the ceremony which has to do with the heated coals is 
enacted, I am told, in imitation of a like feat performed by 
the Dewol Deviy6 himself. 



WEHERAGODA D^VAL^J. 


43 


No. 34.— 1387,] 


The famous Pattini Deyiyo having become jealous of the 
several deities landing in the Island, and fearing that Dewol 
Deviyo would, by the magical powers he possessed, and the 
other daring feats (for which as a Malabar he was distin- 
guished), attract to himself the oiferings that had hitherto 
been made to her, placed a great heap of red-hot coals on the 
spot where he landed. But with an insensibility to pain in 
keeping with the other supernatural gifts to which he laid 
claim, he is said to have trodden on these red-hot coals with 
the utmost calmness, and, as was to be expected, came off 
unhurt. 

Without waiting to inquire into the probabilities of this 
story, it is of importance as fixing the arrival of Dewol 
Deviyo at a date somewhat contemporaneous with that of 
Pattini Deviyo. But unfortunately even the date of her 
arrival is not accurately known as yet. 

In different other places in the low country devalue were 
erected in honour of this Dewol Deviy6, and the Eapurdlas 
connected with these devdles still continue to perform these 
ceremonies. In Pahalagamhaya, in the Bentota-Walallawiti' 
K6rale, this ceremony is performed once a year shortly after 
the yala harvest, — thanks being offered for the crop already 
reaped, and a sort of protection invoked for the coming crop, 
as well as for the people engaged in agricultural pursuits, — ^by 
the Kapuralas of Horawala, who are called Samis (lords) 
in that village. 

On the site at Weheragoda where this devale and vih4r6 
existed, there are no buildings now except a watch-hut. 
There are, however, seven stone pillars on the ground marking 
the boundaries of the vihare or deval6. There are also on 
the ground lying lengthwise some stone slabs planed so as to 
be used for door-posts. These stone slabs may possibly have 
been pillars intended to point to some sacred edifice on the 
place, although none of them bear any inscription. 

On this temple’s premises there are huge umbrageous 
trees — one of them of a variety that no native is acquainted 
with — ^which the mind of the superstitious devotee can only 
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too easily imagine as being Jiannted by gods. In the garden 
Neralugedarawatta, about a hundred fathoms to the east of 
this devaie, there is an oval-shaped well which it is said 
belonged to the temple. In this well there is said to be a 
subterraneous passage leading to the site where the devale 
stood. But no attempt seems to have been made to ascertain 
the correctness of this report. 

At the edge of this well there is a stone slab formed into a 
pillar, with a lily engraved on one side near the top. There 
are also certain gardens in the neighbourhood of this devale 
called Pinumoela pittaniya^ where feats of strength are 
wont to be practised — Ilanga^watta, where dancing and 
beating tom-toms are practised ; Maluwewatta, where pro- 
cessions are formed and singdram band played ; Kapugedara- 
watta, place of the residence of Kapuwas ; Kapugodellawatta, 
a garden where there was a cotton plantation ; Pokun6watta, 
where there was once a pond ; and Neralugedarawatta, a 
garden where there was a cocoanut plantation. All these 
gardens were, it is said, granted by King Bhuwaneka Bahu for 
defraying the ordinary expenses of the devale. 

The circumstances under which this grant was made by 
the king are also a current tradition in the village. It would 
seem that the queen, being seriously ill, and all efforts at 
restoring her health having proved unsuccessful, she was 
warned in a dream to have a Qini-yahum ceremony per- 
formed by two Kapuralas attached to the Weheragoda d6val6. 
The king being apprised by her of this dream, a mission was 
at once despatched to this d6vale, and two Kapuralas brought 
thence in grand procession. No sooner was the ceremony 
performed by them than the queen wholly recovered from 
her disease. The king’s pleasure and satisfaction at the 
successful issue of this marvellous ceremony were so great 
that he at once made a grant of the gardens referred to for ■ 
the sole use of the temple. This grant, they say, was on a 
copperplate mnnasy now lying, I am informed, in the 
archives of the Colombo Kachcheri. 

This d6vale, and particularly Sinigama, are even yet the 
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scene of pilgrimages by Kandyans — ^the object of veneration 
at the latter place being the stone raft,” which on inspec- 
tion I foTmd to be only a heap of stones. A d4val6, however, 
is being bnilt at Sxniganxa by the people, thus affording a 
proof that offerings are largely made to it. 

Bnt that at Weheragoda there stood a vihire as well as a 
d6yal6 admits of no doubt. Upon the suggestion of a Kapii- 
rala I had the more elevated ground of the temple premises 
excavated a foot deep when I last visited the place, but found 
only an old brick. If a proper excavation is carried out at 
the sites of both this devale and the vihare (where a dagaba 
in which Buddha’s relics and other treasures are supposed to 
be buried, must also have doubtless existed) I have reason to 
believe that articles of archaeological interest will be found. 

As in connection with the Kali Kovila of Bentota, of which 
I had occasion to write during my residence in that District,^ 
it is the intention of several influential headmen in the 
Weberagoda division to rebuild the d^vale on this site. 
But before the site is covered with any building it would be 
advisable to excavate it, as it is still almost intact, no proper 
excavation having been yet made. I have also heard it 
authoritatively said that this Dewol Deviyd worked so much 
on the fears of the people of Weheragoda and its environs 
that not even a grain of gravel has yet been removed from 
the premises. 


See 0. A. S. Journal, VoL VIII., 2^0. 29, 1884, pp. 434-9. 
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A YEAR’S WORK AT POLONNIrUWA. 
By S. M. Bukeows, Esq., c.o.s. 


Report wMcli I Rave been directed to submit to 
Government on tbe results of recent excavations at 
Polonnaruwa contains a detailed statement of the 
various works undertaken there, and leaves me very little to 
say in this Paper. I will content myself with forwarding 
the text and translations of the twelve inscriptions which 
have been discovered during the last year, with my notes 
upon them ; and will only dwell on one or two points which 
would have been out of place in my Report. 

I wish first of all to say a word as to the celebrated “ O-al- 
pota ” of King Ni^saijka Malla. The inscriiDtion has been 
dealt with both by Professor Rhys Davids and by Dr. Muller, 
and both have come to the same conclusion, that the received 
notion of the block of stone having been brought from 
Mihintale is absurd and impossible, and that the word 
Segiri'"'' at the end of ilnQ saunas is a mistake for Sigiri. 
To quote Dr. Muller’s words : — ^ 

III the margin of the stone, on the left hand, we read that this stone 
was brought by the strong men of Kig^anka from Ssegiri (Mihintale). 
This curious passage has found its way into all the books on Ceylon 
(Forbes, I., 420 ; Pridham, II., 558 ; Emerson Tennent, II., 589), 
but evidently there is a mistake in it, and it can easily be corrected. 
As already Forbes remarked, it is a matter of surprise that this weighty 
mass should have been thought worthy of being removed from 
Mihintal6, which is about 60 miles distant in a direct line ; but if 
instead of Sigiri we read “Sigiri,” it is quite natural : Sigiri is only 
10 miles distant from Topaweewa, and it is easily understood that the 
engraver, who knew Ssegiri to be a celebrated place of Buddhist 
worship, put this on the stone instead of Sigiri. 


It is perhaps a little presumptuous to take up the cudgels 
against two such authorities : hut I confess I find it very 


* Ancient Inscriptions in Ceylon, page 66. 
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hard to accept their conclusion. In the first place, there is no 
doubt about the lettering of the word in dispute. The part 
of the inscription in which it occurs is in perfect preservation, 
and the word is indubitably ‘‘ SegirV 

Now, to get out of an apparent difficulty by saying that 
the word which presents the difficulty is obviously a mistake, 
is rather a heroic measure. That the engravers of these 
inscriptions did occasionally make mistakes, and those, too, 
of an elementary and obvious kind, no one who is acquainted 
with them can deny. But a grammatical blunder is one 
thing : a mistake in the name of a i^lace thoroughly well 
known to everybody is another. 

The fact that this enormous piece of granite was trans- 
ported from a considerable distance by ‘‘the strong men of 
King Nissagka” is not doubted by Messrs. Hhys Davids and 
Muller: but they refuse to believe that it was dragged all 
the way from Mihintale {Segiriya \ — some sixty miles, — ^and 
prefer to suppose that it was brought from Sigiriya, which is 
only fifteen miles distant. Now, in the first place, I would 
point out that if the fact of its transport is admitted at all 
(and there is no reason whatever to doubt it), it was not a 
much more difficult feat, considering the physical character- 
istics of the country, to transport it from the former than 
from the latter place. No hills or mountains intervene; no 
large rivers are interposed : the country is as level as it can 
be. The difficulty of making a road through thick Jungle 
applies to the one transit as strongly as to the other. If there 
was a road in existence from either place to Polonnaruwa, it 
certainly ran from Mihintale rather than from Sigiriya. 

There is no record whatever of any visit paid by King 
Ni§sa^ka Malla to Sigiriya ; whereas there are several records 
(more especially the great slab inscription on the platform 
of the Ruwanweli Dagaba) of the state visit paid by that king 
to Anuradhapura, of the respect he paid to its shrines, and 
of the great works his piety prompted him to carry out there. 

We are told that he went thither numerously attended : 
and the passage of chariots and horsemen, to say nothing of 
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the rest of his suite, irapliea the existence or the formation 
of a road of considerable dimensions. Given the use of 
wheeled vehicles, and the possession of large numbers of 
elephants, it is not difficult to guess how and by what route 
the monolith was dragged. 

But there is still another and stronger argument in favour 
of the transport from Mihintale. The inscription on the 
“ Galpota ” is evidently the crowning act of an inscription- 
loving king. It contains by far the fullest account of his life 
and doings, and required a material worthy of its contents. 
It was quite unnecessary to go so far as Sigiriya simply to 
find a large block of stone ; that could very easily have been 
procured from the home quarries which supplied the 
materials for the great city buildings. There was every 
reason, from a sentimental point of view, for not going to 
Sigiriya : there was equally every reason for going to Segiriya. 

The latter was, in Buddhist estimation, the most sacred 
spot in Ceylon. It was the Canterbury of Buddhism : the 
place at which the first great missionary first appeared, whose 
teaching was to direct the religious thought of the Island for 
two thousand years : a visit to which was the ultimate object 
and aspiration of every pious Buddhist. Sigiriya, so far from 
having any reputation for sanctity, had precisely the reverse. 

It was associated in the minds of the people with one of the 
most revolting episodes in Siphalese history ; it was the 
last refuge of a parricide king, who tried in vain to expiate 
his awful crime by the strictest attention to religious 
observances : whose munificent endowments and elaborate 
penances failed to win the approbation even of the monkish 
chronicler of the “Mahawapso.” A stone from Sigiriya could 
be nothing but a souvenir of Kasyapa the Parricide ; a pious 
Buddhist like King Nis§apka would have been about as likely 
to claim such an origin for his great monolith as a Protestant 
of Queen Elizabeth’s day would have been to treasure, and 
boast of, a relic of Bloody Mary. 

There is another interesting point connected with this 
Galpota" inscription. In it King Nis^apka Malla gives 
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the names of his queens at full length, and the name of one 
of them is transliterated by Dr. Miiller’*' Granga wamga 
halyana Maha Deioin loahanse. Now, in the first place, this 
is the only passage out of all Nissaiika Malla’s inscriptions 
in which a caste title is added to the personal name of a 
queen or princess ; therefore it looks as if some importance 
attached to the caste in question. Dr. Muller, howeyer, 
passes it by without question. But the interpretation of 
the words Ganga-vama is not easy. The Gadga-vansa 
minissu are the washers of the Oliya caste, who are not only 
a low caste, but come below the Paduvo and Berawayo, and 
are the only caste who will carry the pingoes of the smiths. 
It is hardly likely that a king of such strict aristocratic 
ideas as Nissahka Malla not only married a woman of a 
very low caste, but made the fact patent to all the world on 
his great Galpota.^^ 

After carefully examining the word, I am of opinion 
that the word is not GccTiga, but Galia^ and if so, 
Galiavansa would stand for Goivi-va?im^ or “the YelMla 
caste.”^’ The question depends upon the presence or absence 
of the sannoga symbol before the second (S). The local 
pandit, who has had considerable experience in reading 
sannas of this period, fancies he can detect it, and no 
doubt Dr. Muller thought so too. I maintain that the so- 
called ^ is written quite differently from an undoubted ( 2 S> 
that comes a few words later, and that the appearance of the 
sannoga symbol is caused by a slight slip of the graying 
tool. If it is allowable to read GaJia-vansa^ meaning the 
Vellala caste, some light is possibly thrown upon the inscrip- 
tion by the same king near the Dalada Mandiraya,t of which 
two other copies have been found this year, testifying to the 
importance which the king attached to its contents. In it 
he urges the impropriety of allowing the Gowi-vai^sa 
to aspire to the sovereignty, and the advisability of securing 


Ancient Inscriptions of Ceylon, p, 97, B (2) (3). f Ktiller, oy. p. 100. 
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th^ SBcceBsioB, to the Kali^ga dynasty. It is just i30SBibl6 
that the king’s marriage with queen Kalyana of the Gowi 
caste had inspired that caste with the idea of securing the 
throne for themselves : at least there aj^pears to be no other 
explanation of the king’s apprehension of their probable 
rivalry with his own family. If, however, the reading 
Gadga-vansa is insisted on, possibly Gaiiga may be an 
equivalent of hswara, and so not out of the keeping with 
Parvati, the name of the king’s mother. 

I should like to call attention to a curious historical 
parallel, though it has no importance beyond its curiosity. 
In nearly all his newly-discovered inscriptions King 
Nissaiika Malla lays stress on the fact of his having tidal)- 
ham nmgi “ ascended the scales according to his vow ” : 
the vow being to give his weight in gold to the poor. He 
reigned about 1187 A.D. Some fifty years before that date a 
hero of early English history was undergoing a similar 
ceremony. We are told that the pious lady Rohese, the 
mother of Thomas a Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, who 
was the type of the devout woman of her day, was wont 
to weigh her son each year, on his birthday, against 
money, clothes, and provisions, which She gave to the 
poor. 

I would also venture to point out the advisability, or 
rather the necessity, of removing at, least the greater number 
of these inscriptions to the protection of some building 
under the eye of the Disawa. The extreme importance of 
preserving them from further decay, not so much perhaps 
for archEeological as for philological reasons, is too patent to 
need insisting on. The certainty of their rapid deterioration 
if constantly exposed to the weather is not the only — nor 
possibly the strongest — ^reason for their removal. The present 
inhabitants of Polonnaruwa are a hybrid and irreverent race, 
most dangerous neighbours to the ruins. Moreover, its 
pasture lands make the place a kind of local Texas, with 
naany interesting examples of the tropical cowboy, a bevy 
of whom were seen, shortly before my arrival, amusing 
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th-emselves by tlarowing stones at the beautifnl statues of 
the Galvihara. 

Other iconoclasts have recently defaced a fine doorway 
forming part of the Wata I)%e, and there is every reason to 
believe that they or their fellows have removed the missing 
portions of the inscription at the Lata Mandapaya for 
domestic purposes. An admirably carved lion, belonging to 
t he frieze of the Wata Dage, was found in the house of the 
local Ahachchi, performing the functions of a turmeric 
grinder. 

To add to the horror of these general tendencies, it is well 
known that any stone with letters on it is popularly 
supposed to mark hidden treasure, concerning which 
fabulous notions exist in the rustic native mind. Of course, 
were it practicable, it would be far more satisfactory to leave 
all inscriptions hi statu quo ; but I am perfectly sure that in 
the face of the facts I have mentioned a local museum is the 
only place for them, — care being taken to attach to each 
inscription a label detailing the exact place in which it was 
found. 


List op Nbwly-Discovbbed Ie^soriptioks bba-lt 
WITH DXJRIEG MARCH, 1886. 

1. — Inscription running round the four sides of the stone 
seat, found on excavating the inmost shrine of the Thuparama. 
Complete : transcribed : translated. 

2. — InscriiDtion on two large slabs forming the side wall 
of the porch of the Heta Cage. Complete: transcribed: 
translated. 

3. — Inscription on a series of stone, slabs forming the 
right-hand outer wall of the inner entrance to the Heta 
Dage. Complete so far as it goes, but unfinished : tran- 
scribed : translated, 

4 —Inscription on four sides of a stone pillar to the east of 
the Vishnu D^wale. Complete : transcribed : translated. 

24877 
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5. — Inscription on a largo stono slab found a little to tbe 
south, of the aboye-mentioned pillar. This is nearly com- 
plete : about six lines are missing. It is a copy of the slab 
to the south of the Dalada Maligawa, which has already been 
transcribed and translated by Dr. Muller.’^ 

6. — Inscription on a broken slab near the new Vishnu 
Dewale, No. 1. This is very incomplete, and is another copy 
of the preceding inscription. 

7. — Inscription on decorated frieze which ran round the 
inside of the Nissaiika Lata Mandapaya. Very incomplete : 
transcribed : translated. 

8. — Inscription on one (and each) of the pillars of the 
Nissaiika Lata Mandapaya. Complete : transcribed : trans- 
lated. 

9. — Inscription on a broken pillar of the Nissadka Dana 
Mandapaya, Complete : transcribed : translated. 

10. — Two fragments found inside the newly-discovered 
Vishnu Dewale, No. 1. Too incomplete to be intelligible. 

11. — Inscription on large upright slab to the east of the 
main road, between the Heta Dage and the Rankot Dagaba. 
Partly illegible : transcribed : translated. 

12. — ^Inscription on a multitude of fragments found inside 
the outer shrine of the Heta Dage. Partly illegible and 
incomplete : transcribed : translated.f 


1 . — Inscrijotion on the large Stone Seat inside 
the Th'h^^drdma, 

(Text.) 

Sri Wira Nissanka Mallena Sri Parakrama Bahu nanida 
margaya sita maha nuwansa kshrirarna wenuna. 


* Mtiller, o;p. cit,^ pp. 100, 133. 

t The original copies of these inscriptions have unfortunately been 
mislaid by Mr. Burrows. The manuscript transcripts in Koman 
character have therefore been followed exactly, rather than delay the 
printing. — JIoii. Sec. 
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Okawas raja parapuren a Kalinga Sri Parakraraa Bdliu 
Chakrawartin -wahanse Lanka dipayata eka mangala dipayak 
men paena Lankatan kaprasa maya kotae samaeta Lanka 
dwipaya apawaraka grahayakse sambadka kotae Sitd Chotta 
Gandadin ka sangra martita Maka Dambadia Maka piriwerin 
waeda nano sa rajadin rata bim kaerae walwadanawun bald 
knlnnin abkayadi Bambadi waeda prattimallayak kn no 
daekae jaya stkamba karawa naewata Lak din waedae bokd 
kal naesi tnbn Lankawaka sakwala Bambadiwae Lakdiwae 
tanki tanki sastra karawa nanose yajakayanta apamana wastu 
•\vidka kotae epamana kinndn satntnnowae kawurudnpata 
Bataratnla bkarayak naegi ran rnan wastra baranadin lo 
waessa dilindn kaerae lo sasnn wneda kotae kaya krickcka 
•winoda j)inisa waedae kindina asanayai. 

(Sloka.) (Translation.) 

His Majesty Kalinga Okakrawarti Parakrama Baku, wkc 
was a descendant of the Okkaka race, having made all 
La^ika’s isle to appear like a festive island, having made all 
La^ka like unto a wishing tree, having made all Lapka like 
unto an incomparably decorated house, having subjugated 
in war Sita, Gkoda, Ganda, &c., — went to Maka Dambadiwa 
with great hosts ; and seeing that because of his coming 
kings and others left their countries and came to him for 
protection, he treated them with kindness and stilled their 
fears ; and having met with no rival after his landing in 
Dambadiwa, he erected pillars of victory, and again came 
to Lanka’s isle. Lapka having been neglected for a long 
time, he erected almshouses at different places throughout 
the whole of Dambadiwa and Ceylon ; and on his return 
spent ever so much treasure on mendicants. Not being 
content with all this, he determined on a distribution of alms 
four times in every year, and by [giving] gold, jewels, cloth, 
ornaments, &c., having extinguished the poverty of the 
inhabitants of the world, and done good to the world and to 
religion,— this is the seat on which he sat to allay bodily 
weariness. 



54 


JOURNAL, R.A.S. (OEYX.ON). [VOL. X. 

(XoteB.) 

This fine stone slab was found under masses of dehoHs 
in the inner shrine of the Thiiparama. It lies exactly under- 
neath the principal altar, and rests on what appear to be four 
capitals of pillars. I am inclined to think it is not in its 
original position, partly from the fact of its supports having 
evidently been intended for another purpose, and partly 
because it is hardly likely that the king sat down “ to rest 
from body weariness ” in the most sacred part of a Buddhist 
temple. 

I think there is no doubt that this is one of Nissaiika 
Malta’s inscriptions, though he calls himself by almost as 
many names and titles as he ascribes to himself virtues and 
victories. I have a word or two to say regarding this king, 
as I think he has been hardly dealt with by Drs. Goldschmidt 
and Muller. They both observe that the “ Mahawayso ” is 
silent about the great political and military acts of which 
Nissaiika Malla has left so many memorials, while at the 
same time the Mahawayso ” ascribes various similar acts to 
Parakrama Bahu the Great, and therefore conclude that 
Nissaiika’s oft-repeated glories are flights of the imagination, 
and that he drew largely on Parakrama Baku’s career for 
his own self -laudation. I am very much inclined to suspect 
that the reverse may have been the case. It is perfectly 
true that ail his inscriptions teem with high-flown enco- 
miums on himself, his race, and his actions. But this 
surely is not an uncommon characteristic of Oriental inscrip- 
tions. It is equally apparent, in the light of recent dis- 
coveries, that Nissaiika Malla erected a very large proportion 
of the important edifices of Polonnaruwa ; and there is no 
reason to doubt that he carried out extensive and costly 
repairs at Anuradhapura and Dambulla. There are several 
points in the inscriptions he has left behind him which may 
give us a clue to the silence of the “ MahawapiSo ” respecting 
him. Although he erected several buildings in honour of 
Buddha, it does not appear that he did much for, or in- 
terested himself much in, the priesthood. His tastes seem 
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to have lain rather in the direction of foreign conquest 
and lavish almsgiving than of the endowment of viharas. 
According to his inscription at the Ruwanweli Dagaba, Ann- 
radhapura, he appears to have dealt with those who threw 
off their robes and did work which disgraced the church. 
According to the “ Galpcda^'^' he expelled the unrighteous 
from the religious communities, and thus freed the country 
in general from the thorns (of evil-doers).’’ In the frieze 
inscription of the Wata Bage we find him erecting a 
Brahmaua almshouse. Probably none of these things were 
particularly pleasing to the priesthood. His predecessor 
Parakrama Bahu, on the contrary, whose praises are sung in 
the “ Mahawaijiso ” so loudly and at such length, appears to 
have been just such a royal devotee, of the type of Tissa and 
Butugemunu, as the priestly chronicler loved. The only 
inscription we have of his — that on the Galvihara — reads 
more like the confessions and instructions of an ascetic than 
the memorial of a king. And it must never be forgotten 
that the “ Mahawayso ” was written entirely by, and chiefly 
for, monks. If we had before us a fair secular and political 
history as well, it is more than probable that we should 
form a very different estimate of the vazdous kings whose 
reigns are detailed in it. 

I have not translated the opening words from ndnidd to 
wemmia^ because I do not understand thexn. 

Okdivas, I have ti’anslated this literally as “the 
Okkaka race,” instead of adopting the Sanskrit equivalent, 
“ Ikshvaku.” 

CliaJcraivartin. As this word is not explained or com* 
mented on by Drs. Miiller and Goldschmidt, I think the 
following exti’act will be found of inteTest : — 

That the cuRtam of surrounding the sepulchres of mighty |dngs is 
of remote origin throughout the East is evident from what we know of 
the funeral ceremonies practised at the time of the invasion of 
Western Asia by the Scythians, 625 b.c, Tims the Chakravartins, 
a branch of the great Scythian race, or Sakas, were styled the Wheel 
Kings,— in fact, kings of the circle,—/, e., monarchs who ruled all 
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within the “Chakra” of rooks supposed to surround the world. 
Hence, as the symbol of universal authority, the tombs of these kings, 
after their cremation and certain recognised ceremonies, were 
surrounded by a circular range of rocks or unhewn stones, — in fact, 
amorpholiths, — ^to signify that they were lords of the Universe, So 
S4kya Buddha requested that he should be buried according to the 
rules of the Chakra wartins.* 

Walianse^ derived by Dr. Goldschmidt from ivalian^ 
“ slippers,” which always formed part of the royal insignia. 
This however does not explain the termination se (though 
Goldschmidt thinks this may be a local accusative) ; and it 
is curious that the slippers, of all emblems, should have been 
chosen to form a title of respect. Unless, indeed, aS the 
modern petitioner “ throws himself at your honour’s two 
feet,” so the ancient courtier spoke of “the king’s most 
excellent slippers ” when he meant “ Ms majesty.” 

Slid GhoUa Qandddm. Ganda is said by Dr. Miillert to 
be Bengal proper; but I am not aware whether Sitd and 
Chodd have been identified. 

Maha Damladia. I take this to mean the Pandi and 
Chola country. 


2. — Inscription on the side of the Porch of the Beta Ddge. 

(Text.) 

Srih Dharamassoyan sarwuwa (sarbbha?) lokaika man- 
yassreyo dayi sarbbada rakshaniyah bhupalendran yachate 
kirttihehor bhuyo bhdyo Wira Nissanka Malla. 

Sri mat anat utun guna genen hiwi okawas raja parapurehi 
wu akasachari Kalinga Chakrawarttin wahanse kulena Sri 
Jayagopa rajayan wahanse nisa Parabbati maha dewin 
wahanse kusen Kalinga ratae Siphapurayehi jdtawu Sri Sanga 
Bo wiraraja Nissanka Malla apratimalla Kalinga Chakra- 
warttin wahanse raja piliwelin ahhis^ka ladin wotunu pae- 
laendae maharaja tan patwa mulu Lakdiwu nishkantaka 


See “ Mouuds and Megaliths,” by Capt. S. P. Oliver, b.a. 
f Muller, O'XK ait.j p. 23, 
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kotae pera raj tin nobada ayagena drastakala Lanka wasayinta 
pas awnrndtideka ayahaerae hawnrudnpata pas tulabharayak 
di nam gam -wahal sarak pamnnn parapnren ran man was- 
trabheranadi boh6 wastu di snapat karawa kaeti ada haemae 
kalatamae baerae wal maha wae tanae pranayinta abhaya di 
tun rajaya paedae kunu kotae sialu jala durga giri durga 
wana durga panka durga ba gam bim bala loka sdsana 
samurdba kotae yudhas eyin siywranga senanga pirawari 
Damba diu-waedae [dwanda] yudba sena yudha ilwa noladin 
Cbola Pandiadi raja daruwan wela genae ewu ran aengili ha 
raja kanya kawan ba panduru daekae jaya sthamba karawa 
Lakdiu waedae milowa saturan iiaeti bae'win paraloa saturan 
dinam hai sita swadesa paradesa yebi bobo satra namwa 
kai^rukse saraba maba dan pawatwa dalada patra dbatun 
•wahanseta urebi da Wirababu maba panan wahanse ba du 
Sarbbaiigasundarin wabanse ba puda dedena wabanse gala- 
wana pinisa gbanaran dagobak karawa silamaya wata geya 
Nissanka lata mandaiDaya Nissanka dalada geya karawa 
ananta wastu parittiyaga kotae puja karawa bobo gam bim 
werawaesun puda wadala paridden matuwana raja darua 
nudu raksba karanu manawi dabamanam me mulu lo 
rasaganneyae sita de loAva sapat ada rini raekaneyae matu- 
wana raja wirun mese saganneyae Kalinga Lakindu Nisaka 
rjwa gunawanneyae. 

(Sloka.) (Translation.) 

Plis Majesty tbe Illustrious Sanga Bo Wiraraja Nissatika 
Malla Apratimalla Kaliiiga Cbakrawarti, who was born at 
Si^bapura in tbe Kaliiiga country, tbe son of bis Illustrious 
Majesty King Jayagopa and of ber Illustrious Majesty Queen 
Paiwati, wbo was of tbe illustrious Abasacbari Cbakrawarti 
race, and belonged to tbe line of the kings of tbe Okkaka 
dynasty, whose ■virtues and high qualities are innumerable ; 
[His Majesty] having succeeded to the throne and been 
anointed and crowned, and become king of kings, united all 
La^ka under one sceptre. He conferred upon tbe inhabi- 
tants of La^ka a five-year’s remission of those taxes which 



S8 jOUKNAL^ R.A.S. (CEYLON). [VOL. X. 

former kings kacl collected unremittingly, and had thus 
impoverished Lai^ka. Every year he |)erform 0 d the vow of 
the scales ; his gifts of titles, villages, slaves, cattle, enviable 
posts, gold, jewels, cloth, ornaments, &c., were immense ; 
and gave satisfaction. He exempted from tax such grains 
as are cultivated with the Jceti. He gave security to 
animals that live in the jungles and large tanks. He 
journeyed throughout the three kingdoms, and inspected the 
strong places in the waters, and on the hills, and in the 
forests, and in the marshes ; and plentifully endowed both 
[the people of] the world and the religion. Delighting in 
war, and accompanied by a four-fold host, he went to India, 
and reduced to bondage the kings of Chola and Pandij-a who 
refused to meet him when he challenged them to single and 
to general combat. He looked upon the tribute which they 
sent, of gold rings and royal virgins, and having erected 
pillars of victory, he returned to Lapka. A.S he had no 
enemies left in this world, he determined to gain the victory 
over his enemies in the other world : he adorned and 
enriched both his own and other countries [till they became] 
like wishing-trees ; and conferred vast bounties. As he had 
dedicated his son Wira Bahu, the illustrious Yiceroy, and his 
daughter Sarwaiiga Sundari, to the illustrious Tooth ajxd 
Bowl relics, in order to redeem them he made a dagaba of 
solid gold, and he erected the round-house built of stone, 
and the Nissai'ika Flower-scroll Palace, and the Nissaiika 
Palace of the Tooth, and distributed vast wealth in alms and 
oiferings ; hoj)ing that future kings will not interfei^e with 
the many villages, lands, and slaves which he dedicated. 
He considered that it is the Law which contains the very 
essence of this life, and can ensure happiness and love both 
in this life and the next. May future kings think the same! 
These are the virtuous sentiments of King Kaliiiga Lakindu 
Nisaka. 

(Notes.) 

This saunas is particularly well perserved, and still in 
position. My own impression is that the porch on which it 
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stands is a later acldition> by Ni^sai^ka Malla, to the Heta 
Dage. It is in a much more florid style, and is not necessary 
architecturally. 

SrihDharmassoyarn Nismnka Malta, This sUka also 

commences the Galpota'^ (See Muller, op, cit,,, pp. 95^ 

A'kdsaohdri I take to be an honorific epithet, like Ghakra- 
although Br. Miiller translates it literally. The 
power of flying through the air implied in it is, according to 
the ethics of Buddhism, “ possessed by all birds and detvaB^ 
^by some men, and by some 

Walial samk pa)nHnu parap}vre)i. The last two words 
are left untranslated by Br. Muller.f I imagine the modern 
equivalent to be irenaf (tniaini p)*(isa}i Haiiiira fanaturu^ 
and have translated accordingly : but 1 should be very glad 
to be corrected if I am wrong. 

Kaetiada means, I fancy, all such grains as are cultivated 
with the keti, i, c., all chena produce. 

\JD}canda^ yudlm send yndha. The same phrase oceim 
in the Galpota d" therefore we may safely supply the word 
divan da, which, in the present inscription, is virtually 
illegible. 

Ban (wngill. This phrase also occurs in the Gnlpota,''' 
but is not translated by Br. Muller.^ 1 suppose it means 
'•‘gold rings.’” 

8arhl)ddga sandartn, literally, “the incomparable beauty ” 

Sllamdya ivata gey a. This I take to be the Wata Bage, 
which we know from the inscription on it was built by 
Nissaiika Malla. Br. Miiller has committed a curious 
mistake in calling this inscription “the frieze round the 
Tliuparama.’’^ The Thuparama bears no external inscrip- 
tion, and the newly-discovered one inside does not refer to it. 
The inscription he refers to is round the northern entrance 
to the Wata Bage. 

NiHsanka laid mtndapaija. This, we now know (see 


Spence Hardy : *’ Manual of BnddMsmy p. 521J. f Mailer, op. oit p. 135, 
X Id., pp. as (17), 131. § Id., pp. 05, 93, 128. 
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page 68, Inscription 7) is the building to the west of the 
Heta Dage. 

Nissanha daladd geya. This may be the building 
known as the Dalada Maligawa at the present day ; but I do 
not think so, as that building appears to me to be in a far 
purer and simpler style than Nissahka Malla admired. 

Weraivaesun. I am not at all sure about the translation 
of this word. 


3 . — Inscription on the series of Slabs on the right of the 
Inner Entrance to the Beta Edge. 

(Text.) 

Sri Sinha Wikramaeti Sri Sinha pureswara Lankeswara 
Kalinga Chakra wartin wahanse raja siri paemini dewana 
hawurudu patan Lankawa sisara gam niam gam raja dhani 

Miwu noyek prasidha sthana samanola adiwii giri 

durggada at ambulu pakakse bala wadara gaeniyek nawaratna 
piru karandiiak genaye numut tele kumak dayi no kiana 
niyayenrajeya nistkantaka kotae semehi taba purgwa raj cyan 
sat awurudu sat masekin uangwu maligawa bala wadara 
apasewu rajakenekun nanguru maligawe hinda wedayi 
pansalis dawasak atulehi sat mahal maligawa kudu nangwa 
porabalana paridden anarga mandapaya kudu nanwa aetpora 
bala tarada kahara salawa atuluwu tun asanaya kudu nanwa 
mehi wasal pauru adiwu taenda karawa silamaya kotae sandi 
mandapaya boho kalak pawatna niyayen mese kalingody 
anaya diwia bhawanayakse karawa Kalinga Wega Karnatta 
Gujara adiwu noyek desayen bisowarunda genwd, antajipure- 
yehl wena wenama noyek lesa maligada nanwa boh6 sanpat 
da di wadara tun rajayehi noyek tanhi maligada satrada 
nanwa ananta yajakayanta ran walan ridi walandin ichcha 
bhojanaya kotae mese tun rajaya noyek paridden bala 
wadarana kalae gauda niata kota Nissanka gauyai taem 
hinduwa akuru kotawa Kalinga Subhadra bisowun wahanse 
ha Kalyana maha dewin wahanse ha maha panan wahanse 
ha Wikrama Bahu oepanaiji wahanse ha Chandra bisowun 
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wahaneetia Parbattiwahanse ha Sarwanga Sttndariii wahanse 
atnluwn atadena wahanse tula bhara noegi hawurndupata 
melesadi pera nobadd ayagena drastakala Lankawdsayinta 
ran walan ridi walan adiwii boh6 sampat da di wadala danata 
jiwika hein walkota gatten ayada nciaha wae taninta piamburn 
watada haema kalatamae no gan.* 

(Translation.) 

His Illustrious Majesty Si^ha Vihrameti Sri Siigha Pures- 
wara La^keswara Kalinga Gliakrawarti, after he had reigned 
two years, made a royal progress throughout La^ka, inspect- 
ing the Tillages, fortified Tillages, towns, &c., and seTeral 

places of note Adam’s Peak, &c., and the rock fortresses 

(liaTing them before him), like a ripe neli fruit in his hand. 
He united into one kingdom, and brought peace to Lagkd, 
so that a woman, though she carried a casket containing the 
nine gems, would not be asked, What is it ? He saw a palace 
which a former king had erected in seTen years and seTen 
months ; (and thinking) “a king of our renown should Mto 
in a palace worthy of us,” he erected within forty-fiTe days 
a palace of seTen stories. He erected an admirable building 
from which to watch the fights of wild beasts, and he 
watched the elephant fights (from it). Together with the 
banqueting hall he erected three thrones, and furnished 
these palaces with gates, ramparts, &c. HaTing built the hall 
of beautiful stone work as a lasting memorial, he in this 
manner made the royal garden of Kaliiiga like the residence 
of a god. He got him queens from many places, from 
Kalifiga, Wega, Karnata, Gujara, &c. In the harem he built 
seTeral palaces of Tarious kinds, and expended much 
treasure. In the three kingdoms he built palaces and alms- 
houses at seTeral places ; to numberless beggars he gare the 
food which they like in Tessels of gold and silver. In this 
manner he thoroughly inspected the three kingdoms ; and 
he prepared mileposts, and calling them Nissaiika’s mile- 
posts, he fixed them in their places and inscribed them. 
He, together with Her Highness the Queen Subhadrd of 
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Kaliiiga, Her Majesty the Queen Kalyana, His Highness the 
Viceroy, His Highness the Grown Prince Wikrama Bahu, 
Her Highness the Qtieen Chandra, Her Highness Parvatti, 
and Her Highness Sarwaiiga Sundarin, eight persons in 
all, took the vows of the scales, and every year gave aims 
in this manner. To the inhabitants of Laiika, who were 
impoverished by the taxes collected by former (kings) 
without restraint, he gave gold and silver and much wealth. 

(Xotes.) 

This inscription is in very fair preservation. It was 
found, like the preceding one, when the Heta Dage was 
thoroughly excavated. The king Nissaiika Malla adopts 
yet another style at the commencement : but there is no 
doubt about his identity. The first four lines are identical 
with the inscription at Wandarupa vihare, seven miles from 
Hambantota.^ 

Baja siri ...iKttan. I translate this slightly differently 
from Dr, Muller who, however, had not the advantage 
of the full text. 

Prasidha stlidna ddiiuii. The illegible words here 

may be supplied from the insciiption at Wandarupa vihara. 
The text would then run : — Prasiddha sthdiia lid jadadiirgga 
pai^ka diirgga wanadurgga Samanola ddiwu. 

At ambulu pakahse hald. The simile is apparently 
based on the clearness and transi3arency of the ripe nelli 
fruit. 

Goeniyeh no kiana niydyen. This phrase occurs, 

slightly altered, in Nissaiika Malta’s inscription at Dambulla.f 
N or are such boasts confined to Eastern kings. The obviously 
similar legend embodied in “rich and fare were the gems she 
wore” will occur to every one ; and in the seventh century 
A.n. we learn from Boeda’s History that it was the boast of 
Eadwine, king of Northumbria, that a woman with her babe 
might walk scatheless from sea to sea in his day. 

Purgtva raje hald luaddrd. This may possibly refer 


* Mailer, ait.^ pp. 102, 135. 


p* 91 (13). 
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to liis predecessor, Parakrama Baliu the Great, who, we are 
told in the “ Mahawapo ” (ch. LXXII.), hixilt a palace seyen 
stories high, containing four thousand rooms, with hundreds 
of stone columns. 

Porabalana paridden aM porabald. No trace of 

this building has been found yet ; but it is the only mention, 
so far as I know, of this un-Buddhistical custom, and is 
therefore extremely interesting. 

Taoxula hdhdra sdldtva. 1 have translated this as 
banqueting hall” with some hesitation. 

Kdlhtga^ Wega^ Karnatta^ Gtfjfcray ddiwu, I cannot guess 
where “ Wega” is, and know of no other refex^ence to it : hut 
I have little doubt that Ivarnatta ” and Gujara ’’ are the 
Karnatic and Guzerat. The latter was probably then devoted 
partly to Buddhism and partly’* to Jainaism, but it must have 
been very shortly after this date that its inhabitants adopted 
the worshii) of Yishuu, which in its turn very quickly gave 
place to the Sivite cult. 

Bern walmi rldi walandln. The word ivalan is 
strangely translated in several places by Drs. Muller and 
Goldschmidt as ‘‘bracelets,” as though it were the plural of 
ivalalla. In the first place, this is grammatically impro- 
bable : nor would a gold bracelet be a peculiarly appropiiate 
gift for a beggar. I think this passage settles the mattei'. 
It is hardly probable that the king gave food to beggars in 
bracelets of gold ; but if we give to ivakm-ivalandin the 
natural meaning of “vessels,” “bowls,” the sense is clear and 
the grammar correct. It was (piite in keeping wdth Oriental 
ideas of magnificence for the king to feed his almsmen out of 
vessels of gold and silver. 

Qauda nidta kota ... Jcotaivd. This is an interesting 
fact, and surely says a good deal in favour of Nissaiika 
Malla’s domestic policy. 

Kdlinga Suhhadra hisowun tvahanse. This queen is 
mentioned in the “ Galpota ” inscription, but is there called 
Mahd Ddwin ivahansd. 

I have not translated the last three lines of the inscription. 
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They are ohscnre, and the sentence is unfinished, though 
there is plenty of room for more lettering. 


4 . — Inscription on the newly -discovered Stone Pillctr to the 
east of the Vishriu Dewdle. 

(Text.) 

Sri Kalinga Lakeshwara Parakrama Bahu Wira Eaja 
Nissanka Malla Apratimala Chakrawartin -wahanse boho 
yajakayanta dan denu kaemaetiwae daknnu digin Kamboja 
wasala ha uturu digin dawasei wana ha agala haema kota 
naegenahirin simapawra ha basna hirin Nissanka samndreya 
himi kotae. Meki satara himin atulehi iiyanakkarawa satro 
dhyanayayai nam taba Nissanka dana winoda manda|)aya 
pawra atulehi gas kola pitat wae tesu tan satra santaka kotae. 
Me uyanae paluphala satreyen daneya ganna yajakayanta 
mae ganut an keneknn tamanta anubhawayata wat tesn 
pariddekin yamma wiadamakata wat nogannama sandaha 
sita leka kele. Satrnyen pita tesuyainma leseka mein saeka- 
matreyaka tamataga wewayi ammta dun wewayi kawndn 
bain wuwawwnayi kabal gat at aeti yajakayan ha samayoyi. 

(Beneath the last line is a drawing of a crow and under 
it a drawing of a dog.) 

(Translation.) 

His Illnstrions Majesty Kaliriga La^keswara Parakrama 
Bahii Wiraraja Nissaiika Malla Apratimalla Chakrawarti was 
pleased to confer a boon on many beggars. He erected an 
almshouse and gave it the name of Nissaiika’s almshouse 
throughout the three kingdoms, and was pleased to bestow 
ripe and unripe fruit of charity on such beggars as received 
alms from it. The boundary on the south was the Kamboja 
gate ; on the north the stone ivdna together with the whole 
of the moat ; on the east the boundary wall [of the city] ; 
on the west the whole of Nissailka’s ocean Topawewa], 
He made a royal garden within these four boundaries, and 
called it the royal garden of the almshouse; with the 
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exception of the trees, <fec., which are within the ram^Dart of 
the Nissadha Dana Winoda mandapaya the rest of the 
land he made to belong to the almshouse. With the 
exception of such beggars as receive alms from the alms- 
house, [namely] ripe and unripe fruit of charity, no one 
else is to take [such produce], whether for his own consump- 
tion or for any pecuniary motive ; and to ensure this, he 
erected this stone inscription. Any stranger of any sort, not 
mentioned in the proclamation, who shall take for himself 
or give to others even the smallest twig from it, shall be 
likened to dogs and crows, and shall be classed with beggars 
who go about with earthen bowls in their hands [t.c., 
“unattached” beggars of the loAvest grade]. 

(Notes.) 

This inscription is in excellent preservation, as it w^as 
almost completely buried in earth. It is to the east of the 
so-called Vishnu Dewale. 

Kainhoja wdsala . — This is perhaps the most interesting 
allusion in all the new inscriptions. I append the passage 
from Fergusson’s “ History of Architecture,” which appears 
to me to lend it especial importance: — 

The first assertion in the traditions of the Cambodians is sufficiently 
startling. “ In the country of Borne, or Komaveise, not far from 
Takkhasinla (Taxila), reigned a great and wise king. His son, the 
vice-king, — Phra Thong by name, — having done wrong, was banished, 
and after many adventures settled in Cambodia,” &c. The time is not 
, indicated, but we gather from the context that it must have been 
about the fourth century. It may at first sight look like catching 
at a nominal similarity, but the troubles which took place in Cashmere 
in the reign of Tungina, and generally in Western India about the 
year 819, look so like what is recorded further east, that at present 
that seems the most probable date for the migration, assuming it to 
have taken place. Many would be inclined to doubt the possibility of 
any communication between the two countries ; but it ntust be borne 
in mind that the country around Taxila in ancient times was called 
Oamboja ; that it was the headqnarbers of serpent worship ; that the 
architecture of Cashmere bears every considerable vesembiance to that 
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of Cambodia ; while there is a general consent that the Cambodians 
came from India. If this were so, it seems certain that it was not 
from the east coast that they migrated. As pointed out above, it 
seems certain that the Indians who introduced Buddhism and Buddhist 
architecture into Java certainly went from G-uzerat, or the countries 
on the west coast. This seems undoubted, and there is no greater 
improbability of a migration from the Indus to Cambodia than of one 
from Guzerat to 'Java. Ceylon was always addicted to snake-worship, 
.and may have formed a halfway house. On the other hand, it is by 
no means improbable that the communication may have taken place 
behind the Himalayas ...... AIL this will require careful elaboration 

hereafter. 

Now, there are four facts -which appear to me to throw 
light on this problem, and to make it more than probable 
that Ceylon was the “halfway house” which Fergusson 
.suspects it may have been. 

(1) The fact is elicited from this inscription that one of the 
city gates of Polonnaruwa was called “ the Kamboja gate : ” 
possibly, surely, from its being situated on the side from 
which the exiles entered, or by which the emigrants left ? 

(2) A curious fact is mentioned in Nissaiika Malla’s 
Inscription at the Ruwanweii Dagaba, Anuradhapura, viz., 
that when that king visited the famous shrine, he nob only 
•gave security {ctbltayadl) to all animals within seven gaia 
of it, and to the fish in the twelve large tanks, but he also 
gave security to the birds in the following manner : he 
presented the Kambodyans with gold, cloth, and other accep- 
table gifts, and ordered them not to kill birds ! Dr. Muller 
makes no comment whatever on this passage, which is either 

-,a very strange omission, or else shows that the matter was too 
well known to archeologists to require explanation. I am 
unable^ even to guess why the Kambodians should have been 
specially; addicted to killing birds. Perhaps a better acquain- 
tance with Kashmir or Kambodia might throw some light on 
this ; but tfcere can be no doubt that here is a second 
allusion to . the\;^eople — as residents of Anuradhapura- who 
gave their name o one of the gates of Pulastipura. 
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(3) Not only was Ceylon always addicted to snake- 
worsMp,” but there is evidence to show that in Polonnaruwa 
there were actual “ Snake Temples.” The Naipena Yihare, 
which is near the Eankot Dagaba, is an undoubted Nfiga 
Kovil,” or possibly a pair of temples ; and near it there is 
.another building of a similar intent. 

(4) The Hinduism of Polonnaruwa appears to have been 
almost entirely Vishnuvite. I know of no direct evidence 
of the presence of the Sivite creed ; while, on the other hand, 
two stone temples have been discovered this month with 
undoubted statues of Vishnu actually inside them. This is 
exclusive of the well-known (and very beautiful) Vishnu 
DeivcUe to the east of the main road. Now, the Vishnuvite 
creed is in'ecisely that side of Hinduism (to quote Mr* 
Fergusson again) “which picked up the serpent-worship 
which the Buddhists had rejected.” 

Without wishing to press these arguments too strongly, I 
think we may safely say that this is a line of inquiry which 
deserves further investigation. 

But to return to the inscription under consideration. 

Agala haema kota. — The moat which surrounded the 
principal part of the city. This, after recent clearing, is now 
plainly apparent. 

Simd ^aivra. — The city wall, running along the bund of 
the moat. A very good piece of this wall has been discovered 
by the Disawa. 

Nissanka samudreya^ i.e., Topawewa. — Compare the 
“ Sea of Parakrama.” 

Nissanka dcina ivinoda mandapatja, — This has been dis- 
covered. (See Inscription No. 9.) 

The last three lines of the inscription are illustrated in 
sculpture at the base of the inscription, which terminates 
with two well-executed figures of a crow and a dog. 
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6 . — Inscription on a hrohen slab near the new 
Vishnu Dewale, 

(Note.) 

This is the only inscription of which three separate 
copies haTe been found. It relates to the question of 
succession to the throne, about which Nissahka Malla was 
evidently very anxious. Like the preceding inscription, it 
terminates with sculptured figures illustrative of the last few 
lines. There are two rows of figures represented : in the 
upper row are the hansa^ the lion, the horse, the elephant, 
the cobra, and the sun ; in the lower row are their low-caste 
equivalents : the crow, the Jackal, the donkey, the snipe, the 
worm, and the firefly. The meaning of this is sufficiently 
apparent. 


7 . — Inscription on fragments of Inner Stone Frieze of the 
Nissaiika Lata Ma^gdapaya, 

(Text.) 

man ha gunen mitra santana kotae mitra santana 

nekae mattawunta taman wahansege sau 

yehidi tutabhara naegi no ek desa wasayinta no ek 

wastu tiaga kotae e taenhi boho kalak pawatna paridden 

ha Lankeswara Parakrama Bahu Ohakrawartti swamin 

wahanse Nissanka Malla wiruduwata sudusu baewin Soli 
Pandi adiwu raja daman ha yuddhayata sarasunu kal hi 

Lak Wijaya Sinha Senawita wuru nawan wahanse 

bisowamn ha aetun asun 

waedae karawa wadalada waedae wadarana Nissanka 

lata mandapaya. 

(Translation.) 

Rud gold, having done favours out of kindness to the 

others who were unfriendly, His Majesty’s 

having performed the vow of the scales, having spent 

much money on gifts to the inhabitants of many places, in 
order that it might last for a long time in that place 
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His Majesty, the overlord La^ikeswara Parakrama Baku 
Chakrawarti, because he was fitted for warfare, when the 
kings of Soli, Pandi, &c., were arrayed for battle, His 

Excellency the General Lak "Wijaya Si^iha and the 

^queens, elephants, horses 

having accomplished and given, this is the Nissafika 

Hall of the Flower-scroll in which he rested. 

(Notes.) 

Considering how this inscription has been knocked about, 
we are very lucky to have got the two fragments which 
give us the name of the king and of the building, We 
have so many inscriptions of Nissa^ka Malta, and this 
•one appears to have been so very like several of the others, 
that perhaps we may bear with equanimity the loss of the 
body of its contents ; but it was evidently the most highly 
decorated of all, and it is a pity that more of the scroll and 
flower pattern is not left, as such as there is of it is admirably 
executed. 

The building in which it stands is extremely curious, for it 
appears to be an attempt at reviving in its original form the 
•old Buddhist architectural peculiarities — the stone ^‘post 
and rail.” The best known (and, according to Fergusson, the 
•only) built exam^ile of this stone fence is at the Sanclii 
Tope : but there it is on a veiy much larger scale, and 
moreover the posts there supported a plain architrave, which 
is not the case at Polonnaruwa. This building is referred 
to in many of Nissaiika’s inscriptions. Although it has been 
terribly broken, two of the posts with their rails still remain 
standing. It is noticeable that neither posts nor rails bear 
•any kind of ornament. In India, after the design became 
purely ornamental, it was decorated with displayed lotuses 
in increasing j)rofusion. 

The external measurements of the building are 29 ft. 4 in* 
from north to south by 35 ft. from east to west. The posts 
measure 5 ft. 5 in. in height (including the slight capital) 
by 8 in. by 8f in. The rails are 3 ft. 2 in. long by 7|- in* 
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by 6 in. The two upper ones are 6 in. apart : the lower one 
is 10^ in. from the ground. The upper rail is 1 ft. 3 in.. 
below the top of the pillar. 


8 . — Inscription on each of the Pillars of the Hismdka 
Lata Mandcipmja. 

(Text.) 

Mitrayin loka sasana sanaha loka waaayinta punyaksh6pa 
kota asana nia lata mandapayai. 

(Translation.) 

This is the Hall of the Flower-scroll (built) as a resting- 
place, out of benevolence, for the sake of the world and of 
religion, that the inhabitants of the world may partake in 
the merit. 

(Notes.) 

This is on one of the six tall pillars which supported 
the roof of the inner enclosure of the Nissaiha Lata, ilanda- 
paya. The shape of these pillars is very curious and unique,, 
and it is a great pity they are all broken. A very similar 
pillar has, however, been found entire near the 8ut Mahal 
Prasdda, and put into position. It will be photographed this 
month. 

The Mssailka Lata Mandapaya is mentioned in the 
“Galpota'^ inscription, but the language is obscure, and I 
do not feel quite sure that Dr. Muller’s translation gives 
the exact meaning, though I hesitate to correct it.* 

^.—Inscription on a broken pillar of the Nissatika Dann 
Maridapaya. 

(Text.) 

*3ri Nissanka Malla Halinga Farakz'ama 13ahu Ghakrawartti 
Bwamin wahanse Dambadiwa no ek desayen a parad^sayinta 
swadesayinta (dijita?) waeda hinda dan dewa wadarana 
Nissanka dana windda mandapayai. 


Muller, op. eii., pp. 98, 131. 
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(Translation.) 

TMs is the Nissaiika Hall of Almsgiving, in 'which His 
Illnstrions Majesty Nissaiika Malia Kalinga Parakrama Bahu 
Chakkrawarti sat when he gave bounties to foreigners who 
came from several countries in Dambadiwa and to the 
inhabitants of his own country. 

(Notes,) 

This large building — the N'isscMoa Dana Winodcc Man- 
dajjaya — ^was found by my exploring party early in March. 
Every one of the very largo pillars which supported the 
roof is broken, but we were fortunate enough to find, in the 
jungle close by, the upper fragment of one of them, which 
bears this inscription, and thus identifies the building. If 
this is the only jDillar which was inscribed — and it is hardly 
likely that they were all inscribed — the find was peculiarly 
lucky. This building is referred to in the “ Qalpota^'' inscrip- 
tion in these terms : In order to witness in person the 

rejoicings of the mendicants who received presents, he built 
another almshouse which he called the 'NUsaAl'ca Dana Man- 
dapar^ 


10 . — Inscription on two f ragments of slahs. 

(Notes.) 

These pieces are too fragmentary' to be of any use. One 
piece is let in (apj>arently at a later date) to the floor of the 
outer shrine of the Vislmii DewdU; the other is loose. 


11 . — Inscription on large iqmight static slab between the 
Heta Ddge and the Ratikot Ddgaha, 

■ (Text.) 

(First eight lines illegible.) 

Kalinga Chakrawarttin wahansege wanseyehi upan 

Sinha Bahu rajayan wahanseta jraysta pntrawu Kalingayen 


Muller, ojp, oit,f p. 131. 
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Lankawata taesa yassappraleya kota manusiya wasa Icota 
ekata patra rajeyakala Wijaya rajeyan. 'wahansege wansa 
darampaa’ayen d Lakdiwa eka rajeya kala Parakrama Baku 
pit kimiyanan 'wahause rajawa ■wanseya mattatada j)awatoa 
kaemaetiwa purgwa rajeyan kota a paridden mae Sinhapnre- 
yata yawa beanannwan -wabansegenwa tamanwahanse nae- 
mula hitidi pata bandawa saestreyeM nipuna karawii aeti kota 
■wadar a rajeya sanatha kalatnren swuregnstbawn kal hi mema 
kramayen abMsnrkta 'wn Wijeya Baku wahanseta paeraedae 
duskamarttiyayan raja droM wac Lankd’wata kala wihipat 
sidhS Wijaya yan taen nawatsetehi taba dun rajayehi 
himiyanan 'wahanse abhisikta wae saha -wotunu ambaranin 
saedi sinhasanarudhawa daskankalawunta abhiwurdhi wuwa 
maena-weyi sita -wadara Wijay^ yan taennawan ruan dnm 
■wuyehi patan sri saerira raksayehi siti henut pera parid- 
denma Kalinga paramparawata rajeya sadhadun seyinut me 
kunge wansa paramparawada. Wijaya rajayan -wahanse kere 
patan Kalinga wanseyatama duskamkota a heyinut me kala 
duskamata tu. 

(Translation.) 

(First eight lines illegible.) 

form of the Illustrious Kalinga Chakrawarti race, 

the eldest son of the king Sipha Baku, having come from 
Kalinga to Lapka, and conquered the Yakkkus, and made it 
habitable for man, and brought the kingdom under one 
umbrella (sceptre) ; descending in the direct line fz'om the 
race of the illustrious Wijaya Raja, having made the island of 
Lapkainto one kingdom, his revered Majesty Parakrama Baku 
wished to perpetuate the royal race. After the manner of 
former kings, he sent to Siphapura and fetched his nephew, 
and during his own lifetime decked him with the fillet 
(of loyalty), instructed him in the science of war, and 
adopted him. After the kingdom had been firmly estab- 
lished at the time that (Parakrama Baku) died, (there 
arose) wicked ministers who were traitors to His Majesty 
Wijaya Baku— who had been anointed king in the same 
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manner (as liis predecessor) — and created disturbances in 
Lai^ika. (The king) took into his favour His Excellency 
Wijaya Tan, and in the kingdom which he gave His 
Majesty was anointed and crowned, was invested with the 
royal ornaments, and ascended the lion-throne. Considering 
that it is right to show favour to the faithful, and since His 
Excellency Wijaya Tan, from the time of his investiture 
with the gold chain and thread, had protected the royal 
person, and since he confirmed the kingdom in the possession 
of the Kalinga family, (who had it) from days of yore, 
and since his race and family had been faithful to the 
Kalinga race from the time of king Wijaya — in return for 
this fidelity 

(Notes.) 

This is probably the most valuable find of all, as, to 
whatever king it belongs, it certainly belongs to a king of 
whom no other similar record exists at present. I am 
inclined, on the whole, to ascribe to it an earlier date than 
Nissaiika Malla, and to take the allusions as referring to 
Parakrama Baliu the Great and his nephew Wijaya Bahu 
(the second), who succeeded him, the latter being the author 
of the inscription. (See Mahawa^so,” ch. 80.) It is just 
possible, however, that another Wijaya Bahu, of later date, 
may be referred to, who began to reign at Dambadeniya, but 
subsequently conquered Polonnaruwa from the Tamils. I am 
told that there are conclusive references not only to this 
Wijaya Bahu, but also to his general Wijaya Tan, in the 
“ Piijawaliya.” I am having the reference searched for, and 
should it be conclusive, I will communicate a further note 
on the subject. It is a great pity that only one side of this 
inscription is legible, but I have still some hopes of part at 
least of the other side, for the lichen with which it was 
densely covered in the dry weather when I was there, is said 
to disappear partially towards the end of the rainy season 
from similar stones ; and there is a man on the spot who will 
be able to send me an accurate copy of so much as becomes 
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legible. The last six lines of the illegible side appear to be 
in a different lettering. 


12. — Inscription on several fragments of slabs ivhioh 
formed part of the wall of the Inner Shrine of the 
Seta D age. 

(Text.) 

Sri Siri Saiigha Bo Wira Eaja Nissahka Malla Kaiiiiga 
Parakrama Bahu Chakrawarttin wahanse Bndn sasun 
paswadahas pawatna sandaha sardha bnddhi pnngwangama 
\vae snpilipaen malia sangaya wahanse dharmma wlneya wn 
paridden pnrana piliwet. 

(Translation.) 

His Majesty Saiigha Bo Wira Raja Nissaiika Malla Kaliiiga 
Parakrama Bahn Chakkrawarti was pre-eminent for faith 
and conviction that the religion of Buddha would last five 
thousand years ; the illustrious pmuty of the great priest- 
hood (having made ?) ancient imles in connection with the 
doctrine and the law. 

(Notes.) 

It is quite possible that a Sanskrit scholar would be 
able to make out a few more words from the inscription 
than I have given. A great many Sanskrit wmrds are 
evidently introduced into the succeeding lines, but I was 
unable even to guess at them. It was impossible to take a 
“squeeze” of the inscription owing to its extremely frag- 
mentary condition. 
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NOTE BY Me. T. BEBWICK, 

In his “A Year’s Work at Polonnaruwa” Mr. Burrows discusses a 
supposed difficulty in the interpretation of the words Ganga-vat^^a^ 
which occur in the name of the queen of Nissaiika Malla inscribed on 
the“Galpota” as Ganga-vanm Kalydna Malta Dewm Wdhanse; and he 
endeavours to solve the question by the theory that the word trans- 
literated ganga is really galta^ and that Ganga-vun,^a would stand for 
Goiol-vansaj or “the Wellala caste.” 

Having looked into the matter since the Paper was read before the 
Boyal Asiatic Society, I think there is no real difi&culty in the 
interpretation, and every reason for believing that Dr. Muller and 
the local Pandit referred to by Mr. Burrows w^ere right in reading 
the word as ganga. It is notorious enough that the Indian sovereigns 
of Ceylon were in the practice of getting their queens from India, and 
from the ancient and royal dynasties there, one of the most ancient 
and renowned of which was the Ganga dynasty, house, or vama. 
The country called (Kong^i■desa^ the heart of which lay in what are now 
the districts of Salem and Coimbatore), had, during many ages, an impor- 
tant place in the political geogra})hy of South India, and “ we have a 
very definite account of a long dynasty of Ganga, or Kongu, kings ” 
w^ho reigned over it — a dynasty which, “ on the authority of the Markara 

copper plates, has-been believed to have lasted from uhe beginning of 

the Christian era down to the year 894 a.d., about which time it was 
overthrown by the Cholas,” It has been said, indeed, that these plates 
are forgeries, and that the fii’st king of the true Gaiiga dynasty 
Kongani-varma Bay a I., or Madhava I., “of the Kanvayana family, 
and of the Jdhnavi or Ganga race,” ruled there only from about the 
beginning of the 10th century. But it appears from independent 
sources that a Kadamba king, Mrigesa-varma, achieved a conquest over 
the “ Gangas” in the 5th or 6th century, and a list of twenty-one 
Gaiiga kings of Kongu-desa, including and mhseguent to Madhava I., is 
given in the “ Kongu-desa Bdjakkal.” 

A considerable time after the final conquest of the Kongu-desa in 
1080 A.©., another line of Gapga kings ruled over Orissa. This 
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Ganffa-mTisa dynasty was established there in 1132 A.D., by Chor- 
-ganga (who certainly came from the south”), and continued to rule 
Orissa till the last of that Ganga-vansa line (Elutharuya Oeva) was 

• assassinated in 1534 a.d. And— bearing even more strongly on the pre- 

sent question — there was yet another line of the Ganga-vansa which 
•governed south of Orissa and north of the Godavery, apparently 

from an unknown antiquity, and which after a long eclipse reflourished 
towards the end of the 10th century. 

The foregoing particulars as to dates, &c., are taken from Sewell's 
“ Sketch of the Dynasties of Southern India,” under the titles “ Kongu 
or Gahga Kings,” “ Orissa Kings,” Kalinga,” and “ Kadumbas.” 

IN'ow, Kissaiika Malla tells us in inscription Ko. 2 that he was 
himself born at Si^hapura in the Kalinga country, of illustrious 
parents, whom he names ; and it is therefore not surprising that one 

• of his queens should have been a lady of the ancient and illustrious 
Ganga-mnsa : nor that both of them should have been proud of her 
descent. 

This race has links of association with Ceylon of more importance 
than the mere fact of having given a queen to one of its sovereigns. 
It was the third (or an early) king of that line in Orissa who, in 
1174 A.t). (almost synchronous with the erection of the chief works at 
Polonnaruwa), built the great temple of Juganat in Puri, the sacred 
Dantapiira, the city in which till 319 A.n. was treasured the great relic 
which has been so bound up with the history and fortunes of Ceylon, 
and a temple which derives the origin and sanctity from a Brahmanical 
and Vishnuvite distortion of the story of the Tooth. Had the Burmese 
or Arracanese invaders of Orissa been as successful in their attempt 
to capture the relic as they were in supplanting a dynasty and in 
holding the country for one hundred and fifty years, Ceylon itself 
would have had a very different history and fame. Anyhow, it was to 
consecrate and perpetuate a gross distortion of the story of the palla- 
dium of Ceylon that a Ganga-vansa prince built at J aganat one of the 
most famous temples in the world. 

Perhaps, too, it is owing to the connection of its sovereigns with the 
race of the Ganga-vai^sa — those devoted followers of Yishnu, who in 
Orissa, superseded the Kesari-vansi and the worship of Siva— that 
Mr. Burrows has to tell us that he finds the Hinduism of Polonnaruwa 
to show little or no indication of Sivaism, It was just when the 
Ganga-vansa and Yishnavism were dominant in the native land of 
the sovereigns of Ceylon, and when Jugandt was being built, to 
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signalise the double triumph, that the Hindu Par£krama Bahus were 
adorning Polonnaruwa. 

Addenotm. 

1. G-eneral Cunningham, in his Ancient G-eography of India” 
(p. 517 and map, p. 52G), places Danta^nira on the Godavery, thirty 
miles north-east of Koringa, at Baja Mahendri, the present Baja- 
mundry ; hut Fergusson has since indentified it with FuriJ^ 

2. That Sighapura in Balihga, the birthplace of Nissahka Malla, was 
actually under the sway of the Ganga-vai^sa of Orissa during his time, 
may be collected from Stirling’s “ Account of Orissa ” in volume 15 of 
the “ Asiatic Besearches.” The town of Siyhapura, or at least the town 
in Kaliiiga which retains that name, is situated in the hill country of the 
eastern Ghaats, on the bank of the Kagavelly, some eighty miles from 
where that river forms an estuary of the sea at Chicacole, which is about 
fifteen miles west of Kaliiigapatam. And the epoch of the Parakrama 
Bahus of Polonnaruwa was 1153-1186 a.d. How, Stirling tells us 
(page 164) that “ during the sway of the princes of the Ganga-vanmi 
line, for a period of nearly four centuries (from 1132 a.d. onwards), 
the boundaries of the Baj of Orissa” extended on the south to the 
Godaveri, or Ganga Godaveri,” and on the west to ‘‘ a line drawn 
through Sinhburu, Sonepur, and Bastar,” and, therefore^ they included 
Sinhapura. Again, Baja Anang Bhun Dea, one of the most illustrious of 
the Gahga-'cansa line, ascended the throne of the Gajapatis, 1174 a.d. 

It was he who commenced the great temple of Jaganat in the 
twelfth year of his reign, and completed it in 1196 a.d. In his speech 
to the assembled nobles he is recorded as having stated his additions 
to the Baj to have extended on the south ‘^from the Bassikoilah down 
to the Dandpat of Bajinandri,” and on the west to the confines of 
Boad (Bodh) Sonepur.” (lUd^ pp. 269-71.) 

3. Light is thrown on the origin of the title Gahga-va^m by the 

following passage : — ^^‘This personage [Chor Gapga, or Ohurang Deo], 
whatever his real origin, is fabled to have been the offspring of the 
goddess Ganga Sana, or the lesser Ganges (Godaveri), by a form of 
Maha Deo. With him [in 1132 A.D.] began the race of princes called 
the Ganga- Yansa, or Gangban’s line, who ruled the country for about 
four centuries, a period fertile in great names and events of impor- 
tance, and which forms unquestionably the most brilliant and 
interesting portion of Orissa history.” p. 267.) 


* “ Tree and Serpent Worship.’ 
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NOTE BY Mr. W. P. EANASIIJHA. 

In the “ Mahawa^sa” we do not find a king of Ceylon by the name 
of Nissatika Malla. He is called there Kirti Nissailka, and is said to 
have been a prince of the Halifiga race, who reigned nine years, from 
1200 to 1209 A.D. His works are highly but laconically spoken of by 
the historian. 

It is only from his numerous inscriptions that we learn who his 
parents were, the names of his queens, and a detailed account of his 
numerous works. 

In the “ Galpota ” (stone book) he is said to have weighed himself, 
his chief queens Hdliiiga Subhadra Maha Devi and Gaiiga-vaqsa 
Kalyana Maha Devi, his son, and his daughter in a balance every year, 
and to have distributed five times their weight in alms amongst the 
priests, the Brahmanas, the blind, the lame, and other destitute and 
friendless people. 

Mr. Burrows, in his Paper read at the Eoyal Asiatic Society’s 
Meeting, says Ganga-vansa is a mistake. It would mean, says 
he, the Dhoby caste or the Paduwa caste. He therefore suggests 
Gaha-vatisa, With due deference to Mr. Burrows, I think otherwise. 
Gaha-vai^^sa would mean “ the Tree-race,” from gaha^ “ tree,” and 
mnsa^ ‘^race” ; or House-race, from galia (Sanskrit griha)^ a 
house. 

It appears from the same inscription that Nissaiika Malla sent an 
embassy to the K^ifiga country, and caused many princesses of the 
Sdma (Lunar) and Surya (Solar) races to be brought hither. One of 
his queens, Kaliiiga Subhadra Maha Devi, may have come from Kalifiga 
the Northern Oircars. The name Kdlinga^ which the king himself 
bore, seems to warrant such a conclusion. 

The question is whether the name Ganga-mii^sa Kalydna Makd Deviy 
as it appears in the inscription, is correct or incorrect. 

In this investigation it is necessary to understand what Ganga 
really means. 

In the “ Yishnu Purana,” page 169, it is said that the capital of 
Brahma is enclosed by the river GaiSgiL, which, issuing from the foot 
of Yishnu and washing the lunar orb, falls here from the skies.” 
According to the ^^E^m^yana,” the Gaiig4 came down from the sky at the 
prayer of Bhagiratha, but lest it should destroy the earth by the shock, 
he, on the advice of Yishnu, prayed Siva to receive it on his head, and 
then to let it fall gently bn the earth ; and it was thus allowed to come 
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down in streamlets after many austerities had been performed by 
Bhagiratha.* 

In the renowned Sanskrit vocabnlaryj “ Amarakosha/’ the common 
names for rivers are given as Nadi, Barit, Tarangine, Scg., and various 
rivers are mentioned by name. The first is Gangd. Its synonyms are 
also given, such as VisTimi podi, in allusion to the myth that it issues 
from the foot of Vishnu ; BMgiratlii, in allusion to its coming down 
from the skies, by virtue of the austerities perfoimed by Bhagiratha. 

In the Pali vocabulary, “ Abhidhanappadipika,” the names of five 
large rivers are mentioned, namely, Gangd, Addravati, Yaimnd, Sara- 
bJiiL, and MahL 

The common names for rivers as given there are Savanti, Ninnagd, 
Si7tdhd, Saritd, Apagd, and Nadi, One synonym for the river Gangd 
is given there, and that is Bhdgiratlii. 

Monier Williams, in his ‘‘ Sanskrit Dictionary,” says “ Gangd (said to 
be from the root gam, ‘to go*), the river Granges — the Ganges personified 
and considered as the eldest daughter of Ilimavat and Mana, 
and wife of Santanu and mother of Bhisma, or as one of the wives of 
Dharma. There is also a Gangd in the sky, Alcana Gangd, and one 
under the earth.” 

Professor Childers, in his “Pali Dictionary,’* explains the word 
Gangd thus : “ (f ) The river Ganges, the celestial river, the milky way ; 
Gangeyyo (adj.), belonging to the Ganges.” 

Hence it would appear that neither in Sanskrit nor in ancient Pali 
works could the word Gangd have been used as a synonym for nadi, 
“ river,” If one were to write in Sanskrit or Pdli Yamuna- Gangd, it 
would not mean the river Yamun^, but the Yamun& and the Ganges. 
In the same way, Achiravati- gangd would not mean the river Irrawaddy, 
but the Irrawaddy and the Ganges ; for the simple reason that Gangd 
is a proper name, and not a common name for a river. It is only in 
Ceylon that the words gangd and ganga — ^which latter is a corruption of 
the former — are made to do duty as synonyms for nodi, “ river.” Hence 
we have in Ceylon the K^lani-ganga, the river Kelani ; Kalu-ganga, “the 
black river ” ; Mahaveli-gai^ga, “the great sandy river.” I concede that 
in modern Ceylon P^ili works written by Sinhalese who have made 
gangd a common name for a river, it is erroneously used as a synonym 
for nodi; but this cannot affect the present question. 

The sun and the moon were deified by the ancients, and we have in 


* “ Bamdyana,” page 18. 
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tliG inscription referred to a Solar race and a liunar race of Mngs. The 
river Ganges, as we have seen, was similarly deified, and it is very likely 
that there existed a royal race in the neighbourhood of the Ganges 
which went by the name of Gangd-vai^sa^ and that bTissaiika Malla’s 
queen Kalyana Maha Devi was one of them. 

I do not see how Gaiigd-vansa could be used for the Dhoby caste or 
the Paduwa caste, and I^issaiika Malla was too proud a prince to marry 
any one not of a royal race : for we read in his inscription at Daladd 
Mandirava, in Polonnaruwa, the advice which he gave to his subjects, 
not to give the kingdom of Ceylon to Chola or Kerala, or princes of 
other countries which were non-Buddliistical. Not even the men of the 
“ Govi tribe,” says he, should be raised to the throne. In the absence 
of princes, he says, one of the queens should be chosen to the 
kingdom ; some other caste may emulate the conduct of the kings, yet 
it certainly will not meet with respect, but only with ridicule. From 
this it is evident that this high-minded prince could not have married 
even one of the Govi tribe, much less a Dhoby or Paduwa caste woman. 

Since writing the above I have found conclusive proof that there 
existed in India a dynasty which went by the name Gangd-vansa^ In 
Kajendralal Mitra’s “Antiquities of Orissa” (ancient Odra), voL L, 
page 4, the following passage occurs : — “ Traces are not wanting to show 
that during the ascendency of the Gangd-vanm princes their kingdom 
embraced Gour on the one side and the whole, or at least a part, of 
Karnata on the other.” Again, at page 110, vol. II., he says : “Puru- 
shdttama Deva, who next to Ananga Bhema was perhaps the most 
distinguished and successful prince of the Gangd-mnm line, devoted 
much attention to the worship of the divinity, and called himself, like 
his predecessors, the ‘ Sweeper of the Sacred Temple.’ ” 

Marshman, in his “ History of India,” says that the Kesari family 
obtained the throne of Orissa, and held it till 1131 a.d. : they were 
succeeded by the line of Gungu Bunsu [Gaiiga-vapsa according to 
Marshman’s mode of spelling Indian words], who maintained their 
power tin it was subverted by the Muhammadans in 1668.^ 

Balfour’s “ Cyclopaedia of India,” p. 256, contains the following : — 
^^Ganga-vansa\ or Gugu pxtee [Lc., Gagapati^ meaning the chief of the 
Ganges] , a dynasty that ruled in Orissa from about the twelfth century.” 

It would hence appear that Hissahka MaUa reigned in Ceylon at the 
time when the princes of Gaiiga-vapsa dynasty were holding the reins of 


Marshman, “History of India,” page 23, third edition. 
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OoYemment in Orissa — country, according to Onningliam’s “ Ancient 
Geography of India,” lying to the north of Kdlihga ; and Ganga-vansa 
Kalydna Malta Devi was no doubt a princess of that line. 


KOTE BY Eev. S. coles. 

Me. Berwick’s article is a very satisfactory solution of Mr. Burrows’ 
difficulty with regard to the Gapga dynasty, and is a step towards the 
confirmation of the hypothesis of Professor Oldenburg, that P^li was 
a dialect of the Sanskrit, spoken, not in the basin of the Ganges, but 
in some districts in Central or Southern India where Buddhism was 
early established, and whence it was easily transferred to Ceylon in the 
P^i language. 

Howsoever that may have been, my object in writing this is briefly 
to show that the word Ganga is a generic and not a specific or proper 
name. It is almost certain that in Sanskrit, which was probably spoken 
only in the watershed of the Ganges, that the term Ganga practically 
was a proper name, as is customary among all riverside inhabitants 
throughout the world, who always speak of their river as “ The Eiver ” 
without any further appellative. Besides, the fact that in Sanskrit 
wmrks a celestial and a terrestrial Ganga are mentioned is a proof 
that the generic idea of Ganga was not unknown to those people. 

In Buddhist works frequent mention is made of other livers beside 
the Ganges under the term Ganga, In the “ Savidhi Dipaniya,” in the 
Byangana Division, on the 64th page, seven nadis and five gangas are 
mentioned. In the Commentary of the “ Angotra Sangiya,” the word 
Ganga is used between twenty and thirty times in connection with 
other rivers besides the Ganges. In the course of my reading I have 
frequently come across it in the Tipitaka books, where it has the 
generic signification. 

It appears, therefore, that although the Sanskrit-speaking people of 
the Ganges valley used nadi as the generic and ganga generally 
as the specific name for river,” yet they also employed the latter in 
the general sense, as did also the other inhabitants of those parts of 
India where Pali was spoken and Buddhism had been established. 


NOTES BY B. GUNASEKAEA MuBALiyAK. 

Page 63.— Eeading Lanhd dipayata eha mangala dijgayak men 
Lanhdtanlajprasamayahote samasta Lanlcddwipaya a^awaraka 

48— 8& ^ 
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^rahayahse sambddha Icota, I -would propose to render it : “ Having 
arrived at the Island of La^kd, like a festal lamp (for Lapka), 
he allayed the fears (of the inhabitants) of Lapkd, and having 
screened (protected) the -whole Island of Laigka, as one would do in the 
case of a lying-in chamber.’^ 

^^Bdjddin deha" jmj'bQ rendered: “Having seen the princes, 

&c,, quit their lands and rush into the jungle, he kindly gave them 
assurance of safety, and seeing no rival even in Dambadiwa,” 

Page 66. — Reading Sri Dliarmassreydn sarwalohaiha mdiiyasy 
sreijoddyi sarwaddrahshaniyah BMiymUndran yachate hirtihetOTj hJiuyo 
hMyo v)ira Nismnha Malla, I would suggest the follo-wing 
version : — 

“ (May there be) prosperity 1 The Dharma (Buddhist system of 
doctrine) is most excellent ; (it is) the only thing worthy of being 
respected by the -whole world : that confers final happiness : that 
should be protected at all times : the heroic Mssafika Malla requests 
that supreme rulers of the earth may do so for the sake of 
renown.” 

Page 66. — I think Ganda must be written Gauda (( 3 \C 55 <s)fi))^ which is 
applied to Bengal proper. Clidda is the Sanskrit, = Chola Pali = 
Sighaiese Soliruta^ identified with modern Tanjore. 

Page 57 . — Sarhhdngasxindarin may be rendered “ endowed with 
beauty all over the body,” being compounded of mrwa, “ every,” 

limb, and sundari “(a woman) who is handsome,” yVcxYiipesun — 
“garments,” “ coverings for the body,” compounded of loera “body” 
and wesun “ coverings.” 

Page 70. Sxd Siri Sanglia Bo Wira Rdja^ tC*c. I wo-uld propose to 
render the above inscription as follows : — 

“ The illustrious overlord Siri Sapga B6 Wirardja hfissafika Malla 
Rnliiiga Parakrama Bihu, with a view to ( sandalid ) the permanence of 
the Buddhist religion for five thousand years (and)^^ infiuenced by 
faith and (prompted) by wisdom, f the duties performed by 
the well-conducted great priesthood in conformity with Dhamma 
(Doctrine) and Vinaya (Rules of Discipline),” 


* purwdngamaw^ ior:im7igioangammo(s,---whidh literally means 

going before” or ‘‘ preceded by,” 

t Here the finite verb has to be supplied from the latter part, which is 
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THREE SI^THALESB INSCRIPTIONS: TEXT, 
TRANSLITERATION, TRANSLATION, 

AND NOTES. 

By MudaliyAb B. GujstasiSkara. 

I. — La:^-k1tilaka Inscbiption. 

(Text.) 

esq ©@^530(1) dd ^QoWQiSic^d <i2S®©45DsaS)3g 

■2SD®g(2) ®©e3sagc5 e3C3®(§i€SS£53 ©qSDe5©cd(3) 

®aDS3o63c3o©ao^ri'®ej' ©sifS Sgc3'i©o®^3j’(4) 

®«5D^ ■553id'g ■zSDscasa 8(§® £S)d Sg® eseoeace 

2S£d‘(5) csSs-S^g c3S3c 5'®©^9 ®30S^ 8,§®e3i@^5a^ 8g® 
C3fiosS'2Sf ta®£3.4iSS(6) asidg ^g£d‘®0i9 ®d0z 5^ ^©§8 ©©aS 
®c 3.^?3^(7) ^88SS(5'-i^®cs.gi5:f(8) Sg® cefiDescssSqjisI 

C3®9.4^© gq(3©d'i'25j‘ ^i®®q25D£2f ®8'aD3©25i’ ©^sf© saicfg 
®q®©^9 ®30S3f ^®S3 @®3Se33@i-2Jf0 8©03 ©^oessD®^ 
Si©)gid' Qo-sg ©qSca e3iQ(9) ®q®«S2sg 

©ra^sd' cTtocaffifClO) 0aSg©3 ia0 iSSscags 8g®ca3@^jrf 

figScs® 8g® e3eogc3£rf®q«a3©aDod’®8sd’ @®®^ ©©sSes^ 
ca2sd0s)e5d®8si' ®03®£3c^c5'«n3©caiSj©®sd’®8sf gcao 
®(11) e3S3<eg8?53(12) og §®© ®®S3c^©d3i^g §©» 

®®^S <^i®®q2n3®cs<‘ ^©s ea^cS'tosd' 00^33300 qdsd 
csifsS ^S^d.g(13) 0a(^9^5^(14) ®qSdd^^i©2Sd©ias^®8 
£3^* 9 ®s 2(1.5) ©^^€^(16) (234^a£S(17) &3dy)'3qag®3cS?(18) 
®qSd'8^c3'i©£sd‘©&j£sd’®d‘^ ®®s3f©c5i£SdS£s£Sd’©d’Gf ®®£S 
•gq.sd’ ®qScS'2d’®eo£5d' eae^^^g ®e3«330o2533S2a3S £S3®g 
®®sgsd 233®sd zszcd'g e33i33®o0sd‘ 8(§®®(3 dS 0i(3®za3adq 
O0^ ®S3D£5d’233l<ld’0 qSSf ©3 t30e3£S d3C325d(l 9) <¥?l45'^§ 

®®I ep©38©d'i£sd0 s«sd ©sd’ dsSdisi 3^ 8§ ©‘q 

825d ®gd'£Sd’ ^C53®cfi£5d’(20) S3£S^®aa© e3i©0£S©CJ«sf § 23t©g 
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®>dJ«SD30Jsf ssjtd'g ^QozssjSoea 

CoS «S3i)03 SSSlCi’Q <S'£!}^S!)30°233Sz3aDC5‘ 

©ca? o3®s^®csf g@ 003 zaidg ^aSS ScaeJ 

® <s3c5S)a®c3i9 8^9g ®^O®03® g?9®30s^ <^8d^3QS)di 
isSQil) 8«)id®d; ^i£g«5g ®q03e3®cd ®ao^e^o®c^^0a5D^d©e^ 

eiooS®®te®casd fi3iS3®£32O®0c80 RSldg taoiSacS® ®<ei 
ssiiss g®£3DiS® 003CS®®o3^d gsSDg cg®«a3S®3d’c3 ®£g 
£3023/0 ^®0C3 QfSt^lQssi qclSi ®z,«SD0iS ®S3«SO30“2S)3S 

zasd’^csl <^oa ^S®s)acd ©©©si® Sgc3'i03253 ,^0(5®^ sSS 
83g®0^d Sg'00c330!^£3/ ^ 8 £sf gqgadi^as/ ®s5^3©2Sf 
0 ^ 5/0 Cf§?g 0 qei 0 s^ 0 a £53c3'253ic3'03g <^g 2 Si’®q 0 . 

©rooS^d a^gdiSg" e3C3o0a?;d a<3’-€SSq0®coDS£d Sg' oel 
c3D0«5d’ ^t4900 ®<^®(93d!c33085s/' ®®{^3 

eDC3®25):(S0<580 ^z4g0g ®€5aDo0«2333S2a3c5'®Gs/ 

tsi®si&(si o§^( 22 ) g^S'i^^csaJ 8 g £g4<3,§(f0®'CS332d©3 
Ssssi&csssi ®g'0aao055S/ 03C30 asiidg (^Saaodcajd^cKi^d 
8 g £3<5’'S^Sq0®«)DSc3e53D(^®0-2d Sg'00c33055s/ ess/di 
Os/£32Sdjgce2d®oo^d 8 g 2aa3®(3ca3®cs)382d ©g^aacoo© 
a^o/ 8 g ©q^®a330 cSadoi^desag 

©5'(23, 24) qcSS o0ad C3gts30®c5 (g® q£d03 a^gcTt 
®g 00 @(3,(gs3§-€^2icgo/ e32ds33®aDs/ ®c508S®c 30(25) 
©ass^isf figdiasaso ©q^ac/ a^Ss ©sao/ <^i®®q-a53s/ 02 s /0 
^10 0 g(^ 2S!aD3 gad S5tS/ 8 g ©GD3©®0 

gs/ ^g" 000005523/ <^i.ag 00 a^gcs't^g'aa qc3O23dca30 ®q,@ 
^i^^Oa ®®Sa 50 asi“ zsiia/ e3c5'4fi(g@g o5(^®qad 
©®a9 ®q G30 ©aiDcg 0(^80 six^s/ ®ida3o0o2a3S 

asjocf^od a3®ad®csDad 8 g ds/c/ad ® 0 d ^0 a3®zaS <|iag 
0 g oDdxOTo^^ad ®®@sd® 253®ad®c6d ©(^^'©csof^ad dad© 
e53(3ad cD^-^ad SS®ad®coad ©q^Sooagod 00C3d 

aSad ©odsSad odsifd? csodSooagad ®®®d’® SoDod^cD 
©caod^o a2(§®qoe303 ®a 33233 ®®qo 2 ad 83 ®q©csad 0 §g 
ad© 2SdsoSjd®osd ®ad ®^ oeoad gq®023f2a©(26) es© 
^S3a ®0O0 0o£S3o©3aad 253®iSd®05d 2O@0o S3(9®C53Sad (^§ 

dii^qsaa ©cooaSad a-€^®ad a3cs3®oad ®qad0 c30S3Q 
8 ® 4 ^ e3-€6g£5d ®SciD®c3ad 80 ©©m^oad aD©®O30' 
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8<3^ ^0®'(§De5®4as<S'caisJ ep SaesacS'cs-sd’sxaaj’ oo^iSDo ©q^o 

•ca® ®§©c£«Sis5’ Scaca© as3023j -iScsa&casi (gcCDgirf 

■e3®c3^©ca«d' Qsd’ ficag ©cai:^^ -^lag©© qi® 03«5ca esca^st 
©23)5© ^gcfiSs^© ag^jj’ffloocasess^ ©qScaesj'© sjjmca 
s^exf ©®s 52 rf®<£f qd'i od'iteacS©©*?^ ©®^ O0 

0^020 «33C5)caa52si' e3i0idg 40ca302jf ®®S^s^ 

zSSQssiD ScfiSca^sf ©aao© ©0t)’®©c32S? e3t®ic3'aD2sl’ ©«3J 
i;^tsf-2SD® 2SD<5235:^ i 5325)<5 <^e33®C3a9 ©®®23^ §g'25^ 

.©esaoqasfzSDagca. 235233 ©^033^25^ ©23^ eai^sj” ®«n 30 iS) 

©4^30C32S^©255’ ^S:^© 253g02S^ ©^025^0 gSd’gSoQ^SD© 
.©©29S g25D— 

28-Sfio ©3 ca^ ©3 253^0, ^t30o ©3 C3^ ©3 ©0o 

®c 33 ao®!:? gS®633G3eaea ®S3o®e3©z333 anSeasijS. 

2Sc3d ^g©£33c5®S53S.a^ @®®0f od'©0j’ ®q23t^3@ CSiO 
■8^25D:iS53z®2Sg 0253S3®C325^ ©825^ 2SS©2a02Xi‘ ^GB3023^ ©2533 
©25330 ©632825^ SO<^^sd‘ ©@025^25300 C3«33Ca© 

233(§ ®qca £303 @2032530 ®gc3 C©2Sf©3 233C5’©30253 &£n®-S^SSt 
■<^I25^2SD@ ®® 2563003 233 ®25j' 25303 ©6^ ^^®®j‘q23^S §© 
eszaid' 23025^ esiosj’ e3303S325^2S336^63 ®® 625^23®© ©S^ 
2O30o2333S2333d'@caJ’of ©®®eSg epcS025D3©25i’ ®2Sa®C?2Si'. 

<^ea» 9e333)caeag2032s^ 2532SD£33g©ca0o<5£^s 
®e32SD30a2333S2S33®d'<3gS 25d't©233 gS2S 9@e3©S^. 

®® 025^233®© ca@ 02532S3®ca23l’g 8023^ ©632923^02^ 632533 
caS d23i'2SD30i©©q & 0a3a3®c33©cs? easqgg ©ta23D30e>2333S 
.25333 20®g @38025? fg©«j®(^ 6a§c53ca25?@®23?’ ®3®c£f <§d:^s 
©23D25? gg2O0^. 

65o32SSa9o ©t>®®20233 C?^e3o 
©^3<eS^(33'g®2Sc330S'2S3®633 
eS2333 25a25D®3'£g32SD0£26c3@32O32S? 

®253^e5®<:S25? 6382Sa33D£?2533 25D ©Q 

6 a®g-€^ 4 ]S§ ®® 2500 ©®c3 002 ? (5®d)2S3S)®oa«?0a5323^ 
©e? 80^S? @49 0O^23D OT®S^«)5i®c32S? 80^25? 0023# 
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(^eS^'ZSDo ^^£33- 

@2303 Sg ®sa@'-25D§c5'ai’ gSo^ SS-g«sf ©©d'® 

02308^5353 (|825X33 S'q®® So ®0 ©d-iSOD© @>@435 

cS^'Sx^'irf (§ ®ffi3o SesijcJca tstods^^ £38'od 0253 ca® 

0S>!53@©C52SJ ^iSf«S3® ©gid© qCSa233©C3®®O0325D©cai5^ 
©(^©aosd §g®2S3^ ©i<5d’®iq©8 sSc 33 ©SaSeaS) 

SS03CS^sl'®®S^ 0^g®g 0 oZ33d ©e5®253©c5’2d ®as3. 

c3'£^253£d’ ©Sid ©©©d C3 d0S36,®'4S1®c^S. 

Cj2S3£3302D®c3D©®0'B q,2S3o ®g®c33^£330.253® 

<^253325^ cd)cSo © g3®£323332S e3302533q0gi53o £3^0, 

£3233 ®@ g®3®S3 0©£53®c3^ 233®£53®o ^®C3 <^^25^ g-CS^SOs- 
d«®33S8®C3 £3233 g;SSS ^®®C325j §^"©0 8cSgg0£S3f0 
©03 ©10©25330 £?S3332S3(9 <^£30 d C63t3l5©0®C32S^ g©£3j‘£5253 

0253@£SDS-Sd’g g8i©2d' ©tg ®j2Sc32d0 ©03 g53®^®©£3£S^ 

^I2933(§g2d0 d g;gc33®CiD25^ g©csM253 ©233 ©eDS^sd’g 625^ 
^S3®@^ 00253 ®3@3©d52S^ 8333C3 ©aicas®^?^^©^^ «je533£3g 
«32d98i@©ffi3®-@Sd' ^123^253© @49 ^©B ®-Q®B C3®£32d ■33303. 
®253(§08 i^®3®S32S02Sj‘ gsSid© 04S3CO3S3 4530^49. 

8©<3'c329, 

c|®®es 29 , 

^®c?j's)»®es:9, 

4330a).gS®S3?9, 

©cJo !5©®cse9. 

(Transliteration.) 

S-wasti. 

§ri Saka varshayen ek dahas desiya sascta awnruddak 
pirnnn sanda me kala(l) raja pemini Tri Sighaladkis-wara 
BliuTanaikabaliu nam-wu(2) mata tunwanu vesanga pura 
pasajoswaka dewasay6(3) maka sa^gliaya.'walianse ek'wa Sin- 
dnrTiwane(4) Pankalgala m'adnnehi kerawu ndyaka pilima 
ata'wissak ka pijima sakasayakin(5) sampurna'WTi satara'weni 
malat pilimas&.min'at pilima pakakin sampiirna'wakin(6) 
kerawu tnnweni malat a'ta'wisik6dkiyennt(7) sii’wisi’viTara^ia- 
yennt(8) pijima sakasrayakinut sampiir^a'wa mndaliwar'ua 
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emadenat senawat ekwa kerawu deweni malat sri maha 
bddMsaminta pita la vajrasanaye veda hun dhatu desiya 
panas seta(9) denaku waliansegen dliatiirupayak(lO) pihitxiwd 
kaja nayaka pijima saminut sitiyama pilima sahasrayak 
dena wakanset Maitri Ibodlii satwayanwalianset lokeswara 
Nathayan wakanset Suyama(ll) Santusita(12) §akra, 
Brakma, Visknu, Makes-\yaradi\vu divya rupat meki ema 
denage divya stri riipat Laigkawata arakgat Kikireli(13) 
TJi3Xilvaii(14) devi raijur-a-wan v^akanset SumarLa(15) Tibki- 
skana(16) Ganapati(17) SkandakniXLdradi(18) devi rajjuru- 
wanwakanset bisowaran wakaiaset raeki budan deviyangen 
samparnawa Senalai^kadkikari nam wa mekan taman 
kerawii pata malat pilima geyi welikoada patan kot kerella 
dakwa stkapatirayan(19) etalavni boko ackariwaranta dan 
Tit ratran ridi pili etalawa deyin masaran asayen(20) 
tun kela seta lakskayak di kerawii ax^it madaliwarat 
senawat ekwa kerawii me Sri La^katilakayayi nama la 
kerawii maka pilimagenut Senala^kadkikarayd tamange 
patra vanitadin lawa kerawii atawisi riyan mandapayeki 
pikituwii gkana lokapratimawat apismalawarun(2l) wakanse 
etuluwii dewasaye maka sangkay4 wakanse sepa pari- 
bkogayen setapena lesata kerawii sangkarama dekat pusk- 
parama pkalaramayen yuktawii sri maka vikaraya 
matu pawatwana lesa pratisktkawak eta menaweyi Senala^- 
kadkikarayo apata ki keyin mesema Sindurnwana nuwara 
banda Kiriwamulen bijuvata yalakut apit mudaliwarumit 
senawat ekwa amutuwa ela amunu bandawd tarakerawa lii 
alut Badalagodin knmburu biju sayalakut parana Badala- 
godin biju pasyalakut etuluwa knmburu biju doles 
yalakut meki banda gasa kola wal pita etuluwii tenut 
Senala^ikadkikarayo tamange pamunu(22) praveniyen pidii 
Hiddamulla Gonwanikayen bijuvata yalakut wasala kerawu 
adkikarayangen pidii parana Badalagoda Takallen bijuwata 
yalakut Satruwan Patirajayangen pidii Kasambiliyagodin 
bijuwata yalakut Patirajayangen pidii Deltota Hinpenkan- 
dur6(23) daranda patan(24) Saputalaye ima dakwa knmburu 
bijuwata dolasamunakut Santanayen magula piti yela(25) 
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ekakut Sinduruwana dennwara knda mahat ema dendt ekwa 
ela amunu benda kanu mnl iidxira tana dnn ten pidii Goda- 
welin bijnwata yalakut etnluwa knmbtiru bijuwata dasa sat 
yala dolosamu^ak etnln'wa meyituwak tena parana imwii 
paridden naeM banda gasa kola wal pita etnlu-wii tenut Sena« 
iaykadbikarayo tamangen pidii rat ran ridi lokada tambakada 
-etuluwii garubbandat mesema tamange naagul wabalin ran 
wabalin g6nnn pirimingen vabalrii desiyayakut ela sarakin 
mi sarakin sarakrii sara siyayakut mesema vibarage viharaye 
kala deya paya nokala deya karava deviyanta bndnnta niran- 
tarayen bat mab paban pnda malakkam(26) pavatinS. lesata 
La^kawasin tamange nama la kala beyin awnrnddakata 
geyakin panamak niyayen denta salasann pideni panamnt 
etnlu madigayen pita madigayen navatotin atalos desayen a 
vykparayangen ganna dena yam baduyekin siyayata kalak 
niyayen tamba pata liya dun samaya sriyen lat siyalu 
wastnwa etnlnva ema labhaya pasak kota beda tnnu ruwanta 
tun bbdgayakut deviyanta bbagayaknt mekunge darn mnnn- 
bnru paramparawen mehi benda pavatvana kenekunta 
bbagayaknt seleswn niyavat— meyin kisiwakata viruddbayak 
kota lobbayen peberagat kenek et nam narakadi satara 
ap^yebi ipada met6 bndun nodaknabnya — kaka pretadin 
men bat pen noleba cliandalayantat antawa kavudan 
ballanta putwiiwabunam vetiyi dena 

^Hipan va yadi v4 kattban pnppbap va yadi vd pbala^ 
bare Bnddbabbogassa maba pet6 bbavissati.” 

Kiya sri mnkba patba beyin meld parald dekbima sepa 
vindina kemativii nttamayanwisinkiswakatatdsawaknokota 
basakin akurak vicbarakin me pinkamata sabayawa kala deya 
pava nokala deya pavatwa karava lana kenek et nam me knsa- 
laya taman kala se aniimodanwa diva sepat nivansepat sadbd 
ganna pipisa me pinkamata Sendlapkadbikdraydt mesewii 
ai’adbanawak keret 

Asyd(27) prasya yasatra ndn tana pddadvayajaigi rajah 

“ Senalapkddbikarendrah kiirnte mnrdhni pnshpawat.^’ 
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rakna lebeda e uttamayage pada dbiili Senala^kadhikari 
namwu -wisin suvanda inalsamubayakmeiimag6isin'adTi- 
nen pudana ladi. 

“ Sa^rakshituy dbarmamanekarupapbaddlianjalirmurdham 
yiohate s6. 

“ Jdtannarendrdnapi jayamanan mantriswaran saTiiiyd(28) 
jitana baKu sri.” 

(1) Sampurnawii me kusala dbarmaya upan rdj6ttaxQayan 
wabanse -wisimit matu upadina (3) 6pa mabapa situ seuevirat 
(2) rajottamayan wisinut upan amatyottamayan wabanse 
wisinut matu u^Dadina (4) pradbaua mahatun wisinut esema 
dbanavanta srivanta Demala Si^bala senawa wisinut meki 
paridden Sri niab4 vibaraya saigraksbana paripalana karana 
yam uttamayek et nam owunta dasanakbasamodbanayen 
dobot mudunebi endili ben da wendemiyi kiya Bodbisatwa 
cbaritayak men utumwu guna eti Laigka Senevirat maba 
rajanan wisin mese ydcbfia keleyi : — 

^‘Dana palanayormaddbye dana^(29) sreyo nupalanam 

“ Danat(30) swargaig. cba prdpndti pdlanddacbyutaij pada^.” 

yana me subbdsbita yacbanayen tama tama dimaya anun 
dunna raksba kirimaya yana yukti kramayen bijuvata(31) 
pibituwuwanta wada wetakota raksbdkala ayata e sasyapba- 
layen prayojana wana bey in da daruwan w^dii mdniyanta 
wada sutapremayen etikalawunta e putrayagen pray 6 j ana 
wana beyin da pinkamebi wacbana matravakin kayayyaydma- 
kin wat sabayawu satpurusba kenek et nam matu diyya 
manusbya sampat sddba kelawara ama maba niyan dakinta 
utsaba katayutu. 

Siddhirastu. Ealydnamastu. 

Subbamastu. Cbira:gi Jivamastu. 

A'rogyamastu. 

(Translation.) 

(May there be) health. 

In the third year of me, Bbuvanaika Bdbu, the supreme lord 
of the three-fold Si^^bala, who ascended the throne of La^kd 
in the 1266tb year of the illustrious Saka era, on the fifteenth 
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day of the bright half of the month "WeBak, Senala^kadhi- 
kara, haying told us that it would be well if any help were 
rendered with a view to hereafter maintain the great and 
beautiful Vihare consisting of — 

The fourth story furnished with the twenty-eight imincipal 
images and 1,000 images which were caused to be made on 
the top of Pa^halgala in Sinduruwana, conjointly with the 
priesthood of the two orders (priests who reside in forests- 
and priests who live in villages) ; 

The third story caused to be furnished with the principal 
images and five (other) images ; 

The second story caused to be made by all the Mndaliyars- 
and the people conjointly, containing descriptions of the 
twenty-eight B6dhis (trees under which Buddhas attain 
Buddhahood) and the assurances of twenty-four Buddhas 
(that Gotama will become a Buddha), and 1,000 images (of 
other objects) ; 

The lowest story caused to be made by Senalagikadhikara, 
and consisting (of the images) of these Buddhas and gods, 
viz., the principal image, in which was deposited one of the 
256 constituent parts of (Buddha’s) body, seated on the 
diamond throne with the back turned towards the great and 
illustrious Bo tree ; 1,000 painted images, Maitri Bodhisatwa ; 
Natha, chief of the world ; the divine likenesses of the gods- 
in the Suyama and Santusita worlds, of §akra, Brahma, 
Vishnu, Maheswara, &c., as also the images o£ the wives of 
the said gods ; the god-king Kihireli TJpulvan, the tutelary 
deity of La^ka ; the god-kings Sumana, Vibhishana, Ganapati,. 
Skandakumara, &c., as also their wives ; 

The big image-house caused to be made under the name of 
the illustrious Laijkatilaka by Us and the Mudaliyars and the 
people at the expense of 36,000,000 in value of gold masus, 
of things including paddy, gold, silver, and clothes given to* 
many workmen, including head carpenters, who did the 
work from the foundation up to the top of the spire, as also’ 
the 'solid metal image placed on the terrace of 28 cubits- 
which Senadhilayk^ra caused to be built by his wife and 
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cMldren, <fec. ; (and) the two monasteries caused to be’ 
made with a view to the accommodation of the great body 
of the priests of the two orders, inclusive of aged priests who 
have but little desire (for the world) ; the flower garden and 
the orchard ; — the following grant was made : — 

One yala of paddy sowing extent from Kiriwamula belong- 
ing to the said Sinduruwdnanuwara, six ydlas of sowing 
extent from Alut Badalagoda which We, the Mudaliyars, 
and other people conjointly caused to become fertile by 
making a fresh, strong dam ; five yalas of sowing extent from 
Parana Badalagoda, twelve yalas (inclusive of the above) and 
places together with the trees, shrubs, and meadows 
belonging thereto ; one yala of sowing extent from Gonw^- 
nika in Hiddamulla, which Bendla^ktidhikara offered out of 
his hereditary possession ; one yala of sowing extent from 
Yakalla in Parana Badalagoda, which was offered by the 
minister who managed affairs at the royal court ; one yala of 
sowing extent from Kasambiliyagoda, which was offered 
by Satruvan Patiraja ; tw^elve amunu of sowing extent lying 
between the upper side of the field Hinpenkandura in 
Deltota and the limit of Saputaie, offered by Patiraja; 

one from Santana ; one yala of sowing extent from 

Godawela offered by all the small and great, conjointly, in 
the t^wo-fold Sinduruw^anannwara, after having thrown up 
embankments, nprooted the stumps, and prepared it (for 
cultivation) — all amounting to seventeen yalas and twelve 
amunu in all the aforesaid places, according to the old 
boundaries; the places including the trees, shrubs, and 
meadows appertaining thereto; the furniture, including gold, 
silver, hell-metal, and copper vessels offered by SenalapkMhi- 
kara of his own property ; 200 male and female servants, 
amongst whom some are his own ancestral servants and 
others purchased by him ; 400 black cattle and buffaloes ; — 
in order that continually rice, flowers, lamps, and religious 
festivities may he continued for the ^ake of the gods and 
Buddhas — finishing the work left incomplete and repairing 
the work already done in the temple and monastery. 
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The inhabitants of La:giha having done this work under 
their name, offerings at the rate of one fanam from each 
household have been enjoined upon them. 

All the income derived from everything accruing from 
the produce of each season as prescribed on copper plate, to 
the effect that one fourth per cent, from any goods given to, 
or received from, the merchants who come from the eighteen 
countries, from the nine ports, and from the carriage 
-departments in the inner and outer city. It is decreed 
that the said income must be divided into five parts, three 
of which are to go to the three gems, one to the gods, and 
the other one to the children and grandchildren of those 
who will constantly maintain (these endowments). 

If there should be any one who from covetousness should 
take away any of these things (thus granted), disputing title 
to the same, he will be born in the four hells, Naraka, &c., 
and not see Mete (Maitri) Buddha ; like unto crows, disem- 
bodied spirits, (fee., he will suffer from want of rice and water, 
.and be more degraded than the Chandalas (outcasts) and 
become the offspring of crows and dogs. 

If anybody takes away grass, wood, flower, or fruit which 
is the property of Buddha, he will become a great Peta 
^ (hobgoblin). 

(1) If, in view of this noble original saying, any great men 
wish to enjoy happiness in this world and the next, and 
(3) without coveting anything (2) help forward this 
charitable work even by a word or letter, and (4) not only 
keep up the work already completed but also execute 
the work which is left undone, they may participate in 
the merits of this act as if done by themselves, and 
work out for themselves the happiness of heaven and 
Nirvana. 

Senala^kadhikara makes also the following request : — 

The most excellent Sen^apkddhikara places, like a flower 
on his head, the dust sticking to the two feet of him who is 
.the maintainer of this charitable act. 

With clasped hands on his head he requests the born and 
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the future princes, ministers, and commanders of armies, and 
wealthy people to patronise the manifold Dhamma. 

Between a gift and its maintenance, the maintenance is 
better than the gift itself : in consequence of the gift one 
attains heaven, in consequence of its maintenance one 
attains the state from which there is no fall (Nirvana). 

If, in accordance with the above well-said maxim, there 
he any good person who, by mere word or bodily exertion, 
will be a helper in this charitable deed, let him endeavour to 
attain divine and human happiness, and, finally, to experience 
the ambrosial and great Nirvana, keeping in view the fact 
that one who puts up a fence and protects seed derives 
benefit more than the man who planted the seed, and one 
who brings up a child with parental affection derives benefit 
more than the mother who brought forth the child. 

May there be the accomplishment of wishes I 

May there be good success ! 

May there be health ! 

May there be happiness ! 

May there be long life ! 

(Notes.) 

(1) Kala is evidently a clerical error for Laka Laijka. 

(2) The king referred to in the following inscription was 
Bhuvanaika Bahu IV. of Gampola, who ascended the throne 
1344 A.D. According to Nikaya Sa^graha,” Senala^kadhi- 
kara, his minister, sent pearls, precious stones, &e., to 
Kanchipura (modern Conjeveram of Southern India), where 
he got a stone image made. He also caused to be made at 
Bewunuwara (Dewundara, or Dondra) a three-storeyed 
house with images (of Buddha) in a standing posture, and 
caused a large image-house of eighteen cubits to be built 
at Akbo w;ehera (Agrabodhi vihdi^a). Moreover, on the top 
of the Paraasaila rock in the Sinduruw^na nuwara, his native 
j)lace, he caused to be built a magnificent vihare, La^katilaka 
by name, which was as beautiful as the Kailasa rock. He 
also performed many other religious acts and led a pious 
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life. On hearing of the many irreligious acts of those who 
professed the (Buddhist) religion, he made it known to the 
chapter of priests in the two monasteries, at the head of 
which was the High Priest Wanaratana, who resided at 
Amaragiri, and, with royal patronage, he (the minister) 
effected a reformation in the religion. 

(3) DeivdsayS: “ of the two habitations,” a term applied to 
•designate priests who live in the villages and those who 
live in forests secluded from human society. 

(4) The ancient division of Sinduruwana is now divided 
into two parts, which form the modern divisions of Udn- 
nuwara and Yatinuwara. To the latter a small district, 
including lands on the other side of the Mahaweli-gaijga, 
was added when the capital was built. 

(5) Read sahasrayakin for sahasayakln, 

(6) Omit kin after sam/purnawa, 

(7) Atavisibodhi, the twenty-eight sacred trees at which 
the twenty-eight Buddhas attained Buddhahood. 

(8) Siivisi-vivarcma^ a term applied to denote the 
assurances Gotama had of his becoming a Buddha — 
assurances made by the 24 Buddhas who preceded him. 

(9) Read panas-saya for panas-seta. 

(10) DMtwupayak Here riipayak is pleonastic, as also 
rU {ix. rupa) in ivahal-rii and saraJc-Hi below. 

(11) Sxiydma^ a clerical error for Ydnia, one of the six 
divine worlds. 

(12) Santusita, name of the fourth divine world, com- 
monly called Tusitabhawana. 

(13) Kihirdi, = Khadiradehali, an epithet of Vishnu. 

(14) Upiilvan^ — Utpalavarna, an epithet of Vishnu. 

(15) Sumana, the tutelary deity of Adam’s Peak. 

(16) Vihlmhcma^ the younger brother of Havana and 
friend of Rama. 

(17) Ganapat% more commonly called Ganesa, son of §iva 
and Parvati, the deity of wisdom and remover of obstacles. 

(18) Skandco, fthe Hindu god of war, more commonly 
known in Ceylon as Kataragama Deviyd.” 
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(19) Sthapatirdyan. The correct form is sthapatiioarayan : 
stlmpati (Sanskrit) “carpenter,” and warayan from (Sanskrit) 
wara “ chief ” or “ eminent ” and ycin personal afdx. 

(20) Proposed to read agayen “ in value,” tovdsayen “ with 
intention” ; “ of free will,” which does not suit the context. 

(21) Apismdluwaru^ from alpecliGhhamaliallalmioara^ 

composed of alpa “little,” iclichJid “ desire,” “old 

or elderly person,” andtmm “great,” “eminent.” 

(22) Pamunu^ probably from gjctvmi (Pali), “ series,” 

“succession”; hence that which is inherited from one’s 
ancestors, ancestral land, &c. For the change of to into on, 
compare oiaivaya “ nine ’ ’ and nam aya. Perhaps also it may be 
derived from (Pali), which means “attainment,” 

“the act of attaining” or “ that which is attained to.” 

(23) Kanduoxt .* Sjpring or fountain = dola or ulpata. It 
is apparently derived from the Sanskrit handaoxi^ which is 
applied to an artificial or natural cave, with or without 
water. 

(24) Dardnda, the upper part of a tract of fields. 

(25) Magiila pitiyela is evidently a clerical error. 

(26) Proposed to read poida olahhani for puda malahham ; 
oZaMam (Tamil) meaning “forms” or “usages,” ondpuda 
“ offerings.” 

(27) Bead asya piioyyassa yastrdtd tad pddadvyajcm oxiJaJi 
for cmjd poxtsyd yasa trandntana pddadvyajay^ o^ajah, 

(28) Read sainyapatin balmsrlh for saumydjitdna balm p'L 

(29) Read ddndt for ddnan. 

(30) Read dmidtstvargamavapnoU for ddndt sivargan^ 
cUaprdpnoti, 

<31) Bijuvata from bija “seed,” “cause,” and viHUi 
•“ being ” or “ cause of being.” 


II. — IlSTSCRIPTION AT KUpUMIBISA. 

Kudumirisa is a hamlet about fourteen miles from Colombo, 
and forms a part of Koswinna in Siyane Korale. The inscrip- 
tion is tolerably well preserved, with the exception of a few 



96 J'OURNAL, R.A.S. (CEYLON). [VoL. X. 

lines towards the end which are illegible. The slab of stone 
on which the grant is inscribed lies opposite to a small image- 
house, The inscription resembles that at Pepiliyana both in 
style and character, the only peculiarity being the use of 
three double letters which do not occur in the Pepiliyana 
inscription, Tiz., S) = 00, €) == 00, and 0 = QS). 

It records the confirmation by Siri Sa:ggab6 Sri Parakrama 
Bahu of Kotte of an endowment of certain lands granted 
by his royal father for the benefit of certain Brahmins. 

The inscription abounds with orthographical mistakes, of 
which I shall here notice only such as have not been corrected 
in my preTious contributions to the Society’s Journal. 

(Text.) 

c3®cradc3D^5Dao iS30c;^iosfi<q3 c5'@^^n^ 

c£)ceeS ^®^3es£©^ oc5'®:5<5^g 33-25:) gccSSocsaocSdjJs:! ^ 

0oi533SoiS I fiS 

®^0ca(£o(l)gd @^q3®03£d‘0-£n dcs©®)^ | ©^cs^ 

g®oC530 g3CC3<^^§S So2n3C3^©c5cS 

I dd QQdd 

8Si)di ©q@v0^s^$ ©i0sS<q j (K)t®^t^5^eS 

253 (§® ^3 2S3©gd’^0 ©nSeedo S 03 c 5 

j 0©qc3o ^0^0 (^cs:)dQ ^^5D^^a >25^3^3 

^3®©C0>i5d g355i?53 §3e5iS^ d^^ScsQ ®C53<5e^c5zS^ I 

©Z© 4ScS®2S3(53g <5^2533(5(3) q,^C3 

esg^it ^<5^38^23 S^3©253f<5®cc I aq ®\iJ533d‘8^«c3S(4) 

ca^ GD®0 G3(^^g@^8 @30^3 0533 ©®® 

I (3323 ©33 S^eSzSSj'©^^ ©33 ©®® 8^® 

;530g©0 Qz® ^3 <^®® ^cSzsd ^Z©^®CC3©CSf | ©^£53^55^ 
^3 ^(S<sS 2SS@z8c33©q(g C530 ©®® ^cBzsd 2530300 


^ 8«S3a. 


t «1080. 
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©Q ®D @1®® ®3© I ^(5) (5g®K>3S)c3o@'csf ®ej 

'Si§’c3 aoa S)t^€r!o^5-cd‘ ®0 S©csd© sdd S)Q 

I <9 .sg-s^SiassjorfoDes sso zagcocsmoBj soo 

©tssisd’q sij I (5 <?t(gi eo3 cD^2a@© 

eoj ®®^S Ss ®3^®0 @®£S Sq ms^gq© ®c3 

@'£S5d 0© I (5 ©d" XSIiSj' ®Soi®®3.g®C3 

<|@®Os®(^^S)* ®0o®©sf.£gc5'©jd’id‘ I ®®3®^ 

®C33®d3®2S3 ^33c5'®0^oqd'iSj' ep@0®®3®@ ^di®c5'^5l' 

S533®bo ®®3®0 I £Sa@c3<3'iSf ^DcS'Os e5®®a®g t3®®0csc3’ed‘ 
®3®G&| ®®0®g ®300.^ C3©253c3cd’®2a»l@^OB | ®®D®Qg 
2a3®33C5®ra3®@ £SeS©.®l©i53^£jf£S3®33 

£3®®o@g ^SesQ.^ I ®ra.Q©c3'd®oc5't®3i£i2rf 2333®se3®®D®^ 
&&®Qdd&s3di®o<i)-sj‘ ®3d'©3e5®®o@0 ^aD.2q®c©<?^d“ ] 
®£S3 'iS^ 5S@'®0@Q i^g®®O0®b^g£3®®(g®e3O®cSS5^d 
C5 'i® 3€9^S^ ®3®3fe®®3®0 I 00&5©cs®£3di®3«3sj’ ®3®3fe) 
®®3®^ ®®£ri'£3CTd®e3d'z.®3<di£f ®8’£5I®®3®^t53C5's£l2S j ®0) 
^0<3'd®e3C5't@o©isd’ ®®“l33®®®3®g 00S5©ca®£3C3’z®D©^?^ 
®S£55®®3®@?S?®3^©a3zSid 1 ®S2Si©®3®@ ®®«1©3®®3,0 
©g&Ss^cSD® qcEJsS § ©r30 II ®®3®gSsD3C32a® £0c3’^d'i553csa36e3 ] 
®C93@@@0q ^®3S33S)Sd3C3C3'«53‘£aD®33£3®®3®Q &<Si(§S5f^ (gdo 
2:^§i@\e3di®3d'2sS iS)DCS33e3®®a®g | ®0qcC3Sc3'id’ ®5si®ra3 
&Q ep«DS^q®S6®0o«s3©?3^^gc3'03d’jrf ®So3®®3®g Ss33C3 
£33d©e3C3’i®3i0«Sj' 1 03t3£a®®3®00dt-@fidS30«^®®0£Sj’C33i^@ 
®cdi®3d'2d ®Si53®®3©g ®®id's33®'.:3SSjgid ®2 S<t©«5333 ] 
®'®D©^^d®i:5dc3'2?l®2aoi'i32SD3©®3©SJ ®255;0gZ53053^ ®aS5=!® 
«53 s®® 3®0 ^33d'®0^5^3qd'^S^®^S5»llS^a©C£3^@0 j qdS04Et®0q 
SamssaxS £353fiSBe3®®3®0 ®0§®3®©0SCO©e3C5’i 

®3©vS^ iSdi®®®d25fa333©§ gq(2o33d’£d I ®3d©3d©Qn3®0 

•2533(^C3.€^®60di5^ 3353®Be3®®3®0 2S®®©®C3daj’ 
§3^':®4^c3id®csf qdig0§di e3d®ad'3®®ad’ j •^^Msd© 
<P© ^3(2^140338© e30SfiSD3 49cS3©C34d’ C30e£)3— q3«»e330 


* Q®d£Ss3. 
•}• ^3 61000. 

J CS5(5 cSc 33. 


48—88 


§ efSi^csszS. 
II £^®S. 


H 
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^©scso'^c^Qs <^0^3@'@@'c33<ge33O^@ 1 q^^^^5^e£)Gfe®©^ 
(^^25:^3-63 £330^3<^£)§^®^<^®. ^3’^@§t25C£3>sS*^03@'253 C3@^S© 
^3®8^<5d)® | (g3^:a)qo®»€5Doq;G:j25)3|0^ 

(^©-SScO^Cq ^533CK)25D(^C5aSOt 

©■^0^ c5'3dd’3d®^3®325DiD^v25^0S^ I a5:5i®®\0@^0^@ &S 
®^^30 @^@^9cS25:) 22)0^ O0.eS«3 

4ScSo@»C^^25^ tS 30^30<^@ (§^®@^^ I 0S2S^ C§03@^0Q53 (3ce03 
g25^ S00 ^Co-SS^dSO-SS ^e3d'3-^®®3Q 010025^ 

<^©S©cs @^qBcc><si 05^22) I 2Si @^>^53^00^ §03 ;e5:i^oco^ 

^3@'0C3 £30g t32rffi53e3 @\q030q,0© 

(Transliteration.) 

§ri <- La^kadhipatih Parakramabhnjassurydnvaydla^kratir 
ya I ck^liambliaYato wackassrinnta me bhumiswara bhavinali 
dbarmmdyam sadrisah samasta jaga || ta^ satyam bbayadbbis 
sada raksbyosanmayi jata barsba krapayd pnnyan tatha 
bhujjatam. 

Swasti sri maba Sammata paramparanuy^ta suryava^sabhi- 
jata sri Laigkadbipati | Trisipbaladbiswara nawaratnadhipati 
srimat Sirisafigabo sri Parakramabahn cbakrawa ’| rtti 
swaminwabanseta dasa^^ana -wesafigapnra doloswaka Jaya- 
wardbanapnrapraYara | yebi snma^gala prasadabbimnkha 
cbitra maodapaye si^basanayebi sirinives saba votnan | 
sivnseta baranin sedi raja ynwaraja emati gana piriwara 
devendralilawen wedabinda | bema tenbi kalamana 
katayuttata yyawastba vicbara wadfoana tene swarggamok- 
sbasampatti | udesa nand gotra nana sutra nana ndmayen 
ynkta brabmanajatiyata pitrri § maba rajjurnwan | wabansd 
weda indadi niyamakalawu agrabaradanaya Bamurddbaf 
karana pinisa Sina kdrajaya | bada Koswinnayayi yana 
gamata bim — ^negena birin galkaduwe mawata ba mema digin 
Kos I gasa ba sin pen dola ba mema digin pilimatalawnwd 
temba bd mema digin ne-wdmiyage | wdkanda ba dakunu 


©^@i<S5Wo. 

j* 

j C,@^3C,S3eD. 


§ Pitri. 

II Samriddba. 
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digin Kirimetiya dola ha mema digin talapalawila ha 
mema digin mawa | ta ha Undugodayage deniya ha basna- 
hirin Galasitiyawa ha uturudigin batado ( la tnnb^kosgasahd 
talagasagawa atnroda ha mema digin v4kanda hi tunmoda | 
ra ela hi Galkaduwa ha meki siw mahimata etujatwu mehi 
bada gan mndala gasa kola wa [ 1 wil knbnrn owiti etnluwd 
ten Harita gotraye agra porohita"^ Yengadatturavaran [ A'tre 
t gotre porohita Taramalanadaran A'tre gotre Sri Ramaran 
Kasyapagotre | Timmayaran Bhtodwaja gotre Sawaiyaran 
Garge J gotre Balachandra Panditayan Kanndinya | 
gotre Snbbrahmanya bhattaran Kasyapa gotre Tiskhandha- 
chchakkrarttan Kasyapa gotre Tiskhandha | Tenuwarappe- 
rumalnn Kasyapagotre Mailarapperumalun Bharadwajagotre 
A'nandabhattaran | Kaundinyagotre Awuhola Ojjhalupalai 
Porokknl Perumalnn Gargegotre | Ulakudaya pernmalun 
Grage gotre Senpakapperumalun Harita gotre Saraswati | 
Tenuwarapperumalnn Gautama gotre Ulakudayaperu- 
malun Harita gotre Timma awadhanin | Harita gotre 
Bauddhagamachchakrawartin Yamadagni § Wastra || gdtre 
Yinayakabhattaran Kasyapa | gotre Yeda amatyadhirayaran 
Kasyapa gotre Ailakkuirra^kum Pernmalun Kasyapa gotre | 
Yedattayiran Harita gotre A'nanda bhatta Yenkadatturawaran 
Harita gotre Yinayakapperumalun | Yasta gotre Yaruna 
jatra chandra Yaittangum Pernmalun Harita gotre Senna 
Ojjhalun Kanndinya | gotre Srirangarajaran Kanndinya gotre 
Mantramnttran Kanndinya gotre Taramalanadaran Kausika 
gotre 1 Atharwwana Yeda Brihaspatibhattaran Kasyapa gotre 
Yednmalaiyittapernmalnn Tirnmaraikkattn mndaliyaran | 
Bharadwjaa gotre Ndrayana bhattaran Kasyapa gotre Tim- 
maiyaran etnlnwu brahmanayange darn mnnnbnrn param- 
parawen | agrahara'waachandrai'kasthayiwa pawatna niyayen 
salaswa,— Danapalanayormaddhye dana sr^yonnpalanam | 
Danat swarga mawapndti palanadachchntam padam. Danam 


* PuroMta. 
f A'treya. 

I G-argiya. 


§ Jamadagni, 
II Vasisiidia. 
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vibhusani * loke sarvvfehamapi bhublmjam | Na bhdjya t 
na kara | graliya clanodatta.t; wasundiiara. Mekiyanalada 
purvYokta -wachanayada anagatayebi pemiai raja raja maba- 
matyadin wisiu | kema velehima sibikota mekiyana agrabara 
dana punya kriyawa kalak pawatina niyayen salaswa wadaja 
mebe j -warm silalekbya liyawa dun bawata Sri Lai^kadbipati 
Sri Parakramababu weda nn ten awadbiye dewiyan budun 
Santa j ka kotawd dila tanagannalesa palamu sanbasa dewa 
■wadalami.... * 


(Translation.) 

I, Par&rama Babu, supreme lord of tbe illustrious Laijka, 
tbe ornament of tbe solar race, make my request to you, 
princes, who will hereafter come (to tbe throne) : Hear ye my 
words ! This meritorious deed is certainly common to all tbe 
inhabitants of tbe world. This should always be maintained 
by you with feelings of pleasure and kindness towards me. 
May (tbe fruit of) this meritorious action be also enjoyed by 
you. 

May there be prosperity. 

On tbe twelfth day of tbe bright half of tbe month Wesak (a) 
(ApribMay), in the tenth year of his reign, the imperial 
lord, the illustrious Siri Sa^ggabo, Srz Parakrama Bahu, who is 
lineally descended from the illustrious king Maha Sammata, 
is born of the solar race, who is lord of the beautiful Lapka, 
paramount sovereign of the three-fold Siphala, and lord of the 
nine treasures, — arrayed himself in the sixty-four ornaments, 
inclusiye of the crown(&), the abode of Sri (the goddess 
of prosperity), took his seat like Indra on the throne in the 
beautiful hall in front of the very auspicious palace in the 
eminent city of Jayawardhana, attended by kings, sub-kings, 
and the body of his ministers, and baying, in tbe course of 
bis inquiries as to tbe administration of tbe affairs tbrougb- 
out bis kingdom, learned that bis royal father bad for tbe 


* Vibinishanan. 
I Bhojya. 


. t Banodditta. 
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sake of tke enjoyment of release in heaven decreed in his life- 
time a certain grant (3) to the Brahmin caste of various g6tras 
(tribes), invested with sacred threads of various kinds and 
called by various names, (His Majesty) caused the said grant 
to be perpetuated, so long as the sun and moon endure, for the 
benefit of the children, grandchildren, and other lineal 
descendants of the Brahmins, including the chief family 
priest Yengadatturawaran of Harita tribe, the family priest 
Taramalanadaran of A'tre (ya) tribe, Sri Ramaran of A^tre(ya) 
tribe, Timmayaranof Kasyapa tribe, Savaiyaran of Bharadvaja 
tribe, Balachandra Pandita of Garge(ya) tribe, Subbrahmanya- 
bhattaran of Kaundinya tribe, Tiskhandha chchakkrarttan 
of Kasyapa tribe, Tiskhandhatenuwarapperumalun of Kasy- 
apa tribe, Mailarapperumalun of Kasyapa tribe, A'nandabhat- 
taran of Bharadvaja tribe, Avuho]a Ojjhalupalai Porokkul- 
perumalun of Kaundinya tribe, Ulakudayaperumalun of 
Garge(ya) tribe, Senpakapperumalun of Garge(ya) tribe, Saras- 
vatitenuwarapperumalun of Harita tribe, Ulakudayaperu- 
malun of Gautama tribe, Timma Avadhanin of Harita tribe, 
Bauddhagamachchakravarttin of Harita tribe, Yindyakabhat- 
taran of Yamadagniwastra tribe, Yeda Amatyadhirayaran of 
Kasyapa tribe, Ail akku Iraijikum Perumalun of Kasyapa tribe, 
Yedattayiran of Kasyapa tribe, A'nandabhatta Ye^kadattura- 
varan of Harita tribe, Yinayakapperumalun of Harita tribe, 
Yaruna jatra chandra Yaittangumperumalun of Yasta tribe, 
Senna Ojjhalun of Harita tribe, Srirangarajaran of Kaundi- 
nya tribe, Manila Muturan of Kaundinya tribe, Taramalana- 
daran of Kaundinya tribe, Atharvanaveda Brihaspatibhattaran 
of Kausika tribe, Yedumulaiyitta Perumalun of Kclsypa tribe, 

Tirumaraikkattu Mudaliyaran Nar^lyanabhattaran 

of Bharadvajatribe, Timmaiyaran of Kasyapa tribe, — the grant 
of the village, money, trees, shrubs, forests, swamps, fields, 
and owitas within the hereinafter mentioned four boundaries 
of the village Koswinna(4 j in Siyane korale : — to wit, on the 
east, Galkaduwe road(5),the jak tree, Sin pen do|a (a narrow 
watercourse), Pilimatalawuwe’s pillar(6), and the bund of 
the tank which belongs to the barber(7) ; on the south 
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Kirimetiyadola, Talapalawila, thehigli road, and Undugoday as 
deniya (tract of low land) ; on the west, Galasitiyawa ; on the 
north, the three-fold jak tree at Batadola, the line of branches 
near the talipot tree, the bund of the tank, Tunmodara ela (canal 
at the junction of three outlets for water), and Gaikaduwa. 

The maintenance of a gift is more meritorious than the 
bestowal of the gift (itself). The donor attains heaven by 
means of the gift, while one attains Nirvana (the everlasting 
state) through the maintenance of the gift. 

A gift is an ornament to all the princes in the world. The 
earth rendered noble (sacred ?) by virtue of the gift thereof, 
should not be enjoyed or seized (nor should any tax be 
imposed thereon). 

May future princes, ministers, &c., constantly call to mind 
the above-cited ancient maxims and cause the perpetuation of 
this sacred gift which is a meritorious deed. 

Granted by inscription caused to be engraved by order 
during the lifetime of Sri Par&ramab^hu, lord of the 
illustrious Laijka. 

Caused to be given in accordance with a previous grant 
made for the sake of the gods and Buddhas 

(Notes.) 

(1) Wesanga, derived from Vaisdkha, the month in 
which the moon is full in the constellation Visakha, (April - 
May). 

(2) Votunu == veslitana^ a turban ” or “ diadem.” 

(3) Agrahdra^ a term applied to express an endowment of 
lands for the benefit of Brahmins. 

(4) Koswinna^ name of a village, meaning a grove or tope 
of jak trees. Compare this with Navinna^ Bambavinna^ 
&c., in which connection vinna is evidently derived from the 
Sanskrit vanyd^ “a number of groves.” 

(5) Mdwata — mahdpatha^ “ the high road.” 

(6) Temba — stambha^ "^post,” “pillar.” 

(7) Neweiniya-=^ndpita (S.) or nalidpita, (P.) “barber,” 
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III. — Dbtanagala IsrscEiPTioisr.* 

Devanagala is a village in the Medapattn of the Galhoda 
K6rale, K6galla District. The inscription on the rock records 
two grants made for the maintenance of the Devanagala 
Vihare — one by Ratanala^kara Ternnnans6, who founded it 
in 1567 A.D., and the other by Vimala Dharma Siiryya, who 
reigned at Kandy between 1685 and 1707 A.D. 
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(Transliteration.) 

?ri Bnddhawarshayen dedas eka siya dasawannehi 
Dharmayata divi pnda budnbawa pata dmisa pratipatti piijd 
kota ititi 4 RatanalapkSra Terasamin visin Devanagala uda 
tun b6(l) pihituwa viharayak karawi e vih&,rayata Kekulan- 
6wita ela amunu bandawa bijuwata ddmunaka wapasariya 


* See “ Ce 7 loii Friend,” 1873. 



104 JUORNAL, R.A.S. (oEYLON). [^OL. X. 

aswadda piijakalabawat dena me Laka raja pemini Vimala 
Dharma Snrya malia rajjnruwan Yisiimt Ru-waiideniyeyi(2) 
yana gama bijuwata nawa amunaka wapasariyat ita etuluwu 
godatnoyek gahakolat etuliiwa danalakslianayen salakshana- 
kota sannaspatrayak liyawa ema Dewanagala nda kera-wii 
Yikarayata ptijakala sedi(3) dena me Myana pinkamata 
raja yuvaraja emati mndaiiwarun adi noyek aya visin me 
kiyana pinkamwalafca awnlak nddharanayak nokota nokarawa 
me pinkam anumodanwa divya mannsliya sampat annblia-wa- 
kota tama tama kemati paridden niTan dakinta sitanawa 
konde. Ese nosita noyek me viliarayata dipu pidayillata 
awnlak nddkaranayak kala ki karawii ayek et nam ata maha 
narakaya ^di satara apaye dukata peminennahn nam weti. 

kiyana pinkama derata senawama daniti. Epanatata dena 
me pinkaoT'walata sahayawa nivan dakinta sitanawa yakapati. 

\ (Translation.) 

In tlie year 2lio of the illnstrions Bnddhist era, Ratana- 
lankara Terunnaikse, wko devoted his life to religion and 
offered material atod religions gifts in the hope of attaining 
Buddhahood, e^ablished the Three B6dhis(l) on the top 
of Devanagala, founded a vihare, asweddnmised two amunas’ 
sowing extent of Kekulan owita by constructing a dam 
across the stream, and dedicated it to the said vihare. 
Having come to know this, His Majesty Vimala Dharma 
Siirya, who succeeded to the throne of Lapka, caused a 
sannasa to be written, with the usual characteristic marks 
of a gift, by which he dedicated to the vihare built on 
the said Devanagala nine amunas’ sowing extent in the 
village of Ruvandeniya(2) together with the high land 
appertaining thereto, and many trees and shrubs growing 
thereon. It will be well if kings, sub-kings, ministers, 
mudaliyars, and many others, knowing the above fact, will 
neither injure or destroy, nor cause to be injured or 
destroyed, any of these meritorious gifts, and if they will 
be pleased with these meritorious deeds and think of seeing 
Nirvana, each as he likes, after having enjoyed divine and 
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human happiness. If there be any persons who, without 
thinking so, should Injure or destroy by word or deed, or 
cause to be injured or destroyed, the various gifts made to 
this vih^re, they will suffer sorrow in the four(3) states of 
misery commencing with the eight great Naraka. The above 
said endowment is known to people of both countries. It 
will be well if people will bear in mind the terms of the 
above grant, and think of attaining Nirvdna by assisting in 
the (upkeep of the) said meritorious deeds. 

(Notes.) 

(1) Three Bodhis : — (a) Monuments, such as D%abas, 

erected in memory of Buddha, where his relics are 
said to be deposited. 

{[)) The B6 tree {ficus religiosa) and other things used 
by him in his lifetime. 

(c) Things erected in memory of his person, such as 
his images. 

(2) Ruvandeniya, a village in the Medapattuwa of Galboda 
korale. 

(3) 8edi is a very uncommon word for hawa or ivagUy 
meaning ‘^fact.” I think it is a corrupt form of the Tamil 
clieyti or seydi (as it is sometimes pronounced), meaning 

news,” “ deed,” or “ occurrence,” 

(4) Hell, state of irrational beings, of hobgoblins or de- 
parted spirits, and of Asuras, or Titans, enemies of the gods. 
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TIRUKKE'TrSYARAM, MAHA^TI^RTHA, 
MA^TO^BDAM, OR MA'NTODBAI, 

By W. J. S. Boakb, Esq., c.c.s. 

(Read November 7, 1887,) 

0THIN6 remains above ground of this ancient city 
except a few fragments of sculptured figures, broken 
tiles, bricks, and pieces of pottei-y. Its site is 
entirely overgrown by low dense jungle, tlie only large trees 
being a few tanaku and baobab. Indications may still be 
seen of the old streets, and there are two or three old wells. 

The foundations of a brick building, somewhere about the 
centre of the hill, on which I believe the greater part of the 
city stood, are |>ointed out as those of the palace ; and the 
entrance of the temple is said to have been near the old well 
marked on Plan II. 

The Plans which accompany this Paper will give an idea 
of the locality. The' city was built upon a hill, and the 
natural height of the ground was increased by the excavations 
necessary to form tanks : or, perhaps, it is more correct to say 
that the spur of the hill on which the resthouse stands was 
thus formed. 

Tradition says that the city extended to the seashore, and 
that a considerable part of it is submerged. I have not been 
83—88 B 
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able to find any record of this event ; but within the last 
hundred years there have been at least two considerable 
■encroachments of the sea in this neighbourhood ; and I find 
no difficulty in admitting the tradition to be true, which also 
-alleges that when Tirukketisvaram was built, the island of 
Mannar, which is now separated from it by about four miles 
■of shallow water (or mud and sand, as it is in the south-west 
monsoon), formed part of the mainland. 

It is alleged by Suntaramurtti Nayanar, who sang, or is 
■said to have sung, in the sixth century, that the city was 
■‘‘close to the sea where there are plenty of ships,” and if this 
was so there must have been much deeper water than now. 
The Maniiar channel is said to have been artificially formed, 
and it is not difficult to understand how its construction may 
have assisted the encroachment of the sea in both monsoons. 

Of the great antiquity of this abode of wisdom and beauty 
there can be no doubt. From its close proximity to the 
■continent, and the facility of communication by water in 
both monsoons with Ramesvaram, which at that time was 
part of the continent of India, the colonisation of this part of 
Ceylon must have taken place at a very early date. 

It is one of the sixty-four sacred places of the Hindus. Ite 
temple rivalled that of Ramesvaram, and was probably built 
about the same period. 

The Sinhalese refer to it at a very early date as Mahatirthii. 
Tirukketisvaram was, I think, its most ancient name, for it can 
■scarcely be doubted but that Ceylon was first colonised from 
Southern India, and there was bnilt the great temple dedi- 
cated to Siva, as the name implies. Subsequently, when the 
Aryan invader who had landed in the south made his way 
northwards and met the Bravidian, the great Siva had to 
make way for “ Tath%ata,” and the place came to be called 
Mahatirtha or Mantoddai. Whether the present name Mantoddai 
is the Sighalese name, or the Tamil word which means either 
great garden” or « mango garden,” I am not sure. I think 
it more probable that it is the former. But, as the date of its 
foundation is lost in obscurity, so also is that of its destruction. 
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It must have continued in existence after the Si:Qhalese 
invasion ; for some of the remains are Buddhistic, and it is 
-quite possible — and some of the glass and other things which 
have been found lend colour to the supposition — that it was 
included for some centuries in the ancient Kalah, which Mr. 
Nevill speaks of as under the sway of the Eajahs of Zabedj.’^ 

However this may be, there is nothiiig to show whether it 
was submerged, gradually decayed, or sacked and razed by 
some conqueror. There is a tradition of an Arab invasion 
and of a great massacre ; and the baobab tree, it is said, was 
introduced by Arabs as fodder for their camels. 

The legend referred to in Hardy’s “ Sacred Books of the Bud- 
dhists” of the submergence of the city of Rawana must, I think, 
refer to a time antecedent to the building of Tirukesvaram, 
■though I am inclined for geological reasons not to reject the 
legend as altogether untrue. The city must have disappeared 
at any rate before the sixteenth century ; for, so far as I know, 
it is not mentioned by the Portuguese, who, however, made 
use of the ruins of it in laying the foundations of the Port of 
Mannar, and of the numerous churches which they built on 
the mainland and on the island. There is scarcely a village in 
the district where stones are not to be found which have 
been removed from this city of the “ Three-eyed one.” 

Inscriptions have been found on some of these stones, of 
which rubbings were furnished to the Society by Mr. E, M. 
Byrde, but they have been found so imperfect that it has not 
been possible to decipher them ; and as they all appear to bo 
in modern Sinhalese character, I do not suppose that much 
would be learnt from them were it possible to do so. 

Induced by the discovery of a few coins and other remains 
to believe that other objects of archaeological interest might 
be found by excavation, I applied to the Society and 
‘Obtained a small grant, and will now proceed to detail the 
result of a few days’ work, I have not had time yet to do 
more, but hope to resume excavation before long. 

* 0. A. S. Journ. Yol. YII., No. 24, 1881. 

B 2 



110 


JOUKNAli, R.A.S. (CEYLOK). [V'oL. X 

I commenced work with, a gang of coolies on December 26., 
hly intention was to cut shallow trenches and run them along 
until I came to something, but soon found that the difficulty 
of clearing the thick jungle and opening the hard baked 
ground — ^particularly hard near the surface — would run away' 
with the funds at my disposal in a very short time. I 
therefore decided on making pits here and there. 

Excavation was commenced at a spot marked 26 on 
Plan 2. At a depth of from four to five feet we came upon a 
layer of remains. The soil about that depth was good, but 
below five feet it became exceedingly dry — fine sand and' 
ashes, or something like ashes. I thought I had got into a 
dust-bin — ^and the numerous fragments of chatties, pieces of 
bone, and other things looked very like it. 

The following is a list of the things excavated this day : — 

(1) Fragments of chatties. — I have not been able to find 
any writing on any of these fragments, and I am unable 
to say whether they bear any certain evidence of their 
age. Some of them appear unfinished, and from the 
presence of some lun^s of clay I am led to believe 
that I had hit x^on the site of a potter’s dwelling.. 
It will be interesting to compare them with Mr. Parker’s 
specimens from Tissamaharama. I think that the depth at 
which they were found alone argues considerable antiquity. 
A depth of four or five feet in the silt of a tank is not much, 
but on the top of a hill entirely beyond the reach of floods or 
cyclonic waves is a good deal, particularly in a dry climate 
where vegetation is anything but rank. 

(2) Bones. — I have not been able to identify these, but 
they are not human. One is a piece of deer horn. 

(3) Enamelled poi’celain, of a descrijption which, so far as 
I know, was never made either in India or Ceylon. It is 
more like Chinese or Japanese ware. I have some Singapore 
ware which resembles some of it, 

(4) Glassware. — Such as I have seen in the Egyptian 
Court of the British Museum. 

(5) Lumps of quartz. 
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(6) Refuse of a blacksmith’s forge, — One fragment of the 
'Calcined covering of iron ore, such as is still turned out by 
.the Kandyan smith when making steel. 

(7) Horns of different shapes and sizes. 

(8) Fragments of flat tiles. 

(9) Flat discs, such as Mr. Parker found at Tissa, and says 
were used to play pitch and toss” with. One of them is 
inscribed, but whether with writing or mere ornamental 
•design 1 cannot say. I cannot identify the alphabet. 
Another is pierced through the centre, and might have been 
the wheel of a child’s toy-cart, 

(10) Chank shells. — ^These are very numerous, both whole 
and sawn into rings. 

(11) A piece of soap. — I thought this was a piece of some 
sandstone, and put it in water to wash it, when I found it to 
be a coarse sandy soap. 

(12) A piece of fine porcelain, 

(13) A cowrie. 

(14) Burnt clay marbles or pillets. 

(15) Cornelian. — This is very common. There are frag- 
ments of it all over the place. 

(16) Some pieces of talc. 

(17) Different pebbles. 

<18) Beads. 

(19) Copper ore. — This also is common. 

(20) Two iron nails. 

(21) Glass bangles. — ^Very common. 

(22) Earthenware bottle-necks. — I call them bottle-necks, 
but I do not think they can be, for they are very numerous : 
and yet I have not found a single fragment of any other part 
of a bottle. It has occurred to me that they might have been 
used as nozzles of blowpipes ; and someone has suggested 
that they were used to hold the moist clay when being 
moulded. 

I have no doubt I should have found plenty more of the 
same sort of things if I had continued digging in this spot, 
but the next day I tried another place in the hope of finding 
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sometMng new. I tried tlie Plan marked 21 , near the- 
present trigonometrical tower, and found 

(1) Two pearls— a seed pearl and a larger one, worth 
about fifty cents. These were almost on the surface. 

(2) Two copper coins and a fragment. 

(3) Pieces of bones and a grindstone, or rather the frag- 
ment of the upper stone still used for grinding curry-stufEs^ 

(4) A round granite stone, which I think must have been 
used for grinding beads. 

(5) Some bones. 

(6) More bottle-necks, of somewhat different shape to^ 
those found on the 26th. One of them chased. 

(7) Beads. 

(8) Quartz, cornelian, and pebbles. 

(9) Glass bangles. 

(10) One fragment of a carved chank ring* or bangle. 

(11) Fragments of glass. 

(12) Piece of glazed pottery (modern), 

(13) Two round discs. 

(14) One pillet. 

(15) One copper nail. 

(16) One coral stone for grooming elephants. 

These things were all found among the foundations of a 
building built of coral stone and brick, but not laid in mortar, 
and most of them at the same depth as the things found on 
the 26th. The pearls and piece of modern pottery were 
found near the surface, and may have been drop 2 :>ed there at 
any time by any one. 

I chose to dig here, being informed that it was in this 
place some gold coins and beads were found. I have not 
been able to trace the present possessor of the beads, but 
Mr. Byrde, I believe, has one of the gold coins. 

I hope to be able later on to make some sketches and noteS' 
of the scattered stones, but will conclude this communication 

* A gold “Iraka” (see Ebjs Davids’" A%w. OHent\ yol. I.); The^ 
copper coins found were of the “Bull and Bishes” lype (Princep, 
AntiqniUeSf vol. II., p. 423). — Hon, Sec, 
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with a translation, for the correctness of which Phillips 
Mntaliyar, the Kachcheri Interpreter, is chiefly responsible, 
of a song sung by Suntaramiirtti Nayanar in the sixth 
century : — 

1. 0 thou who dwellest at Tirukketisvaram ! who knowest 
the past, present, and future ! who, clothed with the skin of 
the elephant, adorned with the bones of the dead, and armed 
with the trident, ridest on the bull ! — The thirty-three mil- 
lions of gods do worship thee. 

2. 0 thou who dwellest at Tirukketisvaram ! who, anointed 
with holy ashes, and with thy black neck encircled by the 
hide of the elephant, dwellest on the banks of the milky sea 
with thy wife whose girdle out-flashes the lightning 1 

3. 0 thou who dwellest at Tirukketisvaram ! thou whom 
all divine beings and holy men adore ! who w^earest the 
crescent on thy head and the serpent around thy neck, and 
dwellest at Matod'.lam by the sea of many I 

4. 0 thou who dw^ellest at Tirukketisvaram ! Three-eyed 
one ! who reignest on the banks of Palavi, which throws up 
heavy waves near M«at6d<iaxn, where beetles with beautiful 
wings make music ! 

5. 0 thou who dw^ellest at Tirukketisvaram ! who removest 
the sins of thy servants and livest with thy wife IJmateyi 
in the beautiful palace at Matoddam near the sea, which is 
surrounded by beautiful golden flow^ers ! 

6. 0 thou who dw’ellest at Tirukketisvaram ! who cleansest 
all the sins of thy servants and grantest to them holiness, 
and dwellest with thy beautiful wife Umatevi on the banks 
of Palavi at Matoddam near the sea abounding in pearls I 

7. 0 thou who dwellest at Tirukketisvaram ! who removest 
all the bodily diseases of thy servants I thou who dwellest 
at Matoddam near the sky-bound sea with thy wife XJma- 
tevi, whose words are sweet as nectar ! 

8. 0 thou who dwellest at Tirukketisvaram I who wdth thy 
wife Umatevi reignest on the hanks of Palavi at Matoddam, 
where beetles, drunk with honey, dance I 

9. 0 thou who dwellest at Tirukketisvaram! thou who art 
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called Three in one and Two in one ! who hast three eyes 
and reignest on the banks of Palavi at Matoddam, which 
abounds in mangoes ! Remit my sins. 

10. I, a native of Tiruvottiyiir, which is held in great 
esteem by men of all religions, am not worthy to sing these 
ten verses on thee who dwellest at Tirnkketisvaram at 
Matoddam surrounded by the sea, where beetles of all kinds 
make sweet music. 


REMARKS ON MR. BOAEE’S PAPER ON THE 
RUINS OF TIRUKKETISYARAM. 

By the Hon. P. RAma-NAthan. 


The proper name of the temple is Tirukketisvaram, or 
Tirukketichchuram, in which Tim (a pure Tamil word) 
means sacred,” “prosperous,” or “ eminent,” and Ketisvaram. 
means the residence or temple of the god Ketisvara. I cannot 
tell for certain what the derivation of Ketisvaram is, but 
Ketu in Sanskrit means, among other things, a banner or 
standard of distinction, and Tsvarcm is the residence of 
I'svara or Siva. Nor am I certain that Ketaram in the 
Himalayas or Kedara-ghat in Benares has any historic or 
legendary connection with Ketisvaram in Ceylon. The word 
is formed on the same i^rinciple as Ramesvaram, which is 
divisible into Rama-I'svaram. 

Mr. Boake speaks of Ketisvaram as a city. I do not think 
it was anything more than a temple, surrounded by a small 
population of office-bearers and devotees, such as are usually 
found in the precincts of any Brahmanic temple. 

Then, as regards the antiquity of the temple, Mr. Boake is 
inclined to believe that it was built contemporaneously with 
Ramesvaram. It is well known that most of the great stcclas^ 
or holy places, especially temples of India, have each a 
purdna, in which its history is given. Tirukketisvaram had 
undoubtedly at one time, but from inquiries I have 
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made I learn that, except a few leaves, nothing more of it is 
extant. It is admitted on all hands that the period during 
which the English, the French, and the princes of India were 
fighting for supremacy in the Deccan, proved very destructive 
to literary works preserved in the libraries of South India. 
Perhaps the pur ana I refer to existed before or about the 
•commencement of these wars, say 150 years ago, when 
Mayilvakanam wrote the history of Jaffna, entitled Yaljrpdna 
Vaipava MdlaL He lived in the time of the Dutch 
Governor Maccara (1736), and may have seen the purdna in 
question, because it is recorded by him in positive terms in 
the history of Jaffna that Prince Yijaya, soon after he landed 
on the shores of Ceylon in the sixth century B.C., “ caused to 
be rebuilt the temple of Terukketisvaram, had long 

been in ruin^P That would take us to a much earlier period 
than 543 B.O., the year of Yijaya’s landing. The only event 
recorded of Ceylon anterior to that event is the reign of 
Ravana and his subjugation by Rama. When did these 
heroes flourish 1 Yalmiki identifies the date of Rama’s birth 
with the occurrence of an uncommon astronomical fact, from 
which Bently, in his work on Hindu Astronomy^ computes 
that the birth of Rama must have taken place in 961 B.c. 
Other authorities assign a much earlier period. As at least 400 
years intervened between the time of Rama and Yijaya, are 
we justified in believing that the temple of Tirukketisvanim, 
even if it had gone to ruins “ long before ” the landing of 
Yijaya, did exist in the days of Rama ? Seeing that the 
Rdmaydna does not, so far as I remember, make mention 
of it, though lying on the path taken by R^ma to Ceylon, 
we may conclude that that temple was founded some time 
.after the epoch of Rama and many years before the advent 
of Yijaya, 

We are, however, treading on firmer ground when we read 
what is recorded of this temple in one of the most sacred 
writings of the Tamils, the Teydram^ which are hymns in 
praise of Siva sung by Suntra-miirthi and Sampanta- 
murtti. When did these divines live ? Their lives, like those 
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of many other apostles of the SaiTa religion, form part of a 
purdna written by Sekkilar-suvami. In it is described the 
rise, development, and overthrow of Jainism and Buddhism 
in South India. It appears that when Kii-pandian was on 
the throne of Madura, the influence of the Jains was so* 
powerful that they succeeded in making a convert of that 
king to their religion. His queen, however, Mapkaiyarkkarasi 
by name, and minister Kulachchirai-nayinar, remained true 
to their ancestral religion. They persuaded the king to- 
preside at a public controversy between the Jains and the 
Saivites ; and Sampanta-miirtti was the chosen champion of 
the Saivites. The many arguments which were urged and 
the miracles performed on that occasion need not be 
recounted here ; but it is enough to say that the Jains were- 
defeated and the king himself reconverted to the religion of 
Siva. This event is generally placed by native Tamil scholars 
in the middle of the third century before Christ. European 
savants refer it to the seventh or eighth century after Christ.. 
It is related in ih.^purdna of Sekkilar-suvami that, after over- 
throwing the Jains at Madura, Sampanta-murtti proceeded 
to Ramesvaram and sang hymns in praise of Eamanata, 
the god enshrined in that temple, and also in praise of 
Tirukketisvaram and Tirukkonamalai (Trincomalee). I 
may incidentally remark that Mr. Boake is not quite right 
in saying that there are only sixty-four places of worship 
sacred to the Hindus. There are (including those in ruins) 
1,008, of which two only are in Ceylon, namely, Tirukketis- 
varam and Tirukkonamalai. Ramesvaram is of course part 
of India. 

I think what I have stated is sufficient to entitle us to- 
believe that Sampanta-murtti flourished at least as early 
as 700 A.C. In his hymns he speaks of Tirukketisvaram* 
as a temple on the borders of the city of Matoddam along the 
Palavi ; and of Matoddam itself he says that it abounds in gold,, 
pearls, and precious stones, and was full of mango groves,., 
areca trees, and jflantain bushes, among which peacocks and 
monkeys disported themselves. The temple must indeed 
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have been in a most flourshing condition in 700 A.C., and 
naturally so judging from the immense activity displayed 
about that period by the Tamils, politically and religiously.. 
They had then become so powerful that the Siajhalese king 
at Anuradhapura found it prudent to abandon that city and 
shift his capital to Polonnaruwa. In short, the Baja Batna 
Kara records that, in the ninth or tenth century the domi- 
nation of the Tamils was so complete that every town and 
village in the Island teemed with them, and that in the 
Avhole Island there were not to be found even five Buddhist 
X^riests. 

I must not omit to state that in the Mahdvansa it is 
recorded that Mpon prince Yijayo soliciting for himself the 
hand of the daughter of the Paiidian king of Madura, the 
vast retinue of maidens, courtiers, and servants who accom- 
Xmnied her to Ceylon disembarked at a place called 
Mahatirtlia. The author of the Mahdvansa says that the 
2)lace was so called from the circumstance of a great 
concourse of people landing thei*e. Sir Emerson Tennent, 
following this authority, translates the name as the “ Great 
ferry.” I think that Maliatittha is the Pali form of the Sans- 
krit Mahatirtha, literally the great water or river.” It is 
usual for most places of pilgrimage or stalas to have a tirtlia or 
“ sheet of water ” where devotees may perform their ablutions 
and purify themselves. In the case of Tiruk-ketlsvaram its 
tlrtlia was the Palavi or the adjoining sea ; and as the temple 
itself was in ruins, the spot at which the princess of Madura 
landed could not be better identified than by the name of 
MaJhdtlrtJia, 

I do not think that Matoddam is derived from Mahatirtha, 
but the present name of the town Mantoddai is undoubtedly 
a compound of Md and toddcmi^ just as Piintoddam (flower 
garden) is a compound of Pw and toddaniy the n intervening, 
according to the laws of Tamil euphony. 
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TEANSLATION OP AN INSCEIPTION AT THE 
TEMPLE AT M01???I'SVAEAM. 

Note by 6. M. Fowler, Esq,, c,c.s. 

HAVE examined t]ie Montiisvaram inscription several 
times, and mucli of it is illegible. It has, I think, 
been removed from an older building and built into 
the present one. Several of the letters near the joints of the 
stones are covered by the mortar, which would not be the 
case if it had been cut in situ. The inscription runs along a 
kind of cornice, and consists of only four lines, extending 
for about thirty or forty feet. Its height from the ground 
is about four feet. 

In digging a tank near the temple two pieces of sculpture 
were found : a bull’s ’head and an image of Suppirama- 
niyan.” These did not appear to be very ancient. 

There is a case in the Chilaw court, I believe, in which 
the inscription is evidence. 

Translatioh^. 

“ Let happiness be ! On the tenth day of the waxing moon in 
October, in the thirty-eighth year of his reign, His Majesty 
Sri Parakrama Bahu,’*^ descendant of the illustrious family of 
■ Sri Sa^gabodhi, worshipper of the lotus-feet of Sri Samanta- 
patra (Buddha), of Solar race, king of kings, serpent to the 
royal and mercantile races, and emperor of the three worlds, 
invited to the Jayawardhana KoUat the Nampimar (priests) 
who officiate before the god of Momiisvaram, and addressing 
himself to the Brahmin Pandit, who is a proficient in all 
. sciences amongst them, inquired into the circumstances of 



Sri Parakrama Bdhxi YI., 1410-1^52 A.n, 


f The modern Kottd, 
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that temple and bestowed the lands which formerly belonged 
to the priests, lying within the district of Moniiisvaram in the 
holy name, and as the property of the god. As piisai lands he 
granted to the priests 22 amanams of field at Ilippedeniya, 
and 30 amanams in Kottapitiya to Mntanmai (chief priests), 
and 8 amanams of field in Tittakkadai, with the inhabited 
places and forests appertaining to this. In addition to the 
offering of 3 nalis of rice, he granted 30 fanams to the priests 
per mensem and 11 fanams to each of the Mutanmais (chief 
priests) for the daily offerings of vegetable curries, greens, 
and perfumes, to be enjoyed from generation to generation 
while the sun and moon exist, as Sarvarndniyam (free 
gift) to the god of Monnisvaram, which is hereby decreed to 
be irrevocable. Those who cause any damage to the land 
will be guilty of Paucliamalidpdtalcam (the five great sins), 
while those who take an interest in it will attain heavenly 
bliss.” 

Here follows a SiiUkam^ the translation of which is : — 
this effect this was caused to be inscribed by Parakra- 
man through the grace of Monnisvarar, who is an ocean of 
wisdom in Saivaism and lord of all the different classes of 
gods.” 
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NOTE ON THE ^HPL-PEN-KANDUEA” AT 
KANDY. 

By J. P. Lewis, Esq., c.g.s. 

(Bead Decemher 28^ 1887.) 


he recent heavy rains carried away a portion of the 
ra ^ banks of the stream which falls into the Kandy 
ESsm lake at the Ampitiya end, and laid bare some stone- 
work which evidently belonged to an old bathing-place of 
some importance. 

This consisted of a massive stone conduit about 14 ft. 
long, a stone basin of about the circumference of a cart- 
wheel, a stone pillar a little over 5 ft. high, on which this 
basin had evidently stood, and a large flat stone at the foot of 
the pillar for the bather to stand on. (See plan of restored 
work.) 

The only thing found actually in sitn was the pillar, but 
the basin was found close to it. All this stonework was 
found some feet out of the course of the present stream and 
in the bank above it, so that the course of the stream must 
have been diverted since the bathing-place was used. Scat- 
tered about were found several cut stones. In the bank 
behind the site of the pillar there appear to be the remains 
of a wall. . 

The basin is a contrivance to allow of three people bathing 
at the same time, each standing under a spout, the water 
flowing into the basin through an aperture on the fourth 
side, which was no doubt connected with the conduit ; the 
pillar is square at the back and rounded on the outer side, so 
that it probably stood against the masonry wall referred to. 
It is just high enough to allow a person to stand underneath 
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tlie spouts of the basin placed at the top. Very likely there 
was a large fiat stone under each spout, though only one seems 
to have been found. One or two other stones have a channel 
cut or worn at the side as if they had been fixed under a 
spout. 

The name of this stream is Hil-peyi-lmyidura^ cold water 
stream.” It is said to be the best water of any round Kandy 
town (Ratemahatmaya’s report of October 5, 1874). Until 
a few years ago it was a favourite bathing-xjlace of the Kandy 
people, but the opening of the new Gregory road diverted 
the course of the stream in some places, and made the old 
bathing-place, wdiich was situated a short distance lower 
down the stream, unsuitable for public use. 

A spout which, according to the Ratemahatmayd, had 
•existed there from time immemorial, was removed by the 
municipality some years ago, and although a new one was 
put u-p it did not last long. The stream is much fouled by 
dhobies, of whom there is a whole colony in Ampitiya. A 
portion of it has been diverted to a private bathing-place, 
and the old bathing-place is not now used. 

This seems to have been known as “ the king’s spout,” 
and, according to prevailing traditions, the Kandyan kings 
preferred the water of this stream for bathing in to any in 
Kandy, Probably the real king’s spout ” is the bathing- 
place that has Just been discovered. Although hidden from 
view for generations, its name remained, and in course of time 
began to be applied to the other ‘‘ spout ” lower down, which 
had not disappeared. 

The last king of Kandy granted the land aboutthese bathing- 
places to a tenant, who held it by the tenure of watching 
the spout for the palace. 

It is to be regretted that the present tenant has removed 
the pillar, basin, and flat stone to the compound of his house, 
a short distance off. He had to employ an elephant for the 
l^urpose. There will not be much diJGficulty in having them 
replaced. It is needless to remark that the land about this 
stream ought never to have been sold by the Crown. 
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I annex copy* of a rather high-flown but well-meaning 
letter addressed to the Government Agent some years ago by 
Mr. Abeyeratna, a former Gravets muhandiram, on the 
subject of this stream. The scheme he suggests was never 
carried out, and the dhobies have won the day, for although 
the Queen’s Advocate was of opinion that they might be 
prosecuted under the Nuisances Ordinance, no steps have- 
ever been taken to proceed against them, and they have now 
full possession of the lower part of the stream, just before it 
falls into the lake. 

The man who was in charge of the stream was called 
Hlhpenhandurd^ a name rather absurdly formed from 
the name of the stream itself. 

The man in charge of the bathing-place was called WahaU 
hadayd^ which means door-keeper.” 

Descendants of both these functionaries are living at 
Ampitiya at the present day. They have sold the lands 
which their ancestors held by this tenure to dhobies. 

There is a descendant of the HU-penlcandurd called Alu- 
gollegedara Bocjiya : he is a temple tenant, and is of Panniya 
(toddy-drawer) caste. He is a peon in the fiscal’s office. 

A man called Wahalkadagedara Sin no is a descendant of 
the ^^gate-keeper,” as his name ^^gate-keeper family ” shows. 
He is of the tom-tom beater caste, and is a beggar. 

According to information given to the Ratemahatmaya by 
the Maha Nayaka of the Malwatta Vihare, it was the king’s, 
custom to proceed to this bathing place on Wednesdays. 

December, 1887. 


Not printed- 



EXTRA CT from Report of the Rafenuikatmayd of Loxrer Hewdh^ta to 
the Hon. the Government xigent^ Kandy ^ dated December 12 ^ 1887. 


It is believed that during the reign of King Kirti-sn he caused 

the waters of aU the natural springs in the vicinity to be weighed and 
tested, and the water of this Hilp^nlcandnra was found to be the best of 
alL So his Majesty ordered that this stream should be kept exclu- 
sively for the royal household, and no one was allowed (except those 
of the royal household) to use it. 

The king also ordered a bath-room to be built there, suriounded with 
a strong wall, and a gate leading to it ; and also appointed two oflGlcers — 
one to watch the ha>id%ira and one to guard the gate ; and his Majesty 
made it a rule to proceed thither every Wednesday in a palanquin 
followed by procession of tom-tom beaters, musicians, and others. This 
rule was followed by his successors. 


ITo face page 12ii of R. J.. A'. Journal Wo. 25 of 1S87.\ 
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THE CAPTUEE OF TEINOOMALEE, 
A.D. 1639. 


Extracts from the Journal of the Oommander Antonio Gaen. 

Translated from the Dutch bt F. H. be Vos, Esq. 

(Bead^ November 11^ 1887,) 

PRIL 18, 1639. — ^About evening arrived in the Bay of 
Oontijar, leaving to starboard the Portuguese Port of 
Trinoomalee, lying in a sandy bay between two bead- 
lands jutting out into the sea. Inside tbe bay on the same 
side were some islets or rocks bounding the passage through 
which we had to sail, about S. to W. and N. to E. Anchorage 
for sailing right into the bay good and deep, being 10 to 11 
fathoms quite close to land. After anchoring, Vice-Com- 
mander Coster went ashore at Ooutijar with some blacks. In 
the meantime the Goveimor of Samantura came on board, 
having left Batticaloa on the 12th. Being interrogated by 
the Commander on the position and nature of this place 
and the state of the Port of Trinoomalee, he gave little 
information, apologised for the tardy arrival of his people 
and said that he had never in his life been here, 
nor as yet spoken with the Prince of this place. He therefore 
desired to go to him and promised, when he got further 
information, to report it early next morning. So he returned 
to land and nothing further took place that evening. 

April 19, — In the forenoon Vice-Commander Willem 
Jacobsz Coster and the Fiscal Gerard Herbers having rowed 
ashore to ascertain whether the Prince of this place (who 
was unwell, having suffered with sore-eyes for the last five 
years) would come on board to deliberate with the Comman- 
der touching the attack on the Fort of Trinoomalee, and what 
steps should be taken to conquer it, the aforesaid Prince 
came on board the Admiral’s yacht Armuyden ” with one 
83—88 0 
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of his sons and Ms brother, in company -with the Yice-Com- 
xnander Coster and the Fiscal. He said that the Fort of 
Trincomalee had three bastions. On that to the landside 
there were six guns, and on the bastion which commanded the 
inside of the bay also six guns. Upon the seaside bastion 
there were two guns, which could scour the bay over some 
rocks. They were all of iron, shooting 5 to 6 lb. iron, having 
been taken from a certain Danish ship which was wrecked 
here on a rock about twenty years ago . The garrison stationed 
there consisted of forty European-Portuguese, also blacks 
and Mestices to the number of about a hundred or little more. 
There were among them about thirty married men with their 
wives and children. The extent of the Fort was about as great 
as that of Batticaloa. The walls on the side facing the inner 
bay were about 2^ to 3 fathoms high, built of black and hard 
stone, and on the Pagoda side about 4 to 5 fathoms high and 
5 cubits thick. There was, besides, a suitable place where one 
could safely land with men and guns beyond the reach of 
their cannon. In order to sail in safely it was right that we 
should reconnoitre the place with some of our boats. The 
question, therefore, having been put whether one hundred of 
our soldiers would be able to land there without peril, (the 
Governor) replied, laughing, that the Portuguese had not one 
hundred in the Fort, and that they would not have the 
courage to meet so many soldiers, as he himself intended that 
day to provision his blacks and land them that evening or 
early next morning, and to maintain them without any assis- 
tance from us. They consisted of four hundred Coutijar 
soldiers and workmen and five hundred soldiers from Batti- 
caloa, who were to unite at the place where we intended 
encamping, and to bring there a quantity of long straight 
poles to make ladders of, and to see that there should 
be in readiness a goodly number of baskets to carry 
earth in. As regards provisions and ammunition, those in 
the Fort were well provided, and had resolved (so it was 
understood) to stand to the end and defend themselves to th e 
last man. 
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April 20 . — In the morning at break of day, Vice-Com- 
mander Coster, the Fiscal Herhers, Captain-Major Martin 
Scholtes, and Sea-Captain Daniel Jansz, with seven boats 
rowed to a certain enclosed bay lying about 3 miles 
N.N.W. from the ships, in order to inspect not only the 
situation of that place and how they could land their men 
and guns there without resistance, but also how the Fort and 
its outposts could be safely attacked and besieged most 
advantageously. On their way in to the aforesaid bay they 
found it at the mouth 30 fathoms deep with a strong 
coral bottom, and, stretching from the east point a little 
inwards, a small stony reef with a depth of not more than 
3 fathoms, which could easily be avoided by hugging tLe 
west coast a little. In the middle, opposite the bay, the 
anchorage was mostly good from 20 to 6, 5, and 4 fathoms, 
rising by half and whole fathoms, and the ships could lie right 
•against land and sail at pleasure backwards and forwards, 
and the boats come so close to shore that one could step 
out without wetting the feet. The land was moreover, 
thickly overgrown with scrub. The roads and footpaths, 
which in some places were somewhat narrow, were, however, 
'Strong and level, so that ordnance could easily be taken over 
them — ^only the wild growth had to be cut away on the sides 
and the paths made broader. The Fort, so far as we could se^e, 
had three bastions : one on the west side commanding the ba.y 
in which lay five to six boats like chamhooXy and others 
of a smaller build. Close to land, the beach being nice, 
white, and sandy, a little in shore stood some houses roofed 
with atap. Here it was possible to effect a landing under 
fire from their cannon, by m’eans of small boats, the land on 
the south side being higher than the Fort, so that some guns 
could be placed on that eminence and fired from above into 
the Fort. The bastion at the north end of the Foi*t is intended 
to guard against the attack of a force from the main land. 
They inspected it so closely, that if a person who was known 
to them had appeared on it they would have been able to 
recognise him amongst the others. The wood was so thick 
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under the ramparts that a musket could not have been fired 
through it. They could not inspect the third bastion, lying ^ 

sea-girt eastwards, so well as the others : I shall not dwell on it 
further. 

When they had thus inspected these bastions, the 
Governor of Samanture came to see them there. He told the- 
Vice-Commander Coster, Fiscal Herbers, and Major Scholtes,. 
that he had that night received letters from His Imperial 
Majesty, in which his Majesty enjoined him to provide all the- 
Hollanders who came under his jurisdiction with every 
necessary, and to do everything which they should desire him 
to. His Majesty also said that Don Balthazar and his other 
officers did not, when close to Colombo, treat us as we ought 
to have been treated, on which account he believed we 
had gone away from there ; and he was thus deprived of a i 

glorious victory which, with the aid of the Dutch, was in his ( 

hands, as the Portuguese had deserted Maluane and other 
Forts lying there about to defend Colombo in a body. There- 
fore his officers were to blame that he did not become master ^ 

of the said Port. The aforesaid Governor further stated [ 

that His Majesty had, for this reason, imprisoned Don 
Balthazar and his followers in Kandy, being dissatisfied with 
what they had done, and was so enraged that no one could 
api^roach him and scarcely dared speak to him. 

April 21 . — In the morning the yachts “Ryswijck” and 

De Zeeusche Nachtegael ” sailed with Vice-Commander 
Coster to sound the N. E. side of the Fort of Trincomalee, , 

and returned to the fleet about 1 o’clock in the afternoon.. I 

It was gathered from his report that on that side the anchor- | 

age was bad, so that the ships could not anchor there, as right I . 

under the walls of the aforesaid Fort some Portuguese I 

boats lay moored. The yachts had scarcely returned to 
the fleet anchored opposite Coutijar, when there arose such % 

a violent storm from the east that the vessels, notwith- 
standing that they had two anchors, were driven before it, so I 

that their sterns were exposed to the fury of the surf ; and f 

if the wind, which was very violent for two hours, had 
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'oontinned, they wonld, without doubt, have been driven 
ashore. But the Almighty averted this and saved us from 
:sudh a calamity. 

After the weather was a little settled and the ships had 
their masts and yards up again, the Commander weighed 
anchor and sailed into the enclosed bay that was yesterday 
sounded and inspected by the Vice -Commander Coster. 
The wind was from the S.W. In sailing to the mouth 
of the bay they found scarce any deep bottom. In sailing 
in one ought to avoid the east side a little, as from 
it (as before mentioned) extends a rocky reef where 
there is not more than 3 fathoms water. So that in truth 
the &hi‘p ‘^Henrietta Louisa” ran aground there, but 
hy God’s helx^ got off uninjured. The ships Utrecht ” 
.and Oudewater ” remained opposite Coutijar, owing to some 
mishap or other unknown to us. The rest of the fleet 
came into the bay over about 3, 4, or 5 fathoms water to the 
east side, and brought up in good anchorage, safe and sound. 

April 22 , — ^A little before day the Commander sent four 
boats from the fleet to Coutijar to accompany the ships 

Utrecht ” and Oudewater” if they could sail here stealthily. 
“The other boats were sent ashore by him about 1.30 o’clock 
with skilled sailors and some sixty soldiers, that he might 
accompany them himself and inspect the situation of 
the Fort in order to be more fully and better informed 
.about it by seeing it with his own eyes, and thus come to a 
surer resolution. This was most advantageous and beneficial 
to the Company. 

Therefore, having landed with the Fiscal Gerard Herbers and 
the aforesaid soldiers, they inspected the I ort on all sides 
within musket shot both from under the walls through the 
undergrowth and from the open beach, so that one could 
easily hear them speaking to each other in the Fort and 
telling each other that we were there. The Commander also 
ordered his trumpeter to play “ Wilhelmus van Nassau on 
the open beach, so that they could hear it easily. They 
thereupon fired on us twice. The first ball did not reach 
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ns, and ive could not see where the second fell. But by the- 
feeble report of the gun we easily learnt that they could 
not be well provided with arms. Having at noon gone bach 
on board from land found that the ships “ Utretch ” and 

Oudewater” had arrived, bringing with them some blacks- 
from Coutijar with the Governor of Samanture and his- 
soldiers and workmen. He at once came on board the- 
Admiral’s yacht “ Armuyden,” to inform him that there had 
been sent to his army from the King of Kandy two persons 
to announce to us His Majesty’s (intended) arrival. 

April 2S . — Early in the morning Vice-Commander Coster 
and Captain-Major Martin Scholtes went ashore with about 
forty sailors and a good number of soldiers to cut the growth 
of creepers on the sides of the road a little, so as to fit it 
for the transport of cannon and mortars, and to select a good 
spot to encamp, and, further, to throw up a battery. Those in 
the Fort -fired shots at our workmen from some volhmns 
and guns, without doing us any injury the whole day. There 
was also sent from the Fort a certain manschouiu^ in which 
were about thirty blacks, so far as we could make out. These 
rowed straight to where our men were working in their 
ambuscade unconscious how many there were of us to- 
receive them. When they came sufficiently within range 
our men fired on them with their muskets, whereby every one- 
in the manscliouiu was disheartened, and leaving some oars 
floating about retired to the Fort. In the afternoon Com- 
mander Caen again went ashore to inspect afresh the 
situation of the Fort, and to find a suitable place whence 
to bombard the batteries and approaches to the Fort till they 
became masters of it. Those from within fired again three or 
four times with their heavy guns on us, but, as before, injured 
nobody. 

April 24.— At daybreak a good party of sailors and soldiers 
went ashore again to build some batteries, under the 
superintendence of Vice-Commander Coster, in order that as 
soon as our guns were landed an attempt might he made on the 
Fort, and chiefly to prevent those within the Fort froim 
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attacking and harassing our workmen with, the aforesaid maU’- 
schouw. For this purpose prince guns were sent ashore, 
but before they could be brought into proper position 
those from the Fort appeared in the manschouiv at the 
place where our men were busy together raising some 
batteries. They approached making a great noise and shout- 
ing as they rowed to the shore, firing some shots with their 
rifles and muskets into the scrub, thinking that our men were 
there. A sentry (who had been ordered to screen himself 
behind a tree) exposed himself through curiosity, and was 
so wounded in the head by a bullet that he died soon after. 
There was no further loss that day. 

In the afternoon the Commander went ashore again to 
visit the works already contructed by us. There were three 
casemates ready provided with a battery 8 ft. high and 
7 ft. broad : the fourth was also begun. Some intrench- 
meiit walls along the shore, were almost finished for the 
purpose of mounting there the two aforesaid prince guns, 
to prevent those in the Fort from using any boats in the 
west bay. 

April 25 . — In the forenoon those from within the Fort 
came out again with a praamo containing five persons, who 
landed on a certain rock lying in the west bay between the 
Fort and our works. They fired some shots with their 
muskets on our workmen and wounded one of our soldiers 
in the thick of his leg. A rifle shot from us killed a black 
who had exposed half his body on the rock ; so that only 
four men returned to the Fort. In the evening our men 
had ten loopholes ready, four of which were bound round 
with palisades, but not quite filled with earth and twigs. 
Those from the Fort did not this day fire more than two shots 
with their heavy guns on our workmen and soldiers. 

April 26 . — In the forenoon our men were still busy 
filling the aforesaid four batteries, those from within again 
firing on the men working at them. In the afternoon 
were much disturbed with guns, musket, and cannon shots. 
The balls picked up by some of our men were mostly of 
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stone, from which we concluded that they were very short of 
round-shot. Our men were not still, but seized the oppor- 
tunity to fire with two prince guns (shooting 6 lb. iron) at 
certain outworks which the enemy were busy building about 
the gate. We made our muskets tell where any advantage 
could be gained. By this mutual firing two men were 
wounded on our side — a sailor in his cheek, the bullet lodging 

in the % and a soldier slightly in his leg — ^besides 

a black, who was killed in the morning by a shot from 
the heavy guns. One of the lead bullets that came to our 
hands was found to have been chewed by the enemy and 
fired at us contrary to all the rules of war. About evening 
two halve-cartouwen shooting 18 lb. iron were brought 
ashore from the “ Henrietta Louisa,” for which already two 
platforms were in readiness and two more of the same kind 
were made next day. The batteries and loopholes were 
made to the number of ten, and were ready, except the 
escarjDment of the platform, for which already some beams 
were in readiness, and daily more and more were brought. 
Further, there sailed from here the yachts Ryswyck ” and 
the ‘‘Nachtegael” to cruise about the seaside of the Fort of 
Trincomalee and to prevent any communication with the 
besieged or their being assisted by boats. 

April 27 , — ^At night the besieged broke a sort of roof 
which was over the entrance to the gate of the Fort, hurling 
at times some burning stuff from their walls (to make us) 
keep away from- them, and now and then fired some musket 
shots. In the morning they fired very little, but in the 
afternoon continually. Some shots were therefore fired with 
heavy cannon, guns and muskets, but without injuring 
any one. Our men continued making their trenches and 
batteries with great zeal, having in the short time that we 
had been there done an incredible amount of work under fire 
of the enemy’s muskets. There were also brought ashore 
from the “TJtrecht” two brass halve-cartouwen shooting 24 lb. 
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April 28 . — In the forenoon there arrived here in the bay 
the yachts “ Eyswyck ” and the “ Nachtegael,” having in their 
cruise met and set right the yatch Klein Amsterdam ’’ 
coming from Batticaloa with the Ambassador Sr. Jacob 
'Compostel, who brought with him an untranslated letter 
from His Imperial Majesty of Ceylon : as it could not 
be readj His Majesty’s intention could not be rightly 
gathered. The aforesaid Compostel reported that His Majesty 
had resolved to lie close to Colombo in the low lands with 
his principal force, that he was master of the field there, and 
that the Portuguese had deserted the Port Maluane and Mani- 
■cawara ; also that His Majesty had drawn to his side many in- 
habitants of the low-lands, who, should he leave the place, 
would easilybe brought toally themselves with the Portuguese; 
that he could not therefore appear in person at Couti jar, but 
would send here some great Mudaliyar with 4,000 soldiers to 
■conquer with our assistance the Ports Trincomalee and Jaffna- 
patnam. The ships Utrecht,” Wassenaer,” and Egmondt ” 
wei*e cleared of their remaining provisions, ammunitions of 
war, and men, and got in readiness to sail to Batavia. 

In the afternoon the Commander went ashore, when all the 
soldiers (the deaths of many of whom had much reduced the 
strength of the Company’s forces,) were divided into three 
companies, each seventy strong. The rest of the soldiers 
.armed with guns, and some experienced sailors, formed 
•another company. These troops having been mustered on 
land, the Commander went to the batteries and entrenchments, 
where he was surprised that such a large work had been 
thrown up by so small a number of men in such a short space 
of time. There were three or four shots fired at us without 
injury. We were busy on land in the meantime in getting 
our defences ready by May 1. There were, accordingly, 
landed from the “Utrecht” two more brass Jmlve^artoiiiven 
shooting 18 lb. iron. The besieged, although they fired 
several shots with guns, muskets, and cannon, did not do us 
the least injury, as we were defended by the batteries and 
ramparts and the natural situation and position of the land. 
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April B9. — There came a certaia mansliouw -with aews 
from His Majesty of Ceylon to the respectiYe Governors of 
Samanture and Coutijar, but the real intelligence was hidden 
from ns. The Commander brought ashore from the ^’Utrecht” 
four halve-cartoiowen^ with which the loopholes of our bat- 
teries were strengthened. The yachts ^^Ryswyck” and the 

Nachtegael ” sailed out again to cruise in front of the bay of 
Trincomalee, so that all help from Jaffnapatnam should be 
cut off from the enemy. 

April 80,— Om men were at work, and mounted ten brass 
licilve-cartouwen, four of 24 lb. and six of 18 lb., well supplied 
with gunners, musketeers, ammunition, powder, and other 
requisites for playing on the Port. Being fully prepared for 
defence (it was resolved) to attack the enemy next morning 
(although the Fort could have been bombarded three days 
ago with little firing), and to force them to surrender. The 
‘‘Klein Amsterdam” and “Oudewater” were to be keel- 
hauled, as they leaked badly, and were not sea- worthy. 

May 1 , — In the morning, an hour before day, all the 
soldiers being landed, fully armed, the Commander himself 
landed by a certain tancke. He drew uj^ in battle array all 
our soldiers there, under fire from the enemy’s cannon 
(but so that they could not be seen through the scrub 
round the Fort) with the object that, if the besieged made a 
sally or came to parley, they might assist those in the 
batteries and trenches and be in readiness for any emergency.. 
Accompanied by the Fiscal Gerard Herbers and the Sea- 
Captain Lourens Lourensz, he went to our trenches and 
batteries to inspect some points which the gunners, by 
continually firing, could breach to the best advantage. Having, 
therefore, found everything well arranged, it was deemed 
expedient that the chief attack should be directed against 
the northern bastion St. Jago ; but in the meantime they 
were busy firing at the cannon on the bastion St. Cruz (which 
extended somewhat westwards), so that the besieged might 
not be able to use them, and their efforts might be rendered 
fruitless. Having fired a broadside four or five times on ther 
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aforesaid bastions, as if they were firing their muskets, the 
Commander (as there was no seeing on the batteries in 
consequence of the smoke) went a little south to wind- 
ward of our batteries to certain well-situated rocks, from 
where he could conveniently see each cannon shot on either- 
side and note its result. Having remained there about an 
hour or an hour and a half, the besieged were so weakened by 
our cannon shot, that they could use none of their guns,, 
but only fired volleys from their muskets now and then^ 
After three hours’ bombarding, such a breach was made 
in the bastion St, Jago that one could have entered 
it without any danger. Our Commander, therefore, 
having returned to our works with Yice-Oommander 
Coster, resolved to send Lieut, Blaauw with a drummer 
and white fiag of peace and truce to those in the Fort, 
to tell them that it was in our power, and should be 
surrendered on favourable terms, and that if they delayed 
doing so he would take it by storm and spare no one, but. 
would hand over everyone as a prey to the Cingalese, and that 
from them nothing save a great massacre was to be expected,. 
They could therefore adopt such resolution as they 
deemed expedient. Lieut. Blaauw having set out of our 
works on his mission, and gone so close that he could 
easily speak to those in the Fort, was not allowed any 
audience ; for they shouted so loud that we could hear them 
in our batteries Retire vos ! Gomoude retire I Retire I ” and 
incontinently fired four or five times on the Lieutenant and 
drummer with their guns ; thus violating a rule common to 
all nations, namely, to admit to audience a man bearing 
a white flag. The Commander gave orders to fire on the 
enemy briskly till about 4 in the afternoon, and made every 
preparation for storming next morning the bastion St. Jago 
and the curtain close to the bastion St. Cruz, in such manner- 
as was resolved and approved in full Council on board. 

Resolution , — In the yacht “ Armuyden ” lying in the bay 
opposite Trincomalee, dated Sunday, May 1, 1639. Whereas, 
to-day, in consequence of our continued firing at the Fort of 
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'Trincomalee with, ten lialve-cartouwen and two prince guns, 
we haTe reaped such advantage that the greatest bastion, 
‘St. Jago, is for the most part demolished, so that through 
the breach made it could be safely scaled without any 
ladders ; and seeing that all their guns by which they could 
in any way injure us are shot away from the ramparts and lie 
unlimbered to the number of eighteen, so that no one of the 
enemy dares show himself close to them ; and further, 
consideiung that since about 10 o’clock in the forenoon not a 
shot has been fired by them with their cannon at us, and that 
they have abandoned their ensigns and flags which have been 
shot down, and have not had the courage to set them up again, 
it is unanimously resolved and thought fit by the Heer Com- 
mander and full Council, to get everything ready this night 
for a storm, and to carry out the same next morning at day- 
break, provided that before commencing the storm all the 
..guns which can attack the neck of the curtain close to the 
bastion St. Cruz shall be placed there to make by cannon shot 
a breach between the two bastions St. Jago and St. Cruz, so 
that they may not on that side assist each other. The storm 
shall proceed as follows : — 

First of all shall march the musketeers consisting of Men. 

soldiers ... ... 20 

There shall join them under the command of Willem 
Bombui’g and Henricus Sieuwertz, armed each with 
four grenades, lance, and sabre, sailors ... 10 

Then shall follow, armed as above, to carry the 
wounded sailors ... ... ... 54 

After this shall march the Major’s Company ... 70 

With brave sailors armed with lance and sabre ... 100 

All under the command of Yice-Commander Coster 
and the aforesaid Major. There shall then be 
ready in battle array a reserve troop under the 
command of the Commander accompanied by the 
Fiscal Gerard Herbers and the Upper Merchant 
Jacob Compostel, consisting of the two remaining 
companies, each 70 strong, together ... 140 

Altogether, soldiers and sailors ... 394= 
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¥ot tlie protection of the batteries 120 musketeers and Men. 

gunners, who are especially to be on them during 
our bombardment and to fire at the bastion 
St. Jago ... 120 

jy.together for this undertaking, soldiers and 

sailors ... ... ... 514 

The rest of the sailors are ordered to be in charge of the 
ships, to carry ammunition to and fro in the batteries, and to- 
be stationed on the cruising yachts. 

(Signed) Antonio Caen, &c. 

The Council was now busy discussing whether the storm 
should be commenced only on the breach made in the 
bastion St. Jago which seemed to command the other,, 
or a breach also made in the curtain close to the bastion 
St. Cruz, and thereby separate these bastions from the 
others, and, as far as possible, prevent access from all 
sides to the place where we intended to commence storming 
of persons who might come to defend the bastion St. Jago. 

There now came to the Admiral’s yacht Armuyden ” with 
the Head Merchant Jacob Compostel two Portuguese Captains 
sent by Major Scholtes. These were admitted to our works 
with a white flag of truce, and declared that they were sent 
by Captain Moer from the Fort to our Captain-General to 
excuse the ignorance and inexperience of some of their 
soldiers who had shot at our Captain several times from the 
Fort when he was coming with a flag of peace, as they 
were ignorant of the custom of war, or did not understand it. 
The Hon. Commander should be pleased to take it in good 
part as the offenders were in custody for it, and would be 
punished. The Commander replied that that was not suffi- 
cient, but desired that they should be handed over to him, that 
so he might punish them himself, in as much as the affront 
was to him and not to the enemy. They were asked whether 
the3^ desired anything further, and whether they did not come 
to negotiate with him concerning the surrender of the Fort 
which they were not able any longer to defend. They 
answered that they were Caj^tains de Hera^ and rather than 
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thus surrender tlie Fort would figiit till they died, boasting* 
presumptuously and mightily about their force, which they 
said still consisted of three hundred European soldiers in the 
Port, and that not more than one black, a Canarese, was killed, 
and uttering other blustering words. Hereupon the Com- 
mander again and often advised them to surrender their Port, 
promising them favourable conditions, and to think of what 
they were doing, as he intended to attack the fort in the 
morning at break of day, and, with God’s help, to capture it, 
when he would kill every one he found therein. But 
notwithstanding, they still persisted in their brag and bluster. 
The Commander allowed them therefore to return ashore 
with the Fiscal Gerard Herbers, and to remain the night in 
our guard-house until his arrival next morning. 

May 2 . — In the morning at sunrise everything (as before 
mentioned) was ready for the storm, the soldiers and sailors 
were all landed in order, and the Commander came with two 
companies of soldiers to our works. There theu appeared 
on the shore a ^^adre with another person carrying a flag of 
truce. This person being admitted into the presence of the 
Commander and asked what he wanted, said he had come 
there to surrender the Fort to His Honour, but on condition 
that all the Portuguese Mestices and their slaves, with theii* 
goods and chattels, be allowed to go to such places as the 
Commander should think right. The Commander thereupon 
replied that if he came to deliver the Port to him he ought to 
produce the keys, whereupon the aforesaid padre (named 
Bernardus) said that if the Commander he pleased to allow 
them to take with them the Garias they were prepared to send 
at once for the keys. This was done. As regards the Garias 
the Commander said that they must remain in the Fort and 
serve us as they had served the Portuguese, but the others 
were allowed to go, with their goods, save arms and ammu- 
nition of war, within a year to Tranquebar and Nagapatnam, 
but not to Jaffnapatnam or any other place in Ceylon from 
where they can again return to serve against us. When the 
padre had gone into the Port the Commander drew up M s 
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men, soldiers and sailors, fully armed on the open ground 
in front of the Fort, in such array as though he "were about to 
storm it. Hereupon the 'padre^ fearing that we should com- 
mence the storm, returned at once with most of the Garim 
and deliyered the keys of the Fort to the Commander, who 
thereupon entered it with guns and a company of soldiers and 
ordered the surrendered to leave all their arms inside the Fort 
•and sign their names on a roil. 

Whilst we were under the Fort in battle-array, the Com- 
mander ordered Yice-Commander Coster (the padre being 
with us) to see by way of experiment whether he could 
mount the breach made in the bastion with safety. 
It was done so easily, that the storming of the Fort would 
not have been a very difficult matter for us. On entering the 
Fort the Governor with his Captains and soldiers came to 
meet the Commander and delivered to him, as victor, his 
silver-gilt rapier, which the Commander took, and after 
inspecting it, returned it to the Governor, who considered this 
an act of great courtesy. They now entered and found that 
both on the St. Jago and St. Cruz bastions eight guns had nob 
only been shot away from the ramparts, but were nearly 
buried beneath the heap of stones and debris which our guns 
had caused. The Commander at once gave orders that there 
should be erected on the top of the mast a little tower 
expressive of their great joy ; which was done : meanwhile 
the well-known strains of “ Wilhelmus van Nassau” were 
played, in honour of our victory, the soldiers joining in 
chorus. 

We had scarcely been in the Fort two hours when 
there came here from the King of Kandy the two Muda- 
liyars with about 3,000 men, although His Majesty had 
before this written that he would send us 4,000 men for the 
vpurpose of capturing Trincomalee and Jaffnapatnam. These 
Mudaliyars brought with them some letters from His 
Majesty addressed to the Commander, the contents of 
which were of no particular moment ; but he referred to the 
letter and ^ verbal reports of the Captain of the Fort of 
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Batticaloa or the Ambassador Compostel, at whose desire he- 
was sending the present reinforcement hoping that it would 
he powerful enough to conquer the Forts of Trincomalee- 
and Jaffnapatnam. Having talked with these chiefs for some 
time on various matters concerning the state of Jaffnapatnam^ 
permission was sought to go hack to their encampment. 
After they had been escorted out by the Yice-Commander 
Coster and the Fiscal Herbers, Capt. Major Scholtes and Head- 
Merchant Oomposfcel, the Commander summoned from on 
board the ship “ Henrietta Louisa” the Comforter of the Sick,, 
to pray with the soldiers in the Portuguese church (Nossa Sen- 
hora de Garde Eope), and to thank and praise God the Lord 
for his benefits and the victory vouchsafed, and to pray that 
He be pleased to grant us courageous minds, wisdom, and 
understanding, so that everything undertaken to the prejudice 
of our foes and the welfare of the General East India Com- 
pany may prosper and be successful. 

During this siege on onr side not more than two have 
been killed and two wounded. On the enemy’s side were 
killed eleven Europeans, one Mestice, and two Canarese. 
"We found among them, after the victory, nine wounded,, 
and did not hear that there were more. 

May S . — The Commander having gone ashore again, the 
two great Mudaliyars of the King of Kandy lately arrived here, . 
standing on the beach with a company of fully 1,000 blacks,, 
armed according to their manner, playing very ceremoniously 
on fifes and drums, went to meet him as far as the gate, and 
were received. There was some talk about the state of the 
town of Jaffnapatnam, but little reliance could be placed on 
what they said. 

And as the conquered Portuguese had been allowed, under- 
a solemn treaty, liberty to keep their goods and chattels, 
there was much complaint yesterday that, notwithstanding 
some soldiers and sailors burst open the doors of their 
houses, broke their boxes in pieces, and robbed them of 
their property, dishonoured their women, took their clothes,, 
and rifled their gardens of fruit, ripe and unripe. 
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The Commander, therefore, through the Fiscal Gerard 
Herhers and two Commissioners, proclaimed a placaat every- 
where, on board the ships and on land, that should >any one 
.be found involved in the aforesaid crimes he would be 
punished by hanging. 

After the publication of the the lord of Coutijar, 

named Benjaen, sent to the Commander in the Fort a 
certain Toupas to ask him whether we had conquered the 
Fort of Trincomalee for ourselves or for the King, This being 
rather a difficult question, he answered that if they treated 
our soldiers here as they did in Batticaloa we should take 
care of the Fort for the King, but if otherwise we should 
have to consult our Governor-General. We had conquered 
the Fort with the same mind as we did Batticaloa, and 
meant afterwards to deal with His Majesty according to 
the treaty entered into with him, and observe it in its full 
force and intent. Being further asked whether they could 
keep the Fort without our assistance, they replied that they 
were not prepared to be entrusted with it. 

Hay 4 , — In the forenoon the Commander returned ashore 
to further negotiate with the Emperor’s Mudaliyars about 
the intended attack on JafEnapatnam and |ihe feeding of our 
soldiers who were to remain in the Fort of Trincomalee. 
No one, however, except the brother of Benjaen, the Governor 
of Coutijar, came here to-dtiy, and he desired to be admitted 
only to see the conquered Fort. After permission was given 
him, the Commander told him that the blacks, or Cingalese, 
were guilty of many excesses, entering the houses of the Portu- 
guese, threatening to bind and kill them, cutting down and 
destroying the fruit trees in the gardens, and that, if he 
had not had his men (to keep order) he would have been 
obliged to shoot down one or two of them. At noon there 
arrived overland from Batticaloa the trumpeter who, with 
the Ambassador Jacob Compostel, had been with His 
Imperial Majesty at Kandy, bringing with him the journal 
and letters from the Under-Clerk Nicolas Holsteyn, who was 
ordered with the Head-Factor Compostel aforesaid to note 
83—88 » 
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down eYerytMng that took place. Everything was reported 
well in Batticaloa. 

The fleet for the expedition consisted of the following : — 


The ship 

“Utrecht’^ (Admiral) 

Sailors. 

120 . 

Soldiers. 

.. 40 . 

Crew, 
.. 160 

Q-uns. 

... 44 


“ Henrietta Louisa (Vice- 
Admiral) 

100 . 

.. 30 . 

. 130 

... 36 

» 

^^Egmont” 

90 . 

.. 30 . 

. 120 

... 34 


“ S. Hertogenbosch ” 

100 . 

.. 35 . 

. 135 

... 34 

}) 

‘‘Wassenaar” 

90 . 

30 . 

. 120 

... 34 

>} 

“DerVeer” 

100 , 

. 30 . 

. 130 

... 38 

V 

“Armuyden” 

90 . 

. 30 .. 

. 120 

... 32 

5J 

“ Valkenburgh ” 

80 .. 

.. 30 .. 

. no 

... 32 


“ Reyneburch ” 

80 .. 

. 30 .. 

. no 

... 32 


‘‘Ondewater” 

80 .. 

30 .. 

. no 

... 30 

Yacht 

“ Oleyn Amsterdam ’’ 

25 .. 

. 10 .. 

. 35 

... 11 


“ Zeeuwsch Nachtigael ”... 

25 .. 

. 10 .. 

. 35 

... 7 


Total ... 

980 

335 

1,315 

364 


The rations were thus limited in the fleet : — 


I lb. meat twice 
I lb. bacon 
I quartern oil 
i quartern vinegar 
1|- quartern arrack 
1 can water 


I for each man weekly. 
I for each man daily. 
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A BELGIAN PHYSICIAN’S NOTES ON CEYLON 
IN 1687-89. 

Translated by Donald Fbrgdson. 

{Read December 28, 1887,) 

EGIDIUS DAALMANS, whose notes on Ceylon are 
here given for the first time in English, was a 
Belgian iDhysician, horn at Antwerp somewhere 
. about the middle of the seventeenth century, his death 
occurring subsequent to 1703. He was a pupil of Bontekoe, 
and an ardent partisan of the principles and teachings of the 
latter. According to the “Biographic Universelle Ancienne 
et Moderne ” (Paris, 1852) — 

“ He travelled to the Indies, carried on his profession there 
for some years, and collected some useful observations on the 
diseases which prevail in those climates ; but his conduct was 
not free from reproach ; he compounded and sold secret 
remedies, professed specifics. An enthusiastic adherent of 
the ridiculous hypotheses of Paracelsus, he made applications 
to practical medicine at once useless and dangerous. He 
pretended, for instance, that gout was produced by the 
fermentation of the alkaline molecules of the synovia with 
the acid molecules of the blood; and he proposed spirits 
of wine as the best curative agent. This erroneous doctrine 
forms the basis of the work that Daalmans published in 
Dutch ” 

Hoefer’s “Nouvelle Biographic Generale” adds that — 

“His pathology was based on the system of acids. He 
recommended only hot remedies and those capable of 
producing perspiration. He highly extolled the stone del 

d2 
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PoTco^ and rejected bleeding in apoplexy (even sanguineons) 
and pleurisy. On bis return to bis native town be was 
appointed Principal Surgeon. There exists of bis Nieuiv 
Jiervormde genee^konst gegrond o'p de gronden van aciduin 
en alkali (New medicine based on acid and alkali, followed 
by observations on tbe common diseases of tbe Island of 
Ceylon, Batavia, (&c.) ; Amsterdam, 1689, 1694, and 1703,. 
8vo. ; translated into German, Frankfort, 1694, 8vo. ; trans- 
lated into tbe same language by John Daniel Gobi, Berlin, 
1715, 8vo.” 

A. J. A. Van der Aa’s Biograpbiscb Woordenboek der 
Nederlanden” (Haarlem, 1858) gives tbe title of Daalmans’ 
book as Da nieuiv liervormde geneeskunst^ henevens aan- 
merkingen van siektenB op Ceylon^ Batavia^ Coromandel^ 
and says that tbe third edition was published in 1694, which 
is correct, tbe first edition having appeared in 1687. It is 
strange that there does not seem to be a copy of any of tbe 
editions of this work in tbe British Museum Library, nor in 
tbe libraries of tbe Royal Colleges of Surgeons and Physicians 
and tbe Apothecaries’ Hall in London ; but tbe library of the 
Surgeon-General’s Office, United States Army, contains a copy 
of the first edition, the Index Catalogue published at Washing- 
ton in 1882 having tbe following entry : — 

(Egiditjs). Denieuw-bervormde geneeskonst,. 
gebouwt op do gronden van bet alcali en acidum. Waar in 
kortelijk, volgens de gronden van de heedendaagse nieuwe 
practijk, alle ziekten, met weinig omslag geneesen worden. x,. 
164 pp., 4 1 . 12*^. Amsterdam^ Jan ten Hoorn, 1687.” 

Mr. Bell, the Honorary Secretary of our Society, has, 

I am glad to say, been fortunate enough to secure for 
tbe Society’s Library a copy of the latest Dutch edition,, 
that of 1703. Tbe title of this differs somewhat from that 
of tbe original one of 1687 ; and, while the latter con- 
tains only some 180 pages, this fourth edition has over 
260 pages. It is dedicated to two of tbe author’s fellow- 
collegians, David van den Heuvei and Edmundus Detrohy,. 
and the preface gives the history of this enlarged and revised 
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reprint. It seems that the publisher of the former editions, 
Jan ten Hoorn, was anxious to bring out a thoroughly revised 
edition ; and, while he was turning the matter over in 
his mind, Dr. Daalmans arrived in Amsterdam, to make 
preparations for accompanying the Anglo-Dutch fleet in its 
expedition against Spain. While he was in the dispensary 
■ of the hospital at Amsterdam, selecting the various drugs 
needed for the voyage, one of those present, hearing the 
author’s book spoken of, hurried off to the publisher’s to get 
a copy, and returned, saying : “ Here I have the last copy of 
•the third edition ; but the publisher says that he intends to 
reprint it in the course of a few weeks.” Then, addressing 
Dr. Daalmans, he said : “ I told him that you were here ; 
and he begged me earnestly that you would not go away 
without speaking with him.” Accordingly Dr. Daalmans 
called on Jan ten Hoorn, who made known to him his wish, 
to which the author willingly agreed. As, however, he was 
to leave Amsterdam the following day for Texel, he had to 
sit up all night, adding, striking out, and altering ; and as he 
wished to write an entirely new preface, he promised to do 
this during the voyage, and on his return hand it to his 
publisher to be printed and prefixed to the work. It seems 
that the preface to the earlier editions gave an account of 
the author’s journey to and in the East Indies : this one, 
however, is confined to his seven months’ voyage to and from 
Cadiz, detailing the remedies employed by him in the various 
cases of sickness and accident that occurred on board during 
that time. I am unable, therefore, to say whether the earlier 
preface contained any details regarding Ceylon additional to 
those given in the following travel notes. Judging by a 
hurried glance, which is all I have been able to give this 
book, it seems to contain much curious matter of interest to 
the general reader, though the larger part, of course, is 
‘‘ caviare to the general.” I hope, therefore, that one of our 
medical Members will undertake a translation, or at least 
an abstract, of the contents of this work.^ 

Dr. Daalmans’ notes of his Indian journey were first 
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publisiied in the Kronijh vanH Eistorisch Genootscliap 
(Proceedings of the Historical Society) of Utrecht for 1868, pp, 
620-695, haying been communicated to that Society by Prof, 
H. C. Millies, who gave some information verbally regarding 
the writer (which is not, however, printed in the iTromyA;),, 
and referred to the above-mentioned rare work. 

Dr. Daalmans’ notes commence abruptly with a brief 
description of the Cape of Good Hope, whence he travelled to 
Ceylon, sighting on the way the island of ^^Molyn,”^ and call- 
ing for provisions at an unnamed island, inhabited chiefly by 
Muhammadans. Although he does not mention the date, he 
leads us to infer that his arrival in Ceylon took place in 
December, 1687, and according to his own statement he left- 
Colombo for Batavia on February 10, 1689, having spent 
“ eighteen [sic] months ” in the island. At Batavia he found 
the drinking water not very good ; and he remarks that 
‘‘ In Colombo nothing but water is drunk, but in Batavia set- 
iier^ which is made of two cups of sugar-syrup, a cup of 
mum, and a bottle of water ; this, after being mixed together 
and tightly corked in big bottles, is drunk the next day like- 
beer, and if more mum is added to it, it has the name of 
cMamparade; but those who find this drink too costly omit 
the mum.”^ His notes on what he saw and heard are graphic ; 
and he gives a very full description of the town and fort of 
Batavia. Thence he proceeded to Puiicat, on the Madras 
coast, where he describes the masula boats {inossels ofte- 
chalengen] in which his luggage was landed, and where, he- 
says, he paid a pagoda for some tea. After a description of 
this place and his doings there, he relates how he visited 
the English Governor of Madras, the manner in which he 
was treated, and what he saw and did. Again embarking, 
he visited Sadras, Karikal, Negapatam (where he learnt all 
about the preparation of pepper, which, he says, he had seen 
growing in Ceylon, but had never seen picked), and finally 

* Doubtless Mohilla, one of the Comoro group, at -which vessels outward- 
bound frequently touched. See Voyage de Francois Fyrard ” (Tome I.. 
1C19, pp. 42-48), where the island is called ‘‘Malailli,”— B., Hon. Sec. 
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Taingapatara. Here end his Indian experiences ; and all 
that we know of his return voyage is that it took place in 
1693, when he called at Colombo, and that he took with 
him an orang-utan^ which, however, did not survive the 
journey. I should have mentioned that he was accompanied 
in his travels by his wife. 

With regard to the notes on Ceylon, it will be seen that 
Dr. Daalmans had a very poor opinion of this Island ; and 
also that the fact of his being in the service of the Dutch 
did not blind him to the injustice and cruelty which un- 
happily characterised many of their dealings with both 
the Portuguese and the Sinhalese. I have attempted, in 
my translation, to iDreserve as much as possible the 
spirit of the original, and have therefore in many cases 
sacrificed elegance of diction to faithfulness. I have retained 
the writer’s spellings of the names of places, as these have 
an antiquarian interest ; and for the same reason I have 
taken over verbatim a number of foreign words used 
by him. Finally, I have added notes chiefly exjfianatory of 
these words and of other matters touched on by the 
writer. 

D. F. 

# * 

After this we came to Ceilon, where I went to the 
Governor, who received me courteously. Several houses 
here had fallen in through the terrible rain. The Governor 
wished to ride with me to Malluanen,^ five miles from 
Colombo, which I was by no means unwilling to do. 
We therefore left Colombo at 3 o’clock in the morning. 

The Governor was carried in a 2 'mllenquin by 8 slaves, 
who went forward at a great rate. For 12 other slaves ran 
beside the pallequin to relieve the others by turns : for 
they do not go further with it than a pistol shot, and then 
the others know how to take their places with rapidity, so 
that there is scarcely any stoppage. There followed also 
three other pallenquins^ in which the daughters of the 
Governor and other ladies were carried. Captain Goedkind 
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•with some other officers and I rode on horseback. Before, 
behind, and in the middle ran slaves with b-orning torches 
to give light, as well as other slaves with somlreros or 
Mppersols,^ to hold over the head of each in case of snn or 
rain. Ahead ran a number of Cingalese or blacks of Ceylon, 
who had been sent exi>ressly for that purpose by the 
Company on behalf of the Government, among whom were 
some who each played on two little drums, which are 
called tamhoeh'jnties^^ with similar sticks to those used for 
dulcimers; and, as one of these tam-hoelijnties is rather 
bigger than the other, they produce together a sweet sound. 
Others played on hautboys, and others on cornets, and each 
knew what they had to play, just as well as the kettle- 
drummers in the fatherland. Some played during the 
march, others during the halt, others when the march was 
about to commence, and others again when a halt was about 
to take place, so that anyone who was acquainted therewith 
could tell by their playing what had taken place, was 
taking place, or was about to take i^lace. After these 
tmnhoelinties followed the Governor’s trumpeter on horse- 
back, and after him a company on foot, altogether about 
200 men. 

At each village through which we passed the chief men 
thereof came to meet us with banners and spears to welcome 
the Governor to Malluanen, In the road were many gate- 
ways made, adorned with greenery and flowers, after the 
manner of arcus triumphales. The road as far as Malluanen 
was made so beautiful, that not a stick nor branch of a tree 
lay on it, notwithstanding that it was all forest with several 
valleys. The country was not unpleasant to the eye, and, 
as I heard, also rich in soil ; on this account more Chinese or 
other industrious men were needed, in order to cultivate it. 
But, as the Cingalese are very lazy, they content themselves 
with great poverty, eating fruits and roots, which gz’ow wild, 
rather than derive some profit hy work ; the more so, as 
there is no lack of cattle, fish, game, fowls, eggs, butter, &c., 
and as the sea and rivers supply them with fish, and the 
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valleys with the food for their live stock, and the live stock 
with eggs and butter, without their needing to take much 
trouble about it. At sunset a number of Cingalese came to 
meet us, four of whom held a canopy of white linen over the 
‘pallaquin of the G-overnor, and brought him to a spot 
where they had placed a straw roof upon some sticks, under 
which stood a table and some benches. At a stone’s throw 
from this hut they had made an ornamental gateway, and on 
each side of the road they had planted greenery like an 
avenue, and had covered the road or street with white linen, 
in the part where we trod with our feet. The whole 
-of this hut was entirely covered and overhung inside with 
white linen, as well as the table and benches, which 'were 
‘decorated all round with various flowers. They brought us 
hot massah^ that is caudle or tipple of suric^^ seasoned with 
nutmeg, mace, cloves, cinnamon, and sugar, with some eggs. 
'This we drank out of a kind of sheath, in which the flowers 
of the Mapj[)er^^ or cocoanuts grow, and it was very pleasant 
to the taste. Meanwhile there were some who danced and 
tumbled very gracefully before the hut in the manner of 
TOpe dancers in Europe, to the playing of two oblong drums, 
which they struck on both sides with the fingers and with 
the hand. This being ended, w© departed with all these 
people for Malluanen, which we reached at about 8 o’clock. 
We had to pass the river before we could come to the fort 
‘Of Malluanen, so that we had to be taken over in boats, 
where having arrived, a salvo was fired three times. And 
after we had examined the fort, the Governor was conducted 
under the aforesaid canopy to about a musket shot’s distance 
thence, where another hut had been erected, entirely 
covered and overhung inside with white linen, as well as 
adorned with flowers, after the manner of the other. The 
road from the fort to the hut was also beset on both sides 
with greenery, and in the middle, or half way, a large gateway 
^or triumphal arch ; they had also spread white linen on the 
road for us to go over, which we did. 

Whilst we waited for the food to be made ready, the afore- 
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said jngglers danced and tumbled before tbe hut, and after 
we had eaten, amidst the blowing of the trumpet and 
hautboys, we spent the time in playing lanterlod^^ until about 
3 o’clock, when the Governor, together with all his suite, 
went into a prauio^^'^ which had come expressly for that 
purpose fromColombo. This praim is like a small yacht,, 
which has been divided into three: the middle part has 
benches round and a flat deck above, as on a yacht. This 
was covered with scarlet above, and hung round with red 
silk curtains, and below laid with a carpet or alhatiefP 
Pennons and flags waved in front from the mast and from 
behind, and as the wind was against it, the prauw was rowed 
down the river with twelve oars ; the trumpeter sat in front 
on the poop, and blew up lustily, fin front, on a raft of 
two hollowed trees, on which lay two planks, went the 
Cingalese, who played on the tamboeleinties and hautboys, 
and many of them somewhat more easily than when all ran 
forth to play, as they had had to do in the morning. 

The river is about half as broad as the Scheldt at 
Antwerp ; the current was pretty strong, but it varies after 
the influx of much water from the land on account of rain. It 
runs for the most part through jungle, so that one sees 
nothing but trees and greenery, and here and there a valley 
not unpleasant to journey along once in good company. 

Meanwhile, we came to the Pas,^* which is a noble house 
close to the river, where the Ambassadors of the King of 
Candien are met and received. There stood two carriages 
in one of these we went with the Governor, and in the other 
the ladies, and thus we all rode to Colombo, about a mile 
away. The soldiers and all the other people had gone over- 
land, and waited for us at the Pas, so that we got in again 
about 6 o’clock as we had left. 

The Lascarijns, or Cingalese soldiers, who are in the service 
of the Company, and were stationed here and there at certain 
outposts, brought some presents to the Governor. In front 
came several tamboeUJnties and dancers, as has been before 
described ; after them several with banners, and then all that 
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carried anything, one after another, Yv^hich is the common 
Cingalese custom, namely, fowls and various fruits and 
eatables. All these bearers, quite one hundred in number, 
went below a j)iece of white linen that was carried on sticks, 
stretched like a pavilion or canopy over their heads. On 
each side marched armed soldiers or Lascarijns, and in this 
manner they came to the house of the Governor. This gift 
was usually sent to the hospital, and was made thrice a year. 

There was great preparation being made for a grand show 
of arms at the burial of the deceased King. The funeral 
procession was arranged in the following manner : at 7 o’clock 
in the morning the assemblage took place before the house of 
the Governor, and at 8 o’clock the Lascarijns who were on duty 
began to march forward, one after the other, in the Cingalese 
manner. After them followed nine companies of footmen 
with helmets on their heads, and each with a black silk band on 
his arm, the musket reversed behind the back ; the pikemen 
trailed their pikes, on each of which also a black band was 
tied. All the military officers were in mourning. Before 
each company went a field-piece, that was drawn by slaves, 
with several gunners to fire and load these as might be 
needful. After these nine companies followed a company 
of sailors, each with a battle-axe in his hand and a pistol in 
his belt. The company of the Governor was in armour. 
After this, that is, after the company of sailors, followed 
four trumpeters and a kettledrum, all on horseback and in 
deep mourning, and the coat-of-arms of the King of Candien,, 
which is a red lion on a golden field, to the best of my 
recollection, was designed all round on the cloths, both of 

the kettledrums and of the of the 

trumpeters. Next followed the great standard of the king, 
then two smaller ones, then a led horse fully clothed in 
black velvet, then the banner of the king, from the two ends 
of which tiffany or crape, two ells in length, trailed behind ; 
then another led horse in mourning, then the gilt spurs, the 
gloves, the golden dagger in its sheath, the helmet, the coat of 
mail. All these things werecarriedby petty merchants, all of 
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whom were in mourning. After this followed the carriage, 
also in monrning, as well as the six horses, all hung with the 
king’s arms, and each horse led by a slave. After this 
followed the horse of State, which was all in trappings of 
black velvet, and was led by two trustworthy persons. After 
this followed the herald, wholly clad in armour, then the 
bare sword of sovereignty. Next, a gilt imperial crown and 
sceptre, each by itself on a black velvet cushion ; each cushion 
was carried in a large silver dish under a pavilion or canopy 
of black velvet with gold fringes, by a nobleman. Along 
with these on each side went six halberdiers and six 
persons, each of whom carried a large burning torch. All 
these came out of the house of the Governor, from the door- 
way through which one goes along to the hall where prayer 
is held of an evening. Then followed the Governor in full 
mourning ; the train of his mantle was borne behind by a 
page, and was quite six ells long. The Ambassador went on 
his right hand. Next followed the Political Council, the 
Ministers, the Council of J ustice, then all the of&cers, burghers, 
and domestics. This procession went along the east side 
behind the hospital and so to the church, where all was put 
upon a table and guarded by the aforesaid twelve halberdiers- 
The burning torches also were all left there burning around 
until near the evening, when everything was taken away. 
Duringthe exit from the church three salutes were fired by the 
musketry and field^pieces, beside all the cannon in the city 
,and castle. The funeral procession was then brought back 
to the place from which it had started, where ail who had 
.accompanied it were regaled with a glass of Spanish wine 
and absinth.^^ 

Moreover, there were various presents brought by slaves 
on sticks, covered with fine linen, on their shoulders, to do 
honour to the new King, some miles out of Colombo. 

In the river Zeduaken^^ and thereabouts are found various 
precious stones, such as rubies, sapphires, and topazes, which 
are brought to Colombo and elsewhere, and sold at dear 
enough prices. 
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Att-wo o’clock at night the tamloelijnties beat the reveille,, 
and the inarch commenced. We went in the bright moonlight 
through a valley over the river to Roeenelle/^ the frontier 
town of the land of the Comi^any and of the King of Candia, 
three miles from Zeduaaken. The river that divides Roe- 
enelle from the King’s and the Company’s land comes from 
some distance out of the land that lies around there, and falls 
there into the river that comes from Candia, and passing 
through Zeduaaken by Anguellen^® and then to the Pas and 
Matualen^^ falls into the sea there. Having come there, com- 
pliments on both sides were exchanged by means of interpre- 
ters at the river, where the King’s Ambassadors were ferried 
over in tonies^^ and we went up the bank of the river, where 
some pedereroes {hassen~\ were fired off, with a salute from 
the muskets. The blacks or Cingalese had prepared a hut there 
and hung it with white linen after their custom, and had 
covered the table, and we were there treated in Cingalese 
style. After we had eaten, we returned again to Zeduaaken. 

The new King sent Ambassadors a second time to the 
Governor, testifying his regard for the Company, whereupon 
the Governor again sent a letter to the King. The Governor’s 
letter was carried publicly in a silver dish, which was 
covered over with cloth of silver, on the head of an officer, 
who walked beneath a handsome pavilion or tabernacle, as far 
as the Pas. Beside the two companies that went along 
with him, there were nearly all the other officers, both 
suiDerior and petty, in the second carriage next to the 
Ambassadors, or on horseback, and so they went, under the 
salute of the cannon, as far as the Pas, whence they returned 
with the two companies to Colombo towards evening. 

Going to Cotton,^^ about two miles from Colombo, I found 
the whole way nothing but clumps of cinnamon trees, which 
grow there wild and in great quantity ; which trees become 
so thick that one cannot encircle them with one’s arms, but 
do not shoot up very high, but after the manner of apple trees. 
The leaves are almost like those of the wild laurel, and have 
each three ribs. It is a wonderful tree ; its bark or rind, 
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whiclx is first freed from its green rind or peel, is then 
cinnamon. The roots yield, through distillation, a large 
quantity of camphor and oil of camphor. The leaves yield 
.an oil that very closely resembles oil of cloves, with which a 
little oil of cinnamon is mixed. The fruits, which resemble 
a hind of berry, yield oil very like the oil of juniper. These 
berries or fruits being taken out of the kettle after distillation, 
und pressed, and thus deprived of the residue of water, 
a substance like wax is obtained, from which candles are 
made.^2 The chief fuel that we burnt in the kitchens in 
Colombo was cinnamon wood. This is, in short, what I had 
to say of the cinnamon tree. 

Meanwhile we had come to a broad marshy water, which 
separates Cotton from the district of Colombo, for Cotton is a 
small island. Here we stood and looked, and no one knew 
how to get across. Some Cingalese, who stood near there, 
said that there was no other way, but that we must go across 
that marsh, and that then we must also cross a broad sheet of 
water. We begged them to be of assistance to us. Having 
got through the marsh, we came to a very broad and deep 
sheet of water, where, as luck would have it, two hollow, 
trees, which they call tonjes^ lay, which they tied together 
with some greenery, and thus we went towards Cotton ; they 
came back immediately to take us, as well as our slaves, and so 
we came together to Cotton. The curiosities that were to be 
seen there were of little interest : only the ruins of some 
pillars of grey freestone, standing in a square ten to twelve 
paces from each other, on which was carved some foliage, 
which for heathen men was certainly wonderful. They said 
that in former times the Portuguese had carried off the rest 
for the building of their church in Oolombo.^^ In Cotton 
were some Max^’per gardens, where surze and sold. 

We dined there, in the manner of the country, on a mat on 
the earth, and sat thereto as tailors are accustomed to do with 
us. After eating, we again crossed over, and came back 
home once more. 

Moreover, the Ambassadors, or those who had brought the 
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letter, or ole^^ from the King of Candia, had returned to 
Candien. Then again a letter was sent from the GoYernor to 
the King, with the foregoing ceremonies, and was conducted 
by six companies of foot as far as the Pas, under a canopy or 
pavilion, with large torches as well, and from there onwards 
by three companies to OrweveP^ or Anguellen, amidst the 
firing of all the cannon, according to the old custom. 

Before I leave the island of Ceilon, it will not be 
unreasonable if I briefly relate what I heard and saw of that 
island during the period of eighteen months that I lived there. 
It is true that Baldeus has written much about it and extols 
it mightily high, but in deed and in truth the whole island 
and all that is in it, excepting the cinnamon tree, is not vrorth 
as much as an ordinary village in Brabant or Flanders : for 
all the fruits that grow there are not worth describing. The 
sweet oranges, or King’s apples/® that grow there have been 
brought from elsewhere and planted there. The cattle are 
so thin that they are not eatable. The fish that comes into 
the fish market on a Friday in Antwerp is better and worth 
more than all the fish that Is caught in a whole year 
throughout the whole of Ceilon. The schools in which the 
children in the low-lands are taught, and which are figured 
in Baldeus in fine copperplates, are altogether not worth as 
much as the plates cost to engrave : for they are nothing 
more than a wretched hut and a roof on sticks, that is open 
all round, and some covered with straw and others with tiles. 

This island was first discovered by Christofiiel Columbus, 
an Italian, whence the chief town bears his name.^^ Colombo 
lies in seven and a half degrees . . . , The Portu- 

guese, who were the first possessors of this island, also had 
various other forts there, both round the sea coast and inland, 
such as Negombo, Goalen,^® Battecolo, Vincquenelaley,^^ 
&c., and endured severe contests with the inhabitants before 
they could bring them into subjection, until about the year 
1655 the Hollanders landed there, who, with the help of the 
Cingalese, that is, the inhabitants, drove out all the Portu- 
guese. But before the Cingalese would help the Hollanders 
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they made a stipulation with them in these terms : that when 
the town of Colombo and others should be conquered, so that 
the Portuguese were driven out thence, some fortresses should 
also be given into their charge, together with some seaports,, 
in order that they might go with their vessels where they 
would. But as soon as Colombo and the other places had 
capitulated, and the Portuguese were driven out, the King of 
Candia, who was then the sole sovereign of that island,, 
wished to take possession of those places that had been pro- 
mised him in the agreement made ; but as the Hollanders said 
that this agreement might cause them great harm, as the 
King could at any time call some foreign potentate to his aid, 
and admit him into his country through the seaports which 
he wished to have, and also by help from other fortresses 
which he also wished to have, according to the foregoing agree- 
ment, they, the Hollanders, would be compelled to do what he 
pleased ; beside which, that the King, by means of the sea- 
ports, would be able to trade with others in cinnamon and 
it was resolved by the Hollanders, after the matter had 
been well considered, that a spoke should be put in the wheel, 
and an opportunity sought of giving some course of dis- 
content to the Cingalese, which very soon occui'red. It was. 
then announced that all the Cingalese would have to depart 
from the fortress of Colombo to a certain distance from 
the place, and as these people did not promptly obey, some of 
them were for this reason shot dead by the Hollanders. Here- 
upon arose forthwith a new war between the Hollanders and 
the Cingalese ; and then the poor inhabitants saw for the first 
time that they had been deceived. The which gave occasion 
to the King of Candia to say or to ask his courtiers, what they 
thought of this business ; whereupon he was answered, that 
they were freed from the hot ginger, hut that they had got 
more pungent pepper in its place. These things remained 
for some years in the same state, so that now and then some 
encounter took place on both sides, and now the King’s side 
and then Hollanders took some prisoners. 

The Company, seeing that not the slightest advantage was- 
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to be gained in this warfare, tried to pacify the King of 
Candien with fair words and rare gifts ; but he would listen 
to nothing, saying that the Hollanders were deceivers, and 
kei^t all who were sent to him as envoys, with him in Candien. 
Moreover, he would not look at the presents sent, but let them 
remain in the same place where they were brought on their 
arrival, until they were spoilt and destroyed, in contempt of 
them : so that he allowed a beautiful Persian horse, that was 
sent to him as a gift, die of hunger, though he was a great 
fancier of fine horses.^^ 

At last the Governor Laurens Fiji managed by cunning to 
so get round the King that he began to listen to him. This 
Governor had utterly condemned the action of the Governor 
or General who had not kept his word in accordance with the 
agreement at the commencement of their iDOSsession, saying, 
moreover, that it was not concluded with the permission of 
the Lords and Masters in Holland : for the whole island with 
all the fortifications belonged to the King, and that he as 
Governor only guarded them for his Eoyal Majesty’', as he 
was not able to defend such a large island against a foreign 
potentate, and that he was prepared to hand over all the 
fortresses to his Majesty when it should please him. 

This private letter Fiji had found means of forwarding to 
the King quietly in the year 1685, when another letter was 
sent to him in the following manner: Laurens Fiji had 
learnt that his private letter had not been unpleasant to the 
King ; he therefore informed the Political Council that he had 
understood that the King appeared to have become possessed 
of ears willing to hear some fair promises of favourable 
intercourse with the Company ; for which reason he deemed 
it not unadvisable to make a trial for once, and write to him. 
JBut as it had been seen that the King detained all who were 
sent to him, it was resolved to make one more trial, but with 
his own people, or Cingalese, who live near Colombo. These 
^vei’O instructed regarding all, by word of mouth, to make 
known to the King the great regard of the Governor, beside 
a private letter to the King, in which eveiything was 
83—88 B 
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confirmed. The public letter, of which the Political Council 
had knowledge, was placed in a large silver basin, being 
wrapped first in cloth, and then in red velvet, and was then 
placed in a beautiful new carriage, which was drawn by six 
fine horses. This letter in this carriage was accompanied by the 
whole garrison as far as the extreme boundaries of Colombo, 
where they parted from it amidst the firing of several field- 
pieces and of all the musketeers, and let the Cingalese proceed 
entrusted with the rest. The private letter as well as the oral 
instructions of his own subjects were, however, so far able to 
move the old King, that in the following year in the month 
of May he released a number of Hollanders, or rather Euro- 
peans, who had been kept prisoners in Candia some 17 
or 18 years, notwithstanding that he had sworn many oaths 
that he would put no more* faith in the Hollanders all the 
days of his life. Beside these prisoners the King sent some 
Ambassadors to confer verbally with the Governor, who were 
received and sent back again with all ceremony and honour.* 
All this took place before my arrival there, but was related 
to me by those who had themselves been present. 

But on the lOtli Decemb., 1687, 1 myself saw two envoys 
from the new King arrive. Whilst these envoys were in 
Colombo, Laurens Fiji released all the Company’s slaves 
that were in chains, and struck off their fetters, and pardoned 


* From the JBeknopte Ifistorie we learn that in 1686, hy presents, and 
the promised aid of the Chief Priest of Kandy (who had visited G-overnor 
Pyl, and been entertained with great pomp and ceremony”), the Dutch 
hoped to obtain the release of their countrymen detained prisoners by the 
King, but that P^ja Si^ha hardened his heart “ at the instigation of his 
French and Portuguese captives.” The present of an eagle, however, early 
in 1087 led to great interchange of compliments,” and ultimately to 
the release of the Dutch prisoners, amongst them being Lieut. Moliere 
and Ensign Steenbeek, besides eleven Toepasses and some natives.” 

The Dutch Records, Colombo, furnish further particulars. The prisoners 
were sent down from Kandy in charge of Aswolla Adigar, Galgama Rala, 
Kobewela Mohotiyar, Maradagoda Muhandiram, and a large retinue : they 
reached Colombo on May 13. The gratitude of the Dutch prompted an 
expenditure of / 1,908, 18. 9 in presents to the escort, viz.: — ^Aswolla 
Adigar, / 507. 7. 10; Galgama RMa, /207, 18. 6; Kobewela Mohotiyd^r, 
/ 182. 13, 6 ; Maradagoda Rala, / 150. 18. 5 ; Adigar’s Muhandiram, 
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'any who had been condemned to death or the lash, and all 
this to win over the King. 

After three days, to wit, on the 13th, these Ambassadors 
•departed with great ceremony. On the 15th two others were 
received in the like manner ; these brought the tidings of 
the death of .the old King ; moreover, that the old King had 
expressly enjoined on his successor to maintain good 
relations with his Governor : for that he was well assured 
that he was no deceiver as the former Hollanders had 
been, &c. 

It was then, while these Ambassadors were there, that 
that imposing funeral procession in memory of the deceased 
King took place, which has been described above, on 
the 23rd Dec., and they returned again on the 30th to 
Oandien with many presents. The Secretary Aalbos 
.accompanied them as Ambassador to congratulate the new 
King, and to assure him that Gov. Fiji would act towards 
him as he had promised the deceased King, his father, and 
with other private instructions, which were delivered to him 
by word of mouth. This Aalbos brought back with him 
two Ambassadors from the King, who were received with 
great pomp, as has been before said, and who brought with 
them five elephants, which the deceased King had purposed 
to send to his Governor, beside other presents, such as gold. 


/25. 2; nine AppnJiamies, / 125. 13. 4; nine Ahachcliies, / 53. 0. 8; 
eleven “ Manacayers,” / 56. 2; three Vidanes, / 20. 18. 8; five (?)? 
y40. 10; sixteen lascorins, / 283. 9. 8; seven lascorins of the Atapattu, 
/51; eight smiths, / 37. 6; two Moors, /1 3. 19; twenty-one servants, 
y52. 10; twenty-five coolies, / 62. 10. 

Other Dutch prisoners, probably released with Pieter M oilier and Hans 
Steenbeek, or in the following year (July 10, 1688), as gathered from 
contemporary letters, were Mattheus Gomesz, Paulus Oornelis, Diedrick 
Barrents, Thomas Homes, Prederick Ambrosias Penneguin, and Jurgen 
Pietersen. 

Knox writing in 1681 believed the number of Dutch living in the Kandyan 
territory to be “ about 50 or 60,” Ambassadors, prisoners, runaways, and 
malefactors — ^Portuguese, some ‘Hhree score,” English 16. The Dutch 
Ambassador Jacob Guycq Myerop, in a letter from Kandy, dated July 15, 
1684, puts the total of Baja Siigha’s ditmvas at 97, of whom 6 were Prencit 
10 English, and 25 Portuguese. — B., Hon. See. 
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preciotis stones, &o. Tliese Ambassadors remained until the' 
21st. Meanwhile, every honour was done to them that 
could be thought of, such as parades and other things. Every 
evening until late they had long audiences with the 
Governor, and all in secret. A certain Bannok acted as 
interpreter, who had taken pains to acquaint himself 
generally with the affairs of the people. These Ambassadors- 
then departed on the 21st with many presents, and were 
accompanied to the furthest frontier.'*^" 

On 11th May another Ambassador came to speak verbally 
with the Governor, who being put off with fair words returned 
the same day that he came, but with the usual ceremonies.^^ 
On 4th Julyt came four Ambassadors and brought the rest 
of the prisoners with their wives and children ; these were 
received in the most imposing manner. Among others, there 
came a Lieutenant who had been kept a ]3risoner there for 
16 years, having gone there on an embassy. On the 15th, a 
parade of all the Europeans was held before the Ambassadors,, 
when the King was announced and proclaimed as King from 
the balcony of the Council-house, whereupon all the j)eople 


* The “ Upper Merchant, and Chief Secretary, Claas Alebos'’ (as he is 
styled in the D, E,), returned on Febrnary 6, 1688, with two Ambassadors, 
‘‘Kirewewele Cabbara Bale” and “Mendiwocer Mohotiar,” bearing a 
letter from the Eandy Court, dated January 80. The Ambassadors wej’e- 
seat back February 21, with a reply from G-overnor Pyl. This Banacke 
of Colombo ” seems to have been privileged to correspond directly with 
the King’s ministers. — B., Hon. Sec. 

t The Bcltmj^te JUstorie says ‘‘ in June.” The actual date was July 
10 (D. K. Colombo). The captives released (in all 25 men, women, and 
children, including ‘‘Lieutenant Disave Cornelis Blicklant”) were in 
charge of “ Dewakarre Mahamotiaar,” and accompanied by four Ambas- 
sadors, “Wickeremasinga Modliar,” Disava of Sabaragamuwa ; “Tamban- 
carrewarre Samamaracon Modliar,” Disava of Bintenna ; “Herat Modliar,”' 
Chief of Udunuwara ; and “Pandite Modliar.” The yonngKing had been 
crowned on May 27 ; and Governor Pyl, in his letter of July 22, offers 
congratulations and goodwill to the new Emperor “ Wimele Daham Souiy 
Maha Eagia.” Secretary Alebos returned with the Ambassadors on 23rd, 
bearing diaft of a fresh Contract for the consideration of the King. 

The heads of this proposed agreement, which fell through after some- 
months of useless negotiation, are given in the Belmonte Historia. — B.,. 
Hon, See, 
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shouted “ Long live the King !” In the evening there was a 
display of fireworks, which was witnessed by the Ambassadors, 
On the 19th there was another display of fireworks on the 
water. On the 23rd they returned with many presents, 
'These were sent in return for a gun that was of massive gold,» 
.and that was sent by the King to the Governor. The 
Secretary Aalbos returned with them to the King, with 
•express command not to return thence before the King had 
also proclaimed peace, or until he was summoned back by a 
later order.^^ 

On the 5tli Octob. came two envoys from the King, but 
they were received only at the gate, and after they had spoken 
with Fiji they deiDarted with dissatisfaction on both sides^ 
and the Ambassadors were allowed to go without any 
escort.’^" 

On 25tli November a letter was sent by a Cingalese with 
great ceremony to the King, who replied to it on the 22nd 
Dec. in the same manner, the letter being received by a 
company of soldiers. The contents were, that the King did 
not wish to have anything more to do with embassies, but 
that he wished to speak with his Governor verbally, to which 
‘Cnd the King had caused great preparations in the way of 
houses to be made at Zeduaaken. 

The fort of Zeduaaken lay about 12 miles from Colombo, 
.and was the frontier place of Colombo and Gandien. ’T was 
a regular fortress, well provided with ordnance. Tinder its 
protection several aldees^^ or villages sheltered themselves. 
This fortress, with its dependent aldees, the Governor had 
some months before ceded to the King. There, as I have 
said, the King had made great preparations for speaking with 
the Governor personally. The envoys who had brought this 
letter returned on the 5th January, 1689, and a public letter 
was then sent to the King with the same ceremony as if an 


* Mudaliyhrs ^^Hindenie AlDesiuge” and ^^Hakmana Heneke” arrived 
*011 October 5, witk letter dated the 2nd. Grovernor Pyl replied on the 
22nd.— B., Roti. See. 
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Ambassador bad accompanied it in person. The contents 
were not known ; but great preparation was made of all 
kinds of silver trappings for the equipment of a Persian 
horse. Pit^® pretended to be ill in order not to give any 
audiences.^ 

On 25th January there came two more envoys from the- 
King, who were suitably received, and it was rumoured that 
they had come to see how it fared with their Governor’s 
health. They returned on the 28th with the usual ceremonies.. 
Meanwhile work was carried on with all diligence at the 
aforesaid silver trappings, and we made ready to leave for 
Batavia on February 10. This is then, in brief, the state 
of affairs between the King and the Company 

Let us now say something of the situation of Colombo, and in 
what manner the Portuguese were driven out of it. The city 
of Colombo lies in seven degrees and a half north of the line, 
and is divided into an old city and a new one or castle. The 
old city is about a thousand paces long and seven hundred 
broad, and is an oblong quadrangle ; it has three long and 
straight streets lengthways and three breadthways, so that the 
whole of the old city is almost made up of the twelve squares* 
or cubes, of which one of the midmost is the churchyard,, 
surrounded by a wall. Against this wall little mud houses 
covered with straw have been erected, where every day are 
to be found one thing and another for sale, of which the 
Cingalese have need, such as slaves, clothing, linen, thread, . 
letelj areeh^ &c., and which serve as a hasaart,^^ that is, a 

* The course of the correspondence between the Kandyan Court and the- 
Dutch from November, 1688, to January, 1689, was as follows : — 

On November 11 “ Mattemagoda Chitty ” (perhaps a Moor of Matama- 
goda in Four Korales) arrived with a letter from the King. This Chitty ” ’ 
seems to have been employed as intermediary, and was probably the 
‘^Cingalese” by whose hand Daalmans says the G-overnor’s reply of 
November 25 was sent to Kandy. He returned on December 22, with 
Mudaliydrs “ Bowolle Goeletonge ” and “ Oedowitte Jasinge,” bearing two 
olas, dated December 17, from the King and the Gonnebandaer/* The 
contents of both were virtually the same, and are dealt with in Governor 
PyTs replies of January 5. substantially as summarised in the Belmopte- 
JTistofie. (See Note 37, infra,) — Hon, 8eo, 
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market, -wlxere everytliing, Yegetable or otherwise, is for sale ; 
but this lasaart is only on the two front sides of the church- 
yard : for at the eastern and southern corners the wall is 
bare at night, and these huts serve for the buffaloes to take 
shelter in when it rains. These buffaloes pay their house 
rent with the gift of their dung : for it is very useful for 
smearing therewith the floor and earthen seats that are 
made there ; for otherwise the people there would have no 
peace with the white ants that eat up everything, although 
they may have been only some hours at work ; so that every- 
one, not only in Ceilon, but throughout the whole of India, 
who has not a paved floor, must of necessity once or twice 
a week have his whole house smeared with buffalo or cow 
dung ; indeed, the very frame of our bedstead, on which 
we slept, was thus smeared all over. Everything else, such 
as boxes and cupboards, pantries, &c., which would be spoilt 
by being so smeared, must stand on hollow stones in which 
is water, or they are in peril of the ants. 

Now, as further concerns the churchyard, it has two large 
gateways, one on the north side and one on the south side. 
One always enters by the first and goes out by the other. In 
this graveyard everyone is buried, except the Governor and 
the members of the Political Council ; and besides, anyone 
who is willing to j^ay 100 rixdollai’s can also be buried in 
the church. 

All the houses in the old city are still those of the Portu- 
guese times, except some which, having been destroyed by 
the rain or other causes, have been rebuilt ; most of them 
were entirely under the roof without an upper story], 
or if any are one story high the roof is very low, and the 
principal dwelling is above. In the whole of the old town 
resided only about 24 Europeans, both independent persons 
and servants of the Company, of whom more than half had 
black wives or Mistiches and also some Dutch widows ; 
the rest were MisticheSy Toepasses^^^ Cingalese, Moors, Mala- 
bars, &c. The town lies east and west, south and north. 
It has only one gate, which bears the name of the Negombo 
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gate, because one goes to Negombo through it ; it is situated 
in the angle on the north-east side. On the east and on the 
south side it is very strongly fortified, with stone walls and 
bastions and a very broad water, or tcmlc^ in which are many 
crocodiles or Iccctmans,^'^ On the north side is the sea, from 
which it is separated by a small wall, in the middle of which 
is a bastion, where troops are stationed with a sergeant. 
Outside this wall, to wit, on the beach, is the fish market, or 
the fish ba^iaar [visch-passer'],^^ where a number of fishermen 
live in little huts. On the west side is the castle, between 
which and the town lies a low plain, almost as large as the 
whole city, by a high road through the midst of which one 
goes to the castle. This road was planted with trees when we 
left there, and they had grown well when we came away 
again.^^ 

The fort or castle is almost square, and has five bastions of 
poor stone, which is cut out of the earth there of any si^e 
that is required, and is called kap)koh stone.^® It is like small 
pebbles lying in a hard clay, so that if a large square stone is 
allowed to lie for some time in the water the clay dissolves, 
and all the pebbles fall in a heap together ; but if this stone 
is laid in good mortar, so that the water cannot get at it, then 
it does good service. The castle has on the south side the 
same tang^^ or broad water as the old city, on the west side 
the sea, and on the north side the bay, and on the east side 
the old town, which is separated from the castle by a pretty 
broad and deep moat. It has three gates, one through which 
one enters from the old town, where the road still lay open 
when I was there in 1693, notwithstanding that the bhie 
chiselled freestone all ready for making a fine gateway 
therewith had lain there from the time I came to Colombo. 
The second gate lies at the angle of the south-west side, where 
the road goes to Gaalen,^^ and is named the Gaalsepoort [Galle 
gate]. The third is the Water-poort [Water gate], where one 
goes down along three sides by twenty blue freestone steps to 
the bay or beach. Beside these there are two or three other 
small gates, by which one goes to the works and to the sea beach, 
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•on tlie west side, where stand several small huts, for the slaves 
-of the Company to live in with their wives and children, and 
which is a kind of negro village.^® Beside these there is ^^et 
another small gate, by which one goes to the pier and wharf, 
where all the goods are discharged and loaded by means of 
punts and small boats or skiffs, and also taken to the large 
vessels, which mostly lie a good half mile or even mile outside 
the bay on account of a bank, and the north wind in the 
moussoriy^^ in November, December, and January, as the north 
wind blows sometimes very strongly there, and then the ships 
cannot get out of the bay on account of the north wind, but are 
driven towards the shore, so that they part from their anchors. 
On the north side the fort has a bend towards the sea, like an 
elbow, on the end of which stands a bastion with a four- 
cornered tower well provided with metal cannon, as indeed a 
large number of metal cannon stand all round the city. This 
bastion bears the name of the Waterpas. Behind this bend, 
towards the shore, lies the wharf for building small vessels ; 
there stands a saw-mill, driven by the wind. In the middle 
of this elbow stands a smithy, beside carpenters’, turners’, and 
coopers’ shops. Here gun-carriages and everything needed 
on sea or land are made for the Company. The rest of this 
crooked elbow is entirely occupied by store-houses, in which 
the goods of the Company are kept. 

Close by the Qaalsepoort stands a powder-mill, also driven 
by the wind, where gunpowder is made. In the castle are 
few respectable houses, and most of these built by the Dutch, 
nf which the house of the Governor, with that of the 
Secretary, which is close by, is very large, and with its garden 
forms a complete square. Its front faces the sea shore. The 
wall or the fortification serves as a road for the said house. 
At the one angle towards the east stands a bastion, and at 
the other angle towards the west is a corp [^^c] de garde^ 
where the ComiDany and the servants, with the trumpeter of 
the Governor, have their residence, close to the Water-poort 
The castle has two streets from the north to the south, the 
longest of which, that runs right from the Water-p)Oort to the 
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Qaalse poort^ is very broad and irregular, and only ten or 
twelve bouses stand there in order, to wit, as one enters 
by the Gtaalse poort^ on the right hand, where the shop-* 
keeper, the cashier, the dispenser, warehouse-masters, &c., 
dwelt. In the middle of this street stands the church, 
which lies north and south, and is one relic of the fifty 
churches that in the time of the Portuguese stood in the^ 
districts of Colombo, Negombo, and of Gaalen, and it did not 
differ much from them, but was also in ruins when I was 
tliere, and the ground was all marked off for the building 
of a new one close by, but there it remained. 

The second street runs from the other corner on the east 
side of the house of the Governor to the end of the castle.. 
This street has on the east side a moat of about 30 feet, on 
the other side of which are houses. These two streets are 
crossed by six others, of which the rampart in front of the 
house of the Governor is the first ; the second street comes 
behind the same house, against the wall of its court, at the 
angle of which towards the west stand two offices, to wit, the 
pay and the trade offices. Right opposite to this stands the 
house of the second person, and at the other angle the house 
of the Major, that was kept empty for the lodging therein 
of the Ambassadors of the King. Beside these stood two- 
other fine houses. The third street was very bad, into- 
which the gardens of the above houses had exit. The 
fourth street was the finest of all : in it were 2 or 3 
lodgings of Europeans, and the rest were mostly Toepasses 
and Blacks. The fifth street did not run right through, but 
stopped at the courts of the row of houses in which lived 
the shopkeeper, the dispenser, and the cashier. In this street 
stood the hospital and the house of the head surgeon. The* 
rest were all miserable hovels, as were also all the houses of 
the same®*^ street, which also had the above-mentioned 
moat for a neighbour at their doors, which runs right past 
the Gaalse poort, over which one goes by a built stone bridge,, 
and so proceeds as far as the rampart on the west side of the 
castle. Between this moat and the rampart on the south 
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stands the powder mill, beside the dwelling of the Master- 
Gunner. This is then in brief [the plan] of Colombo.®^’^ 
There now remains to say how the Portuguese lost this 
city, and the whole island. Disunion and self-conceit were 
the cause of the departure of the Portuguese. When the* 
Hollanders came to Ceylon with their fleet, the Portuguese 
could easily have prevented their landing, but thinking 
too little of their foe they considered that an indignity, for 
they believed that they could easily drive them back with 
sticks. Therefore the Portuguese Governor of Colombo gave as- 
answer to those who brought him the tidings that the Hollan- 
ders were engaged in landing, that the fowls should be allowed 
to come on land, that he had powder and lead to shoot them 
with. But after the Hollanders had taken several forts or 
paggerSy^^^ they saw well that it was no cockfight ; but that 
about 4,000 of the enemy, black as well as white, were 
marching on Colombo, against whom they sent out 700- 
Portuguese to bar their passage at a river between Gaalen 
and Colombo. But when the 30 men who formed the 
vanguard had passed over that river, and whilst they were 
occupied in cooking their rice, as they, to wit, the Hollanders,, 
had eaten nothing the previous day, they became aware of 
the Portuguese ; but not knowing how strong they were, as- 
it was late in the evening, and also quite dark (the body of 
the Hollanders camp was on the other side of the river), never- 
theless these courageous Hollanders fell upon the Portuguese^ 
who also not knowing whether the whole camp of the 
Hollanders had passed over the river or not, and being also 
but 30 men strong, who were the avantgarde^ the Portuguese' 
took to flight. On hearing this news the rest of the 
Hollanders crossed the river with all speed, each as best 
he could. Here an officer, who was in the service of the 
Portuguese, but was a Netherlander by birth, ran over to the 


* To the writers quoted iu Note 51, should he added Christopher 

Schweitzer, who served iuCeylou from November, 1676, to January, 1682. — 
B., Hon. See. 
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Hollanders, and begged for quarter, which was promised 
him on condition that he would state truly all that he knew 
.as to the numbers of the Portuguese, which he did. Amon^ 
other things that he related, he said that the Portuguese had 
resolved to hang all the Hollanders except the young and 
strong fellows, whom they wished to keep as pallenriuin 
bearers. This statement aroused so much hatred towards 
them, that Yan der Laan, who was in command of the 
Hollanders, swore an oath that he would slaughter all the 
Portuguese whom he could catch, with wives and children. 
The day now broke, and the march along the sea coast was 
begun, when they soon came in sight of the Portuguese. 
The Hollanders marched 36 men in each rank, and had 
orders not to open fire on the Portuguese before they saw 
the white of the eye of the latter. This was done, and 
presently several ranks were opened, and they began to 
fire on the Portuguese with a number of field-pieces, which 
were loaded with grape or canister, on which they took to 
flight, and all who could not escape were shot dead. Very 
few Hollanders were killed, and Van der Laan was slightly 
wounded in the face, which cost nine Portuguese their lives. 
These Portuguese had fied into the depths of the forest 
thereabout, in order to escape to Colombo with the rest 
by night ; but by chance a Hollander corporal with four men, 
each with a gun, going into the jungle, found these nine 
Portuguese, each also with his musket and burning luiit ; 
but as these Portuguese did not know whether or not there 
were more Hollanders there, they asked if there was quarter or 
not for them, and put themselves in position to fire, as they 
had seen the Hollanders come along, but, owing to the rough 
nature of the forest, could not escape without taking to the 
open. This corporal never heard a pleasanter question, and 
they ail called out together Yes,” with the condition that 
they should extinguish their lunts, which was done, and 
then they brought these Portuguese to Van der Laan, who 
.abused them roundly, and because he had been wounded 
in the face caused them all to be shot, and that by the very 
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soldiers wIlo had given them quarter. Shortly afterwards 
Colombo was beseiged by the Hollanders, and after they 
had intrenched themselves as near to the city as they 
thought necessary, they kept the city in a constant state 
of alarm, in order to weary out the Portuguese, and in 
order the better to deceive them, to have soldiers firing 
at all hours, now in one place, and now in another, with 
cries of “Kill them I Kill them! Charge I Charge!’’ This 
was done at all hours of the night by different soldiers, and 
in the daytime they did nothing but cannonade, and raise 
a false alarm here and there ; but seeing that nothing came 
of this false alarm, they became accustomed to that noise. 
But one Sunday, after they had raised a still greater alarm, 
the Portuguese had all gone to their churches, thinking that 
the Hollanders were tired and would not make any attack that 
day. But a false alarm changed into a real one, and a 
bastion was speedily occu}Died, where only a monk was on 
guard with a few soldiers ; and notwithstanding that this 
monk did great mischief by firing with the cannon on the 
Hollanders, the bastion was occupied before assistance came 
foom the church, the result being that they were obliged to 
agree to surrender the city to the Hollanders. They were only 
fifty or somewhat more in number, to wit, of men capable 
of bearing arms, who were all sent to Coutchyn and Goa. 
And so Colombo was ceded to the Hollanders.®^ 


NOTES BY THE TRANSLATOB. 

^ On the Hog stone f see Baldseus, Malabar ende Choromandel^ p. 169 ; 
Mandelso’s Travels into the Indies^ translated by John Davies, second 
edition, p. 124 ; 8lr Thomas Herbert's Travels^ in Harris’s Yoyages, 11., 
p. 407 ; and Tavernier's Travels^ in Harris's Yoyages, II., p. 375. 
Among the gifts sent by the Dutch to the son of the King of Kandy 
in 1665 was a hogstone. (See Baldseus, Ceylon, chapter XXIY.) 

^ Since this was written, Dr. W. G. Yan Doidi has, in a paper read 
before the Ceylon Branch of the British Medical Association, given 
an account of the contents of the volume, with translations of parts. 
The greater portion of his paper is printed in the Ceylon Medical 
Journal, YoL L, No, 4. 
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3 See on this drink Hobson- Jobson^ s.v. ^ Beer, Country and Journal 
•of the Ceylon Branch Eoyal Asiatic Society 1867-70, p. 150. 

* Malluanen = Malw^na. In Eibeiro’s curious map of Ceylon (see 
Tennent’s Ceylon, 11*., p. 5 nJ) this place is entered as ‘ Malvana,’ and 
Eibeiro gives the foUowing description of it (Bk. I., chap. 12) ; — 

Malvana was situated on the bank of the river, about three leagues 
from Colombo ; moreover, it covers a small area, with a square redoubt, 
without any flank. In it resided a Captain, Ensign, and Sergeant, and 
the soldiers who went there from the hospital became convalescent 
and returned to their camps. It had a church, a chaplain, a storehouse 
for provisions, and ammunition.” To this Le G-rand adds : — “ Malwana 
never was reckoned a fortress ; it is only a country seat at which the 
Captains-General usually resided : they had a handsome palace there 
called Rosa-pani ; and as the air was believed to be purer there than 
anywhere else in the whole land, those who were convalescent were 
sent there to recover their strength.” The Oaptains-General of 
Colombo, according to Eibeiro, assumed the title of ^ King of Malwana.’ 
In 1736 a detachment of troops, 82 strong, sent by the Dutch to put 
down a revolt among the Chaliyas of the Siyan<§ korale, was driven 
from Attanagalla by a large body of low-country Sinhalese and 
Kandyans, with a loss of two field-pieces beside ammunition and 
baggage, and forced to retire to Malwana. The small fort that had 
been thrown np here was, however, attacked by the Disawa of the 
Four and Seven KdraMs at the head of some thousands of men, and 
was utterly demolished, the guard of lascoreens perishing in the flames. 
This act gave rise to a formal war between the Butch and the Kandy- 
ans. In 1881, when the last census was taken, Malwana contained 
63 houses and 342 persons. JSTo traces of the fortifications now exist^ 
I believe. 

’* Sombrero (Port, simibreiro) and hlpi^ersol (Port, quita-sol) = 

^ umbrella^ or ‘sunshade.’ See Hobson- Jobson^ s. v. ‘Sombrero’ and 
‘ KittysoL’ 

® diminutive of ‘tambourine.’ Of. Port. 

‘ a kettle-drum ’ (Yieyra). Valentijn has Hamlllnjerosj tahlin- 
Jeros, tammelijnspelers.’ See Skeat’s Etymological Dictionary, s. v. 

‘ Tabour, Tabor.’ 

^ Massals, Heydt (1744) says: — “......they were in charge of a 

distillery, or Bchachereyy as they are accustomed to call it there, and many 
Europeans went there to drink, and were in the habit of refreshing 
themselves with a Ifasac Gloria^ Gorl^ or a good bottle of fresh Sury 
or palm-wine.” Saar {Ost-Ind. Funfzehen-Jdhrige Kriegs-Dienstj 1652, 
chap. 4) describes the process of making this drink. Christopher 
Laughans also, in his Neue Ost-Indlsche Reise^ 1705, p. 200, describes 
the various drinks indulged in at Batavia, and says : — “ First they 
pour into warm Tea- water or Hizpj put some sugar therein, 

and this the boatmen call Gloria^ or Children’s Tea-water. They also 
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make Kletzkletz in the following way : viz., they pour some Y’ea-water 
into a bowl, put a handful of sugar Candy therein, and beat it up with 
•a split rattan, until it has dissolved, during which stirring eight or ten 
eggs are beaten up therein, and when it has all been thoroughly beaten 
up, as much Araclc is poured into it according to the strength desired, 
then a little Muscat-wii [nutmeg] is grated over it, and this is drunk 
instead of a warm wine. In the same manner also Masmch is made, 
only that instead of the Tea-water Sury is taken. He also describes 
Brornbrom^ Pontz^ or Surepontz (see Hobson- Jobson^ s. v. * Punch ’), 
sugar-beer and Cras-bier (see Hobson- Jobson^ s. v. ‘ Beer Country 
® Surie == sura, ‘ toddy.’ See Hobson-Jobson, s. v. ^ Sura.’ 

® Klapper— Malay Jcaldpa, ‘cocoanut,’ the latter being probably 
from Skt. hapdla by metathesis. 

Lanterloo, ‘ an old game at cards ’ (Calisch). “A game mentioned 
in Games Most in Use, 12mo., n. d. The game of loo is still termed lant 
in the North ” (Halliwell). 

Prauw == Malay prdhu, boat. Cf. Sinhalese pdru{)t)a). See 
Hobson- Jobson, s. v. ‘ Prow, Parao,’ 

Alhatief^ — Yule’s Hobson- Jobson, s. v. 'Alcatif,’ says : “ This 
word for ^ a carpet ’ was much used in India in the sixteenth century, 
<and is treated by some travellers as an Indian word. It is not, 
however, of Indian origin, but is an Arabic word (katif, * a carpet with 
long pile ’) introduced into Portugal through the Moors,” 

YAc Pas — Pass N^kalagam, or Grandpass. The reception hall 
referred to occupied one corner of the square in which Wolfendahl 
church stood. See Percival and Oordiner. 

There is a blank here in the original manuscript. The editor 
queries ^ vaantgens,’ bannerols or bandroUs. 

The * Beknopte Historic van de Yoornaamste Gebeurtnissen op 
Oeilon,’ compiled in 1760 in Colombo, in the office of the Political 
Secretary, and published at Leyden in 1862 by Mr. P. A. Leupe, thus 
refers to this event : — “In the month of December of the same year, 
1687, tidings were received that His Candian Maj. Raja Singa Rajoe 
had expired ; whereupon it was resolved to go into mourning until the 
•envoys, who had come to Colombo to make known the succession to the 
throne of a new King (namely, the young Prince Mahastane'), should 
have put it offi. The said envoys conducted themselves as if they 
knew nothing of the old King’s death ; which hypocrisy was repaid 
them in the very same coin. However, the Gannebandaar begged H. 
Ex. the Governor privately not to grieve over the old King’s death.” 

Zeduahen = Situwaka. 

Roeenelle = Euwanweila. 

Anguellen — Hapwella. 

Matualen == Mutwal. 
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Tonies = ‘ dugouts’ (‘ dhonies’). See Hobson- Jobson^ s. v. ^ Doney^ 
Dliony.’ 

Cbite — Kotte (Cotta). 

Eibeiro gives the following account of the extraction of this 
oil “ In the Island is also made oil, and wax of cinnamon, but 
though many people might find employment in this work, which is of 
much estimation and value throughout the whole world, I knew only 
three families who engaged in it. Taking the bruised fruit of the 
cinnamon, they placed it in caldrons with sufB.cient water, applying a 
strong fire for the space of three hours, when they removed it from 
the heat ; and when it was quite cold they took from the surface a 
cake like very white tallow, and on the surface of the water were 
f oi'med ‘ eyes ’ as of oil, which were removed with a feather, and 
dropping them into a bottle, set in sand and exposed to the sun, where 
the moisture was expelled, and when it was purified they placed it in a 
large bottle, and in a short time acquired a quantity that sold for a 
high price. This is the oil so highly prized throughout the whole 
world, of service in many infirmities. The tallow which they got 
they called wax, and sent ib to India : it is also medicinal for varions 
infirmities . Of it they made tapers, two or four of which were placed on 
the thrones at festivals, and exhaled such odoriferous smell, that the 
church apjjcared to be the facsimile of heaven. None of us distilled the 
water, not knowing bow to manage it, for we were all remiss ; the 
Hollanders did not lose this opportunity, but were able to extract large 
quantities easily, for the cinnamon is at hand, with all its sap and 
spirits, taken from the tree ; it is MgHy prized now in Europe, 
whither much is sent, the result being a large profit.’’ (Bk. I., 
chap. XXL) See also Valentijn, Ceylon^ p. 51. 

Le Grand says (Lee’s Eibeyro, p. 48) : — “ Dm'ing the last 
century there also fell into decadence the famous town of Cotta, 
which had been for many years the capital of the emperor of that 
name. The town was in the middle of a lake : a causeway, very long 
and narrow, led to it. Colombo was built of its ruins.” 

Qie ^ 61a. — Hobson- J obson says (s. v, ‘ OUah’ ) ; — In older books 
the term ola generally means a native letter.” 

Ormvel — Gurubfiwila : in Eibeiro’s map called ^ Grubebe ’ ; in 
de risle’s map in Le Grand’s Eibeyro ‘ Grouably ’ ; in Yalentijn ^ Gour- 
bevile,’ Goerbevele,’ and ‘ Goerbeville’ ; in Herport ^ HorrenwebeL’ 

‘King’s apples.’ According to Lee (Eibeyro, p. 68 n.), ‘the 
large mandarin orange,’ Of this fruit Eibeiro says “ Above all 
[fruits] that the Island possesses, is the King’s orange, and it seems 
to me that if there was the earthly Paradise, with these alone could 
our first father have been tempted ; for in all the world there cannot 
be a more excellent apple.” 

2? I need hardly say that neither of these statements lias the 
slightest foundation in fact. 
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28 This sentence is printed so. It will be seen that the author 
repeats it further on and completes it, 

28 Goalen = G-aUe. 

88 Of course the writer meant “ Trincquenemaley ” (Trincomalee). 

81 Areek = ‘ arecanuts/ the trade in which was jealously monopo- 
lised by the Dutch. Eibeiro says (Bk. I., chap. III.) : — There are 
sent every year from the kingdom of Cotta no less than a thousand 
champanas (which are like smacks of forty tons burden) of areca. 
This article has a large consumption throughout the whole of India.’' 
In Le Grand’s translation of Ribeiro this statement assumes the 
following form : — “ From the kingdom of Cotta alone they export 
yearly more than a thousand boatloads, of sixty tons each, of a certam 
sand, which has a great sale throughout all India. ” To this Lee puts 
the following note : — “ I cannot discover what this sand is — no article 
of export of the kind is found now.” Tennent, in commenting on this, 
says : — “ But as Le Grand made his tz’anslation from the Portuguese 
manuscript of the author, it is probable that by a clerical error the word 
arena may have been substituted for areca, the restoration of which 
solves the mystery.” Here Tennent commits another error, for area 
(modem areia), and not arena, is the Portuguese word for ‘ sand.’ 
Moreover, I doubt if the manuscript from which Le Grand made his 
translation was the author’s original, for this, published in Lisbon in 
1836, by the Royal Academy of Sciences, reads areca; but a manuscript 
in my possession, formerly in the library of the late Dr. Burnell, reads 
area, and I think it probable that this is the manuscript which was used 
by Le Grand, It is curious that Le Grand did not detect the error, 
for in his addition fco the chapter in question he describes the areca, 
and mentions the fact of its large export from Ceylon. 

82 Valentijn mentions this horse, and the “Beknopte Historie” 
states that the Governor ordered from Persia and sent to the Kandyan 
king “ a lion, horses, tigers, and falcons,” (See for further particulars 
Tennent, II., p. 48 n.^) 

88 The “Beknopte Historie” says : — “ the chief Secretary of 

State, in the month of May of the same year, arrived by water very 
suddeidy and without any previous notice, being accompanied by a 
large suite and extraordinary pomp ; delivering his message after the 
usual superstitious ceremonials, namely, that the young Prince was 
ere long to be appointed and proclaimed Emperor, whereupon hurrahs 
on behalf of the Company immediately followed, and three discharges 
of muskets and thirty-one cannon shots were fired in token of satisfac- 
tion, As speedily as this Envoy had come, even such haste did he make 
to depart, for he left the selfsame evening.” Then foUow details of 
the matters discussed by the Governor and the Envoy during this 
hurried visit. 

^ The “ Beknopte Historie ” says Meanwhile the Envoy 
Alebos, who had been sent, returned from Candia^ without having been 

83—88 F 
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able to bring about any of the preliminaries regarding the negotiations 
of peace, or to obtain the release of the rest of the Netherlander s and 
other prisoners. But in the month of J line of the same year appeared 
in Colombo the Dewekare Mahamohotiaar with nine captive Hollanders, 
making known the King’s investiture as Emperor, as also that H. M. 
had granted absolute permission and qualification that the Hon. the 
Com, might peel cinnamon everywhere in the upper corles, on con- 
dition that the King should always be informed beforehand when the 
Chialias were to go into the jungle. The aforesaid investiture of the 
King was thereupon celebrated by the Hollanders solemnly and ostenta- 
tiously, everyone, black and white, shouting ‘ Long live the King ! ’ 
being the ordinary exclamations of sovereignty and submission. Shortly 
after this it was resolved that the Envoy formerly sent, Alehos, should 
go as Ambassador a second time to congratulate the young Monarch and 
present him with the gifts on behalf of the Comp. ,* while at the 
same time he was given ample instructions and authority to treat for 
peace, conformably with the draft contract drawn up, the contents of 
which were as follows : ” — and then follow the provisions. 

“ Aldea, s. a village ; also a villa. Port, from the Ar. ah(Iai'aj 
a farm or villa. ” (Hohson-Johson.) 

So printed : but apparently a lapsus peunm of the writer’s for 
Fiji. At this time Laurens Pil, junior, was Grovernor of Coromandel. 
(See Valentijn, Choromandel^ p. 16.) 

We learn from the “ Beknopte Historic ” that the Secretary 
Alebos returned to Colombo in September, 1688, having been unsuccess- 
ful in his mission. EuH details are given of his negotiations with the 
Kandyan monarch, who finally gave him his conge, stating that he 
wished to have direct communication with the Governor himself. It 
is also stated that after the return of Alebos an ^ bla ’ was received 
from the Kandyan court, written by order of the King, detailing his 
various grievances and returning the draft contract brought by Alebos 
for the Governor’s own perusal and opinion. It is further recorded 
that at the end of the year two ‘ bias ’ were brought from Kandy by 
some chiefs, one of these ‘ bias ’ stating that the King was coming to 
the low country to confer with the Governor ; and the other that his 
Majesty demanded, besides the opening of the ports, the cession to him 
of all the ‘ Pagodas ’ situated near the sea, that the Sinhalese might 
enjoy freedom of religion. To the first ‘ bla’ reply was made, that, as 
a Governor could not leave his place unless another of higher or equal 
rank were sent, he must, in order not to go contrary to the orders of 
his superiors, forego the pleasure of receiving and speaking with his 
Majesty. With respect to the second ‘ bla,’ answer was sent that 
delay and patience were asked for, until their Excellencies’ orders were 
given. It is also stated that in the following year (1689) a very 
offensive letter was received from the Kandyan court, to which a very 
strong reply was sent. Yalentijn’s account of the events of this period 
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is very brief : it is as follows : — Anno 1684 to 1685, two other envoys 
were sent by Heer Pyl to Candi, of whom we have already spoken 
■somewhat. They were two Sergeants, Micliiel Pam and Lamsweerde^ 
who went thither, with the promise when they returned that they 
should obtain an Ensignship. I saw them both after their return 
thence, Anno 1686, and spoke with them, as I have said elsewhere, but 
have not mentioned that Baja Bing a was then still alive, and was quite 
86 or 87 years old. Anno 1685 came Heer Henrik Adriaan van Plmde^ 
Lord of Drakesteyn and of Meydrecht, Commissary-General, here as 
Gommissary, the only one (so far as I know) who was ever here ; but 
what his Excellency did here is unknown to me. Atfer that 
EajaSinga lived until 12th Dec., 1687, and was then succeeded by his 
son Mahastane^ under the name of Fimala Ddfma Boeria Maharaja 
(as was written to me from India, but under the name of Wimele 
Bohan Boeri^ as appears from a memorial of the Governor Bimon) 
whom Baja Bing a before his death had very earnestly recommended to 
live at peace with us, as he also had very strictly done. When the 
latter became Emperor, he was very superstitious, relying in everything 
mostly on his priests.” 

Basaart == ^ bazaar.’ See below, note 42, and for various spel- 
lings see Hobson- Jobson^ s. v, 

Mistiches^ i.e. half-castes ; Port. mestigOy a mixling. See Hobson-^ 
Jobson, s. V. ^ Mustees, Mestiz.’ 

Toepa>sses^ i.c., persons with some European blood in them. On 
the origin of the word see Hobson- Jobson^ s. v. ^ Topaz, Topass.’ 

“ Cayman ” is of course an American word, but seems to have been 
used generally by the Dutch in the East in former days. See Hobson- 
Jobson, s. V. 

Passer bazaar ’ 1 (See note 38.) 

‘*3 That is, for Batavia. 

That is, on his voyage back to Holland. 

Kaphoh ===== ‘cabook.’ Hohson-Johson says : — <‘The word is per- 
haps the Portuguese cahouco or cavouco, ‘ a quarry.’ ” This seems very 
probable, and it is likely that the blocks of laterite were called by 
the Portuguese pedras de eavouco^ ‘ quarry stones,’ and by a process 
familiar in English the last word after a time came to be retained as 
the name of the material. Heydt (1744) calls the substance ^ Capoekr 
stones.’ 

46 ‘ tank.’ On the uncertain origin of this word, so familiar 

to aU residents in India and Ceylon, see Hobson- Jobson, s. v. 

Qaalen = Galle. (See note 26.) 

48 In original negrye = ‘ niggery.’ 

4» Mousson ^ ^ monsoon.’ On the history of this word see Hobson- 
Jobson, s. V. 

p 2 
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“ 111 original “ deself de ” : but surely an error for de sesde ” (‘ the 
sixth.’). 

Baldseus (1672) gives a couple of plans of Colombo, — one as it was 
when the Dutch took it from the Portuguese, and the other as it was 
after the conquerors had improved it and built stronger fortifications. 
A comparison of the latter plan with Dr. Daalmans’ description 
shows that, at the time the latter visited Colombo, the “ old town 
was little altered, the twelve squares or cubes of houses being shown 
in the plan, with the churchyard in the centre ; but the interior of 
the “ castle ” had undergone considerable change, only four blocks of 
buildings and the church being shown in the plan, Wouter Schouten 
(1676) has only a very brief description of Colombo, but gives a 
curious, and apparently somewhat fanciful, view of the town and harbour 
from the sea. Yalentijn (1726) does not, unfortunately, give a plan 
of Colombo, but only six plates showing the Grovernor’s house, garden, 
&c. However, he has a pretty fair description of the fort and the old 
town. Heydt, in his AUerneuester G-eographisch and Topogra- 
phischer Schau-Platz von Africa and Ost-Indien” (1744), gives 
two views of Colombo as it appeared from the sea, from sketches 
taken in 1734 and 1735, and a somewhat detailed description of the 
place. With the plans, sketches, and descriptions mentioned above 
may be compared the description and plan given by Capt. Percival 
in his work on Ceylon (1805). Other descriptions of Colombo in the 
Dutch times will be found in Saar (1662), Langhans (1705), and 
Eschelskroon (1781). Descriptions of Colombo under the Portuguese 
will be found in Caspar Correa (156-), who gives an account of the 
erection of the first , fortress and factory in 1518, illustrated by a 
curious drawing ; Barretto de Eesende (1646), who illustrates his 
aescription by a brilliantly coloured and most valuable plan (Sloane 
MS. 197, in the British Museum) ; and Bibeiro (1685) ; the plan 
given by Le Grand in his French translation being, however, very 
poor and not agreeing with Ribeiro’s description. 

Javanese ^ an enclosure.’ 

The fullest details of the events here briefly narrated are given 
by BaldsBus, Ribeiro, and Saar. It will be noticed that Dr. Daalmans 
confirms the character given to Major van der Laan by the Portuguese 
writer whose interesting narrative is translated in Baldseus (I quote 

from the English translation in Churchill's Yoyages) : — “ Major 

Van der Laan (a mortal enemy of the PortugueseSj and a zealous 
heretic) having received a wound in the cheek, took a most barbarous 
revenge from aU the Portugueses he met with, who were aU massacred 
in the woods (sometimes twenty and thirty together) by his orders 
in cool blood, he having often been heard to say, that if the Portu- 
gueses tuere at his disposal) he loould cut them all off at one stroheP 
So that the marginal note of the English translator, “ This must be 
look’d upon as a Calumny,” was hardly justified. 
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NOTES ON CERTAIN JA'TAKAS RELATIVE TO 
THE SCULPTURES RECENTLY DISCOVERED 
IN NORTHERN INDIA. 

By L. be Zoysa, MudaliyAr. 


[A Paper bearing tbe above title was read before a General Meeting 
of the Society on November 2, 1874, At a Committee Meeting held 
on Eebruary 1, 1875; it was resolved ‘‘that another number of the 
Journal; including the translations of the Jatakas referred to in 
General Cunningham’s report of his recent discoveries; be published 
at the earliest possible date.” No Journal however, was, issued until 
1879 : meanwhile several Papers (including the above*) which had 
been read before General Meetings were lost sight of, and have 
never been printed. Recently, among the miscellaneous papers left 
by the late Maha Mudaliyar Louis Be Zoysa, was found the following 
“ Supplementary Note ” on the sculptures at Bharhut. This Note 
does not seem to have been read before the Society, but may well find 
a place in the Journal even after the lapse of years. An “Appendix” 
of correspondence, &c., bearing on the subject has been added. — B., 
Hon, 8ec.] 

H N connection with the paper I had the honourto read 
at the General Meeting of the Society held on 
— — November 2, 1874, on some of the sculptures re- 

presenting Jatakas of Buddha recently discovered by Major- 
General Cunningham, Director-General of the Archaeological 
Survey of India, at Bbnrhut [Appendix A, B], I have the 
pleasure to submit a Note on some other sculptures found at 
the same place, and on which there is an exceedingly 
interesting correspondence in the Academy^ which Professor 


* B, g,, “ Text aud translatiou of a rock inscription at P^piliyaija,” hy 
L. Be Zoysa, Mudaliyi,r (Read June 3, 1873) ; “ Translation from the 
Famiya-gyanas JdtaJia^^^ by L. Be Zoysa, Mudaliydr (Read September 25, 
1873) ; “ On a snake found in the Southern Province, supposed to be new 
to Oeylon,” by W. Ferguson, Esq. (Read November 2, 1874). 
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Childers had the kindness to send me, and in which he 
himself has taken the most prominent part. The other 
geijitlemen who have taken part in the discussion are 
Professor Max Muller, Mr. James Pergusson, and the Rev. 
Samuel Beal [Appendix C]. 

In the Academy of November 21 last [1874] Professor Max 
Muller introduced the subject to public attention. In the 
Academy of November 28 Professor Childers proposed 
emendations of some of the readings of General Cunnings 
ham. In that of December 5 is a further contribution from 
Professor Childers, adducing a most important and interesting 
extract from Buddhaghosa’s Atthahatlid on “ Pansiya-]oanaS'- 
Jatalca^'* confirmatory of the emendations he has proposed, and 
one from Mr. Beal expressing his views. In the Academy 
of December 12 there is another letter on the subject from 
^Professor Childers, and one from Mr. James Fergusson, 
giving utterance to his views on some of the points at issue. 

One of the most interesting of these legends is thus noticed 
by General Cunningham in his Memorandum on his dis- 
covery, published in the Proceedings of the Bengal Asiatic 
Society for May, 1874, p. 115 [Appendix B] : — 

“A second bas-relief represents a Naga chief kneeling 
before the B6dhi tree, attended by a number of Naga followers. 
This scene is named Erapdto Ndga Rdjd Bhagavatd 
vandate^ that is, ^ JE’rapdtra^ the Ndga Raja, worships 
Buddha.^ ” 

With reference to the above legend Professor Childers 
remarks : — This rendering is quite inadmissible, first, 
because Bliagavato is a genitive, while vandate governs an 
accusative ; and, secondly, because the Bo tree which the 
Naga king is worshipping can by no possibility be called 
Bhagavaty which is the usual designation of a Buddha. All 
becomes easy if we supply the word which has doubt- 

less either become effaced, or escaped General Cunningham’s 
notice, and read Bhagavato Bodkin vandate^ '^worships. 
Buddha’s B6 tree.’ I have before me a photograph of this 
bas-relief. It is executed with great spirit, and is of singular 
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interest, as it gives ns wliat is probably a faitbfnl representa- 
tion of tbe famous tree at Bnddbagaya, an off-shoot of 
which still flourishes in Ceylon,” 

It appears from the correspondence published in the 
Academy that the reading proposed by Mr. Childers has 
been controverted by Messrs, Beal and Fergusson, and on 
other than grammatical grounds. The former contends that 
the worship of the Naga Eaja was directed to Buddha and 
not to the tree, and the latter says : — 

I am afraid the materials do not yet exist in this country 
for any satisfactory discussion regarding General Cunning- 
ham’s wonderful discoveries at Bharahut. 

“ I feel convinced the Professor must be mistaken in his 
alteration ; in the first place because that part of the inscrip- 
tion which is visible in the photographs (one-half is in 
shadow) is so clear and distinct — the letters so deei^ly and 
sharply cut that it seems inconceivable that one so long 
familiar with this simplest of alphabets could have made 
such a mistake. A more important point, which any one 
looking at the photograph can decide for himself, is that the 
tree which E'rapatra is worshipping is not the Bodhi tree of 
the last Buddha at all, but one of a totally different species. 
Fortunately, in the same photograph, there is another bas- 
relief from another pillar, representing a tree which two men 
are worshipping — in a rather eccentric manner, it must be 
confessed, by holding their tongues between their fingers 
and thumbs. Above, flying figures (Gandharvas) are bring- 
ing wreaths as offerings, and below is a perfectly distinct 
inscription, which General Cunningham reads : — ‘ Bhagavato 
Sahamimino BodhV (‘the Bo tree of S5.kya Muni ’). Now it 
requires only a very slight knowledge of botany, and still 
slighter familiarity with the sculptures at Sanchi, to see 
at once, even without the inscription, that this sculpture 
is intended to represent the Peepul tree {Ficus religiosai)^ 
which is, and always was, the B6 tree of the last Buddha, 
and which, or whose lineal descendants, still grows at 
Buddhagaya and Anuradhapura. On the other hand, the 
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tree whicli E'rapatra is -worshipping is a flowery tree of a 
totally distinct species, but for the identification of which 
the photograph is not sufficiently clear. Although, therefore, 
the Professor’s emendation may make the inscription more 
grammatical,— on this I am not competent to express an 
opinion, — it appears to me to haye the insuperable defect that 
it contradicts the facts represented in the bas-relief to which 
it is attached. The General’s interpretation, on the contrary, 
perfectly accords with them.” 

On the receipt of the copies of the Academy I searched 
for the story of E'rapatra Naga Raja, and was fortunate 
enough to meet with it. I have found it in Buddhaghosa’s 
AttUahatlid on “ Dhammapada,” a work well known in Europe 
from Dr. FausbolFs edition, and Professor Max Miiiler’s 
translation of the text. Dr. Fausboll, however, does not 
give the legend of E'rapatra, although he inserts a few scholia 
from the Commentary explanatory of the verse in which the 
story is founded {vide FausbolFs Dhammapada,” p. 344). 
The moment I read the legend I felt that my esteemed 
friend Professor Childers had committed a mistake, and it 
was with much regret that I found myself opposed to his 
views. I lost no time in communicating to him the sub- 
stance of the legend as found in the ‘‘ Dhammapada ” Attha- 
kathd^ and the grounds on which I felt compelled to differ 
from him. [ApiDendix D, E.] 

The legend distinctly states that E'rapatz’a Naga Raja 
‘‘worshipped Buddha,” and that he (Buddha) was seated 
at the foot of a Sirisa tree when the serpent king 
came to pay him his respects ; and so, I think, there 
can he no doubt that the tree before which the 
Naga Raja was kneeling must be the “Sirisa tree,” at 
the foot of which Buddha sat when receiving the serjDent 
king. 

The legend thus seems to me to remove all the doubts on 
the subject, and to harmonise in a most remarkable manner 
all the discordant elements which, in the absence of the story, 
seemed to surround the legend depicted in the stone. 
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Taking tke legend then as recorded by Bnddhagh6sa for the 
stand-point -whence to view the question, there seems to be 
justification for saying that General Cunningham is wrong in 
supposing that the tree before which the Naga Kaja was kneel- 
ing was the Bodhi tree of Buddha, although he is correct in 
translating the legend: “E'rapatra the Naga Raja worships 
Buddha,” — that Prof essor Childers is wrong in supposing that 
the Serpent King worshipped the Bo tree, — that Mr. Fergusson 
is singularly sagacious and correct in his belief that the tree 
which the Naga Raja worshipped was not the Bodhi tree of the 
last Buddha, but a tree of a totally distinct species, although 
wrong in supposing that “ Bliagavat is used here to 
mean only the holy or sacred thing or person, a deity 
or numen,” — and that Mr. Beal is correct in his supposition 
that the Naga Raja’s worship was directed to Buddha, 
and not to the tree. 

The grammatical objections raised by Professor Childers 
still remain, but I am inclined to think they can be 
explained. 

Bliagavatd is both genitive and dative, and I think in this 
connection it may be taken as the dative. There is a legend 
given by General Cunningham which runs thus : — ^^Ajdta- 
mta BJiagavato vandate'‘^ (‘‘Ajatasata woi’ships Buddha ”). 
Bhagavato is certainly in the dative case here, and is governed 
by worships”). In Sinhalese, which Professor 

Childers has so recently and so ably proved to be an 
Aryan dialect derived from Pali, vandinaiod^ the equivalent 
to vandate^ usually governs the dative. We say ^^Budunta 
vcindinawa'*'' (‘Ho worship Buddha”). 

There is also a rule in Pali grammar which seems to have 
some bearing on this point, to the effect that namo (“ honour,” 
‘‘reverence,” “salutation”) governs the dative. The rule 
occurs in Kachchayana. It is as follows : — 

“ Namo yogddisvapica (Chatutthi),” “ Namo, ‘ re- 

verence,’ ‘ salutation,’ governs the dative, as : — ” 

I have also found one instance at least in which the verb 
nama (equivalent to vandate) governs the dative. 
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The following line occurs in one of the stanzas in tho 
Jataka Patha,” a work which presents many irregularities in 
Pali grammar: ^^Name namantassa Ihaje VliajantanP (“I 
salute him who salutes me, I serve him who serves me ”). 

I am also enabled to propose a material emendation to the 
reading of another important legend. I allude to the legend 
regarding the acquisition and presentation of the Jetavana 
monastery. It is as follows : — Jetavana Anddhapediho deti 
Mti santhatena hetd^’' which General Cunningham has trans- 
lated, ^‘Anathapedika buys the Jetavana for certain 
hotis of money,” This translation, though verbally inaccurate, 
is substantially correct. But Professor Max Miiller throws 
doubts on the correctness of the reading, contending that ‘‘At 
present this interpretation must be considered as hypothetical 
only.” 

Professor Childers has, however, most satisfactorily 
removed all doubts on the interpretation of this legend by 
citing a most important passage from Buddhaghosa’s Com- 
mentary on the Jatakas, and proposes to read and translate it 
as follows : — 

^^Jetdvanan Anddhapedik6 deti koti santhatena ketdP 
“Anudhapindiko presents Jetavana, havingbecomeitspurchaser 
for a layer of kdtiH'' This is the reading which I myself, 
and I believe others in Ceylon, naturally adopted when the 
Proceedings of the Bengal Asiatic Society containing an 
account of the General’s discoveries first reached us. 

Mr. Childers remarked in the Academy of December 12 
last : — “It would be interesting to meet with the original and 
detailed account of the purchase, but at present I confess I 
do not know where to look for it. It is, however, in one of 
the early books of the Tripitakas, and if so, we shall meet 
with it sooner or later.” This induced me to request 
the learned High Priest, of Adam’s Peak to find out for me 
the account referred to in any of the books of the Tripitaka,. 
and heat once referred me to “Chfila Vagga,” one of the books 
of the “ Vinaya Pitaka,” where I was glad to finddt. It is sub- 
stantially the same as the account given by Spence Hardy in 
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his “ Manual of Buddhism/’ and which has enabled General 
Cunningham to illustrate this particular legend so well ; but 
it is fuller, more interesting, and of course more authentic 
and authoritative, than the account taken at second hand 
from the Sinhalese books. 

In speaking of the purchase of the J etavana garden, the 
expression ^^hbti santliaran santhardpesV occurs in the 
“ Chula Yagga. ” I referred to Samanta Pdsddihd^ Buddha- 
ghosa’s Commentary on the “ Yinaya Pitaka,” to see if there 
was any explanation of these words in that work, and to my 
surprise I found the words explained in a different sense from 
that in which Professor Childers, and, indeed, some very able 
Pali scholars in Ceylon^ had understood. The expression “ Iwti 
santharan santhardpesi ” is thus explained by Buddhaghosa : 
“ Icahdpana Tcotiyd hotim patpd detivd ” laying the haJid- 
panas the extremity of one touching the extremity of the 
other ”). 

I have also found in the Atthakatlid the following 
interesting passage : — 

Ye tattharukkdwdpohhharaniyo wd tesanparikkliepappa- 
mdnan gahetwd aMasamin thane santhdritwd addsi, Eva- 
massa atthdrasakoUyan eka7} nidhdnan parikkliayai} aga- 
masL 

C£)®\e53^a t3o6<S'^3 

©0®fias3 qp<S3d'ea@\^38coo ©ssjo ^© 3^0 <^c2d®3S. 

Were there trees and tanks there (in the garden) ; he gave 
the money measuring the space occupied by them, spreading 
the same in another place. So, a hoard of wealth contain- 
ing 18 kSii (180,000,000) was expended (on the acquisition 
of the property).” 

It is therefore clear that the expression “ koti santharan^^^ 
or ‘‘ koti santhatan^' must be rendered by border of coin 
touching the other,” and not by kdti of money,” as supposed 
by General Cunningham and Professor Childers. 

I have not had the opportunity of seeing photographs 
of these inscriptions, but should the copy of this parti- 
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< 3 ular inscription admit of it, I ‘would propose to read it 
^^Jetavana Andthapidiho (Pindiho) deti hoti-santhata^ 
hitanP ^‘Andthapindiko presents Jetavana bonglit by Kdti- 
santha”). The only alteration I propose is to read “ hitai^ ’’ 
as the participle, instead of heid,^^ There appears so much 
confusion in the vowel symbols i and e in inscriptions, and 
the language appears to differ from the modern grammatical 
Pali, that I think I may be pardoned for suggesting this 
alteration. 

There is another legend which has not been noticed 
either by Professor Max Muller or Professor Childers, on 
which I would offer a remark. It is thus given by General 
Cunningham : — 

“ Sudhamma Reva SaWia BJiagavatd Ghudd Malm. The 
words Reva Sahha, I take to mean the assembly or synod 
which was presided over by the famous Buddhist priest 
Revato, just 100 years after the death of Buddha, or in B.C. 
378.” 

I have, of course, not seen the photographic copy of the in- 
scription, but from the close resemblance of d and r in the old 
Lat alphabet, I should have little hesitation in reading it 
Svdhamu Devasahlid^^^ Sudhammd the council of gods,” 
the well-known council of Sakko (Indra) [Appendix P]. 


APPENDIX. 


A, 

Camp, March 27, 1874. 

Bear Sir, — I have lately had the good luck to find another great 
tope of the age of As6ka, with a sculptured stone railing, which is of 
the highest interest for the history of Buddhism as well as for the 
history of India. 

Amongst the sculptures there are nearly twenty of the B uddhis t 
legends known as Jdtalcas” with their titles written over them in 
characters of Asoka’s oge. It is certain, therefore, that the Buddhist 
legends are as old as the age of Asoka. Unfortunately I have no 
means of illustrating the stories of these legends, as I know of no 
book that gives any account of them. Spence Hardy gives a few 
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Jtokas, of whicli I Nave found two in the semi-Greek bas-reliefs of 
the Yasufzai sculptures. But these are not older than the beginning of 
the Christian era. 

Under these circumstances, I turn to the Asiatic Society of Ceylon 
to assist me, if possible, in illustrating some of these curious legends. 
The names of those of -which I am most in want are the following ; — 

Hansa Jataka ” (Story of Bird with Peacock’s Tail), “ Kinara Jataka ” 
(Kinaras dressed in leaves), “Miga Jataka” (Antlered deer, not 
Antelopes) Maghadeviam Jataka”? (the Princess Maghadevi), 
“Majhakiyan Jataka,” “Bhisaharaniya Jataka,” “Latuwa Jataka” 
(Story of Bmd and Elephant), “ Yiturapansaka Jataka.” 

If there are any published accounts of J£takas I shall be most happy 
to purchase them through^ any Colombo bookseller, or I shall be glad 
to pay for any abridged, or fxzll, account of the above Jatakas if any 
P^i scholar can be found to translate them for me. 

I am very anxious about these Jatakas, as their value is very great on 
account of their undoubted age, for the sculptured representations 
show that aU the legends here pictured must have been in existence 
hefore the time of Asdlm. 

Besides the legends there are other bas-reliefs of historical subjects, 
such as one of Aj^tasaton, who is labelled overhead There 

is also a curious scene giving the names of Rama^ Janalca Bdja^ and Sita 
Devi^ with their names written over them. 

The above meagre account will be sufficient to show the great value 
of the sculptures which I have discovered ; and I trust that the impor- 
tance of the subject will be my best excuse for asking the Asiatic 
Society of Ceylon to assist me in procuring any written accounts of the 
Buddhist Jatakas which may have been published, or which may be 
procurable. 

I am, <S:o., 

A. Gitnningham, 

Major-General, 

Director-General of AxchsBological Survey of India. 

Eev. E. Ealknek, 

Honorary Secretary, Ceylon Asiatic Society. 


B. 

Memorandum on the Operations op the ARCH^OLoqycAL 
Survey por Season 1873-74, 

By Major-General A. Cunningham, R.E., 

(Proceedings, Bengal A, S,, May, 1874,jpa^<?s/^8-116.J 


But the most interesting remains are at BMrahut, six miles to the 
north-east of Uchaharai, nine miles to the ^uth-east of the Sutna 
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BailTOJ station, and 120 miles to the south-west of Allahabad. In our 
maps the place is called Bharaod^ and I believe that it may be identified 
with the Bardaotis of Ptolemy. It is the site of an old city, which 
only sixty years ago was covered with a dense jungle. In the midst of 
this jungle stood a large brick stupa, 68 ft. in diameter, surrounded 
by a stone railing 88 ft. in diameter and 9 ft, in height. The 
whole of the stupa has been carried away to build the houses of the 
present village ; but rather more than half of the stone railing still 
remains, although it has been prostrated by the weight of the rubbish 
thrown against it when the stupa was excavated. When I first sa-w 
the place only three of the railing pillars near the eastern gate were 
visible above the ground, but a shallow excavation soon brought 
to light some pillars of the south gate, from which I obtained the 
measurement of one quadrant of the circle. I was thus able to 
determine the diameter of the enclosure, the whole of which was 
afterwards excavated, partly by myself and partly by my assistant 
Mr. Beglar. In many places the accumulation of rubbish rose to eight 
feet in height, and as the stone pillars were lying flat underneath this 
heap, the amount of excavation was necessarily rather great ; but the 
whole work did not occupy more than six weeks, and all that now exists 
of this fine railing is now exposed to view* 

This colonnade of the Bharahut stupa is of the same age and style 
as that of the great S^nchi stupa near Bhilsa. But the S^nchi railing 
is quite plain, while the Bharahut railing is profusely sculptured, — 
every pillar and every rail, as well as the whole coping, being sculptured 
on both faces, with an inscription on nearly every stone. Prom the 
characters of these inscriptions, as in the similar case of the SAnchi 
stupa, the erection of the railing must be assigned to the age of As6ka, 
or about B.C. 260. 

The inscriptions are mostly records of the gifts of pillars and rails, 
like those of the Sanchi and other stupas. But there is also a 
considerable number of descriptive records, or placards, placed either 
above or below many of the sculptures. These last are extremely 
valuable, as they will enable us to identify nearly all the prin- 
cipal figures and scenes that are represented in these ancient 
bas-reliefs. 

A^mongst the numerous sculptures at Bharahut there are no naked 
figureV as at Sl^nchi and at Mathura, but all are well clad, and especially 
the woirwjn, whose heads are generally covered with richly-figured 
cloths, whicfi may he either muslins, or perhaps brocades or shawls. 
Most of the figtures, both male and female, are also profusely adorned 
with gold and joi^olled ornaments, in many of which one of the most 
significant Buddhist \§ymbols plays a prominent part. The earrings are 
mostly of one curious'^^assive pattern, which is common to both men 
and women, The or elephant goad, was also a- favourite 
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ornament, wMcli is placed at intervals in tlie long necklaces of 
ladies. 

At each of the four entrances the corner pillars bore statues, each 41- 
feet in height, of Yahshas and Yahsliinis and of Ndga Ecijas^ to whom 
the guardianship of the gates was entrusted. Thus at the northern 
gate there are two male figures and one female, which are respectively 
labelled Ajalcdlaha YahhOj Kicpiro Yakho^ and Chadd Yaklii^ that is, 
the Yakshas named Ajahdlaha and Kupira and the Yakshini Chanda, 
Other Yakshas are named Simloma^ Virudahay and Gangito, and a 
second Yakshini is labelled YaJckini Sudasana, On two other pillars 
there are male figures, each with a hood canopy of five snakes’ heads, 
and each labelled Ndga Edja, These have their arms crossed upon 
their breasts in an attitude of devotion, appropriate to their appearance 
on a Buddhist building. On two middle pillars there are two female 
statues respectively labelled CliuMloha Devatd and Sirimd Devatdy 
whom I take to be goddesses. 

Amongst the scenes represented there are upwards of a dozen of the 
Buddhist legends called JdtalcaSy all of which relate to the former 
births of Buddha. Luckily these also have their appropriate inscrip- 
tions, or descriptive labels, without which I am afraid that their 
identification would hardly have been possible. Amongst these J dtahas 
are the following : — 

(1.) — Hansa Jataha^ or “ Goose-birth,” of which the only portion 
now remaining below the inscription is the expanded tail of a peacock, 
which must therefore have played some part in the story. 

(2.) — Kinara Jdtaha. The Kinaras were a kind of demi-god. 
Here two of them, male and female, are represented with human 
heads and clad in leaves, standing before some human personage who 
is seated. The assignment of horses’ heads to the Kinaras must there- 
fore belong to a later date. 

(3.) — Miga Jdtaha^ or the well known legend of the “Deer,” in 
Sanskrit Mriga, I call it a deer and not an antelope, as is generally 
understood, because all the animals in this bas-relief are represented 
with antlers. The king of Kasi is seen aiming an ai'row at the King 
of the Deer (Buddha). 

(4.) — Maghd Deviya JdtahaT}y or “Magha Devi birth,” I know 
nothing of this story. 

(5.) — Yava Majhaldyari Jdtaha'^. This title means literally the 
“ mean or average amount of food,” which was attained by daily 
increasing the quantity with the waxing moon and decreasing it with 
the waning moon. I know nothing of the story, but the bas-redief 
shows a king seated with baskets of grain (?) before him, each bearing 
a stamp or medallion of a human head. To the left some men are 
bringing other baskets. Barley {yava) would appear to have been the 
principal food in those days. ' 

(6 ) — Bhisaharaniya JatakcL A rislii (or sage) is seated in front of 
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his hut, with a man and woman standing before him, and a monkey 
seated on the ground, who is energetically addressing the sage* * 

(7.) — Latuwa JdtaJcan. — The “ Latuwa>bird-birth.” — This legend ap- 
parently refers to some story of a bird and an elephant, of which I 
heard a curious version in Kashmir in 1839. In the bas-relief there is 
a bee stinging the eye and a bird pecking the head of an elephant, with 
a frog croaking close by, while the elephant is treading on a nest of 
young birds. To the right the same (or a similar) bird is sitting on 
the branch of a tree over an elephant who is running away with his 
tail between his legs. Kear the top the hind half of an elephant is 
seen rushing down some rocks. In my Kashmiri version an elephant 
while feeding throws down a nest of young birds into a stream, where 
they are all downed. The parent bird seeks the aid of the bees and 
mosquitoes, who attack the elephant with their stings, and having half 
blinded him he rushes ofE towards the stream, and plunging headlong 
down the rocks is drowned. The fable seems intended to show the 
power of combination. There can be no doubt that the two legends 
are substantially the same ; and it seems probable that we may find 
other Buddhist Jdtalcas still preserved in modern legends after the lapse 
of more than 2,000 years. Perhaps this particular legend maybe 
found in the Pmcha Tantra. 

(8.) — Vitura ]}unahaya Jdtahan. — I know nothing of this story. 
Vitura may perhaps be a mistake for Vithurd^ “ a thief.” 

Of illustrations of the life of Buddha during his last appearance 
there are some good examples- The earliest of these is a medallion 
containing M4y^’s dream of the white elephant, which is superscribed 
Bhagavatd UJcdantL A second scene belongs to the reign of Ajdta 
Satru, king of Magadha, in the eighth year of whose reign Buddha 
attained Nirvana. This is labelled Ajdtasata Bhagavatd vandate. 

Some of the well known assemblies of the Buddhists would also 
appear to be represented, of which one is called the Jatila Sahha^ 
of which I know nothing, A second belongs, I think, to a later 
period of Buddhist history, about midway between the death of 


* Bhisa hmimiya Jdtaha. The name of this Jataka is not found 
amongst the 550 Jatakas of Ceylon, and I feel doubtful as to its meaning. 
There are five actors in the scene: a Kishi, or male ascetic, a female ascetic, 
a layman, an elephant, and a monkey. The Rishi and the monkey are both 
seated and are both speaking* The female ascetic, whose right shoulder 
is bare, is addressing the Rishi, and the layman is making an offering of 
lotus stalks ; behind the Rishi is his hut. It seems probable that the 
presentation of our lotus stalks has been the origin of the tale of the 
Jataka, as IMsa, is one of themames for “ lotus,” and haraniya means either 
bringing,” or seizing,” or “ stealing.” The meaning of the name may, 
therefore, be simply the Lotus Offering Jataka.” — ^L. de Z. 
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Buddha and the reign of Asdka, This sculpture represents a large 
assembly and is duly labelled — 

SudJiamma Ueva Sabha BJiagavato Chudk Mahd, — The words Reva 
SahJia 1 take to mean the assembly or synod which was presided orer 
by the famous Buddhist Priest Eevato just 100 years after the death 
of Buddha, or in B.c. 378. 

But the Bharahut sculptures are not confined to the legends and 
events connected with the career of Buddha, as there is at least one 
bas-relief which illustrates a famous scene in the life of Edma. In this 
sculpture there are only three figures, of which one seated to the left is 
holding out an ari'ow towards a male and female who stand before 
him — the latter being behind the other. These figures are labelled 
respectively Rdvia (the rest lost, but most probably Chandra)^ Janaha 
Raja, and Sitala Devi, I believe that this is by far the earliest notice 
that we possess of the great solar hero Eama and his wife. 

I look upon the discovery of these curious sculptures as one of the 
most valuable acquisitions that has yet been made to our knowledge 
of ancient India. From them we can learn what was the dress of all 
classes of the people of India during the reign of Asoka, or about 
three quarters of a century after the death of Alexander the Great. We 
can see the queen of India decked out in all her finery, with a flowered 
shawl or muslin sheet over her head, with massive earrings and elaborate 
necklaces, and a petticoat reaching to the midleg, which is secured round 
the waist by a zone of seven strings, as well as by a broad and highly 
ornamented belt. 

Here we can see the soldier with short curly hair, clad in a long 
jacket or tunic, which is tied at the waist, and a dhoti reaching below 
the knees, with long boots ornamented with tassels in front just like 
Hessians, and armed with a straight broad sword, of which the scabbard 
is three inches wide. 

Here also we may see the standard-bearer on horseback, with a 
human-headed bird surmounting the pole. Here, too, we can seet he 
king mounted on an elephant escorting a casket of relics. The curious 
horse-trappings and elephant-housings of the time are given with full 
and elaborate detail. 

Everywhere we may see the peculiar Buddhist symbol which crowns 
the great stupa at S4nchi used as a favourite ornament. It forms the 
drop of an earring, the clasp of a necklace, the support of a lamp, the 
crest of the royal standard, and the decoration of the lady’s broad belt 
and of the soldier’s scabbard. 

There are also houses of many kinds, and several temples, one of 
which is labelled Vijayata pdsdde, or the “ Temple of Yictory.” There 
are animals of several kinds, as elephants, horses, deer, cows, and 
monkeys, and a single specimen of a real tapir. There are numerous 
crocodiles and fishes, and in one sculpture there is a very large fish, 
which is represented swallowing two boat-loads of men. There is also 

83—88 G 
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a great variety of flo-wers, and several kinds of fruits, amongst wiiich 
the mango is very happily treated. 

But perhaps the most curious of the Bharahut sculptures are a few 
scenes of broad humour, with elephants and monkeys as the only 
characters. In two of these an elephant has been captured by a band of 
monkeys, who have fastened a billet of wood along the inside of his 
trunk so as to prevent him from moving it. Eopes are fastened to 
his neck and body, the ends of which are pulled by monkeys, who are 
walking and dancing in triumphal procession to the sound of shells and 
cymbals played by other monkeys. The spirit of these scenes is very 
droll. A third scene represents the monkeys holding a giant by the 
nose with a pair of pincers, to which is fastened a rope dragged by an 
elephant. The action and attitudes of the monkeys are very good. 
The intention of all these designs is exceedingly spirited, but the 
execution is coarse and weak. 

In the short inscriptions on the railing of the Bharahut stupa, I 
find the names of the following places : Sugana, or Srughna ; Vedisa^ or 
Bhilsa ; Pdtali^utra^ or Patna ; KosamU, or Kosam ; Nandinagarika^ 
or N’ander ; and Ndsika, or Ndsik ; besides a number of unknown places, 
of which Asitamasd is most probably some town on the river Tamasd 
or Tamas^ the Tons of our maps. 

From these inscriptions also I have learned the names of several parts 
of the Buddhist gateways and railings, one of which is a new word, or 
at least a new form of word, not to be found in the dictionaries. 

On the top of Zdl Fahdr^ or the Red Hill,” which overhangs Bhara- 
hut, I obtained a rock inscription of one of the great KalacTmn Rajas, 
Hara Sinha Deva, dated in Samvat (Sake) 909. Altogether Mr. Beglar * 
and I have collected about twenty inscriptions of the KalacJiuris^ who 
took the titles of Chedindra and Chedinarendra^ or ’^^Lord of Ghedi,” 
and called the era which they used the CJiedi Samvat and the Kala- 
churi Samvat 

I have also got an inscription of the great Ohalukya Raja, Tribhu- 
vana Malla, who began to reign in a.d. 1076, and reigned 51 years. 
The inscription is dated in Sake 1008, or a.d.^1086, and the place of 
its discovery, Sitabaldi, confirms the account of his having conducted 
an expedition across the Harbada. 

o 

Bharahut 

A further examination of the inscriptions, and the receipt of Mr. 
Beglar’s report of the completion of the excavations, have made several 
very valuable additions to my account of the Bharahut sculptures, of 
which I will now give a brief description. 

A bas-relief, labelled with the name of Pasenajita^ shows the well- 
known Ring of Kosala in a chariot drawn by four horses proceeding to 
pay his respects to the Buddhist Wheel symbol, which is appropriately 
named Bkagavato dhamma chakam. 
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A second bas-relief represents a Mga chief kneeling before the 
Eodhi tree, attended by a number of N^ga followers. This scene is 
named Erapdto Ndgo. Raja BJiagavato vandate, that is, “ Erapatra, the 
Mga Raja, worships Buddha.” 

The following Jdtakas have also been found by Mr. Beglar : 

(1) Uda Jdtaha^ (2) Senchlia Jdtaha^ (3) Birila (read Birdla) Jdtaha 
— (or) Kuhuta Jdtaha^ (4) Isimiho Jdtaka^ (5) Ndga Jdtaha, and 
-(6) ChTiadantiya Jdtaha, 

A single bas-relief gives a party of female dancers attended by 
female musicians. The attitudes are the same as at the present day ; 
but the four female dancers are intended for A^mras, as they are 
separately labelled, — Alamhusa AcJihard, Siibhada Achhard, Badu- 
mdnati Achhard, and Muahosi Achhard, 

There are also representations of five separate Bodhi trees of as 
many different Buddhas, which are distinctly labelled as follows : — 

(1) . — Bhagavato Vijgasino Bodhi, that is, the tree of Vipasyin or 
Vipaswi, the first of the seven Buddhas. 

(2) . — Bhagavato Kahusadhasa Bodhi, 

(3) . — Bhagavato Konagamani Bodhi, 

(4) . — Bhagavato Kasapasa Bodhi. 

(5) . — Bhagavato Sahamimino Bodhi, 

These last are the four well known Buddhas named Krahuchhanda, 
Kondgamani, Kdsyapa, and Sdhyarmni, 

But by far the most interesting of all Mr. Beglar’s discoveries is a 
bas-relief representing the famous Jetavana monastery at Sr^vasti. 
The scene is labelled Jetavana Anddhapediho dati hoti santhatena hetd, 
which I take to mean that Andthapedika buys (Jcetd) the Jetavana 
for certain hotis of money.” To the left, there is a building labelled 
Kosambihuti, a name which has already appeared in my Srivasti 
inscription. A second building near the top is labelled Gadhahuti or 
Gandhahuti, In the foreground there is a cart which has just been 
unladen, with the pole and yoke tilted upwards, and the buUocks at 
one side. The story of the purchase of Prince J eta’s garden by 
An^thapindika for eighteen hotis of masiiram is told in Spence Hardy’s 
“ Manual of Buddhism.” According to the legend. Prince Jeta, not 
wishing to sell the garden, said that he would not part with it for a 
less sum than would pave the whole area when the pieces of money 
’(masuram) were laid out touching each other. This offer was at once 
accepted by Anathapindika, and accordingly the court-yard is repre- 
sented covered with ornamented squares, which touch each other like 
the squares of a chess board, but do not break bond as a regular pave- 
ment of stones or tiles would do. For this reason I take the squares 
to represent the square pieces of old Indian money. Beside the curt 
there are two figures with pieces in their hands. These I suppose to be 
Anithapindika himself and a friend counting out the money. In the 
middle of the court are two other figures also with square pieces in 

q2 
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their hands. These I suppose to be the purchaser’s servants, who are 
laying dawn the coins touching each other. To the left are several 
persons of rank looking on, whom I take to be Prince Jeta and his 
friends. The whole scene is very curious ; and when we remember 
that the bas-relief is as old as the time of Asoka, it does not seem too 
rash to conclude that we have before us a rude representation of the 
buildings of the famous Jetavana which were" erected by Anitha- 
pindika during the lifetime of Buddha. 

One of the new inscriptions discovered by Mr. Beglar is also interest- 
ing, as we get the name of a king who must have been a contemporary 
of Asoka, This record is as follows : — “ (G-ift) of the Prince Yadha 
P£a, son of Baja Dhanabhuti.” 

A. Cunningham, Major-General, 
Director-General of Archseological Survey of India. 


C. 

Genbbal Cunningham’s Discovebies at Bhabhut.* 

We called attention some time ago {Academy , August 1) to the 
important discoveries lately made by General Cunningham, the Director 
of the Archeological Survey in India. They were dwelt on by 
Mr. Grant DufE in his address before the Archeological Section of the' 
International Congress of Orientalists, and excited the keenest interest 
among foreign scholars 'who were then present. Unfortunately, no 
sketches or photographs of the ruins of Bharhut had been sent from 
India in time for the Congress. General Cunningham, however, has 
now returned to Bharhut (this is his own spelling of the name), and 
is at present engaged in taking photographic copies of all that is 
important among the ruins of the old Buddhist Stiipa. Some of them 
have been received, and convey an idea of the real state in which the^ 
sculptures and the inscriptions are found. On the pillar which 
contains the scene of the Jetavana garden being bought by Ajidtha'- 
pincZaka by covering the ground with pieces of gold, we see indeed 
something that may be construed as representing that famous event ; 
hut it is doubtful whether, without the inscription underneath, anyone, 
even if he possessed the learning and sagacity of Mr. Beal, could have 
guessed its real meaning. The inscription, of which there is both a 
small photograph and a rubbing on paper, is likewise* not quite clear. 
In the centre some of the letters are injured, and as it now stands it 
is difficult to discover the exact grammatical construction. It reads: — 
‘^^etavana anSdha (tha) pedi ko da (?) ti ko ^i sam thatena ket^ (to).” 

The letter read in may be meant for “if/i,” but 

i^pedilco ” cannot be made to stand for ^^^indLaTca ” or pindada^'^' nor 
can stand for ‘bought.’ “Samthata” might he the- 


Academy, Ko remher 21, 1874, pp. 570-1. 
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Sanskrit samstrita/’ “ spreading out.” As tke number of inscriptions 
seems considerable, tbey may in time throw light on each other, and 
enable us to form a more exact idea of the PMi dialect in which they 
are written. At present, the interpretation must be considered as 
hypothetical only. 

G-eneral Cunningham is fully aware how much depends on fixing a 
date for these ruins. The style of the architecture, the character of 
the sculptures, the shape of the letters, all would seem to point to an 
■early date, to a date anterior to our era ; but the less positiye archae- 
ologists are in fixing dates on such evidence, the better for the free 
progress of scientific inquiry. G-eneral Cunningham’s chief argument 
in favour of ascribing the original building to the age of Asoka, is derived 
from an inscription engraved on one of the pillars of the east gateway. 
It reads as follows : — 

“Suganam ra^e rayna g%iputasa visadevasa potena gatiputasa 
agara^^asa putena vjl7i;Mpute?2a dhanabhfitina karita??i torana??i siMka?^ 2 - 
mata 7ja upam?za.” 

Babu Bajendra Lai Mittra, whom General Cunningham consulted, 
explained it : — 

In the kingdom of Sugana (Srughna) this Toran, with its orna- 
mental stone work and plinth, was caused to be made by King 
Dhanabhuti, son of YaMi and Agard^a, son of Gati, and grandson of 
Visa, son of G%i.” 

A comparison with the original shows that the translation cannot be 
accepted, and General Cunningham has therefore proposed the 
following : — 

“In the kingdom of Sugana, this Toran (ornamental arch), with its 
carved stone work and plinth, was caused to be made by Y^y!£j7iiputra’s 
pupil, B%a Dhanabhfiti, the son of Gatiputra’s pupil, Agarlya, and the 
grandson of G%iputra’s pupil, Yisva Deva.” 

General Cunningham points out that two of these names, Gatiputra 
and YaMiputra had already appeared in the Bliilsa inscriptions, and 
he holds that Gigiputra, Gatiputra, and Ya/^Zdputra are the names of 
Buddhist teachers, and that the kings named in the inscription are 
their spiritual pupils. He then argues, that in the Bhilsa records the 
two names of Gatiputra and YdA;Mputra hold the same relative position 
chronologically which they do in the Bharhut inscription ; that 
Ya^7iiputra is said to be the pupil of Gatiputra, and that consequently 
Aga B4ya and Ya7j?iiputra were fellow-pupils. He thinks it was due 
to this connection, that Aga Baya selected Yafe/dputra as the teacher 
of his own son Dhanabhiiti. Lastly, as the famous Mogaliputra was 
likewise a pupil of Gatiputra (see Bhilsa Toj)es, plate xxix. Ko. 9), and 
^s he was seventy-two years of age at the meeting of A^soka’s Synod 
..242 B.O., Genei^ Cunningham concludes that his fellow-pupils 
Y&Tj^iputra and Aga Bdya must have flourished towards the end of 
Bindus^ra’s reign, or about 270 B.C., while Dhanabhiiti, the pupil of 
YdMiputra, cannot be placed later than 240 b.c. 
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This argument is certainly ingenious; but it rests on an explanation 
of the names Gdgiputra, Gdtfputra, and Ta/^Aiputra, which can hardly 
be accepted. The custom of taking the mother’s name was common 
in the early ages of Buddhism. King A^atasatrn is called Yaidehi- 
putra, meaning either the “son of Yeidehi ” or “the son of a Yaideha 
woman.” In the genealogies of the Ya^urveda the same system pre- 
vails. The name of G^grfputra which is mentioned there, is probably 
the same as the Buddhist name Gagiputra. It would be impossible to 
suppose that king A^itasatru was called Yaidehiputra, because this was 
his teacher’s name ; and the same difficulty will be felt by most 
scholars with regard to King Bhanabhuti Ya/cAiputra, King Agardpa 
Gatiputra, and King Yisadeva Gdgiputra. 

Another argument in favour of the early date of the Bharhut ruins 
advanced by General Cunningham is of great value. About three, 
years ago, he says, a small hoard of silver coins was found in a field 
near Jwalamukhi, which comprised five coins of the native princes 
Amoghabhuti, Bara Gosha, and.Yamika, along with some thirty speci- 
mens of the Bliilopator com of ApoUodatus. There were no other coins 
in the hoard, and as the coins of ApoUodatus, as weU as those of the- 
native princes, were aU quite fresh and new, the whole must have 
been buried during the reign of ApoUodatus, or not later than 150 b.c. 
The Indian characters on the coins of the native princes have aU got 
heads, or matrdSj added to them, while several of them have assumed 
considerable modification in their forms, more particularly the “m,’^ 
“gh,” which have become angular on the Goins. But these letters are 
invariably round in aU the Bharhut inscriptions, exactly like those of 
the known Asoka records. The absolute identity, therefore, of the 
forms of the Bharhut characters with those of the Asoka period is a. 
very strong proof that they must belong to the same age. 

With regard to king Amogha, General Cunningham adds that the 
name which Mr. Thomas reads Krananda, and which he tried to 
identify with Xandrames, is ready Kuninda. The inscription reads : — 

“Ea^na Kunindasa Amoghabliutisa Maharayasa,” Ku?iinda being 
the name of a people. The same custom of giving the national name 
prevails in the M^dhyamika coins, two specimens of which were given 
by Prinsep, but upside down. The legend is : — 

“ Ma^himikdya sibipanapadasa “ coin of the Ma^himik^ya of the 
county of jSibi.” 

jSibi is the scene of the Yessantara G^taka, situated in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chetiya, and if Chetiya was Yidisa or BhUsa, /Sibi would 
be Ujavi or Chitor, the very place where Prinsep’s two coins were 
found, and where General Cunningham discovered eight more of the 
same type. According to him, Sibi would be the true original of 
Siw^ik^, which among the early Mohammedans included aU the 
hiUy country to the south of Belhi. Equally important are numerous, 
coins (several hundreds) of the M£avdna, another people mentioned 
in the Mahdbhdrata. Their legends are written in various characters. 
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from tlie time of Asoka to the age of the G-uptas, or perhaps even 
later. These ethnic coins, General Cunningham remarks, and especi- 
ally those of the Ma^himikaya, are the highest triumph of Indian 
numismatics. 

Max Mullee. 


The Bhaehut Sghlptukes.^ 

38, Olanricarde Gardens, November 23, 1874. 

I AM glad that Dr. Max Miiller has drawn attention to the text of 
the Bharhut inscriptions, and I think it is clear that in some instances 
General Cunningham’s readings require revision. Thus at page 111 of 
the Proceedings we have a Yaksha whose name is read as “ Suviloma,” a 
word which occurs neither in Sanskrit nor in Vkli ; but if we alter it to 
“ Suchiloma,” we obtain aproper name weU known in Sanskrit literature, 
and which, moreover, belongs to a Yaksha mentioned in the Buddhist 
scriptures. In Sir M. Coomara Swamy’s newly-published SuUa Nipdta^ 
an important contribution to Buddhist literature, wiH be found 
(p. 75) the translation of a sutra which takes its name from the Yaksha 
Suchiloma, to whom, in answer to a question, Gautama Buddha recites 
three religious verses. Though it is not so stated, we may fairly con- 
clude that the Yaksha became a convert to Buddhism, and thus 
obtained a niche in the Bharhut temple of fame. 

Again, at page 115, General Cunningham reads an inscription as Era- 
pdto ndgardja Bhagavato vandate^ and translates it “Erap^tra the Naga 
R^ja worships Buddha.” This rendering is quite inadmissible, first 
because Bhagavato is a genitive, while mndate governs an accusative ; 
and secondly, because the B6 tree which the N^ga king is worshipping 
can by no possibility be called “ Bhagavat,” which is the usual designation 
of a Buddha. All becomes easy if we supply the word lodhim, which 
has doubtless either become effaced or escaped General Cunningham’s 
notice, and read Bhagavato hodhim vandate^ “ worships the Buddha’s 
Bo tree.” I have before me a photograph of this bas-relief.^ It is 
executed with great spirit, and is of singular interest, as it gives us 
what is probably a faithful representation of the famous tree at 
Buddhagaya, an off-shoot of which still flourishes in Ceylon. 

I must say that I do not share Dr, Max Miiller’s scepticism with 
regard to the important Jetavana inscription. With two or three 
trifling emendations it reads as follows ; — JMavaTunn Ariathapixidilco 
dett hotisanthatena hetd. “ An£thapindika presents Jetavana, having 
become its purchaser for a layer of kofis.” I have not the photograph 
before me, hut I suppose it represents both scenes, the purchase of the 
ground and the gift of the monastery. The only serious dfficulty of 
the inscription is the presence of the letter e in the second word. But 


Academy, November 28, 1874, p. 686. 
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it is clear that in these inscriptions the symbols for e and i are not 
sufEciently distinguished, since G-eneral Cunningham in each case 
reads vandate (which is neither Sanskrit nor Pali) for vandati ; and at 
page 113 he has Vijayata for Yejayanta^ the well-known palace of the 
Buddhist archangel Sakka. He also reads Kupiro (Kuhiro) for 
Kubero. I therefore feel little hesitation in Bmending-pedii^o to 
-pldiho. The missing n is easily restored when we observe how fre- 
quently, in the case of a conjunct consonant, one letter of the group 
is made to do duty for both — e,g.j Kasapa for Kassapa, Yejayata for 
Vejayanta, Kakusadha for Kakusandha. Ketd is the correct Pdli form 
of the Sanskrit hreta^ “purchaser.” Santhata (sa??^stnta) occurs 
pretty frequently in Pdli with the meaning “strewn”, “spread,” and 
there is no reason why the neuter should not be used as a synonym of 
santhara (samstara). The latter word is often used in the sense of 
“ layer,” “stratum” (see, for instance, “Mah^vapsa,” p. lQ9,pliaUMsan- 
tharay “a layer of quartz stones”). Koiisantliatena Jcetd would then 
mean purchaser for a layer of koiis,” and this exactly tallies with the 
Buddhist narrative, which states that An^thapi?7^^ika spread the whole 
area of the garden with a layer of coins, amounting to 18 ko^is, which 
he handed over to Jeta as the purchase-money (Spence Hardy’s 
of “Manual Buddhism,” p. 219). KoU in P^i is sometimes used 
absolutely for a large sum of money (ten million kahdpawas). 

It is impossible to read General Cunningham’s most interesting 
account of these sculptures without a sigh of regret that they should 
be so far beyond the reach of our inspection. I hear of a proposal to 
remove them from Bharhut. The scheme carries with it a certain 
aroma of vandalism (fancy carting away Stonehenge !) ; but if it 
should be carried out, is it too much to hope that the sculptures may 
find their way to the India Office, instead of being consigned to the 
peaceful oblivion of an Indian museum ? 

E. C. Childers. 


The Bharhut Scitlptxtres.^^ 

38, Glanricarde Gardens, W., Dec. 1, 1874. 

Through the kindness of Dr. Max Mliiler, I have now seen a photo- 
graph of the J^tavana bas-relief, and a rubbing of the inscription. I 
admit at once that the emendation I proposed last week of pi for pe 
in the name Andthapediko cannot be sustained. The letter is as clear 
as possible, and isjjc and nothing else.! My other emendations, how- 


* Academy, Becember 5, 1874, p. 612. 

1 1 take this opportunity of correcting an inadvertence in my last letter : 
the form vandate is correct Sanskrit, though in Pali we only have vandati. 
The dialect of these inscriptions is certainly not pure P^li, though at first 
sight it appeairs to he so. 
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•ever, are fully justified, tlie d of -peddho is, as it should be, the lingual 
.fZ, and the word read by General Cunningham dati is almost certainly 
detL The letters are about an inch in height, and the inscription, 
which is wonderfully preserved, reads : — 

“ J etavana Anddhapediko deti koZisanthatena keta.” 

There are no traces of an anusvAra at the end of Jetavana^ but it has 
probably become effaced. I now pass to the bas-relief itself. My 
anticipation that the purchase of the garden and the gift of the 
monastery were both represented proves to be perfectly correct, the 
picture forming a medallion into which the two scenes are crowded 
(somewhat to the detriment of perspective) in a way not uncommon in 
Hindu art. On the right two men are literally paving the garden with 
little square blocks, up to the roots of the sandal trees, which Spence 
Hardy expressly states were left standing when the common trees had 
been cleared away (see “ Manual of Buddhism,” p. 218). At the bottom 
of the picture is a buHock cart piled high with the same blocks, which 
a man is unloading, apparently tilting up the cart for the purpose. 
The two bullocks are unyoked, and are lying down by the side of the 
cart. On the left is the monastery, with a crowd of monks standing 
near it, while conspicuous in the centre of the medallion stands 
AnithapmcZika, holding the water of donation (^dalckTimodaha) in a 
vessel of the exact shape of the “cruche,” which all who have visited 
the south of France are familiar with. In front of him is a figure 
which I believe to be intended for Gautama Buddha, his right hand 
extended to receive the water of donation. Lastly, in the background, 
we have a representation of Buddha's house at J^tavana, with its name 
GandJiakuti, “ chamber of perfumes,” inscribed above it. 

I had long been anxious to find the PAli version of the story of 
Anathapi^^^?ika, in order to ascertain whether its language bears out 
that of the Bharhut inscription. It occured to me this morning that 
the story might be found in Buddhaghosa’s Introduction (N'idana) to 
the Buddhist Jdtaka. I at once examined that work,^^ and found, 
to my great delight, not only the story of Ajidthapindika, but the very 
-expression layer of kofis,” which is a crucial one in the inscription. 
The passage is as follows : — 

^^Tasmi??^ samaye ANATHAPIiVDIKO gahapati...JETAYANALAf 
KO'yiSANTH ARENA aZ^harasahirannakofihi HliVITVA navakam- 
maw^ paZihapesi. So maj jhe Dasabalassa GANDHAKU TIM kAresi.” 

Which means, “At that time the householder Anathapi^cZika, having 
purchased the garden of J eta for a layer of koZis, for eighteen kofis of 
.gold, began to build (lit, set on foot the new works). In the midst he 
built Buddha’s paviHon.” I ‘have placed in capitals the words which 
this passage has in common with the inscription, and it will be seen 


Sent to me some time ago by Mr. Fausb&ll. 



196 


JOUENAIi, E.A.S. (OETLON). [Voii. 

that every word of the inscription is found in the passage except detiy 
which, however, occurs further on. The words santhatena and 
santMrena are exact synonyms, and “having purchased,’* 

corresponds to Jcetdj “purchaser.” The text distinctly states that 
Buddha’s house was on the Jetavana grounds, and sure enough there 
it is in the bas-relief. 

After a brief enumeration of the monastic buildings erected by 
Andthapi 7 z<fika at Jetavana, the narrative proceeds to describe the 
triumphal progress of Gautama from Rijagaha to Sltvatthi, and the 
pomp with which the wealthy Se#hi went forth to meet him. Then 
we read : — 

“ Bhagavi ima??^ updsakaparisam purato katva mah^bhikkhusangha- 

parivuto Jetavanavihtom pavisi. Atha nam Anathapindiko 

pucchi, kathOiam bhante imasmim vihare paiJipajj^miti ? Tena hi ga- 
hapati ima??^ vihdra??^ dg^tandgatassa bhikkhusanghassa dehiti, S^dhu 
bhante ti mahdseWhi suva?^?^abhink^raw ddaya Dasabalassa hatthe uda- 
kam patetvd, ima??i Jetavanavihd-ram dgat^nagatassa cdtuddisassa, 
Buddhapamukhassa sawghassa dammiti addsi.” 

The Blessed One, preceded by this procession of devout laymen, 
and followed by a great company of monks, entered the monastery of 
J Stavam. Then Anathapi? 2 ^^ika asked him, Lord, how am I to proceed 
in the matter of this monastery? Since you ask me, householder,, 
bestow this monastery upon the Buddhist clergy, present and to come.. 
And the great seWhi, replying ; It is well, lord, took a golden ewer, and 
pouring water upon the Buddha’s hand, made the donation with these 
words, This monastery of Jetavana I give to the clergy present and to 
come, in all parts of the world, with the Buddha at their head,” 

Here we have the only remaining word unaccounted for in the ins- 
cription, for addsi in the text answers to detL And we have no 
difficulty in identifying the “golden ewer” with the vessel which 
An^thapmdika in the picture is holding in his hands. 

I think I have now written enough to show not only that the element 
of uncertainty may be eliminated from this question, but that we owe 
to General Cunningham one of the most imposing archaBological dis- 
coveries of the present century. 

R. 0. Childebs. 


10, Princess Square, Pljunouth, November 30, 1874. 
There is one inscription on the Bharhut sculptures which has not. 
been noticed either by Professor Max Miiller or Professor Childers, 
which deserves attention. 

I allude to one which I read on a photograph before me : “ 

J anaka Raja Sitalidevi.” This inscription is placed over a curious group,, 
which may be detected at once as the “ Janaka Jdtaka,” This J^t^ka- 
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lias been translated by Bigaudet from the Burmese. We have in the 
group : (1) Janaka, (2) Sitali {TMwalee in the Burmese), and (3) the 
arrow-maker. The scene agrees admirably with Bigaudet’s account 
(p. 420, “Legend of the Burmese Buddha,” 2nd ed.), and the singular 
gesture of Janaka as he holds up two fingers of one . hand and one 
finger of the other, as though in doubt whether to leave his wife or 
retain her, is very interesting as showing the way in which these early 
sculptures were made to convey their meaning. The next group on 
the same frieze appears to be a continuation of the subject, but the 
inscription is unfortunately worn away, Above the group in which 
Am^thapindada is represented spreading his money on the site of the 
J^tavana, I read an inscription, “ Chitiya dasila.” Whether this could 
be rendered “ the gift of the site,” Mr. Childers will be able to determine 
better than I can. 

The group in which Elapatra INaga is worshipping Buddha, which is 
also before ine, but without any inscription, agrees with the translation 
of this event which I have made from the Abhinishkramana Siitra^ 
and which will, I hope, shortly be published. I should not presume to 
question Mr. Childers’ textual correction, but I hope he will pardon 
me for differing from him as to the worship which he supposes is being 
paid to the Tree. Not only does the narrative of this event distinctly 
refer the worship to Buddha (Bhagavat), but I think if he examines 
the Sanchi sculptures he will find that they include many instances of 
undoubted worship paid to Buddha while the worshippers are prostrate 
before the (so-called) altar and tree. I am sorry to differ from such 
an authority as Mr. Eergusson on this point, but the more I study 
these groups the more I am convinced that the altar, so called, 
represents the seat or throne (it is developed into a throne at Amravati) 
on which Buddha was seated under the B6 tree when he arrived at 
complete enlightenment, and that the people engaged in worship are 
in fact worshipping Buddha, although not represented by any figure ; 
for we know no figure was made of him for some centuries after the 
rise of his religion. This also bears out the theory of the antiquity of 
the Bharhut and Sanchi sculptures, compared with those at Amravati. 
It also proves (and this is much more valuable in my opinion) that 
the original worship of the Buddhists was a spiritual worship. 

Samuel Beal, 


The Bhakhut Sculptuees.* 

London, December 8, 1874. 

I am afraid the materials do not yet exist in this country for any 


Academy, December 12, 1874, pp. 637-8. 
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satisfactory discussion regarding General Cunningham’s wonderful dis- 
coveries at Bharhut. We must wait for further details, but meanwhile 
it seems so important that erroneous impressions should not be allowed 
to pass unchallenged, that I hope I may be allowed to make a few 
remarks on Professor Childers’ letters in your two last numbers, and 
Mr. Beal’s in your last. 

So much depends on the correctness of General Cunningham’s 
readings, that I am delighted to find Mr. Childers is able to bear such 
distinct testimony to the accuracy of his interpretation of the legend 
attached to the bas-relief representing the acquisition of the Jetavana 
garden. This is an enormous gain to Buddhist literary history, but 
I wish he had taken the opportunity to revise or recall the emendation 
he made in your previous issue on the inscription which the General 
reads as “Eraptea the Mga Rdja worships Buddha (Bhagavat).” 

I feel convinced the Professor must be mistaken in his alteration ; 
in the first place, because that part of the inscription which is visible in 
the photographs (one half is in shadow) is so clear and distinct — the 
letters so deeply and sharply cut, that it seems inconceivable that one 
so long familiar with this simplest of alphabets could have made such 
a mistake. A more important point, which anyone looking at the 
photographs can decide for himself, is that the tree which Eraptea is 
worshipping is not the Bodhi tree of the last Buddha at all, but one of 
a totally different species. Fortunately, in the same photograph, there 
is another bas-relief from another pillar, representing a tree which two 
men are worshipping — ^in a rather eccentric manner, it must be 
confessed, by holding their tongues between their fingers and thumbs. 
Above, flying figures — Gandharvas — ^are bringing wreaths as offerings ; 
and below is a perfectly distinct inscription, which General Cunning- 
ham reads : Bhagavato Saka munino Bodhi ” The B6 tree of 
Sdkya Muni,”) ETow it requires only a very slight knowledge of botany, 
and still sMghter familiarity with the sculptures at S^nchi, to see at 
once, even without the inscription, that this sculpture is intended to 
represent the Pipul tree (Ficus religiosa)^ which is, and always was, the 
Bo tree of the last Buddha, and which, or whose lineal descendants, 
still grows at Buddha Gaya and AnurMhapura. On the other hand, the 
tree which Erapatra is worshipping, is a flowering tree of a totally 
distinct species, but for the identification of which the photograph is 
not sufficiently clear. Although, therefore, the Professor’s emenda- 
tion may make the inscription more grammatical, — on this I am not 
competent to express an opinion, — it appears to ■ me to have the 
insuperable defect that it contradicts the facts represented in the bas- 
relief to which it is attached. The General’s interpretation, on the 
contrary, perfectly accords with them. 

The same facts, if I mistake not, equally dispose of Mr. Beal’s 
theory that the altar in front of these trees represents the seat or 
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tliroiie on which Buddha was seated under the B6 tree when ho 
arrived at complete enlightenment.” 

If Mr, Beal were as familiar with the botany of the S^nchi sculp- 
tures as I unfortunately have been forced to become, he would have 
seen that this altar or throne exists not only in front of the Bo tree 
properly so called, but of four or five other trees of totally distinct 
species, Not to multiply instances unnecessarily, I would refer him to 
the three figures of plate xxv. of “ Tree and Serpent Worship,” or to 
the woodcut on the following page (130) from the contemporary rail at 
Buddha Gaya, all of which are as different as can be, and not acci- 
dentally so, for they are easily recognisable, inter se, when repeated, 
though their botanical names have not yet in all instances been deter- 
mined. Unless, therefore, Sikya Muni sat — ^miraculously — under five 
or six different trees of different species at the moment of enlighten- 
ment, these can hardly represent seats, but must be altars, which 
from their form and position they seem undoubtedly to be.* The 
probability seems to be, that these trees may be the Bo trees of preceding 
Buddhas, but this we shall not know for certain until we get home a 
complete set of the Bharhut sculptures. In the meanwhile, I would 
like to suggest that the term Bhagavat in this inscription does not 
mean “ Buddha.” That epithet was applied to him only after the 
Christian era, when he became personally worshipped. As General 
Cunningham says of the Bharhut sculptures, in a private letter to me, 
echoing the words I had used regarding those of S^nchi, “ it is Bud- 
dhism without Buddha : no representation of him as Buddha appearing 
anywhere.” The word as here used seems to mean only the holy or 
sacred thing or person — a deity or numen. 

As I am writing, perhaps I may be allowed to point out an interest- 
ing feature in the Erapatra bas-relief which has not yet been 
mentioned by anyone, in print at least. At some distance behind 
Erapatra is a second N^ga Edja, similarly distinguished by having a 
five-headed snake on the back of his head, and behind him again their 
two wives, each, as usual with Ndga women, having only one-headed 
snakes behind them* Between the two Bdjas, and occupying the 
central position in the bas-relief, appears the great five-headed Mga 
himself. It is not clear what the second Eija and the women are 
worshipping. They are looking to the front, though their hands are 
joined in the attitude of prayer, and their adoration may be addressed 


* When Mr. Beal reads Mr. Childers’ letter in your last issue, he will he 
aware that he has mistaken a bas-relief representing four men playing at 
draughts, or Puchlsi, for that representing the purchase of the Jetavana 
Monastery. His transliteration of the inscription is, however, correct ; it 
is consequently not to be wondered at that he was pulled with its 
application. 
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to either the tree or the serpent. Be this as it may, no one can, I 
think, look at this bas-relief without perceiving that the tree and the 
serpent are coequal^ and that they are being worshipped by a people 
distinguished by the !Nrdga badge. 

Whenever the details of the Bharhut sculptures are given to the 
public, every one will, I believe, admit that they form the most important 
contribution for the illustration of early Buddhist history and art that 
has been made since James Prinsep, some forty years ago, deciphered 
the L^t alphabet. In the particular department which I took up some 
time ago, nothing could be more gratifying to me than the discovery of 
this Erapatra bas-relief. It forms so complete an epitome of all I 
wrote in my “ Tree and Serpent Worship,” and with the other sculptures 
so completely confirms aU I there said, that so soon as I can get a 
sufficiently good photograph of it, I wiU have it engraved on a second 
frontispiece for my work, and so take leave of the subject. The task 
of carrying the history two centuries further back than my materials 
allowed me to do, and of completing the pictorial illustrations of the 
subject, belongs to the fortunate discoverer of Bharhut. In resigning 
the ta^ to him it is pleasant to think that, though adding so much to 
our previ(KiS stores, the Bharhut sculptures upset nothing that was 
before advan^^^d. Only what were necessarily theories when I wrote 
have now become facts, but without invalidating any of the conclusions 
previously arrived at, or requiiing me to retract anything I then 
advanced. 

Jas. PERaUSSON. 


38, Clanricarde G-ardens, W., December 8, 1874. 

The significance of General Cunninghan’s discovery is not limited 
by its archaeological results. On the contrary, it wiU be the opinion 
of many that its archaeological importance is quite eclipsed by its 
beari^ upon the antiquity of the Buddhist records. At a time when 
scepticism has been carried to the utmost extreme to which it could be 
pushed without becoming positively ludicrous, up rises this second and 
better Moabite Stone from the earth, to place the South Buddhist 
records on a firmer basis than they ever yet occupied. 

The Jataka ITidana, from which I quoted last week, is a summary 
of the Legend of Buddha, written by Buddbaghosha in the fifth 
century a.d., and forming his preface to the 650 J4taka stories. It is 
compiled from older records (Tripiiaka and others) which he frequently 
mentions by name, referring the reader to them for details of some 
event of which he merely gives a brief abstract. In the first passage 
quoted by me last week it wiU be seen that, in his version of the story 
of An^thapiwc^ika, he has but briefly raentioned the purchase of the 
J Havana garden, while he has given details of the building and donation 
of the monastery. It would be interesting to meet with the original 
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and detailed account of the purchase, but at present I confess I do not 
know where to look for it. It is, however, probably in one of the early 
books of the TripiiJaka, and, if so, we shall meet with it sooner or later. 
In the meantime the friends of Buddhism may well rest satisfied with 
having found graven on the rock, 200 years before Christ, the very words 
of those South Buddhist records which a certain set of critics are for 
ever proclaiming to be devoid of antiquity and authenticity. 

B. C. Childers. 


1 >. 

My dear Mr. Childers, Colombo, February 9, 1876, 

I THANK you for kindly sending me the copies of the Academy which 
contain your remarks on the Bharahut inscriptions and sculptures. 
I was greatly interested in reading them. 

In the Academy of November 28 last, No. 134, wifch reference to 
the legend Erajpato Nag a Rcijd Bliagavato vandate which General 
Cunningham translates, Erajmtra the Mga B^ja worships Buddha,” — 
and I think correctly — you say this rendering is quite inadmissible, first 
because Bliagavato is a genitive, while vandate governs an accusative, 
and seconly because the Bo tree which the Naga king is worshipping 
can by no possibility be called Bhagavat, and you propose to read 
Erapato Nag a Rdjd Bliagavato l)odlim vandate* I am sorry I cannot 
agree with you in this opinion. I think that in this legend, 
as well as in the one Ajdtasata Bliagavato vandate (Proceedings 
Bengal A. S,, May, 1874, p. 112), Bliagavato is the in dative case, and 
though vandate according to strict grammar governs the accusative, I 
think in irregular Pali it sometimes governs the dative. At least it is 
so in Sinhalese, which you so recently and so ably found to be an 
Aryan dialect. In Sinhalese we say either Budtm 

vaMinavd, or 0^^003, Budunta vaUdinavd, There is a rule 

somewhat similar to this in Kachchayana, Namo yogddisvapica (Senart’s 
“Kaccayana,” vol. I., p- 340). 

I have found the legend of Erapatta Naga B4ja in the Dhammapada 
Aithahathd (Eausbdll). Mr. Fergusson’s opinion that the tree which 
Erapatra is worshipping is not the Bodhi tree of the last 
Buddha at all, but one of a totally different species, will turn out to 
be perfectly correct. I may be permitted to add that Erapatta is 
not worshipping a tree at aU, but Buddha, as General Cunningham in 
my humble opinion has rightly translated it. The legend as given in 
this Dhamrmpada Aithahathd clearly explains this. Fausboli does 
not give the legend, although he gives some extracts from it (vide 
FausbdH “ Dhammapada,” p. 344, v. 182). 

In the legend it is stated that Erapatta N6ga B^jd met Buddha near 
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the seven Sirisa trees” (satta sirisa rulclchd) as he (Buddha) took his 
seat at the foot of one of them. So the tree in the photograph must be 
a “§irisa” (Sirisha) tree {Mimosa Sirisa) (see Colehrooke’s *^Amara- 
kosha,” second edition, p. 100). This tree is called in Sinhalese 
mahari^ or mdrd. 

I am happy to say I am able to throw some light on the Jetavana 
legend too. On the receipt of the numbers of the Academy you sent 
me I requested Sumapgala, the learned High Priest of Adam's Peak, 
to find out for me the account of the building of the J etavana Monas- 
tery. He at once referred me to CMla Vagga, and I found a very 
f uU and interesting account of the transaction. It is substantially the 
same as given by Spence Hardy, but more rational, and of course more 
authentic than the Sinhalese version which Spence Hardy has extracted. 

L. He Zoysa. 


The Bhabhht Sctjlptubes.^' 

38, Clanricarde Gardens, W., March 25, 1875. 
The principal interpreter to the Ceylon Government, Louis de Zoysa 
Mudaliyar, writes me word that he has found the P^li version of the 
story of the hr%a-king Eraptoa in the commentary on v. 182 of the 
DTiammapada, The beginning and end of the comment is given at page 
344 of PausboU’s “ Hhammapada,” but the story itself is unfortunately 
omitted. The Mudaliyk writes : — 

The legend as given in the commentary clearly explains the sculp- 
ture. Mr. Pergusson’s opinion that the tree which Erapatra is 
worshipping is not the Bo tree of the last Buddha, but one of a totally 
difEerent species, turns out to be perfectly correct. I may be per- 
mitted to add that the Naga king is not worshipping a tree, but 
Buddha — ^the Bhagavat. It is stated in the legend that Buddha went 
to a place called the Seven Sirisa trees (satta sirisa riikhM), and received 
the salutation of the Naga king seated at the foot of one of these 
trees. So that the tree which Erapatra is apparently (though not 
really) worshipping must be a Sirisa tree (Acacia Sirisa) 

We have here a striking confirmation of Mr. Beal's theory that the 
H£ga king is worshipping an imhibU Buddha seated beneath the tree.. 
I cannot forbear quoting the words of his letter in the Academy of 
December 5, 1874, (p. 612) 

The more I study these groups, the more I am convinced 

that the altar, so called, represents the seat or throne on which Buddha 
was seated under the Bd tree when he arrived at complete enlighten- 
ment, and that the people engaged in worship are in fact worshipping: 


Academy j April 3, 1875, p. 351. 
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Buddha, although not represented by any figure ; for we know no 
figure was made of him for some centuries after the rise of his 
religion.” 

As regards the inscription wliich accompanies the bas-relief, I must 
of course abandon the emendation by which I proposed to insert 
Bodhim after Bhagavato, There then remain two alternatives : either 
there is a grammatical error in the inscription, or the word read 
Bhagavato should be BhagavaQi)tam. A rubbing of the inscription 
is a great desideratum. 

E. 0. Childers. 


P. 


The Bharhut Sculptures.''* 

38, Olanricarde G-ardens, April 27, 1875. 

Louis de Zoysa Mudaliy4r has supplied me with two additional cor- 
rections, one of some importance, the other involving an interesting 
point of exegesis. First, the inscription read by General Cunningham 
as Sudhamma Beva Sabha should be read Sudhainmd devasablicu The 
emendation admits of no dispute, because, according to the Buddhist 
texts, the demsaWia, or council hall of the Trayastrinsa angels, is 
named Sudhamma. Thus vanishes the theory of the inscription con- 
taining the name of the patriarch Bevata, who presided over the second 
General Council of Buddhism. Secondly, the curious expression 
7 ^ 03 ^^m?^^Mrenc^doesnotmean‘‘for a layer of ten millions,” but “by 
laying edge to edge.” It is well known to Sanskrit scholars that hoil 
has the two very different meanings of '‘edge” and “ten millions,” 
and it is in the former sense that the word is here used. The original 
and oldest extant version of the story of Jetavana is to be found in 
the Chula Yagga of the Vinaya, a portion of the Buddhist canon ; and 
in his great commentary on the Yinaya, Buddhaghosa explains hofi- 
santhdrena by hotbii hotini patiiMetvd^ “ putting edge to edge,” by 
which is meant that the coins were so close together that their edges 
touched. Of course this correction does not in the slightest degree 
impair the value of the discovery. It is interesting as removing a 
certain tautology from the passage as I at first translated it, and 
adding a new force to the expression, and also as illustrating the 
extreme importance of Buddhaghosa’s commentaries, without which we 
should too often be driven into hopeless conjecture in dealing with the 
oldest Buddhist texts. 

E. C. Childers. 


83—88 


Academy ^ May 1, 1875, pp. 154-5. 
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My dear Mr. Childers, . Colombo, May 11, 1875. 

I have duly received your letter of March 23 last. 

I am sorry to find you have misapprehended the drift of my remark 
as to the Sinhalese verb governing a dative case. I did not 

mean to say that because the verb governs a dative in Sinhalese, that 
therefore it should govern the same case in Sanskrit or Pali, If my 
■words led yon to infer so, it must be only to the imperfect way in 
which I expressed myself in English, and not to Asiatic peculiarity 
in my mind. I simply wished to call to your remembrance the fact, as 
the Sinhalese is supposed to be an Aoryan dialect immediately derived 
from the P^li. 

I had, or rather I thought I had, other grounds (whether they be 
satisfactory or not) to induce me to think that it was possible that in 
old Pali the verb vanda optionally governed the dative, although the 
usage may have afterwards become obsolete. You will recollect that it 
is not only in the Erapatra inscription that the word Bhagamto is 
found after vandate^ but in another inscription at Bharhut, AJatasta 
JBhagavato 'vandatte* 

It also appeared to me that if we regarded Bhagamto as the dative, 
we might account for it by the rule in Kachcbayana, which says the 
verb sitagkati (to praise) governs the dative case — Biiddkassa sitaghasi 
(Senart’s “ Kacc^yana,” ]p. 327, rule 7). 

The verb 0^5^ is defined in the “ Bhatu Patha,” 0^ 

: vanda “ signifies ahhivadkana^ ^ respectful salutation,’ and thuti 
‘ praise.’ ” 

Might we not take vanda in the inscription to mean thuti^ and if so, 
render the inscription into English, ‘‘Erapatra praises (glorifies) 
Buddha ”? 

I fear I am running the risk of being again charged with Asiatic 
peculiarity. I have ventured to offer these remarks simply for your 
consideration. I am too well sensible of my own deficiency, both as an 
English and Pali scholar, to advance these remarks in a spirit of 
dogmatism. 

How will you account for the context of the following sentence in the 
“Sutta lYipata”; Brdhmani vanda TatJidgate 

(vide conclusion of Amagandha Suttan in the “ Sutta Hipata ”) ? 

To my mind it seems that Tathdgate might be 

regarded as the dative case and governed by 0 >£ 5 q vaiida. I must, 
however, be caadid and say that I referred to the Atthalsathd. 

The Commentator explains it thus : 

0<i3D§, making the genitive, although I must confess 

this explanation appears to my mind rather forced and unnaturaL 

L. Be Zoysa. 
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K. 

List op the “ Pansiyapanas JAtaica/’ the 550 Birth Stories 
OP Gtautama Buddha/" 


>S33®. 

2 

4 g:^(^T5£S 

5 

6 <3'<;;0a)^ 

7 

8 03®-^ 

9 

10 9q)0^3^ 

«¥e3^5:^25:)^S©GD<330 0(i)<§^®3- 

11 0<8526)^ 

12 ^@'03C)®CO ... 

13 

14 0o<5'©cs5 

15 ©dj§J3 

16 -£SCC3C3^®C5) ... 

17 03<£)2d 

18 ... 

19 ^C£i30^SD«3S) 

20 ^0O3«a:i 

S00@\C5XD3 S-eS©C33- 

21 2s^di^^(sy ... 

22 ^s^fisjg^d 

23 ©v^a^dl^^co •*. 

24 ^d'<25^ 

25 ... . ... 


J^taka. 

Apannaka 
Vannupatha 
Sdriwdiiija 
Chullasetthi 
Tandulanali 
Dewadhamma 
Katthahdri 
Gramani 
Makhddewa 
SukhawUiari 
Apannakawaggo pathamo. 

Lakkhapa 

Nigrddhamiga 

Khandita 

Vatamiga 

Kliaradija 

Tipallatthamiga 

Maluta 

Matakabhatta 

A^jdchif.abliatta 

Nalapana 

—Silawaggo dutiyo* 

Kuruilgamiga 

Kukkura 

Bbdjdjaniya 

A'jaSfia 

Tittba 


This valuable list bas been compiled by N. Don M. de Zilva 
Wickremasingbe, Assistant Librarian of the Colombo Museum, with 
the assistance of Yeliwitiye Dhammaratana Dnndns5, of the Yidyodaya 
College. In order to make the list complete it was found necessary to 
consult many ola MSS. (both in Sighalese and Burmese characters) 
belonging to Temple libraries in several parts of the Island. Where 
the same names recur in the list it should be noted that each represents 
a different Jdtaka story. — B., Hon, Sec, 

H % 
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J dtaka. 

26 


. .. 

Maliilamukha 

27 


... 

Abhinha 

2S 


... 

Nandiwisala 

29 

«53^<£5 

... 

Kauha 

30 


... 

Munika 


^c3'i©330<s\GDc5D3 -S5i-sS^c3a — KuTuiigawaggo tatiyo. 

31 

-5^030^ 

... 

Kulawaka 

32 



Nachcba 

33 

S5e^®®3<5®32s:> ... 

... 

SammodamS^na 

34 


... 

Machchha 

35 

000-8S) ♦ 


Vattaka 

36 


... 

Sakuna 

37 


... 

Tittira 

38 

Qssi 


Baka 

39 

>255-2^ 

... 

Nanda 

40 

^§d0S33d 

... 

Kbadiraiigara 

-8?0D0ea3®oooo 

-Kuldroakamaggo chatuttM. 

41 

(5'0OC32a5 


Losaka 

42 

zs}(^oos:> 


Kapota 

43 

<3'0d^ 

... 

V61uka 

44 

®saiS3 


Makasa 

45 



Rdhini 

46 

qpdb®gt55^ ... 


A'rdmadusaka 

47 

03dx,-^ 


Varum 

48 

®'0<;;8S3 


Y5dabbha 

49 



Nakkhatta 

50 

C®v®0c) 

.... 

Dummedha 

ffi£36£55o@0®CS)CO3 £3(0S^©®®3- 

-^Atthakdmawaggo pafickamd. 


Cd)@'®D e5-€^€fi3^®'2a3- 

—Patkamo paniidsakd. 

51 

@333600 


Mabasilawa 

52 

§0d^555 ... ' 

... 

Cbulajanaka 

53 

g<^-€6c3o28 ... 

* 4 • 

Punnapafci 

54 

00 

• • • 

Phala 

55 

C^S5^3g0 

... 

Panchayudha 

56 

.855/^^25D;85DS)2q 

... 

KaSchanakkhanda 

57 

0DS3d^ 

... 

Vanarinda 

58 

25D(3\C»30@® 

... 

Tayodhamma 

59 

®'^d039 


Bh^riwdda 

60 

t3S06)c;®-2S^ 

... 

Sabkhadamana 


^sSoi538®iCOC2D0 

^(§\S)o — A'si^sawaggd MaUkS, 

61 

... 

... 

Asdtamanta 

62 


.. . 

Andhabhuta 

63 

zsimsi 

... 

Takka 

64 


•«• 

Durajana 

65 


. . , 

ABabhirati 

66 

§^0^-^ ... 

.... 

Mudulakkhana 
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^£OD0.. 

67 

68 

^69 0e30-@^^§)^ 

70 

@^0@'(SXS)3 fi3SDffl®®3- 

71 Sd-SS 

72 600^30 

73 tQtBoz^d 

74 c5t-85£)6)@© 

■75 @0d 

76 ^tS£.o2Sc& 

77 ©aD3Q8^ 

78 903<3& 

79 q>6w6 

80 CS0(5>C3253 

0(5^0®\3DC5D3 C|(g)®\®3. 

81 ^d)03^ 

82 

83 ssiO(^ssi^^ ... 

84 ^^^53S530ad 

85 :^oC3iS30 

86 a00@oC3 

87 ®a)!S)0 

88 S33d©KJ 

89 ^^2S> 

90 <^^£3D.j23^'Sg ... 

^^£338S)^0®^<S3GS33 d:5©@\©3. 


J^taka. 
Uclichhaiiga 
SakSta 
Visa wanna 
Knddala 

-Ittkiwaggd sattamo. 

Varana 

Silawanaga 

Sachclia^kira 

Eiukkhadhamma 

Machckha 

A'sa^kiya 

Mahasupina 

IlHsa 

Kharassara 

BliimaseQa 

Varanawaggo aUhamo. 

Surapana 
. Mittawinda 
Kalakanni 
Asantadwara 
Kippakkha 
Silawiraapsa 
MaAgala 
S&ramblia 
Kuhaka 
Akatannu 

Apdyimhawaggo namamo^ 


91 (gcxa ... ... Litta 

92 ©«53«3od ... ... Mahasara 

93 0£Se53S3(5^«33d2S3 ... Vissasabkojana 

94 <§'0o©aiofi5 ... ... Ldmabapsa 

95 ... ... Mahasudassana 

96 ®^i2D0Oss)eD ... ... Telapatta 

97 ... ... Namasiddhika 

98 >£5^003 ... ... Kfitawanija 

99 o<§\die3<a)c^ ... ... Parosabassa 

100 q»e^Dak^dtO ... ... Asatarupa 

<^(3:SX550(§\2:^3 <q€3@'S)3 — ^AUttawaggo da$am/>, 

^S(^255a — MajjhiTmpanndsako nitthito. 


101 o^'dbes-es) 

102 

103 ®v0a 

104 ©cs3a)©’£)^ 

105 gS)5)0aij^ 

106 

107 «^3(§^ 


Pardsata 

Pannika 

Vdri 

Mittawinda 

Dubbalakattha 

Udanchbani 

Salika 
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Jdtaka. 


108 S)D£6ca 

109 

110 

€3®'cSt52S:)0@^G53C5D3 0^533 <J€3®'©3- 


Bahiya 

Kundapuwa 

Sabbasa^hara 

•-Parosatawaggo ekddasamo,. 


Ill 

... 


Gadrabhapanha 

112 



Amaradewipanha 

113 

SgO30 


Sigala 

114 

©>25O0iDd5 


Mitacbinti 

115 



Sakuna 

116 



Anusasika 

117 

gS)S)0 


Dubbacha 

118 

-£Sao2Sd 


Tittira 

119 

&c)0>Ba 


Vat taka 

120 

^SSD^d)© 


Akdlarawi 

121 



Bandbanamokkha 


C!Oo€e.©®\c5OT3 ©3qs3®^®3 — Hansawaggo dwddasamo. 

122 

^C32S^^g 


Kueaoali 

123 

g(3v0®0 

» * « 

Dumni^dha 

124 


... 

NaAgalisa 

125 


... 

Amba 

126 

25!i0a(33fi33 

... 

Katalmka 

127 

^80'J!53Q).gI^ ... 

• « . 

Asilakkhaua 

128 



Kalanduka 

129 


... 

BiJara 

130 

<^CKSs55 

... 

Aggika 

131 


... 

Kdsiya 


—Kusan&Vmaggo terasamo. 

132 

^eb©OCj«33 

... 

Asampadana 

133 

C/;8^C53dii8a ... 

* * . 

Pancbagaraka 

134 


• . . 

Ghatasana 

135 


.*• 

Jhanasddhana 

136 



Chaiidrabha 

137 

@0<35^3Sffi5o«i ... 


Suwaniiaha^sa 

138 


ii** 

Babbuka 

139 

@^C03© 

. . * 

G6dba 

140 


• . « 

Ubbatdbhatfcba 

141 

S5332a 


Kaka 

<5C3Sb<^«25DS@\c5DGSD3 ^<!^^tQ^®^-Asampaddnawagg6 cliuddammo. 

142 

©vCDD© 


G6dha 

143 

8c5)D0 


Sigala 

144 

0©'d)0«) 

... 

Virochana 

145 



!Naiiguttha 

146 

60 


Rddha 

147 

-SBiaiSa 


Kaka 

148 

8c£)d23ao 


Puppharatfca 

149 

SC5)30 

• *• 

Sigdia 
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^3 0. Jataka. 

150 ^2530-^^0^ ... ... E^kapanna 

151 C5/jS3^^0 ... ... Sanjiwa 

-ss3>£a^0^06^GXjSD3 o-€6^3d'€3<g\@o — Kakautakawag^o 

pamidrasamo^ 

0;S53.2fie3325)o ^£ 25 ) 0 — E' kanipdtan nitihitan. 


152 

153 ^000 

154 ^sad 

155 cdc5) 

156 ocra 

157 0m3o ... 

158 (^0)^ ... 

159 

160 <§\©3d 

161 0^^0225 

<5(gS5D8®\C5ra3 e3cb®'©3- 

162 §^qc^J©^^@^C5^OSm0 

163 

164 gB© 

165 

166 ^^0 

167 0oe33(g^2a ... 

168 

169 e&^0^GcB 

170 qdssa 

171 ;8as53-0O-2a ... 

€3^SD2a0©(3\C5DC5D3 gieS®\033' 

172 2530tia'060©© 

173 ^<^d 

174 ©^536530 

175 Si:Sca®;ss3eaD ... 

176 ^^€§0^3-255 ... 

177 2550OOgS 

178 2S>agsa 

179 2ae)So 

180 
181 

2aG]a4:^ Q S® 0 (S'csxoo ©033-- 

182 q^es^iss 

183 e3oC533©30©d ... 

184 0D@'0ogs2 

185 cSd<jS3ea 

186 

187 <;B0333€53 

188 ©^0cO 

189 B(2D©^2a3^-ss) 


Rajowdda 

Sigala 

Sukara 

Uraga 

G-agga 

AlinacMtta 

Guna 

Suhanu 

Mora 

Vinilaka 

■EaUiawaggo pathamd. 

Indasamanagottawa 

Santhawa 

Susima 

Gijjha 

Nakula 

Upasalhaka 

Samiddhi 

Sakunagghi 

Araka 

Kakantaka 

’Santawawaggo dutiyo. 

Kalyanadhamma 

Daddara 

Makkata 

Dutiyamakkata 

A'diclickupattbaDa 

Kalayamutthi 

Tinduka 

Kachchhapa 

Satadbamrna 

Duddada 

“Kalydnadhammawaggo tatiyo. 

Asadisa 

Say giro awachara 

Valodaka 

Giridatta 

Anabhirati 

Dadhiwahana 

Chatumatta 

Sibakonthaka 
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e^-£S38S5 <203®. 

190 Q3D0®® 

191 •*• 

^'e3^^t30(5\CDC5:)3 

192 di©ss5 

193 6^30^^ 

194 go0Og® 

195 ... 

196 c®0^C3;C0d ... 

197 0(§3^CK3 

198 ©55)JS3©coaD ..- 

199 db0 

200 OCDC^ 

201 «33g80 

<5tC5;5-SS50@'GO2jD3 a^9@^®3- 

202 0^2S3DC533d ... 

203 @vaagB0 

204 o)^0453£SD-S5) ... 

205 0d^ 

206 0(3^03)0333 

207 ^di03)©o •.. 

208 q^c^sa 

209 gog©od 

210 -55i-35»533d 

211 235^0055) 

^i3Doqc9^0(§\C5D333 i£@\& 

212 ... 

213 (50©0O^»S) ... 

214 odt 

215 ... 

216 zsi£6o 

217 ®0^ 

218 @\e3c53C^ 

219 2^003^^ ... 

220 odeSao 

221 0®@0d 

sattamo. 

222 jsaoesio® 

223 §02O^5§ 

224 

225 ^©cS0 

226 

227 @\S53aSco 

228 Gg603^ 

229 ^3©iSao 

230 0030 


.s, (obylon). 

tJi 

Sihachamma 
Sildnisa^sa 
^Asadisawaggo ckatuttko, 

Rubaka 

Sirikalakatmi 

Chullapaduma 

Manicbora 

Pabbatupattbara 

Valabassa 

Mittamitta 

Radha 

Gabapati 

Sadhusila 

-’Ruhakawaggo panchamo. 
Bandhanagara 
Kelisila 

Khandhawantaka 

Yiraka 

Gabgeyya 

Kurubgamiga 

Assaka 

Suig.su mara 

Kakkara 

Kandagalaka 

Batandalkawaggo chhaUho. 

Sdmadatta 
U cbch it thabhatta 
Bharu 
Puunanadi 
Kacbcbbapa 
Machchha 
Seggu 
Kutawanija 
Garabita 
Dhaminaddbaja 
^Biranatthamhakawaggo 

Kds^wa 
Cbulanaudi 
Putabbatta 
Kumbbila 
Kbautiwanpana 
Kosiya 
Gufcbapana 
Kamanita 
Palasi 
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ef&eossj ^030. J^taka. 

231 g^caC2(^,38 ... ... Dutiyapalasi 

2a3e33©©@\coc5D3 <^(£)©i®3 — KasdroaToaggo atthamo. 

232 (5C53S3><g^ ... ... Upaliana 

233 ... ... Vinathuna 

234 ... ... Vikannaka 

235 ... ... Asitabiiu 

236 ®'2Si38cti ... •.* Kosiya 

237 ©Ss^^'ESdS) ... ... Vachchhanakba 

238 Qsa ... ... Baka 

239 e3o®^253-£55 ... ... Saketa 

240 ass^e3^<;J ... E'kapada 

241 33(^0000^ ... ... Haritamatu 

242 0^3 £0330 ... ... Mabapiilgala 

(3C3a55:>^©©c5CT3 — UpdhanarDaggo nawam<K 

243 ... ... Sabbadatha 

244 ... ... Sunakha 

245 <^2ri::^0 ... ... Guttila 

246 ... ... Vitidicliba 

247 g0CiQ^a3aca -- ... Mulapariyaya 

248 @NaQ®‘0D03«;j ... ... Telowada 

249 e^3q/^3^g ... ... Pddanjali 

250 2Scg®\£333£3© ... ... Kiijsukopama 

251 cao0 ... ... Sala 

252 £338 ... ... Kapi 

Scs 330 S(^c 53C333 — Sigdlawaggo dasamo. 

g£53^£3D^ o — Dukan ip at an, 

253 C3o£53a:3 ... Sapkappa 

254 £S0£iS ... ... Tilarnutthi 

255 ©-^£53 ... ... Maiiikantba 

256 «^'€i^£5)^0s§ 6>2S)0 ... Kundakakucbclibisindbawa 

257 0SS) ... ... Suka 

258 ddt<^03 2S5 ... ... Cbharudapana 

259 CS33© €^©<4^ ... Ganianicbanda 

260 ©^^3-2^ ... ... Mandb^tu 

261 ... ... Tiritawacbcbba 

262 g2D ... ... Dufa 

es o£53 22C0 GX 5^D c d)©»® 3 — Saukapp awaggo p athamo* 

263 og© ... ... Padiima 

264 gge33€i^ ... ... JVIudupani 

265 g0[3C3@'03^S3 ... Chullapaldbbana 

266 ©S33C3-2^g ... ... Mabapandda 

267 ... ... Kurudga 

268 03a3C5xs38-£S)0 ^ ... Vataggasindhawa 




Abindbbu. 

Kiritowachcbha. 
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269 -235«s3e5)0£a 

270 ^d)0gfis-s53 

271 gdi^ 

272 cgs55 

(^^s>oBcSlQ(^(sySi'i g^So'cSo- 

273 (^cJ035S3gS5255..* 

274 

275 ^a9£^o 

276 

277 di0c5 

278 s^d^c)®© 

279 ®^d)©-S55 ... 

280 ®cS«5 

281 C 3 ^X) 0 ^ 3 S) 

282 23 ^ 0333255 * 

^C3'/23^0@^CSX5DD 

283 qf©25D25::sad 

284 O'cacaxiocs 

285 0^2S5g253d ... 

286 as 

287 ®*€^^ssd 

288 333^355 

289 03!K>G)di-8S> ... 

290 ®©g'<^q,€5[> 

291 >203^3 £d^ ... 

292 a00®oe& 
<^S^dDG3C5‘©®CiD(303 

293 iKigss© 

294 gD2S52a 

295 ;5a3cs00d€q ... 

296 (d®g03<;£a .. 

297 

298 «s§<5(;; 

299 «230003O 

300 

301 ®N>ssja®3dgcXD 

302 ©2S) 

-S5?te^^<S^C5:)3Do 0^p^®a‘ 

§0S-S533(5©t55 ... 

304 ®S)3qec3e33®'d)^ 

305 t^^adid' 

306 ^<5<^d 

307 a00©oC3>2S3 ... 


J, (CEYLON). 

J^tak&. 

Kakkataka 
A^’amadusaka 
Siijata 
TJluka 
--Kosiyawaggo dutiy6. 

Udapanadusaka 

Vyaggha 

Kaclichhapa 

Lola 

Buchira 

Kurudhamma 

Romaka 

Mahisa 

Satapatta 

Kutasaka 

-^-Arannaroaggo tatiyo. 

Abbhautara 

Seyya^sa 

Vaddhakisukara 

Siri 

Manisukara 

Saluka 

Labhagaruka 

Machchhuddana 

Nanachchbanda 

Sllavima^sa 

Abbhantarawaggo chatuttM^^ 

Bhadraghata 

Supatta 

Kayawichcbhauda 

Jambukhadaka 

Anta 

Samudda 

Kamawilapa 

Udumbara 

Kdmdraputta 

Baka 

Kumbhawaggo panckcomo. 
Tikanipdtan* 

Chullakalidga 

Mahaassardha 

E'karaja 

Daddara 

Silawima]gsana 


* g 0 g 53 S 3 ) 


• •• 


Puiaddsaka. 
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308 gesSao 
309^ 003153 

310 

311 c^E>2S} ... . 

312 cac333 

Se)<50®^Gra3 od&@^®3 

313 900^ 

314 SSC2£aC3®.e5§Cl3 ... 

315 Q)<s3£S0a^ 

316 <^03332^^ 

317 0oO 

318 cao 

319 -eissidjd 

320 

321 0£D®Nd)<^«o 

322 233-®6©'0c5 

323 

324 9€S)d' 

9[S®oq®O^OGOa g-2S@^c33 

325 2^8g02S5 

326 qq^^ 

327 @is0<;csgs) 

328 0@0CS30-8S) ... 

329 <3^C5)ac) . ... 

330 j£a32s»aDdx. 

331 iSi02Si3S 

332 qf^.^®‘O30ca... 

333 235O0®3g[ 

334 6000oea^ ... 
-a58g^-S55a@»C2D3D3 tD^(5^C 


J^taka. 

Suj^ta 

Paldsa 

Jawasakuna 

Chhawaka 

Snyha 

Viwarawaggo pathamo. 

Puchiiaanda 

Kassapamaadija 

Khantiwkdi 

LobakumbM 

Ma^sa 

Sasa 

E'karaja 

Daddara 

Matarodana 

Kanaw^ra 

Tittira 

Suchchaja 

'Puchimandawaggo dutiyo. 

Kutidusaka 

Daddabba 

Brahtnadatta 

Chammasdtaka 

Gddha 

Kakkaru 

Kikini 

Ananuf^dchiya 

Kalab&hu 

Siiawimagsana 

1 — -Kutidusako!.7vagg6 tatiyo. 


335 

@'2203200 



Kdkila 

336 

d 608 


«## 

Batbalattbi 

337 

@030 


• « • 

Gddha ■* 

338 

<5K5'Ci03<; 



Bajowdda 

339 




Jambuka 

340 

gaoadcoQO 



Brab&,chhatta 

341 

3d> 



Pifcha 

342 

go 



Tbusa 

343 

03 ©'©dt 



Hdwdru 

344 

00030 


«•« 

Visayba 


@v«so 3-8S30©@'C5XC}3 ©/2g<^£5S3 — Kokila'maggo chatuttho. 

345 

£55-<S^d 


• • • 

Kandarx 

346 

©325d 

« • # 

... 

Variara 

347 

ss^esssiSi 



Kutfcani 

348 

<^0®‘©3d 

#• m 


A^&bachdra 

349 

eod2:g©3o 

*«• 

... 

Gajakumbba 
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e^-eS 3£53 « 530 , 

350 @^-0S)i330 

351 <^C»-£3J0 

352 

353 C32:5S®«3«5 

354 ®.(50aDDOijS3^ 


Jataka. 

Kesawa 

Ayakuta 

Arafina 

Sandhibh5da 

D5watapafdia 


§00^4:^00® CSX23D e3^0@'®a- Chullakundlawaggopa/fichamo, 
©^25:^^03^o — Chatukka nipatan. 


355 0-g)^3^-<S3^0 

356 

357 ®*0D^e33SS) 

358 (5dc53 

35d .• 

360 aaod'^J^Oi 

361 

362 §(330®®e3D0 

363 ig0'€5^€)s60C53 ... 

364 1^(5\C535D>2§ 

®^.a5€^©0©®\C5XO3 e3d)©i®3- 

365 0<0^0^®\d)S:s ... 

366 8000OC5 

367 ^8 

368 £625.®® 235 ... 

369 

370 C3Dgca 

371 ^©eiiDd 

372 ^03502^235 

373 C0ae5 

g-£S®'C 3 o 


Manikundala 
Sujata 
Dhonasaka 
TJraga 
Grhata 
Karandiya 
Latukika 

Chulladhammapala 
Suwannamiga 
Sussondi 
•Manikundalawaggo pathamo. 

Vanuardha 

Silawimapa 

Hiri 

Ahitundika 

Gumbiya 

Saliya 

Tacbasdra 

Mittawindaka 

Paldsa 

--Vannarohawaggo dutiyo. 


374 

375 ©CS)®\Ci3 2X5255 

376 |8 ss 5 

•378 255©^£33£» 

. e 3 ^ 0 i 5529 Oa 253 Q- 

■379 

380 (g'cseo <^25522 

381 <;(5§o) 

382 <s\2S5di. 

383 ^©0255 

384 ©cD3®\0a£3 

385 SdS55a02552CJ2S 

386 §03d 
•387 2523535© 

• 388 

■389 2025§ca©GS) 

^©DSca©@>cKxs)a e 3 c£©\® 3 * 


Dighitikdsala 

Migapotaka 

Mtisika 

Obulladhanuggaha 

Kapdta 

•Pafichakardpatan. 

AVariya 

S5tak5tu 

Darimukha 

N5ru 

A'sa^ka 

Migaldpa 

Sirikalakanni 

Bildra 

Kukkuta 

Dhammaddhaja 

Nandiyamiga 

’•^A^'mdriyawaggo pathamo. 
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390 

391 

392 

393 

394 

395 

396 

397 

398 

399 


400 

401 

402 

403 

404 

405 

406 

407 

408 

409 


410 

411 

412 

413 

414 

415 

416 

417 

418 

419 

420 


421 

422 

423 

424 

425 

426 

427 

428 
429 


^503©. 

^0 

0C&2O 

0^3C3 

000^5) 

-S5>0-2© 


JAtaka. 

jSibaraputta 

Suchi 

Tandila 

Su wannakakkata 
Mayha 

Dhaj awib^thaka 

Bhisapuppba 

Vighasa 

Yattaka 

K^ka 


<^e3^^©®)CSXi9a — Senakawaggo dutiyo. 

e3®d3e53o — Chhdnip atari samattar^. 


©e'^ad 

cSd© 

qCi -85023^23) 
2550 

S)a5>@c© 


Kukkuta 

Hanoja 

Sutanu 

Gijjba 

— Dabbbapuppba 

Dasannaka 
Sattubhatta 
Atthis^na 
... Kapi 

... Bakabrahma 

e3d)®v@a — Kukkutawagg6 pathamo. 


(Si^od 

©^325)8 

2^€teJ2S5Dd 

<;;(g^0©© 

@'C2.3©<J2SXS) ... 

g0© 

^235306^(3 ... 

§0.25)30 

C36c55d 

C3d2S!SQO 

GD^3<d0<S^C5XDl g^So^ca 
TS5d>5:)^03d)o 


Gandbara 

Mabdkapi 

Kumbbakdra 

Dalbadhamma 

Sdmadatta 

)8usima 

Kotasimbali 

Dhumakari 

Jagara 

Kummdsapinda 

Parantapa 

^Gandhdrawaggo dutiyd, 
Sattampatari samattan. 


25)003^ 

1000330 

C53€}3>©a0 

©'©iScO 


92 gcS 


Kacbcbani 

Atfcbasadda 

Sulasa 

Sumadgala 

Gatigamdla 

Cb4tiya 

Indriya 

A'ditta 

Atthdna 


216^ 
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Jataka. 

430 

^8 

Dipi 


^S©3299@tv2DGD3 — Kachchaniwaggo. 


^(|)29c3253o 

— Attkampatan samaitan. 

431 


Gijjha 

432 


K6samba 

433 

®S50g© 

Mah&ukha 

434 

§ee9^ 

. , . Chullasukha 

435 

©3<S'£0 

... Harita 

436 


Rajowada 

437 


Padamanawaka 

438 


... Lomasakasaapa 

439 

0253eS503£S3 

Chakkawaka 

440 

©S<^d)C3 

... Haiiddir%a 

441 

CjgcSXS) 

... Samugga 

442 

Q^S0oi5S 

... Putimagisa 

443 


Tittira 



0 — ^moMpdtan samattaii. 

444 

0^©od 

... Ckatudwara 

445 


... Kanha 

446 

©^is'OatsSia 

. .* Chatuposathika 

447 

••• 

... SaAkha 

448 

g00<§s®oS ... 

Chullabodhi 

449 


... Kanhadlpayana 

450 


I^igrodJba 

451 

£OJ8SX5)O0 

Takkala 

452 

02030^^30... 

. . . Makadliammap Ala 

453 

^C3SJ^«20 

Kukkuha 

454 


Mattakundala 

455 

^03d®'S5538cS 

Bildrakosiya 

456 

0isaes30Dsa 

... Chakkawaka 

457 

■s^dO/esis> 

... BMripanlia 

458 

®s?D®eii5)0 ... 

MakamaAgala 

459 


Ghata 


qi^S>Oo^o ^^©jss^o. 

— Damnipdtan aamattan. 

460 

®3-e^®v03CSSS3 ... 

... Mafcupdsaka 

461 


Junha 

462 

0®0 

... Dhamina 

463 

C^C3 

... TJdaya 

464 

03-^03 

Paniya 

465 

Q0j^oa 

Yudhajjaya 

466 

ijojdd 

... Dasaratha 

467 

■£3o0d *•» 

... Sapwara 

468 

gOSDdsS 

... Supparaka 


0 — E'kddasanipdtan samattcin. 

469 

@032$4SS0 ... 

CkulIakimAla 

470 

•SDClCJCciDQ 

... Bhaddasala 

471 

e3g<}j©3^(d... 

• SamuddawAnija 
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diaossj «33®. Jdtaka. 

472 ^ 3 ® ... Kama 

473 ... ••• Janasantbawa 

474 ®(2032S3-^^ ... ... Mabakariha 

475 ®S53Og0 ... Mabapaduma 

476 ... ... Mittamitta * 

ts^S^o — Dwddasa nipdta^ mmaUar^, 

477 ... ... Amba 

478 ... ... Pbandana 

479 e^E)^GDoS5 .. ... Jawaaahapsa 

480 §0O'2S3odq ... ... Cbullanarada 

481 g2i> ... ... Duta 

482 25)3<g©2S>®^Qa0 ... Kalibgabodhi 

483 ... ... Akitti 

484 ... ... Takkariya 

485 didi^csi ... ... Rurumiga 

486 csd^^CH) ... ... Sarabhamiga 

(^zsiCStd€ic>:i^a t33®^!5X55o — Terasanzpdtaii samattan, 

487 <353g©'sa3q,d ... ... Salikedara 

488 ... Chandakinnara 

489 ®®3C23S^ea ... ... Maba-ukkusa 

490 C<SjC *•’ tJddala 

491 tSc3 ... ... Bbisa 

492 gdt© ... ... Surucbi 

493 ... PaSchupdsatba 

494 ®<S33<5'®3d ... ... Mahamdra 

495 asefc^^ssd ... ... Tacbcbbasukara 

496 ©^303-^^ ... ... Mabawanija 

497 . ... ... Sadbina 

498 <^iKi@3£s€)^ ... ... Dasabrabmana 

499 ^i!s3i6)3ad@S3c:5 ... Bhikkbaparampara 

« 3 ®;S 5 SS 5 d — Pakinnakawannand 
samattd. 

500 ©3255033 ... ... Matailga 

501 0a35acb©^2S5 ... ... Obittasambbuta 

502 80 ... ... Siwi 

503 8d©2:^ ... Sirimanda 

504 6'd)^20S3D©(S3 ... ... Rohan tamiga 

505 eooes ... Hapsa 

506 esasSc^ilD ... *•* Sattigumba 

507 «D0330 ... ... Bballati 

508 (§'(333 ©'253^353 ... ... SomahHSsa 

509 0®N©bco» ... ... Cbampeyya 

510 ®^3 0c§'f&3^253 *.* Mabapaldbbana 

511 SDao8£330 ... ... Hatthipdia 

512 ^(Svcao^d ••• ... Aydjrbara 

513 Fancbapandita 

StOieS^Sood^o — Visati nipdian samattan^ 
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514 

515 

516 dc»<5§e3 

517 dc^qcoeo 

518 aj©to0 ■ 

519 @^02538 

520 #.. 

521 C3-©^c5 

522 iS3©g03 

523 cs)4^t^'^s5) ... 

2Sof52a^Oo-ej3o €3®25^0~ 

524 

525 C5d63^ 

526 

527 C50S)£3O0 

528 gosgsDQ'esa© 
©25X53a(gt5S3^e3a253o «3@m5io- 

529 

530 (^©0<;cosS 

531 

tS3®jG3S)o-. 

532 ®‘T55o-@^2a 

533 C3o2S£E) 

^^^D325:5o ■e5®^5^o— 

534 - 85 b 

585 ©'Cso-eo^'S^ ... 

■C^22^Si&O0tS)o «3®;e5X5)o- 

536 §03^oC5 

537 ©^o^oc& 

538 g8a©^^oC^^ -•• 

539 2?-€;6o0 

540 ©aoogiscx^eia© • • 

€5®;S5^o‘ 

541 §(S>£3^ 

542 ®^3d^-853 ... 

543 €30® 

544 'SS® 

545 0)4^aoo0 

546 ®S3oco3d<5sae333C3 

547 

548. a^d 

549 0^c5XS5 ' 

550 ®\0C3e3co«3od ... 
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J ataka, 

Ki^chhanda 

Kumbha 

Jayaddisa 

Chhaddanta 

Sambhawa 

Mahakapi 

Dakfirakkbasa 

Pandara 

Sambula 

Gandatinduka 

nlpdtai} samattan, 
Tesakuna 
Sarabhadga 
Alambusa 
SaAkhapala 
Cbullasutasoma 

-ChdttaMmti nipdian samattai},. 
Nalini 
U mm ad anti 
MahabOdhi 

--^Pannasa nipdtan samattan, 

Sonaka 

Sa^kichcha 

•Satthinip dtan samattan . 

Kusa 

Souananda 

Saitatinlpatan samattan, 

Chullaba^sa 
JVIabahagsa 
Slid habbdj ana 
Kunala 
Mahasutasoma 
— Asitinipatan samattan. 
MuLrapakkha 
Mab^janaka 
Saraa 
Nimi 

Khandabdia 
Ma hauaradakassapa 
Bburidatta 
Vidhura 
Ummagga 
Vessaiitara 
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THE MARRIAGE CUSTOMS OE THE MOORS 
OF CEYLON. 

By Ahamadu Bawa, Esq., Proctor, S. C. 
(Coramnnicated by B, W. Bawa, Esq., Advocate.) 
(Bead February 26 ^ 1888 ,) 


F the pun be pardoned, it may be remarked 
■witbL perfect truth that matrimony among the 
Moors of Ceylon is merely a matter of money,” 
— love and courtship playing no parts as factors 
in the great social institution. This fact is 
fully accounted for by the seclusion and ignorance in which 
the girls are brought up, the religious restrictions upon 
social intercourse between the sexes, and the total subjection 
of the youths of the community to their parents and 
guardians 'in all that relates to matrimonial affairs. 

Among the Moors overtures of marriage invariably origi- 
nate with th.e relatives of the prospective wife, the amounfc 
available as dowry and the caste of the lady being important 
points to start with. As a rule, a girl is considered eligible 
for marriage at twelve and a boy at sixteen, for at eighteen a 
49—89 B 
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girl is considered an old maid, and a bachelor of twenty-five 
is a rara avis. But, as a consequence of the dowry system 
and the entire absence of anything like elopement or clan- 
destine marriage, there is necessarily a very large number 
of old maids. The unhappy condition of these creatures, 
without education, secluded from the world and its pleasures 
and delights, obliged to spend their lives within the four walls 
of a house sighing for the light and comparative liberty their 
more fortunate sisters onjoy, may be imagined ; while only 
a Moor can appreciate the feelings of those parents who, for 
want of the wherewithal to furnish a dowry, lack the 
means of emancipating their daughters from their darkness 
and drudgery. If the intelligent men of the community 
would but reflect on the consequences of the pernicious 
dowry system and the daily increasing misery its per- 
petuation entails on the masses, they would surely endeavour 
to reform it. But it is to be feared that reform in this 
particular at all events is still very far off. 

As I have said, among the wealthy families early mar- 
riages are the rule, and matches are often made even before 
the girls enter on their teens. In all cases where eligible 
machcMnkal — cousins, or sons of mother’s brother or 
father’s sister —are available, preference is accorded to them 
almost as a matter of right. In the absence of any such, a 
young man of equal caste is fixed on, and negotiations with his 
relatives commenced. This proceeding is called sampantam 
pesuMratu (literally speaking, “ connection”). Bor this pur- 
pose some notable and elderly person is entrusted with the 
task, being duly instructed as to details of dowry, &c. At an 
auspicious hour he proceeds to the house of the young man’s 
parents, and commences his duties as Hymen’s ambassador 
by a faithful enumeration of the advantages of an alliance 
between the respective families, enlarging ux^on (let us say) 
"’Alesha’s qualities and qualifications, her age, complexion, 
and culinary skill, her ability to read the Kurdn in the 
original, her amiability and obedience, and concluding 
with a description of the dowry which her father offers in 
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lands, gold and silver, brass and copperware (venhala pdt- 
tiram)^ household furniture (viddu taddumuddu)^ and cash 
(rohham)^ in all amounting to, say, five thousand rixdollars. 
Ahamadu Lebbe, in his turn, admitting the personal eligibi- 
lity of the amiable ’A'yesha, objects to the dowry as insuffi- 
cient, and urges that his son Mira Lebbe has had better offers 
from other sources, drawing special attention to the utter 
inadequacy of the cash part of the dowry to meet the expenses 
of such a wedding as Mira Lebbe should have. Satisfied 
with having broken the ice, the ambassador returns, and 
urges the lady’s father to increase the sum to a more rea- 
sonable amount. Soon after a meeting is convened of the 
male members of Mira Lebbe’s family,— uncles, brothers, 
and cousins of mature age, — and the match being decided 
on, the dowry is finally settled, say, as follows : — 


Eds. 

One-foorth of the garden Hitina-watta ... 1,000 

One-fourth of the house standing thereon ... 1,000 

The paddy field called Addena-kumbura ... 1,000 

In gold and silver jewellery ... ... 1,000 

In brass and copperware (vavdcala pdttiram) ... 500 

In household furniture ... ... 500 

Rolchamy or cash ... ... 1,000 


Total... 6,000 


Every item should be estimated in even numbers, and, except 
the item of cash, which alone goes to the bridegroom, not 
much importance is attached to them, nor is their value criti- 
cally examined, all but the cash going to the bride. If the 
rokJoam is the amount usual in the particular caste and class 
there is no further haggling, and the matrimonial ambas- 
sador pays another visit to Ahamadu Lebbe. Arrived there 
he enumerates afresh the advantages of the match proposed, 
and hands the above-mentioned memorandum to Mira Lebbe, 
eloquently urging his acceptance of the terms. After this a 
similar meeting takes place at Mira Lebbe’s house, for neglect 
to consult everybody who is anybody to either of the parents 
would be resented as a life-long insult.. At this meeting it 
is agreed nem, con, to accept the proposal, and the acceptance 

B 2 
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is accordingly signified through the envoy to the opposite 
party. A short interval having elapsed, a formal deputation 
from the bride’s family is sent to that of the bridegroom for 
the confirmation of the sampantam already informally 
concluded. 

On an auspicious day, or rather night, agreed on by the 
parties, and after some light refreshment, a band of fifteen 
or twenty friends of the bride’s family proceed to the 
house of the future bridegroom, where they are welcomed 
by his friends and accommodated with seats on the matted 
floor spread for the occasion with white cloths, and served 
with the inevitable betel. Hereupon a solemn farce is 
enacted. The host or head of the family addresses his 
visitors collectively thus : “Our estimable relatives and friends, 
to what good luck does my house owe this unexpected 
yet welcome visit at this time of night ? How can I recom- 
pense the honour you have done me ? ” The office of spokes- 
man is not always filled by the head of the family. If he is. 
not gifted with eloquence, some good speaker is chosen. In 
reply, the spokesman on the other, side says : “ The sun 
and the moon have their forces of attraction and gravitation, 
the earth and all therein are happily influenced by the same 
laws of nature : as there are affinities in nature, so there 
are certain affinities between men, a proper union of which,, 
as in the case of the diamond, may produce the richest 
gem ! ” This speech is received with silent acclamation,, 
no cheering, clapping of hands, or other noisy demonstra- 
tion being considered correct. A general grin exhibits 
the appreciation of the audience. The speaker then con- 
tinues : “ Considering these universal laws of affinity and 
attraction, is it strange* that we should be drawn hither 
by the brilliance of Ahamadu’s house and his countenance ? ” 
A great deal more is said in the same inflated strain, and the 
speaker on concluding is greeted with a grin of approbation 
that reflects each wick in every lamp sixteen times in the 
marble-white teeth of each member of the assemblage. After 
much more palaver of this kind it is elicited that the deputa- 
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tion lias come to solicit Mira Lebbe as a husband for 
’A'yesha, the daughter of Hassim Marikar, their dear friend 
and near relative. This time another panegyric is then 
passed by the host upon the virtues and merits of the bride 
elect, and the mutual advantages to the respective families of 
the proposed alliance reiterated. A fdtiJiah^ is pronounced 
by the priest as a final ratification of the compact, but on this 
occasion nothing is said about the dowry. Mira and ’A'yesha 
are now affianced, although the ancient custom of exchanging 
rings, now obsolete, has not been gone through. A rich feast 
follows, and the party disperses in the best of humours. 

From this time a periodical exchange of presents keeps 
the flame from dying out. If the Muharram^ or Hdji 
happen to intervene between betrothal and marriage, 
the bridegroom is expected to send sundry presents of silk 
camMyas and hing-’kalf Jackets to the bride, and similar 
gifts to her mother and sisters ; which compliment the 
bride responds to with trays of rice and curries and all 
kinds of sweetmeats, in the preparation of which ’A'yesha 
is expected to have a hand. 

There is yet another ceremony before the marriage, viz., 
the payment of the clvitanam^ or dowry money, which is 
a function of importance, and takes place some months 
in advance of the nuptials. As has been said already, the 
cash is the most important part of the dowry, for it 
alone goes to the husband, and it enables him to meet 
the wedding expenses and to purchase the bride’s trousseau. 
The wedding trousseau^ called kadda udwp'pddda^ literally, 

to tie and to clothe,” consists of a gold neck ornament called 
tdliy a silk camhdya^ rawuhhai^ and Jacket to match, 
with a duplicate set of more ordinary materials. The 
presentation of this dlntana'pyanam is a great event in 
the life of the young Moor, both because it is the public 
announcement of the intended wedding, and because he 
then becomes the possessor of a larger sum of money than 


^ The first chapter of the B,, JEon. See, 
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he has probably ever owned before. On an auspicious 
day, after partaking of the usual pdtohdru paniharaniy 
or “ milk-rice ” and cakes, a party of the bride’s immediate 
friends, to the number of about twenty, attended by 
the family priest or Lebl)e and a brother or cousin of the 
bride carrying the dhJhiana'ppanam of the sum agreed on, 
with some betel leaves, a few pieces of saffron, and a couple 
of limes put into a silk handkerchief held by the four 
cousins in the right hand, proceed to the young man’s house. 
There the party is greeted with a copious sprinkling of rose- 
water and invited to take seats, which they do on the white 
carpeted floor, each according to his seniority or social 
position ; whilst the bearer of the money places the bundle on 
a brass betel stand before the priest of the bridegroom’s party,, 
who is a most impoi'tant personage on all such occasions. 
After the usual chew of betel, &c., they proceed to business 
by the priest undoing the bundle and offering up a 
fdtihali. This done, he solemnly hands the handker- 
chief and its contents to the young man, who in turn 
transfers it to his father or elder brother, who again 
passes it to the mother, by whom it is carefully locked up. 
They next proceed to the selection of a day for the wedding, 
in doing which particular care is taken. The favourite 
months are Zul K'^ada^ Zul Rijja^ Rajah; and the favourite 
days of the week, Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. The 
ominous days of the Muhammadan calendar are studiously 
avoided, such, for instance, as the day on which Jonah was 
swallowed by the whale, or that on which Joseph was 
thrown into the pit, or the anniversary of the day when 
Muhammad lost his front tooth at the battle of Al-Badr, 
The day fixed for a date within three months from the 
cUtariam night, a fatiJiah is again offered up by the 
priest, whilst the company hold up both hands in a. 
supplicating manner, pronouncing the ‘‘ amen ” at the stops 
and kissing the tips of their fingers at the conclusion. A 
sumptuous repast is now served to the assembled guests,, 
and a final fdtihah pronounced, when betel is again served 
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round, and the priest gives the signal for departure by rising 
from his place. 

From this time great activity prevails in both houses in 
preparation for the great event in prospect. The houses 
are whitewashed, mandapams and pandals are erected, 
and a tinsel throne is prepared in the bridal chamber. 
About ten days before the day fixed for the wedding the 
invitations issue. These do not take the form of the neat 
and elegant wedding cards so well known to us — anything 
more tedious and wearisome than the process adopted can 
hardly be imagined. The bridegroom, arrayed in his best and 
attended by a large party of friends, is bound to call at 
every house of every Moor, high or low, within the radius 
of several miles, and invite its inmates of both sexes in 
the following terms: ‘‘Who is in this house?” Some one 
from within — often an invisible old dame — says : “Who are 
you ? ” The spokesman of the inviting party cries out 
in stentorian tones, “We have come to invite all the males 
and females inhabiting this house to the wedding of Mira 
Lebbe, son of Ahamadu Lebbe, of New Moor street, on the 
night of Monday, the seventeenth of this month of Rajah^ 
and ask all of you to give your attendance early.” A single 
word, ^^Nallam ” (“good ”), is frequently the only response ; 
but in the case of intimate friends or relations quite a 
different reception often awaits them. In some cases a 
feast is prepared and partaken of, in some merely a light 
refection or pdtcJi6ru, &c.; but as many of these cannot, 
for physical reasons, be included in the day’s programme, 
the distribution of these privileged visits is a matter of no 
small difiaculty. It may be imagined that a ten days’ pere- 
grination and a daily surfeit of pdicMru panikdram 
and sweetmeats, added to all the worry and trouble incidental 
to a great Moorish wedding, must be a trial of no ordinary 
kind ; but placidly, contentedly, and even triumphantly do 
the victims deport themselves, for there is no variation in 
the pulse of the Moor, no alcoholic perturbation of his brain: 
provided his stomach is full he is happy. 
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It ig fashionable at the present day not to forget the 
‘‘infidel” section of the bridegroom’s acquaintance. On a 
memorable occasion, not many years ago, the Governor and 
many of the Uite of society graced one of these weddings 
in Kandy. How they were entertained and what impres- 
sions they carried away with them are matters of history. 

The whole circle of friends, patrons, — ^nay, even acquain- 
tances, — ^has a few days appropriated to its entertainment. 
Two or three large square tables are loaded with every kind 
of sweetmeats, cakes, preserves, biscuits, sherbets, and fruits 
imaginable, served mostly in glass dishes and plates (of 
course borrowed for the occasion, as the Moors in their 
daily life do not even use a tumbler for drinking). Teacups 
are ranged opposite each chair in one of the best rooms, 
or a temporary mandapam hung with white cloth and 
ornamented for the occasion, where the alien guests, as they 
arrive, are received and treated to the aforesaid delicacies 
and tea. 

Let us now suppose that the wedding day has arrived. 
On that day takes place the great feast at the bridegroom’s 
house, called mappillai viddu pakaichdru. By midday 
all the invited guests from far and near have arrived, and 
seated themselves on the floor with legs crossed tailor- 
fashion, shoulder to shoulder, according to caste and condi- 
tion, and having their backs to the walls. As each guest 
arrives he is served with the indispensable betel ; but when 
all have assembled and the rooms are full, large basins of 
water are placed at intervals along the lines of squatting 
guests, with a teacup floating in it, and huge brass spittoons 
by them, into which every guest washes first his mouth 
and then his hand preparatory to eating. The provender 
is served in trays, each tray consisting usually of a dish of 
ghee-rice, a fried fowl, a dish of mutton curry, another 
of beef, half a dozen vegetable curries, one or two 
pickles, soup, tat/ir (curdled milk), and other things 
sufficient for eight or ten people. These trays are passed 
along by about a dozen men stationed within arms’ 
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lengtli of eacli other in the middle of the assemblage 
(kalari\ and are placed on the floor at such distances 
from each other as to enable about five men to form 
a group round each tray. When all the guests have 
been supplied with trays, plates are supplied for eating from, 
and the priest having said BismUlah'"'* (‘^in the name of 
Allah”) a simultaneous attack commences, and is steadily 
and silently continued. All cease eating about the same 
time, as if by consent, and drink water, warm or cold, after 
which they wash their hands into the plate from which 
they had been eating. The debris is now cleared away 
and betel served again, the priest pronounces the usual 
fdtiliah^ and the guests disperse, each saying to the bride- 
groom ^^pdyiddu vdren^'* literally, I will go and come again.” 
The men all gone, the fair sex are entertained in a similar 
manner. 

By about 3 o’clock, the house being clear of visitors, 
a number of trays are despatched, each covered with 
a white cloth and carried on the head of a cooly. They 
are accompanied by some young male member of the bride- 
groom’s family in gala dress, and are taken to the bride’s 
house. There he is received with much cordiality, and is 
presented with a gold ring. 

In the evening there is a fresh assembling of the friends 
of the families “to do honour to the bridegroom,” as 
they call it, that is, to give him the usual cliantoslimn 
and accompany him to the bride’s, where the havin^ or 
“ marriage rites,” are to be solemnised. The guests having 
again seated themselves in order of rank and seniority, and 
after the chew of betel, at a propitious moment announced 
by the priest a move is made for the presentation of the 
cliantSshdm. A scribe is improvised, and the immediate or 
intimate friends of the bridegroom head the list with the 
highest sum (say fifty rupees), then follow others with 
smaller sums; never less, however, than single rupees, which, 
while the minimum amount, make up the bulk of the 
contributions. Thus, sometimes a thousand rupees have 
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been collected in addition to rings of varying value 
presented by the relatives. 

While this is going on in the hall or principal room in the 
house, a very different scene takes place within. The bride- 
groom, who is seldom present at the giving of the chantoshdm^ 
is supposed to be at his toilet. To the due performance of this 
a bath is essential, in the course of which the cosmetics used 
are some burnt lime, ground saffron, and mi poonac, soap 
being only used by extreme reformers, and being regarded as 
far from an improvement on the mi poonac as a purifier. 
Under a white canopy held over his head by four admiring 
friends, and escorted by a dozen or more others of about 
his own age, the bridegroom is conducted to the nearest 
well (a tub, being a modern innovation, is quite out of the 
question), the attendants keeping up a continual chorus of 

oln ” “ What this means I do not know, unless it 

represents the ivuzu^ or lesser ablution, which a man 
must perform before entering a mosque, beginning to pray, 
or even touching the Kurdn} Arrived at the bath the 
happy man sits on a chair, while his friends souse him 
with many chatties of cold water poured over his shaven 
crown, and rub him heartily with the lime, saffron, and 
poonac. Having returned to the house, his ablutions duly 
performed, he is seated in a chair and arrayed in the 
most gorgeous attire. A resplendent turban tastefully folded 
round the Moorish ca^ surmounts his head, a pair of 
loose silk pantaloons swathes Ms limbs, fastened at the 
waist by a rich sash or belt, a flowing silk or satin aiiharahha 
reaching to the knees over a snow white cambric shirt, 
and a pair of slippers completes the costume. The happy 
man’s neck is encircled by numerous gold chains and 
padahkanhal (chains made of gold pieces about the size of a 
shilling), so that his chest is one mass of glittering gold : 
this, too, though Muhammadan men are strictly prohibited 

Tamil, wuzu Arabic, “ the washing of face, head, feet, &o., 
before every time of prayer — ^the “ lesser ablution,” as distinguished from 
ghidl^ or “ greater ablution.” — JSon, See. 
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from wearing any gold, even a ring on the finger. Thus 
attired gloriously, the bridegroom sits smiling and receiv- 
ing presents and congratulations from his friends, till the 
time for departure arrives. 

At the proper juncture the priest pronounces a fdtihali, to 
which all present respond by the usual “amen ” ; and a start is 
made with a fiourish of tom-toms, cymbals, and flutes, under 
a brilliant display of fireworks, blue lights, and pendant lamps. 
He sits in an open carriage if the bride’s house is distant, 
otherwise he goes on foot attended by two boys dressed up 
for the occasion, one on either side with fans in their hands ; 
and an immense concourse of relatives, friends, and of the 
“ hoi polloi ” to the number of several hundreds, the cynosure 
of all eyes. On the way, if the procession passes the 
residence of particular friends, the bridegroom receives 
many an ovation, and much sprinkling of rose-water. On 
approaching the bride’s house a halt is made at some 
distance, the remainder of the road being covered with 
2)dvdda% or white cloth, for the party to walk on. Nume- 
rous allathes greet him every few yards. The allathe 
consists of three plates : one containing saffron water, one 
cocoanut milk, one betel and small copper coins, carried by 
three men having at their head a relative of the bride, who 
advances with the rose-water sprinkler. Having sprinkled 
the bridegroom and his immediate attendants, by whom 
the compliment is forthwith returned, the two first-men- 
tioned plates are waived round the bridegroom’s head three 
times in succession ; he spits into the plates at the end of 
each performance, when the betel and coppers are thrown 
high over his head, producing a scramble among the poor. 
This ceremony is repeated at intervals frequent in propor- 
tion to the number of male friends of the bride’s family, 
the last, and not the least, being the bride’s father or brother, 
the head of the family, as the case may be. Arrived at the 
house, and before entering it, a boy, generally a brother of the 
bride, washes the feet of the bridegroom with rose-water, for 
which he is rewarded with a ring. He then leads the 
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bridegroom by tbe band to tbe hdvin ftalari^ wliere he 
takes his seat on Ms haunches before the priest. The 
attendant multitude take their seats, and are served with 
betel and spittoons, as before described, whereupon a 
kaduttam is drawn out in the following form : — 

On the 30th day of the month Zul in the year of 

the Eijrat 1299, being the 11th day of November, 1882, 
on the occasion of the marriage of Mira Lebbe, son of 
AhamaduLebbe, of New Moor street, with ’A'yosha, daughter 
of Hassim Marikar, for the magar of 100 halangi of 
red Egyptian gold, by the vdli of the bride’s father, to 
Mahallam Seka Ismail Lebbe Hajiar, priest, the dowry 
agreed upon is 10,000 rds., viz. 1,000 rds. in cash, <fec. 

(Signed) MiUl Lebbe, Bridegroom. 

(Signed) Hassim MarikAb, Bride’s father. 

1 j Priest. 

Witnesses: 2 — — 

3 

This kaduttam is the only written record of the marriage ; 
it is signed and witnessed by the parties, the priest, and 
two responsible witnesses, and taken charge of by the 
priest, in whose custody it remains thereafter, exposed to 
all the perils to which such documents are liable in the 
hands of irresponsible and unscrupulous men. The persis- 
tency, however, with which this document is executed and 
the custom observed, though not required by any law, 
Muhammadan or otherwise, is only another proof of the 
absurd conservatism of the Moors. 

The next function, in the usual order of things, is the hdvin* 
The priest takes the bridegroom’s right hand in his own, 
repeats a formula in Arabic three times in succession, and at 
the end of each addresses the bridegroom thus : Are you, 
Mira Lebbe, son of Ahamadu Lebbe, willing to take ’A'yesha, 
daughter of Hassim Marikar, as your wife, for the magar of 
100 halangi of red Egyptian gold ?” To which Mir^, Lebbe 
answers in the affirmative. The priest pronounces another 
Arabic formula, after which he, with two witnesses, enters 
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the bridal chamber, and similarly addresses the bride, 
substituting the word “ husband ” for “ wife.” To this she is 
expected to answer audibly; but in her shyness she refuses 
to do anything of the kind, some elderly relative saying 
<c party returns to halari. The 

priest then utters a final fdtihah by way of benediction, 
and this terminates the hdvin. 

After the conclusion of this ceremony, the bridegroom is 
conducted to the bridal chamber by her father or brother, and 
the ceremony of tying the tali takes place. Gorgeously 
dressed in hing-half silk and satin, and loaded with gold from 
head to foot, surrounded by a crowd of old dames chewing 
and spitting, exhausted by heat and fatigue, the poor bride is 
seated in her aralmddil^ or “ tinsel throne,” more like an 
inanimate statue than a living bride in her hymeneal glory. 
There is a sudden stir, every woman hitherto bareheaded 
emulously disiolaying her ornaments for the admiration of her 
companions, now promptly covers her head and (partially) 
her face with the corner of her camidya; while the 
sisters or nearest female relatives of the bridegroom hand 
him the tdli. The bridegroom is expected to clasp 
the tdli round his bride’s throat, but probably finding 
it difficult to get near enough to her, his awkward attempt 
would fail but for the help at the critical moment of the 
relative referred to above, who adjusts the sacred tdli : 
never to be removed during the lifetime of the spouses. 
This is the haddu^ ‘‘ knot,” or “ tying.” The udiipjpdddu yet 
remains. 

The tdli being tied, the bridegroom is expected to 
clothe (uduppdddu) the bride. For this purpose the relative 
hands the bridegroom a silk camldya to put round the 
waist of the bride. She is made to stand up nolens volens 
(usually nolens), and the bridegroom attempts to encompass 
her waist with the garment, but in most cases has to resort to 
the help of his relatives. All this time the bride neither sees 
nor hears, and after the ceremony the bridegroom, sitting on 
the bed near by, has his first look at his future life-partner. 
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The position is embarrassing for him, as all eyes, mostly 
critical, many disparaging, are fixed on him, and the 
accompanying comments are not always inaudible. 

While the bridegroom is paying this hymeneal penalty to 
the practices of his people, his friends are enjoying them- 
selves elsewhere. In Moorish circles every breakfast and 
dinner is an exact copy of the other — ^the same dishes, the 
same arrangement, the same drinks (hot and cold water), 
the same ‘‘ saldms'^'^ and “ alekamsP ^ 

The feast for the males over, the poor females take their 
turn. They likewise arrange themselves in the order of 
their castes, and otherwise go through precisely the same 
routine, except that no cJiantoshdm is expected of or given by 
them. While, however, no male condescends to carry home 
for the little ones any oE the sweetmeats served, their 
spouses do not hesitate to share that part of the contents of 
the tray among themselves for the purpose. At about 
12 n.M. or later they depart, and then the bridegroom dines 
for the first time in the bride’s house, with a few of her 
relatives. It is not till perhaps 2 A.M. that he retires to 
the bridal chamber. 

Early next morning the married sisters and female cousins 
or nearest female relations of the bridegroom visit the 
bride’s chamber and prepare her for the bath. Shortly after 
the newly-married couple are conducted under a white 
canopy, this time held aloft by fairer fingers, and with the 
same chorus of sitting side by side, are bathed. 

No males are permitted to be present. The bath over, the 
morning repast, consisting of milk-rice, cakes, and plantains, 
is served. The happy couple are seated on the floor and 
surrounded by the female friends of the two families, the 
ceremony of mutual feeding takes place. The bridegroom 
helping himself to a quantity of milk-rice,” mixes it with 
some sugar, mashed plantain, and more milk, in his plate, 


^ The usual Muslim salutation is “ as saldTtiu ^ale'kam,^'^ “ the peace of 
God he with you.”— -B,, Moiu See. 



No. 36.— 1888,] MABEIAOE CUSTOMS OF THE MOOES. 233 

and conveys three handfuls to the bride’s mouth. This she is 
made to swallow, whether she wills or not ; she in her turn 
must return the compliment in a precisely similar manner. 

This concludes the series of ceremonies, and the happy 
couple are left to themselves till the third day. On that day 
the bridegroom is expected to go out for the first time market- 
ing to buy madi- mw/ikdy waist mango ”). He returns home 
in the afternoon with four or five cooly-loads of all kinds of 
fruits, vegetables, and presents for the bride, her mother, and 
sisters, the presents usually assuming the form of camhdyas 
and cloths. On this night the bridegroom’s family is invited 
to dinner at the bride’s house, and the next night she and 
her family are similarly entertained at the bridegroom’s. 
From this time feasts at intervals take place at the houses of 
the mutual friends over a period of some months. The happy 
couple live in hina^ at least until the first child is born, but 
if a part of the house has been given in dowry, the best room 
is appropriated to them. 


* J.e., at the bride’s parents’ house. — B., JSoiu Sec, 
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THE ETHNOLOGY OP THE » MOORS” 
OF CEYLON. 

By the Hon. P. RAmanIthan. 

(Read April 26 , 1888 ,) 


HA.T section of our community whicli passes 
principally among our European settlers by tbe 
name of ‘‘Moors” number, according to tbe 
last Census, about 185,000 souls. They are all 
Muhammadans. In the Singhalese districts they 
occupy themselves with petty trade of all kinds, as pedlars 
and boutique (small shop) keepers. The poorer classes are 
mostly boatmen, fishermen, and coolies. In the Tamil pro- 
vinces they pursue agriculture and fishing. In physique and 
features they closely resemble the Tamils, and as to the 
language they speak, it is Tamil, even in purely Singhalese 
districts. I propose in this Paper to consider the nationality 
of this community. 

In ancient Roman history the name of Mauri frequently 
occurs as the inhabitants of Mauritania,^ the weBternmost 
country of North Africa, washed by the Atlantic on the west 
and the Mediterranean on the north. They were a nomadic, 
idolatrous, and illiterate race, and for many years vainly 
resisted the religion and power of the successors of Muham- 
mad. When they became converts to the new faith (A.C. 
698-709) their great ambition was to learn the language and 
afiEect the manners of the Arabs. In the words of Gibbon, 
they were “proud to adopt the language, name, and origin of 



^ Known to the G-reeks as Maurusia, and in later days to the 
Portuguese as Mdxuecos, and to the French as Marocco. In English it is 
Miirocco, and less correctly Morocco, 
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Arabs.” ^ The natives of Mauritania and of the regions 
extending eastwards to the Euphrates were known to the 
Greeks and Romans also by the name of Saracens, It is 
matter of history how this 

Countless multitude, 

Syrian, Moor, Saracen, fresh reneg’ade, 

Persian and Copt and Tartar in one bond 
Of erring faith, conjoined — strong in the youth 
And heat of zeal — a dreadful brotherhood,” 
overran Spain and attempted to conquer Europe north of the 
Pyrennees, and how their fate was decided by the dreadful 
battle fought on the plains of Tours.^ When the Portuguese 
navigated the eastern seas in the fifteenth century, and found 
Muhammadans along the western shores of India and Ceylon, 
they gave them the name of Moros^ which in English 
is “ Moors.” ^ In India that name is no longer used to denote 
Muhammadans ; but in Ceylon we continue to use it in a 
loose way, as if our information will not permit us to speak 
definitely, or to identify the nationality of this people. I 
believe that the honorific Mdt'^akar or Marikm\ which 
appears so often appended to a Muhammadan name both 
in South India and Ceylon, is a relic of Portuguese official 
language in a Tamil garb. It means a man of Maroceo,” 

* Decline and Fall of the Roman RmfiTC^ YI.jP* 353 (Dr. Smith’s ed.). 

2 Mr. Harris, who accompanied the British mission to Morocco last 
year (1887), gives a vivid account of the present condition of the Moors in 
the pages of the IlUistvated London JVeius^ from which I quote as follows : — 

The Moors, like all other dynasties, have risen and fallen, and though their 
fall was not as the fall of Egypt, Assyria, Greece, or Rome, yet it was 
to themselves as disastrous as any, for though they were not exterminated, 
they had to fly back to their wild African soil, where year by year they 
are sinking deeper into ignorance and bigotry. They have lost their 
activity, these Moors of to-day. Instead of leading his soldiers to battle, 
their Sultan sits in splendid halls, passing his life in indolence, save when, 
now and again on the march from one capital to another, he deigns to 
chastise some erring tribe with Are and sword. The Moors, whose ances- 
tors once conquered in almost every war they undertook, sit and sigh and 
sing quaint ballads to Granada, their mountain home in the Sierra Nevada,, 
and weep now and again over the keys of the houses which their ancestors 
possessed in Spain.” (Sept. 24, 1887.) 

3 So Hindus were called by them Gentios, in English “ Gentoos.” This 
word, too, has disappeared in India. 

49—89 


c 
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the final ar in mdrakar being the epicene particle in Tamil 
denoting respect 

In the Census Report of 1881 will be found a statement 
showing the distribution of the population of Ceylon accord- 
ing to religion and nationality. The total number of- 
Muhammadans is given as 197,775, under the following 
nationalities ” : — ^ 


Europeans 

... 

1 

Eurasians 

... 

4 

Sinhalese 


71 

Tamils ... 


715 

Malays ... 


... 8,857 

Moormen... 


... 184,536 

Others ... 


... 3,691 


Those who are classed as “ others ’’ include Afghans, 130 ; 
Arabs, 450 ; Dekkanese, 3 ; Hindustani, 164 ; Javanese, 3 ; 
Pathani, 1,210 ; Tulukkar (Turks), 128, &c. We have fairly 
clear ideas of the nationality of these Muhammadans : but 
what is the nationality of the “ Moormen ” ? 

The Registrar-General and other Commissioners appointed 
for the taking of the Census are not primarily responsible for 
the term ^‘Moor” representing a nationality in Ceylon. 
As I have said, our Portuguese conquerors applied the term 
to this community, not because that was the name it went by 
in its own circle or among its neighbours, but because, like 
the Moors of North Africa, its religion was Muhammadan. 
The political successors of the Portuguese — I mean the 
Dutch— took over the word and used it in a loose way to 
denote a class of people whose lingual and social characteristics 
they did not comprehend for several decades, either absolutely 
or relatively to the races which inhabit Ceylon and India. 
In the closing years of their rule, however, they were 


^ I do not see my way to deriving the word from the Arabic markhl^ 
a sMp,’* because tbe Tamil personal noun formed from it would be 
liamn or marliab-dl^ not marihar. In SipRalese, a Moor is commonly 
known as marcbltkaldlia-^ tbe tamdal or bead of a boat (cf . cbief 

of a village ”)? Tiiamlthcddha cannot be evolved from mar'k&b-&hd^ but is 
descended almost letter for letter from tbe Tamil word marahhalamt “ a 
wooden vessel.” 
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convinced that the Moors ” of Ceylon were, in the main, 
Tamil Muhammadans.^ But before the discovery could stamp 
itself on official documents and pass current in official lips, 
the English had arrived and found a world of work to do in 
supplying the material and moral wants of the country, 
without the leisure for entering upon ethnological questions. 
Their first Census of which we have any returns, and which 
was ordered in 1824, was therefore necessarily erroneous in 
classification, if not enumeration. The old term “Moors” 
was retained, as also I may say the old term “ Malabars for 
Tamils, who knew not that word even in dreams, as they say. 
The second Census taken in 1871, and the third and the last 
taken in 1881, eliminated “ Malabo” but retained “ Moors,” 
evidently because the Commissioners and other Eurox^ean 
officials have lacked the time or the opportunity for studying 
that community. By a similar misapi^rehension the 
“ Kandyans ” were thought to be different from the Siighalese 
even as late as 1866.^ 


^ See YaUntyn, ch. XY., p. 214. 

Biskop Caldwell says : — “ The Portuguese arrived first on the western 
coast of India, and naturally called tke language they found spoken on 
that coast loj the name by which the coast itself had long been called by 
their Arab predecessors, viz., Malabar*, Sailing from Malabar on voy^es 
of exploration, they made their acquaintance with, various places on the 
eastern or Coromandel coast, and also on the coast of Ceylon, and finding 
the language spoken by the fishing and sea-faring classes on the eastern 
coast similar to that spoken on the western, they came to the conclusion 
that it was identical with it, and called it, in consequence, by the same 
name, viz., Malabar, a name which has survived to our own day amongst 
the poorer classes of Europeans and Eurasians. The better educated 
members of those classes have long learned to call the language of the 
MalabS^r coast by its proper name, Malayalam, and the language of the 
■eastern coast Tamil,” — Com/paratim Qrarimar of the Dmrldian Lan- 
guages, Introd., p. 11 (2ud edition, 1875). 

^ In his Gazetteer, p, 115, Casie Chetty (writing in 1834) said: — 
“The vast difference which the Kandyans exhibit in their customs as well 
as in their style of dress has led almost all European writers to treat them 
as a distinct race of people.” And the G-overnment Agent of the North- 
Western Province said, in 1866, that the population of his Province 
consisted of “Kandyans, Singhalese, Moors, Malabars, and Mukkuwas.” 
ISossional Papers of the Legislative Council, 1866, p. 217.) He ought to 
have said “Sinhalese and Tamils,” for the last three classes are Tamil. 

c 2 
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It IB noteworthy that in the Eeport of the Census of British 
India for 1881 there are no returns relating to nationality^ 
but language is taken as equipollent to it. Surgeon-General 
E. Balfour, who is considered an authority on the sociology 
of Southern India, also uses language for nationality, as for 
instance in the following passage ; — “ The Haiderabad State 
has been formed from portions of four great nationalities 
the Oanarese, the Mahratta, the Telegu, and the Gond. The 
number speaking- the Gond language is not recorded, but 
out of a population of 9,845,591 the Telegu language is 
spoken by 4,279,108, the Mahratta by 3,147,746, and the 
Canarese by 1,238,519,” &c.^ Webster defines nationality to 
be a race or people determined by common language and 
character and not by political bias or divisions.” Professoi' 
MaxMiilier narrows this definition as follows : — ^‘If there is 
one safe exponent of national character it is language. Take 
away,” says he, the language of a people and you destroy at 
once that powerful chain of tradition in thought and sentiment 
which holds all the generations of the same race together — if 
we may use an unpleasant simile— like the chain of a gang of 
galley slaves. These slaves, we are told, very soon fall into 
the same pace without being aware that their movements 
depend altogether on the movements of those who walk before 
them. It is nearly the same with us. We imagine we are 
altogether free in our thoughts, original and independent, 
and we are not aware ^^hat our thoughts are manacled and 
fettered by language, and that, without knowing and without 
perceiving it, we have to keep pace with those who walked 
before us thousands and thousands of years ago. Language 
alone binds people together and keeps them distinct from 
others who speak different tongues. In ancient times parti- 
cularly ‘language and nations’ meant the same thing; and 
even with us our real ancestors are those whose language we 
speak, the fathers of our thoughts, the mothers of our hopes 
and fears. Blood, bones, hair, and colour are mere accidents, 


‘ Cited in the Indian Census Report for 1881, toI. L, p. 201. 
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utterly unfit to serve as principles of scientific classification 
for tliat great family of living beings, the essential character- 
istics of which are thought and speech, not fibrine, serum, or 
colouring matter, or whatever else enters into the composition 
of blood.” ^ Of a similar opinion is Sir William Hunter, as 
may be seen from the following passage, which, by the way, 
is a propos to the subject discussed in this paper : — “ Many 
storms of conquest (besides the Brahmanical and Buddhist 
invasions)have since swept over the land (Madras Presidency), 
and a few colonies of Mughal and Mahratta origin are to be 
found here and there. But the indelible evidence of lan- 
guage proves that the ethnical character of the population has 
remained stable under all their influences, and that the Madras 
Hindu, Muhammadan, Jain, and Christian are of the same 
Dravidian stock.” ^ 

If therefore we take language as the test of nationality, 
the Moors of Ceylon, who speak as their vernacular the Tamil, 
must be adjudged Tamils. But as some ethnologists, like 
Dr. Tylor, maintain that language of itself affords only partial 
evidence of race,^ I shall dive a little deeper and prove that 
the conclusion I have arrived at is supported as much by the 
history of the Moors (so far as it may be ascertained) as by 
their social customs and physical features. 

Those returned in the Census of 1881 as Moors ” are to 


1 Chips fro'ni a German IHi, p. 265 C'Comisli Antiquities 

- Gazetteer of India^ s. “ Madras Presidency.” 

3 See article ^‘Anthropology ” in EncyclopcecUa Britannlea^ 9tli edition, 
p. 119. 

Speaking of the significance attached in modem days to 

linguistic affinities, Sir Henry Maine says : — “ If you examine the bases 
proposed for common nationality before the new knowledge growing out 
of the study of Sanskrit had been popularised in Europe, you will find 
them extremely unlike those which are now advocated, and even passion- 
ately advocated, in parts of the Continent. For the most part the older 
bases theoretically suggested were common history — common, prolonged 
suhjection to the same sovereign, common institutions, common religion, 
sometimes a common language, but then a common vernacular language. 
That people not necessarily understanding one another’s tongue should 
be grouped together politieally ou the ground of linguistic affinities 
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13e found in 

every part of the Island. Their 

distribution. 

according to number is as follows : — 


In the District of Eatticaloa ... 

27,000 

In the City of Oolomho 

23,600 

In the District of Kandy 

22,000 

Do. 

Kalutara 

12,800 

Do. 

Puttalam 

12,500 

Dc. 

G-alle Ml 

11,000 

Do. 

Kurundgala ... 

9,400 

Do. 

Kuwarakaldviya 

7,800 

Do. 

Manner 

6,600 

Do. 

BaduHa 

6,000 

Do. 

Matale 

5,900 

Do. 

Trincomalee... 

6,700 

Do, 

KdgaUa 

5,000 

Do. 

Matara 

5,000 

Do. 

Colombo 

4,300 

Do. 

Jaffna 

2,600 

Do. 

Negombo 

2,500 

Do. 

Eatnapura ... 

1,500 

Do. 

Nuwara Eliya 

1,400 

Do. 

Hambantofca ... 

1,200 

Do. 

Yavuniya- Yilapkulam 

700 

Do. 

Mullaittivu ... 

400 


This commximtyj numbering (as I have said) nearly 185,000' 
souls, includes those who are commonly known in our Law- 
Courts as “ Ceylon Moormen ” and “ Coast Moormen.” The 
former class represents (as I shall show^) the earliest settlers 


assumed to prove community of descent, is quite a new idea. Nevertheless, 
we owe to it, at all events in part, the vast development of Gl-erman 
nationality : and we certainly owe to it the pretensions of the Eussian 
Empire to at least a presidency over all Sclavonio communities .” — YiTiaga 
Qommnmitws in the Bmt an^ West P - 210 (3rd edition), 

As regards the relation between Tamils and Moors, it is not a question 
of linguiatio affinities,” but a common vernacular language.” 

Dr. Tylor admits that, “ as a rule, language at least proves some pro- 
portion of ancestry — affords at least partial evidence of race.” (Page 120, 
art. Anthropology.”) 

By tracing the history, that is, the descent of the Moors, I confirm the 
evidence afforded by the language used by them. And I still further- 
strengthen my conclusion by showing that their social customs- and 
physical features are in the main Tamil. 

»Seep. 255. 
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who have lived in this country for several generations. The 
latter class represents those who have arrived from either the 
coast or the inner districts of South India for purposes of 
trade, and who intend to return to their homes. Hence the 
distinction which the “ Ceylon Moor ” draws between himself 
and the ‘‘Coast Moor” when he calls himself Ghdnalian and 
his co-religionist from South India Gliammdn'kdran^ a com- 
pound word made up perhaps of the Malay sampan^ “ boat,” 
and Tamil kdran^ “man.”^ The Sinhalese being aware that 
not only the “Coast Moors” but also the “Ceylon Moors” 
came from abroad in sailing vessels, call them indiscriminately 
Marahhaldha, derived obviously from the Tamil word maram 
“ wood,” and Imlam “vessel.” As to the respective numbers of 
these two classes, it was estimated in 1886 (on the evidence 
of several Muhammadan gentlemen) by the Sub-Committee 
of the Legislative Council which was appointed to consider 
and report upon the Muhammadan Marriage Registration 
Ordinance, that fully one-third of the “ Moors ” along the 
maritime country from KaliDitiya to Matara are “Coast 
Moors,” and I have good reason for saying that much more 
than one-half of the “ Moors ” in the northern, eastern, and 
inland districts are also “ Coast Moors.” It may therefore 
be concluded that the 185,000 Moors in the Island are divi- 
sible almost equally between “ Ceylon Moors ” and “ Coast 
Moors.” The English in South India call the Muhammadans 
from whom our Ghammdnkdrar are (XvdirNnLe'bhes or Luhhays^ 
most probably because Lehle is a common ending to their 
names.2 The “Lebbes” call themselves, and are called 


^ In Crawford’s Malay Dtctkmary^ jnny is given for “a large native 
vessel,” prau for “ a boat,” and sampan for “a small boat.” For a vessel 
of European build and form ” he gives liappal^ which is of course Tamil. If 
CharmiaTiMidra'i} is not to be derived from sampan, is it too much to derive 
it from cTidman, things,” wares,” in which case it would literally mean 
“a dealer in wares, a pedlar ”2 Of. Cliammdnkodu, the name commonly 
given for Bankshall street in Colombo ; Jlamhantota, in the Southern 
Province ; Cliamman-t'afai, in the Batticaloa District. 

2 I have not been able to ascertain whence the word IMe or hibkay 
is derived, Freytag, in his ATodiic^Ijatin Dictionary, gives lahil) (pi, aliVba) 
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by tbe Tamils, Gh6mhm% on wMch term I shall comment 
hereafter.^ 

In order to appreciate the relations (social, lingual, and 
physical) which the Coast Moors ” bear to the “ Ceylon 
Moors,” and which both bear to the rest of the Muhammadans 
in India, we haTC to remember a few facts brought to light by 
the Census of 1881. Of the fifty millions of Muhammadans 
on that peninsula, Bengal claims 21,800,000 (or 31 per cent, 
of the Hindus); Punjab 11,700,000 (or 51 per cent.); the 
North-Western Provinces and Oude 6,300,000 (or 14 per 
cent.); the Bombay Presidency 3,700,000 (or 18 per cent.); 
the Madras Presidency 1,900,000 (or 6 per cent.); Assam 
1,300,000 (or 27 per cent.); the State of Haiderabad 930,000 
(or 9 per cent.); Rajaputana 860,000 (or 9 per cent.); and 
Central India 510,000 (or 6 per cent.). It will thus be seen 
that Islam is as strong in North India, where Hindustani is 
the ruling language, as it is weak in the Madras Presidency, 
where Tamil is the ruling language. It is also certain that 
more than 50 per cent, of the Muhammadans of this Presidency 
are found in the districts of the extreme south, namely, 
Tinnevelli, Madura, Malabar, and Tanjore,^ and that while 


as meaning “ intelligent, prudent” (literally, ‘‘having a heart,” luh')^ and 
luHalM as meaning “here I am, I am yonr servant,” &o. He further 
says that in the Hamamy p. 789, hiblay is used as a noun, whether sub- 
stantive Or proper he does not mention. Perhaps when affixed to 

a name, means “ a pmidit^ a learned man.’’ 

The “ Moors ” say it means “ priest,” but the religion of Muhammad does 
not admit of priests, as we understand it. It recognises imam, the leader 
at prayers ; and a hJiatih, the preacher, A manlavi is a teacher, and muazzm 
is a crier who summons the congregation to prayers. 

' Seep, 257. 

2 The Muhammadans in the Madras Presidency are distributed as 
follows in its twenty districts : — 


Malabar 

662,000 

North Ar cot 

82,000 

Madura 

141,000 

Karnual 

82,000 

Tan j ore 

112,000 

Bellary 

70,000 

Cuddappah 

98,000 

Nellur 

61,600 

Tinnevelli 

90,000 

Salem 

51,000 

Kistna 

87,000 

South Arcot 

49,000 

South Kanara ... 

83,000 

Grodaveri 

39,000 
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nearly all the Muhammadans of Malabar are Mdpillas^ nearly 
all the Muhammadans in Tinnevelli, Madura, and Tanjore are 
Luhlays. The figures, in round numbers, are these : — Of the 
1,935,000 Muhammadans, 515,000 are Lubbays (speaking the 
Tamil language); 496,000 are Mapillas (speaking the Malai- 
yalam language); and the rest are Shaiks, Sayyids, Pathans, 
and Mughals (speaking mostly the Hindustani language).^ 
Hindustani, as is -well known, is a language of modern 
creation, being the camp language of the motley crowd of 
Mughals, Pathans, Persians, and Turks, and Punjabis, Hindis, 
Urdus, and other native inhabitants of India, who formed the 
soldiers and camp followers of the Muhammadan conquerors. 
The Hindustani-speaking Muhammadans of the present day 
in India are partly the descendants of this heterogenous 
body through Indian mothers. The wave of Islam, it is well 
to bear in mind, entered through the Punjab, gathered 
strength all along the North-Western Provinces, Oude, and 
Bengal, and only feebly touched the Madras Presidency, As 
to the date of the conversion and the manner in which it took 
place in the Punjab, the following remarks of Mr. Ibbetson are 
valuable, as they throw some light into the course of conver- 
sion among the Tamil and Malaiyalam-speaking Muhamma- 
dans. Speaking of the Western Punjab, Mr. Ibbetson^ says: — 
‘'Parishta puts the conversion of the Afghan mountaineers 
of our frontier and of the Gakkhars of the Rawalpindi division 
at the beginning of the thmteenth century, and it is certain that 
the latter were still Hindus when they assassinated Mohammed 
Ghori in A.D. 1206.” Of the Eastern Punjab he remarks : — “The 
people of these districts very generally refer their change of 
faith to the reign of Aurangzeb (1658-1707), and it is probable 


Ooimbatur 

Trichuopoly 

Cliengalput 


38.000 

34.000 

25.000 


Yizagapatam ... 21,000 

G-anjam ... 6,000 

Nilgiris . 3,600 

City of Madras, 50,000 

* See Hunter’s Imperial Gazetteer of India, r. Madras Presidency ” 
and Malabar ” 

- See Report of tbe Census of British India, voL III., p. 3dx. 
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that the tradition very nearly expresses the truth. Under the 
Afghan dynasties, while the great provincial governors were 
always Muhammadans, the local administration would appear- 
to have been in a great measure left in the hands of Hindu 
chiefs who paid tribute and owed allegiance to the Sultan of 
Delhi. It is tolerably certain that little attempt was made 
at proselytising under the free-thinking Akbar. It would 
appear, however, that during his reign and those of his 
immediate successors the character of the administration 
changed considerably — a more direct and centralised control 
being substituted for an almost purely feudal system. The 
change gave the people Musalm^n governors in the place of 
Hindus, and must have greatly facilitated the systematic 
persecution of the infidel which was instituted by Aurangzeb, 
by far the most fanatical and bigoted, and probably the first 
who was a bigot, among the emperors of Delhi. The local 
traditions tell us that in many cases the ancestor of the 
present Musalman branch of a village community adopted 
Islam in order to save the land of the village from confisca- 
tion.” And he continues ; — In the eastern portion of the 
Punjab the faith of Islam in anything like its original 
purity was till qixite lately to be found only among the 
Saiyads, Pathdns, Arabs, and other Musalmans of foreign 
origin, who were for the most part settled in towns. The 
so-called Musalmans of the villages were Musalmans in little 
but name. They practised circumcision, repeated the 
or Muhammadan profession of faith, and worshipped the 
village deities. But after the mutiny (1857) a great revival 
took place. Muhammadan priests travelled far and wide 
through the country, preaching the true faith and calling 
upon believers to abandon their idolatrous practices. And 
now almost every village in which Musalmans own any con- 
siderable portion has its mosque, often a dome only, while 
all the grosser and more open idolatries have been dis- 
continued. But the villager of the East is still a very bad 
Musalman. A peasant saying his prayers in the field is a 
sight almost unknown, the fasts are almost universally 
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disregarded, and there is still a very large admixture of Hindu 
practice.” This quotation, while showing that the Musalman 
religion was introduced into the Western Punjab in the 
thirteenth and into the Eastern Punjab in the seventeenth 
century, serves also to show that even in the premier province 
of Islam, the highway of all Muhammadan conquerors, its 
votaries are mostly converts from the Hindu races, which 
occupy that part of the country, without an appreciabJe 
admixture of blood with that of the f oreigners. It further 
shows that favouring times and a succession of a few but 
zealous missionaries may effect in less than five, indeed two, 
centuries the conversion of hundreds of thousands, nay 
millions, of people, for the Punjab has nearly twelve millions 
of Muhammadans against nearly ten millions of Hindus. 

The Islam of the Mapillas in South India has an almost 
similar but earlier history. The tradition among them, as 
reported in the Imperial Gazetteer of India} is that in A.C. 
844 an Arab ship, or bagala^ was wrecked on the island of 
Chaliyam formed by the Beypiir and Kadelundi rivers, and 
that the local Hindu ruler, whose policy was to foster trade, 
received kindly the thirteen Arabs who were saved, and 
granted them lands, whereupon other Muhammadans arrived, 
together with a few enthusiastic missionaries. The Mapillas, 
says the same authority, are Malaiyalam converts to Islam from 
various castes. “A sea-faring life, trade with Arabia, and Arab 
missionaries, led to extensive conversion among the Malabar 
fishing races. At one time, after the European nations 
appeared in Eastern seas, conversion was largely promoted by 
the Zamorin of Calicut, with a view to procure seamen to 
defend the towns on the coast.” ^ The reason of the conver- 
sion is correctly given in the following passage: — ‘‘Hindus 
found an easy refuge from their own stringent caste laws, 
which debarred them from sea-faring pursuits, in the open 
arms of Isl4m,” ^ Quilon was the principal port of Malabar 

' Vol. VL, p. 24:7, and vol. II, p. 330 (1st edition). 

* Vol. IX., p, 23 (2nd edition). 

^ Vol. VI., p. 247 (Ist edition). 
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•wliicli attracted traders from Arabia from the earliest times, 
bnt the Mapillas, previotis to the seventh century, saw nothing 
in their tenets or practices worthy of acceptance or imitation, 
for, like themselves, the foreigners were idolatrous and exclu- 
sive. Indeed, up to the ninth century the Mapillas do not 
appear to have come in contact with Muhammadans. As 
already stated, it was only since A.O. 844 that the Arab 
Muhammadans who were wrecked at Ohaliyam, and the 
missionaries who followed them, were able to offer to intend- 
ing proselytes freedom from the trammels of caste, assurances 
of esteem, and protection and the privilege of messing together 
at the same board. From that time forward Quilon, called 
Kolldm by the natives, and Oalicut (properly Koli Koddai, 
“cockfort”)! opened up to their inhabitants adventurous 
careers on the sea, through which alone in those days a com- 
petency was possible to those who held no lands of their own. 
The people had also the example of their Raja, Cheruman 
Perumal,^ who espoused the new religion, and, giving up 
kingdom and family, retired to Mekka, The converts, high 
and low, though devoted to Islam, adhere more or less to the 
present day to their own native customs and speak the 
Malaiyalam language. 

Some centuries later we observe another town full of 
Muhammadans risen into importance on the south-eastern 
sea-board of the Tamil country, some five and twenty miles 
below the modern Tuticorin. Its name was Kdyctl-paddanam^ 
or the town Kayal,” which is of special interest to us, because 
not only has it been the principal city of the Lebbes, but the 


^ But see Jlal^son Jolson^ “ Quilon ” 

- He was a Tamil, and Viceroy of the Paijdiyan king for the country 
along the western coast of India, from Cape Comorin to G-6karna in the 
South Canara District. In his day the people of Malaiyalam were Tamils, 
who so loved Cheruman that he had no difficulty in proclaiming his own 
independence. The work entitled KeraUl^atti refers to his times. See 
also Mr, Bogan’s Manual of Malalar, published recently, and believed to 
he a work of high authority, the author having been Collector of the 
District for many years. 
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tradition tkere — and indeed in Ceylon — ^is, that a colony there- 
from settled at Bernwala, near Kalntara, 'which is admittedly 
one of the earliest centres, if not the very earliest centre, of 
Isldm in the Island. In 1290 the condition of this town is 
described as follows by Marco Polo : — Gail is a great and 
noble city and belongs to Ashar, the eldest of the five brother 
kings. It is at this city that all the ships touch that come 
from the west, as from Hormos and from Kis (an island in 
the Persian Gulf), and from Aden and all Arabia, laden with 
horses and with other things for sale. And this brings a 
great concourse of peoi^le from the country round about, and 
so there is great business done in this city of Gail.” ^ Bishop 
Caldwell, commenting on this passage, says : — Kayal stood 
originally on or near the sea-beach, but it is now about a 
mile and a half inland, the sand carried down by the river 
(Tamraparni, on which it stands) having silted up the ancient 
harbour and formed a waste sandy tract between the sea 
and the town. It has now shrunk into a petty village.” 
Consequent upon the desertion of the sea, another town 
had to be founded, which bears the same name, Kayal. Dr. 
Caldwell observes that it is admitted by its inhabitants that 
the name of Kdyal-paddanam has been given to it as a 
reminiscence of the older city, and that its original name 
was Ghonalcar-paddancim^ or ^‘the town of the ChoRakar,” 
which, I have said, is the name applied by the Tamils to the 
Mapillas, Lebbes, and Moors, and assumed by these 
communities to distinguish themselves from the other 
religionists of Tamil India. 

It appears to me that Kayal contains the keystone of the 
history of the Tamil Muhammadans, just as Quilon and 
Calicut contain that of the Malaiyalam Muhammadans. The 
tradition in Kayal is, that a few missionaries or teachers from 
Cairo landed there and made it their headquarters in the 
early part of the ninth century. In fact, it is said that Kayal, 


^ Col. Yule’s translation, vol. II., p. 357. 
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or Oail, is only another form of Cairo, properly Kahira.^ 
The simplicity of the new creed, especially at a time when 
the masses knew not whether to follow the Saivite sages or 
their opponents, the Vishniiite Achariyas, was so attractively 
preached that great numbers of Tamils of various castes were 
converted. Negapatam, Nagur, Atirampet, and Kilakkarai 
soon became other centres of proselytism. In the tenth century 
the Chola dynasty overthrew the neighbouring sister king- 
doms of the Cheraand Pandiya,^ and reigned paramount from 
the vicinity of Madras to Cape Comorin. It was doubtless 
subsequent to this period that the Tamil Muhammadans 
of South India became known as the “Choliya Muham- 
madans,” or more commonly Ghdliyar^ or people of the Tamil 
country called Chdla-desam, To this day the Hindustani 
Muhammadan speaks of his southern co-religionist as 
^‘Choliya,” for, save as to religion, the vast majority of the 
Chdliyar are Tamils in point of language, general appearance, 
and social customs, and for the following reason. 

The men of Cairo, who are said to have originally settled 
at Kayal, could not have been very many : including 
priests and laymen, the proportion which they bore to 
the annually increasing number of native converts must 
have naturally diminished in an inverse ratio. In the course 
of a century, after the arrival of the foreigners at that town, 
it is perhaps too much to suppose that they could have repre- 
sented even five per cent, of the proselytes. There are at the 
present day 164,000 Christians among the Sinhalese and 82,000 
among the Tamils, against 422 missionaries and ministers, 


^Perhaps there is some truth in this tradition, seeing that in the 
marriage contract or Mduttmi (properly haditam^ Tamil for “ a paper ”) 
the mohr is always stipulated to be paid in JSgy;ptian gold.'* The same 
currency is referred to in the Ceylon haditam. 

2 These three Tamil kingdoms occupied the whole of South India. 
The Chdla kings originally reigned north of the Kaveri, having for their 
capital a city near the site of the modem Triohnopoli. The capital city 
of the Pancjiyans was Madura, and that of the Chdras, Karur, in the district 
of Koimhatur. 
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of wlioirL only 110 are Europeans.^ For the purpose of 
accounting for all this conversion, is it necessary to assume 
that the European ministers, or their predecessors in office, 
intermarried with the classes they had been converting ? It 
might be said that the European clergy have either led a life 
of celibacy or come to the scene of their labours with their 
wives, and that the Egyptians and Arabs were situated 
difEerently. It is true that the latter had the sea-borne trade 
in their hands in the East previous to the advent of the 
Europeans, and were to be seen in almost every port of im- 
portance in India and Ceylon, but what evidence is there 
that, abandoning finally their own homes and their love of 
sea-faring life, they settled for good in South India or Ceylon 
in vast numbers ? The mistake consists in assuming that a 
great proportion of the Africans, Arabians, and Persians who 
navigated the Indian Ocean made new homes for themselves 
on these shores, as if the pressure of population in their old 
homes was too severely felt, or the advantages of the self- 
imposed banishment outweighed the sorrows of parting from 
their country, family, and early associations. The truth, 
therefore, appears to be that only a small proportion of these 
traders domiciled themselves in South India and Ceylon, and 
that whatever changes have been wrought in the manners 
and customs of the native converts are due as much to con- 
tact with the passing traders as to the more permanent 
example and teaching of the smaller knot of* resident 
foreigners. See, for instance, what vast changes have come 
over non-Christian Tamils and Sinhalese by mere association, 
in the course of business, with a handful of Europeans ! But 
change of manners and customs does not indicate change of 
blood. Considering that not much more than 100 Europeans 
have laboured in the cause of Christianity at any given period 
in the Island, and have made as many as 250,000 converts 
during three centuries, it may be concluded that the Egyp- 
tians and Arabs who settled at Kdyal could not have infused 


^ Ceylon Ceneus for 1881 . 
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th.eir blood among the converts to so great an extent as to 
materially alter their character. Small as this fusion of 
blood mnst have been in the first instance, it -wonld grow 
weaker and weaker as each generation of descendants got 
further and further removed from the original Arab or 
Egyptian ancestor. Hence it is that the Choliyas continue to 
be in point of language, features, physique, and social customs 
still Tamils in all respects except religion. 

In a paper read by Sir William Hunter^ before the 
Society of Arts on Religions of India^ he refuted the idea 
that “ Isldm in India is that of a conquering creed which set 
tip powerful dynasties, who in their turn converted, more or 
less by force, the races under their sway,” and pointed out 
that the part of Northern India which is most strongly 
Muhammadan is the part most remote from the great centres 
of Muhammadan rule. “ The explanation is,” he said, that 
in Northern India Islam found itself hemmed in by strongly 
organised forms of Hindaism of a high type, on which it 
could make but slight impression. Indeed, Hinduism here 
re-acted so powerfully on Islam that the greatest of the 
Mughal sovereigns, Akbar, formally renounced the creed of 
the Prophet and promulgated a new religion for the empire 
constructed out of the rival faiths.” He then described the 
process of conversion as follows : the Muhammadan mission- 
aries and adventurers penetrated into outlying districts far 
removed from the influence of the higher forms of Hinduism, 
and preached there to the masses who were socially of low 
standing. And he continues : — ‘‘ To these poor people, 
fishermen, hunters, pirates, and low-caste tillers of the soil, 
whom Hindliism had barely admitted within its pale, Islam 
came as a revelation from on high. It was the creed of the 
governing race ; its missionaries were men of zeal, who 
brought the Gospel of the unity of God and the equality of 
man in its sight to a despised and neglected population. 


^ On February 24, 1888. 
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The initiatory rite rendered relapse impossible, and made the 
proselyte and his posterity true believers for ever.” 

In the early part of this Paper ^ I said that about one-half 
of the number of those whom the Ceylon Census returned 
as Moors were Coast Moors,” that is, Choliyas,” or, as the 
English call them, Lubbays.” In the District of Batticaloa, 
which is the premier district of Islam in the Island, the 
Muhammadans call themselves ‘‘ Soni,” or “ Choni,” which 
appears to be only another form of Choli. Indeed, Mr. Pybus, 
who was accredited in 1762 by the Government of Madras 
to the court of the King of Kandy, speaks of the inhabitants 
of the Eastern Province, where he landed, as “ Choliyars and 
Malabars.” He evidently believed that all those whom we 
call Moors were Choliya,” for he says : — Such trade as the 
Island affords (exclusive, I mean, of what the Dutch reserve 
to themselves) is carried on by Choliyars, of whom there are 
great numbers at all the principal settlements belonging to 
the Dutch and along the sea-coast ; many at Candia and 
others interspersed in villages in different parts of the 
country.” ^ 

We are now in a position to deal with the question 
whether the Ceylon Moors ” have a history different from 
that of the “Choliyas” (“Lebbes,” “Coast Moors”) which 
I have just outlined. In the Transactions of the Royal 
Asiatic Society Sir Alexander Johnston says: — “The first 
Muhammadans who settled in Ceylon were, according to the 
tradition which prevails among their descendants, a portion 
of those Arabs of the house of Hashim who were driven from 
Arabia in the early part of the eighth century by the tyranny 
of the Caliph Abd-al-melek Ben Merwan, and who, proceed- 
ing from the Euphrates southward, made settlements in the 
Concan, in the southern parts of the peninsula of India, on 
the Island of Ceylon, and at Malacca. The division of them 
which came to Ceylon formed eight considerable settlements 


* 8ee p. 241. 

49—89 


' Mission to the Kkig of Kandy ^ pp. 36 and 41. 

B 
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along tlie north-east, north, and western coasts of that Island, 
viz., one at Trincomalee, one at Jaffna, one at Mantota 
and Mannar, one at Ooodramale, one at Pnttalani, one at 
Colombo, one at Barbaryn, and one at Point-de-6alle.” ^ 

It is difficnlt to conceive an array of hag alas sailing together 
in those early ages for over two thousand miles on the fitful 
Indian Ocean, and making for the different ports above- 
mentioned in different parts of the Island, as if there were 
agents in those places appointed to receive the unfortunate 
men. But a grander difficulty exists. The Arab exiles were, 
or were not, aecompanied by their wives and daughters. If 
they were so accompanied and settled with them in purely 
Sinhalese districts like Kalutara and Galle, why did they 
abandon both the Arabic and Sinhalese and take to the 
Tamil ? Or, if they came to Ceylon without their women and 
took Sinhalese wives, why has the same survival of the Tamil 
language occurred ? It is impossible to accept this version 
of wholesale Arab colonisation. It is too elaborate and inex- 
plicable. But the crowning absurdity of the tradition 
remains yet to be mentioned. Hashim, the son of Abdul 
Manif , was the father of Abdul Muttalib, who was the father 
of Abduhah, and grandfather of Muhammad the Prophet. 
In so great veneration is the memory of Hashim held by the 
Arabs, that among them the family of Muhammad are called 
Hashimites, as Mr. Keene says in Ms Oriental Biographical 
Dictionary : consequently, the Ceylon Moors would all be 
Sayyids ! — ^which they are not, and do not profess to be, 
being only Sunnis of the ShS^fa’i sect. Sir Emerson Tennent 
discredits the story for other reasons. He observes : — The 
Moors, who were the informants of Sir Alexander Johnston, 
probably spoke on the equivocal authority of the Tohfut-ul 
mujahideen^ which is generally, but erroneously, described 
as a narrative of the settlement of the Muhammadans in 
Malabar. Its second chapter gives an account of the manner 
in which the Muhammadan religion was first propagated 


^ VoL I.j p. 538, 
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there, and states that its earliest apostles were a Sheik and his 
companions who touched at Cranganore about A.O. 822, when 
•on their journey as pilgrims to the sacred footprint on Adam’s 
Peak.” ^ The tradition reported by Sir Alexander Johnston 
may be a wild exaggeration of that mentioned in the TohfuU 
ul Mujahidin^ or of that which prevails .among the Mapillas, 
to the effect that their conversion was due to the Arab 
mariners who were wrecked off Beypur in A.C. 844. At any 
rate, there is a tradition in Ceylon, which is referred to by 
Casie Chetty^ (and, so far as the circumstances, but not the 
years, are concerned, is not at all improbable), that the 
ancestors of the “Ceylon Moors” formed their first settle- 
ment in Kayal-paddanam in the ninth century, and that 
many years afterwards, in the 402nd year of the Hijra, 
corresponding to A.O. 1024, a colony from that town migrated 
and settled at Barberyn (Beruwala), I have already called 
attention to the belief current in South India that Beruwala 
is a colony of Kayal. 

The discrepancy between the dates of colonisation given 
in the ti'adition reported by Casie Chetty and that reported 
by Sir Alexander Johnston is irreconcilable, as the one 
refers to the early part of the ninth century and the other to 
the early part of the eleventh century. In this state of conflict 
we naturally turn to the history and literature of the Siijha- 
lese for some light. The Malmvanm makes no mention 
whatever of the Moors ( Yonnu, MaraJcladayo) ; but the 
Rdjdvaliya ^ records that a great number of them arrived in 
1505 from Kayal-paddanam, and attemi^ted to settle by force at 
Chilaw, and were beaten back by DharmmaParakramaBtihu. 
An earlier reference is contained in the Paravi Sandesa 
(“Pigeon Message”), a poem written by Totagamuwe 
Rahula Sthaviro, and addressed to the godVishuu at Devundra 
(Dondra) Devale. The pigeon is made to stai't from Jaya- 
wardhana Kotte (the modern Cotta near Colombo), where 


ijTeniient’s Ceylon^ yoL L, p, 630, note (1)' 

® Upham’s translation, p. 


Ceylon Gazetteer^ p, 254 f 


274. 
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Sri Parakrama Baku (1410-61) was then ruling, and to f.y 
along seYeral villages to Dondra, carrying the prayer that that 
monarch might be preserved and blessed. One of the villages' 
on the route is Bernwala, which is described to be in the 
occupation of ‘‘cruel and lawless Bamburas ” {^(Al.mUchcliaSy 
“ barbarians ”). Another poem, the Kokila Sandesa^ written 
by Irugal Kulatilaka Sami, in the same reign, alludes to Bern- 
wala in similar language. I have not had time to get at 
earlier references in Sii^halese literature, hut I suspect none 
such exist. We have, however, some information from 
foreign sources. In 1350 John de Maidgnolli was wrecked 
on the coast of Ceylon at “ Perivilis,” which is supposed to 
he Beruwala. “ Here,” he says, “ a certain tyrant, by name 
Coya Jaan, an eunuch, had the mastery in opposition to the 
lawful king. He was an accursed Saracen,” i.e., Muham- 
madan. We are also told that by means of his great treasures 
he had gained possession of this part of the country. He 
rohhed De Marignolli of the valuable gifts he was carrying 
home to the Pope. ^ Ibn Batuta visited the Island six years 
earlier (in 1344), but makes no mention whatever of Beruwala, 
though it lay directly on his route from Galle to Colombo. 
He refers to Galle as a small town, to Colombo as the seat of 
a pirate in command of five hundred Abysinnians, and to 
Battalah (Puttalam) as the capital of a Tamil king, Arya 
Chakkaravartti,“ one of the perverse and unjust,” as the devout 
traveller says, hut of whose hospitality he is loud in praise A 
By the light of these passages, and the circumstance that 
the Sinhalese did not know in the early part of the fifteenth 
century any more of the colonists who were found settled at 
Beruwala than that they were barbarians, we may safely 
conclude that B4ruwala had not been seized upon by the 
Muhammadans in 1344; that that hamlet, Galle, and 
Puttalam, which are commonly believed to have received the 


* Yule’s Cathmj^ p. 357. 

^ tfournal of the Royal Asiatie Sooiety, Ceylon Branch, vol. VII., p, 66,. 
of the extra number. 
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.earliest Mnliammadan settlements, did not contain any snch. 
•colonies at that period ; and that, though Arabs, Egyptians, 
Abysinnians, and other Africans may have constantly come 
to and gone from Ceylon, as merchants, soldiers, and tourists, 
long before the fourteenth century, comparatively few of them 
domiciled themselves in the Island ; and that the settlement 
at Beruwala, which the Ceylon Muhammadans generally 
admit to be the first of all their settlements, took place not 
earlier than the fourteenth century, say A.C. 1350. We may 
also safely conclude that this colony was an offshoot of Kayal- 
paddanam, and that the emigrants consisted largely of a rough 
and ready set of bold Tamil converts, determined to make 
themselves comfortable by the methods usual among unscru- 
pulous adventurers. Having clean shaven heads and straggling 
beards ; wearing a costume which was not wholly Tamil, 
nor yet Arabic or African even in part ; speaking a low Tamil 
interlarded with Arabic expressions ; slaughtering cattle with 
their own hands and eating them ; given to predatory habits, 
and practising after their own fashion the rights of the 
Muhammadan faith ; — ^they must indeed have struck the Sing- 
halese at first as a strange people deserving of the 
epithet “barbarians.” It is only natural that other colonies 
should have gone forth from Kayal-paddanam, and not only 
added to the population of Beruwala, but settled at other 
places, such as Batticaloa, Puttalam, &c. With the advent of 
the Europeans, communication with “ the fatherland of the 
Chonahar” (as Kayal is known) and Ceylon grew feeble, and 
during the time of the Dutch must have practically ceased, 
because the Muhammadan settlers, from their obstinate refusal 
to become Christians, became objects of persecution to the 
Hollanders, who imposed all manner of taxes and disquali- 
fications on them. The distinction which the “ Ceylon 
Moor” draws between himself and the “Coast Moor” 
(JJJiamnidnhdran) is evidently the result of the cessation of 
intercourse thus produced and continued for several decades 
between the mother-country and her colonies. 

Having thus shown that the history of the Moors of 
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Ceylon, no less then the langnage they speak, proves them to 
be Tamils, it remains to consider their social customs and 
physical features. But I do not propose to dwell at length 
on these points, not only because they are apparent to most 
of us who reside in the Island, and this Paper has far exceeded 
the limits I set upon it, but also because, in January last, 
when Mr, Bawa’sPaper on the Marriage Customs of the Moors 
of Ceylon was read, I pointed out what the requirements of a 
marriage were according to the law of the Proiohet, but how 
different were the rites and customs practised by the Moors, and 
how many of those customs, such as the stridJicmaon (indepen- 
dent of the molir^thedldtti ceremony, the bridegroom wear- 
ing jewels though prohibited by the law, the tying of the tdl% 
the bride wearing the Mrai offered by the bridegroom, and 
the eating of the patohoru^ were all borrowed from the Tamils* 
I also commented on other customs, such as the absence of 
the purdah system (or rigid seclusion of women), and of 
prayer in the streets and other public places, both of which 
customs are foreign to Tamils, but germane to Egyptians and 
many clans of Arabs. 

I shall therefore pass on to their physical features. Of 
these, the best marked race-characters, according to Dr* 
Tylor,^ are the colour of the skin, structure and arrangement 
of the hair, contour of the face, stature, and conformation of 
the skull. On all these points there is, in my oi>inion, no 
appreciable difference between the average 'Tamil and the 
average Moor. If he were dressed up like a Tamil he 
would pass easily for a Tamil, and vice versa. As re- 
gards cranial measurements, I would add that in a 
famous trial for murder (known as “’the Ohetty street 
murder case ”), in which I appeared in 1884 as counsel, I 
had to be in consultation with three of our leading doctors of 
medicine and surgery (having large experience of the country 
and its people)^ on the question whether the skull produced 

^ Art. ‘‘Anthropology” in Bnoyclo^cBdia BritcminiGCo, 9th edition, p. 111. 

2 Dr. J. L, Vanderstraaten, Surgeon-Major It. A. White, M.K.C.S 

and Dr. W. G-. Vandort, m.b., cm. 
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the case was the skull of a Tamil or not, and they were 
unanimously of opinion that it might be as much the skull 
of a Moorman or a Si:ghalese as of a Tamil : so difficult 
would it be to distinguish between the skulls of the three sec- 
tions of our community ! The results of Prof. R. Virchow’s 
inquiry into the physical anthropology of the races of Ceylon, 
as contained in his Paper on the Veddas of Ceylon and their 
relation to the neighbouring Tribes,^ are unfortunately of 
little value from his want of local knowledge, which prevents 
him from discriminating between the right and the wrong 
information given by the writers on Ceylon whom he quotes, 
and from his candid admission that the skulls submitted to 
him were too few, if not of doubtful identity. Commenting 
ui^on the Moorish skull, for instance, he says : — “ Bo far as I 
can learn, there is only one skull of a Moor in Europe . . , . It 
is accordingly orthodolicliocephalic and chamsei^rosopic. A 
further comparison is scarcely desirable, because from a single 
skull no judgment can be formed as to whether it is really 
typical of the race.”^ And he mentions that, ixntil of 
late only a single Tamil skull was known in Europe, and 
that his conclusions are based upon an examination of this 
skull and of three others forwarded to him as Tamil skulls 
from Colombo. Besides the question of the identity of 
these skulls, it appears to me that four cannot be taken to be 
typical of the Tamil race. As the ui->per classes of Tamils 
cremate their bodies, a legitimate comparison with the other 
races, class for class, would be always a matter of difficulty. 

I do not feel myself free to conclude this Paper without 
making a few remarks on the name by which the “ Ceylon 
Moors” and the Coast Moors” (Lebbes, Chdliyar, Chammap- 
kfcar) are known among the native races of India and 
Ceylon in the midst of whom they live. The Siighalese call 
them Yonnu and the Tamils Chonahar, It is supposed by 
those few of the Moors who would (like the Mauri of old. 


^ M, A,S. Journal^ Ceylon Srancli^ vol. ix., pp. B50-495. 
- R, jL S. Journal^ Ceylon JSo'aneh, vol. ix., p. 451. 
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described by Gibbon) ‘‘ adopt the language, name, and origin 
of Arabs, that this very name of Yonnu or Glionaliar is 
evidence of the origin of the Moors from Arabia,” because 
Arabia in Sanskrit is Yavana^ in Pali Yonna, and in Tamil 
Ghonaliam or Sonaham. 

The descent of Yon7ia from Yavana must be conceded on 
the analogy of Iona, Pali for salt, being derived from the 
Sanskrit lavana ; bnt it may be contended that Glionaliar 
with a long o cannot be traced as clearly from the Sanskrit. 
A more direct derivation, it has been pointed out to me by 
the Rev. Father Corbet, is from the Arabic sliuna^ a ship 
of war,” and shuna could easily have become sliona through 
the Hindustani, which often tends to change the long n, into o. 
If this he so, Ohonahar (in which liar would represent the 
Tamil xAural form) would mean warlike people. Father 
Beschi, in his Tamil Dictionary, says that the name is a 
corruption of Chola-nahara people.” Mr. C. Brito ^ thinks 
it is derived from as the bulk of the Moors are 

Sunnis of the Shafah sect 

But even if we accept the position that Glionaliar is derived 
from Yavana, it does not at all follow that the Moors are Arabs, 
for the long and shifting history of the Yavana^ in India, 
which is now well known, points to a different conclusion. 
They are mentioned in the Malid Blidrata with the Sakas 
(Scythians), Pahlavas (Persians), Eambojas, &c., to denote 
warlike races outside the limits of India, and differing from the 
Indians in religious faith and customs. The term Yavana,^ 
having been identified with Ionia, Dr. Hunter has shown in 
his delightful work on Orissa ^ how the lonians at once the 
most Asiatic and the most mobile of the Greek colonists in 
Asia Minor,” came to be confounded by the Persians as early 
as B.C. 650, and through them by the Indians, with the 


^ Ydl^dna Vai/pam Mdlai, Appendix, p. 82 , 

Eajendra Lai Miira identifies yamncb with Sans, yiwan^ Lat. 
iuveTiis, as indicating the “ youthful ” or new race of Asiatic G-reeks. See 
ImU- A ryans, voL 11., p. 177, ® Yol. I, 
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wliole Greek race. After Alexander the Great's expedition 
to India at the close of the fourth century B.C., the term 
Yavana was applied in Indian literature to the Greeks. In 
the rock inscriptions of Asoka, for instance, Antiochus, the 
Greek king, whose eastern dominions covered great portions 
of western Asia, is referred to as ‘‘ Antiacho, the Yona king ” 
(B.o. 250) ; and Patanjali (B.c. 130) records that the 
Yavanas eat lying down.” Since the invasions of Alexander 
and Seleucus, the lonians had established themselves 
beyond the Indus, and even gone as far as Oucle, for the 
Sanskrit grammarian just mentioned records that the Yavanas 
laid seige to that city. They then pushed their way to the 
Buddhist kingdom of Magadha, and advanced into Orissa 
as Buddhists, where they founded a Yavana dynasty. Being 
expelled therefrom in A.O. 473, they moved southwards, 
overthrew the Andhra kingdom, the capital of Avhich was 
Warangul (half-way between the Godaveri and Haiderabad), 
and ruled in that part of the country till A.O. 963, when 
their downfall occurred amidst a great religious revival which 
ended in the overthrow of Buddhism and the i^e-establish- 
ment of the Saiva faith. From this period the lonians 
disappear from Indian history, being most probably absorbed 
by the war and persecution which characterised the times. 
But the name Yavana survived as meaning a peoj)le ivho came 
from the north and 'brought in new religions rites, These,” 
says Sir William Hunter, were the two crucial characteris- 
tics of Yavanas in the Hindu mind, and in the end they led 
to the transfer of the name to a people more widely separated 
by race and religion from the lonians than the lonians from 
the Hindu. For the north was again about to send 
forth a race of invaders bringing with them a new faith, 
and destined to establish themselves upon the wrecks of 
native dynasties and native beliefs. The Musalman invasions 
of India practically date from the eighth century, when 
the Arabs temporarily conquered Sindh. The first years 
of the eleventh century brought the terrible Mahmud 
Sultan, whose twelve expeditions introduced a new era into 
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Hindustan. From this time it becomes difficult to loronounce 
as to the race to -which the term Yavana applies. At first, 
indeed, the Musalman invaders, especially in Southern 
India, were distinguished from the dynasties of Ionian 
Yavanas by the more opprobrious epithet of Mlechclias. But 
as Islam obtained firmer hold upon the country, this dis- 
tinction disappeared ; and popular speech, preserving the old 
association of northern invasion and a new creed with che 
word Yavana, applied it indiscriminately to the ancient 
lonians and to the new Musalmans. Before the Muhammadan 
power, the heretic and the orthodox dynasties of India alike 
collapsed, and in a few centuries the ancient Yavanas had 
ceased to preserve any trace of their nationality. All former 
differences of race or creed were pulverised in the mortar of 
Islam, and the word Yavana grew into an exclusive epithet of 
the Musalmans.” Prof. W eber has emphasised these views in 
his History of the Indian Literatures^ and proves conclusively 
that the Arabs and other Muslims were the last to receive the 
name of Yavanas. From the ninth to the fourteenth centuries 
the Muhammadans in South India were known as MlecUclidSy 
or barbarians,” just as the Sinhalese knew them in Ceylon 
in those ages as Bamhuro. In later days they knew them 
‘diBYonnOs while the Tamils learnt to use the word Ghonahar. 

To sum up. It has been shown that the 185,000 Moors in 
the Island fall under two classes, “ Coast Moors ” and 

Ceylon Moors,” in almost equal numbers ; that the Coast 
Moors ” are those Muhammadans who, having arrived from 
the Coromandel coast or inner districts of South India as 
traders or labourers, continue steadily to maintain relations 
of amity and intermarriage with their friends in South 
India ; and that such Coast Moors ” are Tamils. 

As regards the nationality of the “ Ceylon Moors,” number- 
ing about 92,500 out of the 185,000, we have ample reasons for 
concluding that they too are Tamils, — I mean the masses of 
them ; for, of course, we meet with a few families here and 


Page 220, note. 
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there — say, fire per cent, of the community, or about 5,000 
out of the 92,500 — ^who bear the impress of an Arab or other 
foreign descent. Even the small coterie of the Ceylon Moors, 
who claim for themselves and their co-religionists an Arab 
descent, candidly admit that on the mother’s side the Ceylon 
Moors are exclusively Tamil. All that remains to be proved, 
therefore, is, that their early male ancestors were mainly 
Tamils. For this purpose I have sketched the history of the 
Ceylon Moors. I have shown the utter worthlessness of a 
tradition among them that a great colony of Arabs of the 
house of Hashim made settlements at Beruwala and other 
parts of the Island, and have adduced reasons for accepting 
as far more probable the tradition reported by Mr. Casio 
Chetty, that the original ancestors of the Ceylon Moors 
formed their first settlement at Kayal-pad<3[anam, and that 
many years afterwards a colony from that town — the father- 
land of the Chonagar ” — migrated and settled at Beruwala. 
I have further shown how similar the history of the Ceylon 
Moors is to that of the Coast Moors ; how intimately con- 
nected they were with each other till the Dutch began to 
persecute them in Ceylon ; how the intercourse between the 
mother-country in South India and Ceylon was arrested about 
150 yeai’s ago ; and how the distinction arose thereafter 
between the Ceylon Moors and the Coast Moors. By tracing 
in this manner their history, that is, their descent, I arrive at 
the conclusion that the early ancestors of the “ Moors,” 
Ceylon and Coast, were mainly Tamils on the father’s side, 
as admittedly they are exclusively on the mother’s side. 

Then, considering their social customs, I have pointed out 
how closel^^ they are a copy of Tamil institutions. I have 
also touched upon their physical features and called attention 
to the opinion of some of our leading doctors of medicine 
and surgery, that the skull of a Moorman' cannot he distin- 
guished from that of a Tamil. In complete confirmation of 
the inference drawn from these arguments is the evidence 
afforded by language. The vernacular language of the Moors 
is, as I have said, Tamil, even in purely Siighalese districts. 
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What diversities of creed, custom, and facial features prevail 
among the low-country Sinhalese and tlie Kandyan Siijhalese, 
between Tamils of the Brahmin or Vellala castes and of the 
Paraya caste ! And yet do they not pass respectively as Sii^- 
halese and Tamils, for the simple reason that they speak as 
their mother-tongue those languages ? Language in Oriental 
countries is considered the most important part of nation- 
ality, outweighing differences of religon, institutions, and 
physical characteristics. Otherwise each caste would pass 
for a race. Dr. Freeman’s contention, that ^‘community of 
language is not only presumptive evidence of the community 
of blood, but is also proof of something which for practical 
purposes is the same as community of blood,” ^ ought to 
apply to the case of the Ceylon Moors. But, of course, in 
their case it is not language only that stamps them as Tamils. 
Taking (1) the language they speak at home in connection 
with (2) their history, (3) their customs and (4) physical 
features, the proof cumulatively leads to no other conclusion 
than that the Moors of Ceylon are ethnologically Tamils.^ 


^ Art. on Race and Language, Contaiip. Uet^ieio^ p. 739, March, 1877. 

- Besides our Dutch rulers, who believed that the Moors were only Tamil 
Muhammadans, other authorities, who have mixed and moved with the 
people of Ceylon and taken pains to study them, may be cited ; such as 
the Rev. James Cordiner, whose duties as Director of all Schools in Ceylon 
during the administration of Governor North, 1798-1805, afforded him great 
opportunities of collecting information and judging on all matters con- 
nected with the sociology of the Island. At p, 139 of his work on Ceylon 
he declares that the Moors are Tamils by race. 

I would mention also the name of Mr. Simon Oasie Chetty, who was a 
Member of the Legislative Council of Ceylon for some years since 1838, 
and whose opinions are recorded in his Gazetteer, 

The editors of the Ceylon OUevmr, in their issue of December 10, 
1885, said, ‘‘We believe that fully 80 per cent, of the Muhammadans of 
Ceylon are Tamils.” 

And Mr, A. M. Ferguson, c.M.a., who has lived and laboured in Ceylon 
for over fifty years, speaking at a meeting of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
Ceylon Branch, held on January 26, 1888, observed, in reference to the 
Paper read on that day, as follows : — The obvious reason why the marriage 
customs of the Muhammadans were mainly Tamil was due to the fact, 
that most of the proselytes made by Muhammadans in South India and 
-Ceylon were from the Tamil race.” 
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CAPTAIN JOAO RIBEIRO: 

HIS WORK ON CEYLON, AND THE FRENCH 
TRANSLATION THEREOF BY THE 
ABBE LE GRAND. 

By Donald Ferguson, Esq. 

{Read July 26^ 1888,) 


N the early part of the year 1701 there appeared 
at Trevoux in France a small voimne with 
the following title : — “ Histoire de ITsle de 
Ceylan. Bcrite par ie Gapitaiiie Jean Riheyro, 

& 13reseiit4e an Roy de Portugal en 1685. 
Tradnite dn Portngais en Francois. A Trevoux, chez 
Estienne Ganeau, Directeur de ITmprimerie de S. A. S. 
Monseigneur Prince Souyerain de Domhes. Avee Appro- 
bation & Privilege. M. DCCI.” Almost simultaneously the 
same book was issued in Paris, the first j)art of the 
title being identical with the above, and the latter part 
reading thus: — ‘^A Trevoux, & se vend, a Paris, chez Jean 
Boudot, Libraire de FAcademie Royale des Sciences, rue ^ 
S. Jacques, an Soleil d^or. M. DOOI. Avec Approbation & 
Privilege.” The name of the translator is not given, the 
epistle dedicatory being signed simply with the initials 
J. L. G. However, in the same year 1701 there was pub- 
lished at Amsterdam a reprint of the above book, with the 
following title : — “ Histoire . . . . en 1685. Traduite 

du Portugais par Monsr. FAbbe Le Grand. Enrichie de 
Figures en Taille-douce. Suivant la Copie de Trevoux, A 
Amsterdam, Chez J. L. de Lorme, Libraire. M. DCCI.” 
Regarding the Abbt^ le Grand, we learn the following facts 
from the memoir of him by P^re Bougerel in Nic&on’s 
Memoires pour servir a Fhistoire des hommes illustres,”^ 
t. 26, and the Biographie Universelle,” t. 25. 
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Joachim le Grand was born at St. L6, in the diocese of 
Contances, in Normandy, on February 6, 1653, his parents 
being Gilles le Grand and Marie Violet. After his first 
studies he went to Caen to study philosophy under the 
celebrated Pierre Cally. He had as a fellow-student Pierre 
Francois de la Tour, who was afterwards General of the 
Oratory. The friendship which they then formed termi- 
nated only with their lives. Following the example of his 
friend, he entered the Oratory in 1671, and whilst he 
remained there he studied belles lettres and theology. He 
left this in 1676 and went to Paris, where he was constantly 
with the P^re le Cointe, who was engaged on the Ecclesias- 
tical Annals of France.” This learned man finding in the 
Abbe le Grand an accurate memory, a fine judgment, a mar- 
vellous sagacity for the discussion of facts, and a great love 
of truth and of work, qualities and talents necessary for 
success in history, did not hesitate to persuade him to give 
his whole time to this subject. He did more : he was willing 
himself to be his guide in a career so vast and so difficult. 
With such help he acquired a wide acquaintance with 
ancient titles and maps, an acquaintance which he largely 
perfected in the Royal Library by the liberty which M. 
Thevenot, who had charge thereof, gave him. He under- 
took successively the tuition of the Marquis de Vins and 
the Due d’Estrfos. Meeting Dr. Burnet in Paris, he 
engaged in, a controversy with him on the subject of 
the latter’s History of the Reformation,” publishing his 
opinions in a work issued in Paris in 1688 in three volumes, 
12mo. The Abbe d’Estr^es having, in February, 1692, been 
appointed Ambassador to Portugal, chose the Abbe le Grand 
as Secretary to the Embassy, and he went to Lisbon in 
April. As the negotiations between France and Portugal 
did not proceed very rapidly, the Abbe le Grand profited 
by his leisure, and collected memoirs or relations concern- 
ing the vast territories regarded by the Portuguese as 
their conquests. He resided in Portugal until August, 1697, 
and on his return to France he commenced to collect 
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material for a Mstory of LoniB XI. In 1701 he printed at 
Trevonx, in 12mo., L’Histoire de I’lsle de Ceylan cln 
Capitaine J ean Ribeyro,” which he translated from, the Por- 
tuguese. He had found this work at Lisbon in the possession 
of Dom Joao Luis d’Acunha. He did not content himself 
with a simple translation, but augmented this history by 
seTeral chapters, under the name of “ Additions,” which he 
derived from various manuscripts which were communicated 
to him by the Marquis de Fontes, the Comte d’Ericeyra, and 
many others. In 1702 he returned to S|)ain with the Abbe 
d’Estrees, and there developed his i*are talent for negotia- 
tions. On his return he was nominated Secretary of the 
Fairie^ and while holding this post published several 
memoirs on the Simnish succession. In 1720 he was 
commissioned to draw up an inventory of the collection 
of maps ; and he also finished his life of Louis XI., but this 
work was not published. Towards the end of his life he 
retired to Savigny, to the chateau of the Marquis de Yins, 
his former pupil ; but this nobleman having been cut off 
prematurely, the Abbe le Grand returned to Paris, where he 
died some months later of apoplexy, on April 30, 1733, in 
his eighty-first year. 

Le Grand’s translation was utilised to some extent in the 
form of additions to Knox’s account of Ceylon, as reprinted 
in Harris’s Yoyages,” 1705 (vol. IL, pp. 450-84), but not, 
so far as I know, by other writers of the last century. 

A little over a hundred years after the death of Le Grand, 
viz., in 1836, the Royal Academy of Sciences of Lisbon issued 
volume Y. of the “ CollecQao de Noticias para a Historia e 
Geografia das Na 95 es Uitramarinas, que vivem nos Dominios 
Portuguezes ou Ihes sSo visinhas,” the first part of which 
volume contained Fatalidade Historica da Ilha de CeilSo, 
Dedicada a Magestade do Serenissimo D. Pedro IL Rei de 
Portugal Nosso Senhor. Escritapelo CapMo JoEo Ribeiro.” 
To this is prefixed the following note : — “Extract from the 
minutes of the proceedings of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
at the sitting of 15 October, 1835. The Royal Academy of 
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Sciences resolves, that the manuscript intitled Fatalidade 
Historica da llha de Oeildo^ escrita pelo Gapitdo Jodo 
Riheiro^ which manuscript was offered to it by its member 
D, Francisco de S. Luiz, Secretary of the Academy, on 
23 November, 1835, be ]3rinted, at its expense and under its 
authority, in the Gollec^do de Noticias para a. Historia 
e Geografia das Nagdes TJltrainarinas. Francisco Elias 
Rodrigues da Silveira, Vice-Secretary of the Academy.” 

Finally, in 1847, there issued from the Oeylon Govern- 
ment Press at Colombo a translation by Mr. George Lee, 
Postmaster-General of the Colony, of Le Grand’s book, with 
an appendix, containing many valuable papers by 
different writers “ illustrative of the past and present con- 
dition of the Island.” Mr. Lee was unaware of the publi- 
cation eleven years previously of Ribeiro’s work in the 
original Portuguese, for he says in his preface : — “ I doubt 
whether Ribeyro’s History was ever published in the 
Portuguese language ; it appears to have been procured, with 
other public memoirs, by the Abbe le Grand, in Portugal, 
through the kindness of the Dowager-Countess d’Ericeyra, 
the lady to whom he dedicates his translation, and whom he 
mentions as being descended from the illustrious house of 
Menesez, of which two members had been Governors of 
Ceylon.” But, stranger still, Sir Emerson Temient, in the 
first edition of his work on Ceylon, fell into the same error, 
though he corrected it in the second and later editions 
(see vol. n., p. 4, note 6). 

Returning now to the Portuguese edition of 1836, we 
find in it the following prefatory note by the editors : — 

“ The MS. Qntiiledi Fatalidade Historica da Hha de Geildo, 
which was offered to the Academy by one of its members, 
and which it now publishes, must be considered as the 
original ; for, though not written in the handwriting of the 
author, yet it has at the end of the dedication his autograph 
signature ; and from this circumstance, as well as from 
others, this a|)pears to have been the veiy copy that was 
offered to the King D. Pedro II., in 1685. 

“ The author (as he himself says in the Prologue) divides 
his work into three books. In the first he shows what 
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'€eylon is, and tlie right of our Kings to that rich and precious 
isle. This book consists of 24 chapters, and has at the end 
the map of the Island. In the second he treats of the pro- 
gress of the war which we carried on in Ceylon with the 
natives and afterwards with the Dutch : it consists of 27 
chapters. In the third he seeks to show the mistakes that 
were made in the conquest of India, and is of opinion that 
we should simply have taken and peopled Ceylon : this 
consists of 10 chapters. 

“ From this it would seem that the laborious and praise- 
worthy Barbosa Machado had not an exact acquaintance with 
this work ; for, speaking of it in the Bibliotheca Lusitana, he 
says that it consists of two parts, and that the first has 24 chap- 
ters and the second 10, which does not conform to the truth. 

“ As to the author himself, neither does Barbosa give us any 
information, except his name, nor have we met with any 
elsewhere. From a perusal of his work we learn : — 

“•That Joao Bibeiro, having gone to India with the Viceroy 
Conde de Aveiras Joao da Silva Tello, arrived in those 
dominions in September, 1640. (Bk. II., chap. VIII.) 

“ That in October of the same year, being then 14 years 
old, he was sent to Ceylon with 400 other soldiers, when the 
Captain-General of the Island was D. Filipe Mascarenlias. 
(Bk. II., chap. VIII.) 

That he served the King forty and a half years, from 
March, 1640, to October, 1680, when he returned to Lisbon, 
nineteen and a half years of that service having been passed in 
India and eighteen years in Ceylon. (Dedication and Bk. Ill,, 
chap. IX.) 

“That in 1658, Jafanapatam having been taken by the Hol- 
landers, Captain JoSo Ribeiro was sent, with other prisoners 
of war, to Batavia, and there thrown into j)3rison, (Bk. IL, 
chap. XXVII.) 

“ Of his good service, and of the xeal and affection of which 
he deemed the honour, the glory, and the interests of Portugal 
worthy, we have frequent evidences throughout the whole 
work, and in the reflections in which the author now and 
again indulges. 

“The work of Captain Joao Ribeiro has suffered the same 
fate as, through our negligence, has befallen many other 
works of Portuguese writers, which, not having gained the 
attention of the authors’ fellow-countrymen, come into the 
hands of strangers, not simply to be translated and published 
by them, with some discredit to us and to our spirit of 
inquiry and literary energy (which would be a lesser evil), 
but to be so altered, mutilated, and maimed by unfaithful 
and sometimes inapt translations, as to be discreditable alike 
to the translator and to the author himself. 

49—89 
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“ This -work with which, we are dealing was translated into 
French by M. le Grand ; it was printed at Paris, Trevoux, 
and Amsterdam, in the year 1701, in 8vo., and was noticed in 
the Journal des Sgavans of May 30 and the Memoires de 
Trevoux of March and April of the same year. 

In both these journals it is stated, and M. le Grand himself 
confesses, that he did not confine himself to translating the 
work of Eibeiro, but that he augmented it by many chapters 
under the name of Additions, 

‘‘We should certainly be much indebted to M. le Grand if 
this were the only liberty taken by him and carried out with 
reference to his original ; but he has done much more, viz., 
(1) he has omitted whole chapters, as may be seen, for example, 
in Book II., which in the original has 27 chai3ters and in the 
translation 23 ; and in Book III., which, consisting in the 
original of 10 chapters, has only 2, and these very short, in 
the translation ; (2) he has altered, at his pleasure, the order 
of the narrative and the distribution of the materials of the 
chapters, omitting many things which appeared co him either 
superfluous or of minor importance ; (3) he has shown (what 
is most material) that in many and frequent passages he has 
not understood the original Portuguese, with which language 
he appears not to have been well acquainted. 

“ Of this last accusation, which may perhaps be considered 
the most serious, we feel bound to give some proofs, that 
it may be seen that we do not impute to M. ie Grand errors 
or defects that he has not allowed to be printed in his 
so-called translation. 

“ In Book I., chap. III., near the end, the author says that 
‘ from the kingdom of Ootta were brought every year some 
thousand champanas (which are like sumacas of forty tons) 
of areca.’ The translator says that every year there were 
brought from the kingdom of Cotta ‘ more than a thousand 
boats, each one of sixty tons, of a certain sand [d^un certain 
sahle^ which is much used throughout all the Indies.’ 

“ In chap. XIII. .of the same Book I. Ribeiro says ‘ that the 
soldier, captain, or commander who had married, and 
wished the same day to retire from the service of the King, 
might do so, such being the practice.’ M. le Grand says 
that ‘ the soldiers and officers could quit the service when 
they wished, so long as they did not desert.’ 

“ In the same Book I., chap. XXI., the author, speaking of 
the pepper of Ceylon and of the great value attached to it, 
reflects, that as the Chingalas have no eyes for this fruit, 
except to pay their dues to their lords, ‘ they gather it fully 
ripe, and generally the greater part is allowed to ripen on 
the trees,’ &c. The translator says, however, that the pepper 
of Ceylon sells at a higher price than that of other places,. 
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and that it appears to him that what contributes most to its 
goodness is that the Chingalas ‘ gather it before it is perfectly 
ripe.’ 

‘‘In Book I., chap. XXII., Eibeiro says that ‘the diver, as 
soon as he rises [from the bottom of the sea] to the oham- 
'pana^ is at liberty, until he who is at the bottom of the sea 
ascends, to open with a knife as many oysters as he can, and 
whatever he finds therein is his.’ The translator says that ‘ if 
the diver, during the time that he is below the water, can 
open an oyster and finds a pearl, it is his.’ 

“ We omit many other passages, and do not notice frequent 
less serious errors, as, for example, y‘\lla-pon(;a for Villa- 
pouca^ Gonde de Aveiro for Gonde de Aveirai^y Franchoo 
de Asiloca^ for Francisco da Silva^ fifteen hundred {quince 
cens) for five hundred^ &c. 

“ What has been said is more than enough to show that we 
have not yet, at least, a translation of the work of JoSo 
Ribeiro, and that the Academy has done a real service, both 
to literature in general and specially to Portuguese literature, 
in publishing the work of a writer who, beside the truth 
and sincerity which are evident in his manner of writing, 
relates what he saw, observed, and heard from the natives 
of Ceylon during the 16 [sic] years that he lived there, 
regarding the natural products of the Island ; the customs, 
rites, religious opinions, and civil life of its inhabitants ; the 
form of its government ; the possessions which we had 
there ; the rights which our Kings obtained there ; and 
finally, the manner and means by which we lost the Island, 
and it passed into the power of the Hollanders, &c.” 

The reference to Ribeiro’s work made by Biogo Barbosa 
Machado {BiU. Lusit, 1747, vol. II., p. 734) mentioned above 
is as follows : — “ load Kibeijro^ Captain in the Island of 
Ceylon, which he described as an e^^e witness in a clear and 
truthful style in the year 1685, Patalidade, &c. MS., 4to, It 
consists of 2 parts ; the first has 24 chaiDters and the second 10. 
It is preserved in the Library of his Excy. the Conde de 
Castellomilhor. It was translated into French by Monsieur 
ie Grand under the following title : Histoire .... Paris, 
1701. Trevoux, 1701.” 

Barbosa Machado has also (vol. II., p. 68) the following 
entry ; — “ Filippe Botelho, Priest, and native of the Island of 


^ This is hardly fair, for Le G-rand corrected the error in his Errata. — D.E. 

B 2 
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Oeylon, son of Portuguese fathers, composed with the highest 
individuality and exactness Relagdto das guerras de Uva^ 
which was preserved in his choice Library by his Excy. the 
Marquis de Abrantes D. Eodrigo Annes de Sa e Aimeyda, 
who communicated it to Monsieur Legrand, who translated 
it into French, and it was printed, together with the Historia 
de Geilao^ composed by JoSo Kebeiro, also translated into 
French. Trevoux, &c.” 

How an error, once perpetrated, is liable to be perpetuated, 
may be judged from the following extract from the Diccio- 
nario Bihliographico PortugueB of Innocencio Francisco da 
Silva, 1860, voL lY., p. 25 : — “ Jo&o Eiheiro^ soldier in India, 
and Captain in the island of Ceylon, the events of which he 
described in the year 1685 as an eye-witness : Fatalidade 
Mstorica da Him de Geylao. Dedicada d ^nagestade do 
serenissimo /). Pedro IL, rei de PortugaL—TliQ original 
Portuguese of this work, consisting of two parts, the first with 
24 chapters and the second with 10, remained for many years 
in manuscript, and was only printed for the first time in vol. 
Y. of the Gollecgao de Notioias para a historia e geogra 2 diia 
das Nagoes UUramarinas^ published by the Eoyal Academy 
of Sciences, Lisbon, 18»36. It was, however, translated into 
French by M. Legrand, a few years after it was written, and 
appeared in print under the title otSistoire de Vilede Ceglmi^ 
par Jean Eibeyro^ &c., together with the translation which 
the same Legrand made of the Relagdo das guerras de Uva 
by Filippe Botelto, Trevoux, chez Estienne Ganeau, 1701, 
12mo. The Commander F. J. M. de Brito had copies of 
both, as appears from the catalogue of his library, quoted 
already several times.” 

It is strange that, while confessedly so little is known of 
Captain Eibeiro, the editors of the MS. should be able to pro- 
nounce with such assurance upon his signature, &c. But 
let that pass. It will be seen that the editors make very 
strong charges against the Abbe le Grand, of not only mis- 
translating the original Portuguese, but mutilating the work 
by leaving out passages and even whole chapters, Now, 
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happily, I am able to clear the character of the reverend 
translator to some extent, though not entirely ; and that in a 
rather curious way. After the death of the late lamented 
scholar Dr. Arthur Burnell, his valuable library was sold (in 
1884) by Mr. Bernard Quaritch, the well known antiquarian 
bookseller of London, and some of the books came into my 
possession, among them being a manuscript thus described 
in the catalogue : — ‘^Eibeyro (J.). Historia Oriental (in Por- 
tuguese), three books, 4to., 203 pp., old calf.” When it 
reached my hands I saw that it was Ribeiro’s work on Ceylon, 
and I hoped that it might be the author’s autograph manu- 
script ; but a further examination soon showed me that this 
was not the case. Owing to pressure of work in connection 
with a daily newspaper, it was not until I was on furlough 
in England in 1886 that I was able to look more carefully 
into this manuscript, comparing it with the Lisbon edition 
and Le Grand’s French translation, the result being that 
I made the interesting discovery that this was the identical 
manuscript from which the Abbe le Grand made his transla- 
tion. The proof of this will be given further on. Meanwhile, 
let us examine the various editions of Le Grand’s translation 
of which the titles have been given above. 

As I have shown, the Trevoux edition was the original, the 
Paris one being identical with it except for the title-page, so 
that we may consider these two together. After the title-page 
comes the Dedication, covering seven pages ; then the Author’s 
Preface of three pages ; the Translator’s Preface, five pages ; 
Explanation of Names of Ranks, &c., one page; Table of the 
Chapters, six images ; various documents relating to the authori- 
sation, &c., of the printing of the work, five pages ; and Errata, 
one page. Then comes the body of the work, running from 
page 1 to page 352, with four extra pages, 187-90, at the end of 
Book I., which I shall explain presently. Book I. contains 
twenty-five chapters, the first twenty-four corresponding to 
those of the Portuguese original, except that chapters XVII. 
and XYIII. are transposed. But chapter XXV. is an entire 
interpolation of Le Grand’s ; it treats of the islands in the 
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iieigh.bourh.ood of Jaffnapatam, and is founded on chapter 
XLV. of Baldaeus.^ In Book II. there are twenty-three chap- 
ters, against twenty-eight in the original. As far as chapter 
XYIII. the chapters in the two versions correspond ; but chap- 
ter XX. of the Portuguese is included in chapter XIX, of the 
French ; chapters XXI. and XXII. in chapter XX.; chapters 
XXIIL, XXIV,, and XXV. Portuguese in chapter XXI. 
French ; chapter XXVI. Portuguese becomes chapter XXII. 
French, and chapter XXVII. Portuguese chapter XXIII. 
French. (The abbreviations which the chapters have under- 
gone I shall notice afterwards.) In Book III. the state of 
affairs is almost worse, for the whole of the first seven chapters 
of the Portuguese have disappeared, and chapter I. French 
contains chapters VIII. and IX. Portuguese ; chapter II. 
French comprising chapter X. Portuguese. Beside the letter- 
press, Le Grand’s, book had seven copperplate engravings by 
Berey, viz., one of the cinnamon and one of the talipot, and 
"n plans of Colombo, Galle, Kandy, Trincomalee, and Mannar, 
the 'e?>^e of Colombo being specially poor. But it also con- 
tained ain excellent (for that period) map of Ceylon by De 
ITsle, wt^ich is a marked contrast to the one found in the 
manuscrij)pt from which the Lisbon edition of Ribeiro was 
printed,^ and of which a miniature copy is given in Tennent. 
Now to the Amsterdam edition of Le Grand. It is, as the 
title-j^age states, a reprint of the Trevoux edition, the correc- 
tion^i given in the Errata of the latter having been embodied in 
tM text. So slavishly has the reprinter followed the original, 
|mat at chapter XXV. he has repeated the paging 187-90, 
though there was no necessity to do so, unless to make the 
pagination correspond with that of the earlier editions, which, 
however, it fails to do exactly.^ 

* TMs chapter was evidently written hj Le Grand after the rest of the 
book was printed, for it is printed on thinner paper than that used else- 
where, and the paging 187-90 is repeated. 

2 A later edition issued at Trevoux in 1707 I have not seen ; but one 
published at Amsterdam in 1719 is simply the 1701 Amsterdam edition 
with a new title-page, the publishers being Duvillard & Ohanguion. 
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A word now as to Lee’s translation of Le Grand. From a 
somewhat cursory comparison of it with the French I have 
found the translation generally accurate, and have detected 
only a few serious errors. One of these occurs in chapter 
III. of Book I., where Le Grand has : — “ On n’y manque pas 
non plus de bre, ni de mines de fer.” Lee seems to have 
misread hre (Portuguese hreii^ resin, pitch) as hliy and so 
translates : — Nor is corn wanting, or iron mines.” ^ He has 
omitted several of Le Grand’s notes, but has appended many 
of his own, which are generally useful and correct. In some 
cases, however, he has been sorely mystified, owing to the 
fault of Le Grand or his manuscript. These I shall touch upon 
further on. He gives facsimiles of Le Grand’s plates, but not 
• of the map of Ceylon, which was missing from the copy of 
Le Grand from which he made his translation. Though, 
through no fault of his, Lee’s book cannot be accepted as a 
faithful translation of Ribeiro, it will always be of value, if 
only for the lengthy appendix referred to above. 

I now come to consider the Burnell MS. of Ribeiro of 
which I have spoken above. It is stated in the memoir 
of Le Grand from which I have quoted that the Abbe 
found the MS. at Lisbon in the possession of Dom JoSo 
Luis d’Acunha. (The MS. referred to by Barbosa Machado 
may perhaps be the one from which the Lisbon edition was 
printed.) Its subsequent history I have failed to trace. Dr, 
Burnell seems to have purchased it from Maisonneuve & Co., 
of Paris, but the latter are unable to say how it came 
into their hands. It is a small quarto of 202 leaves, written 
mostly in a clear hand, though in parts, especially at the end, 
the ink has eaten through the paper and made it brittle like 
tinder. It is bound in brown leather, with gilt ornamenta- 
tion on the back and the single word ‘‘ Fatalidade.” It 
has no title-page, the first page containing the dedication of 

^ Another most ridiculous blunder that he has committed is the 
rendering throughout of Ribeiro's G^revayas (which Le Grand has 
transferred to his French version without translating) as “ the Gravets^" ! 
Of course the Giraw4 pattu is meant. 
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the work to the king. I give opposite a facsimile of this 
page,, which has at the foot, as will be seen, a note in a. 
different hand, as follows : — “ Qualqner Linreiro pode em- 
qnadernar esta obra do CaiDp^^ Joa5 Eibeiro q tracta das- 
Couzas de Ceila5 e comtade 202 Folhas. SaD D®® de Leon 
de 7^^^^ de 1696 [?]. Fr. do Orato.” That is : — “ Any book- 
seller may bind this work of Captain Joao Ribeiro, which 
treats of the affaii-s of Ceylon, and contains 202 leaves.. 
S§Lo Domingos de Leon, September 1696 [?]. Freire (or 
Francisco) Gon9alo do Crato.” This seems to be an authori- 
sation, indicating that the book contained nothing inimical 
to “the Faith,” but who the writer was I cannot say.^ 
The date of the year is written apparently 1676, but 1696 
must be meant, as Ribeiro presented his MS. to the king of 
Portugal in 1685. As Le Grand returned to France in 1697, 
the*MS. would therefore seem to have come into his posses- 
sion only shortly before he left Portugal. At the end of Book 
I. is a blank folding leaf, on which, evidently, a copy of the 
map of Ceylon which the original MS. contains was to have 
been made ; but this was never done. Though, as I have 
said, the copyist wrote for the most part in a beautifully 
clear hand, he was, I am sorry to believe, not only careless 
but apparently dishonest, as I shall have to show. 

Before proceeding to a more detailed comparison of the MS.. 
and the printed edition, I may mention some of the 
general characteristics of the former. One of these is the 
spelling of Portuguese words : thus we find pello for ^elo^ 
cliama for cliamma^ fes for reads for reaes^ adqiierir- 
for adquirir, extillo for estilo^ sogeito for sugeito^ Geyllad 
for Ceildto^ 'supssos for successos^ serto for certo, jatangia 
for jactancia^ priciozci for preciosa, idiffigios for edeJicioSy 
thomey for toinei^ cengura for censura. All these examples 
are taken from the Dedication and Prologue alone, while the 

^ Leon, where the footnote, and apparently the MS. also, was written, is,. 
I presume, the town in Spain, capital of the province of the same name.. 
I have not been able to ascertain whether, the monastery of S, , Domingos > 
still exists there. 
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body of the work abounds in similar peculiarities of spelling, 
of which I may instance surgiad for cirurgiao^ sangiiexugas 
for sanguesugas^ Gocodrillo for crocodilo^ pardvellas for 
parabolos^ Jazus for Jesus ^ Sseilad for Geildo, 

Another feature of the MS. is that it contains no erasures : in 
some cases a word or a letter has been altered, but where the 
copyist has written a whole sentence wrongly he has allowed 
it to stand, putting alias after it, and then giving the correct 
words. This is ingenious, and certainly has the advantage 
of preserving the neat appearance of the MS. Another charac- 
teristic of the MS. is the running together of several words 
and the use of contractions, in the case of the word gue 
especially. 

I shall now proceed to compare the MS, with the printed 
edition, chapter by chapter, noting the chief points in which 
they differ, and showing where Le Grand hits blundered and 
where ho has been misled by the faithless copyist. 

Book I. 

In L.A.^ we have a summary of the contents of the book 
given : this is wanting in B., and of course therefore in LeG. 

Chapter L — LeG. has abbreviated this chapter, omitting the 
statement of Bibeiro that Ceylon ‘^By its position is the 
mistress of all those regions which are commonly called India,, 
that is, the kingdoms and provinces which exist between the 
two beautiful rivers Indus and Ganges ; which in distance one 
from the other comprise more than six hundred leagues of 
coast.” In this passage, where L. A. reads fo rmosos (beautiful) 
B. has famozos (famous). While Eibeiro says that the length 
of Ceylon is seventy-two leagues, LeG. deliberately alters this 
to sixty-two. He also omits the comparison of the Gulf of 
Mannar to the Adriatic, and the statement that it was thirty- 
six leagues in breadth. 

Chapter IL — L.A. has in one place a misprint Calle for 
Qatte^ the word being correctly given a little lower down. 


^ I use the followiug coutractious : — ^L.A, for the hishon Academy printed 
edition ; B. for the Burnell MS. ; LeGr. for Le Grand’s French translation. 
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In the list of kingdoms on the Malabar coast LeG. has Tala 
for Lala (the L in B. looking very like a T), Ghangatte for 
Mangatte (the latter is the reading in both L.A. and B.), and 
Achinota for Ghinota (B. having misled him). He also makes 
Ribeiro say “ the Samorin, which I ought to put first,” whereas 
Ribeiro gives the Samorin fourth in the list. (B. reads o 
Damorim,) In the list of the divisions of Ceylon, LeG* has 
Asgrevams for as Qrevayas of L.A. (B. reading asgrevayas). 
LeG. has also omitted, by an oversight, Gucurucorla from 
the list. 

Chapter III , — Ribeiro says of the king of Cotta:— 
^‘Almost the whole of his lands are forests of Cinnamon, and 
extend from Chilao to within two leagues of the pagoda of 
Tanavare.” This LeG. transforms as follows : — “ It is 
specially in his territory that the cinnamon grows ; there is 
a forest of it of twelve leagues between Ohilaon and the 
Pagoda of Tenevare.” Regarding the cinnamon tree, Ribeiro 
says: — “Its leaf is in appearance like that of plantain 
[plantago], in so far as relates to the three stalks that it has ; 
the shape of it, however, is like that of the Laurel ; crushed 
between the fingers, the odour is like that possessed by the best 
cloves of Rochelle.” This LeG. translates “ The leaf of the 
cinnamon greatly resembles that of the laurel ; if it is 
crushed between the fingers it emits a very agreeable and at the 
same time very powerful odour.” Ribeiro also says : — “ .... 
as it rains every day it [the cinnamon tree] does not lose its 
leaves,” which LeG. makes “ .... it [the leaf] never falls, 
although it often rains in that country.” LeG. also omits 
Ribeiro’s statement that the precious stones were found in a 
region “sixty-seven leagues in circumference.” Among the 
precious stones Ribeiro mentions ^^rohazes^ verlis^ taripos‘^‘'% 
the first of these LeG. omits, and the other two he transfers 
without translating. Lee makes them “ beryls ” and “ tourma - 

line,” iwhich is probably correct. I cannot find the word 
roMz in any Portuguese dictionary ; but Stevens’s Spanish 
dictionary has ^^Hohdso^ the j)recious stone called a corne- 
lian,” and a red stone, of less value than a ruby, 

called a garnet.” LeG. says that Brazil wood is called in 
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India ^^sapaon'^ andB. sapad"\ cnrionsly enongh, L.A. 
has the false reading “ Saprao,^^ We now come to the f among 
statement of LeG. that from the kingdom of Cotta alone 
there are obtained yearly more than a thousand boat-loads, 
of sixty tons each, of a certain sand which has a great sale 
throughout the whole of India.’* Now there are two gross 
errors here. In the first place, the boat-loads {cliampanas^ 
L.A.; chapanas^ B.) were, according toRibeiro (L.A. and B.), 
sumacas of forty tons {quarenta toneladas) each; how 
LeG. made this blunder I cannot imagine. But the other 
error is far more serious, and for it not LeG. but B. 
is responsible. The latter states that the article exported 
from Cotta and so largely consumed in India was area^'" 
which LeG. naturally enough translated sable'"'' (sand). 
Lee in his translation of LeG. appends a footnote to this 
as follows : — ^^I cannot discover what this sand is—no article 
of export of the kind is found now.” If he had had the 
Lisbon printed edition of Ribeiro before him, he would at 
once have detected the error. It is noteworthy that Sir 
Emerson Tennent, though he was not, when he wrote, aware 
of the existence of this printed edition of Ribeiro, solved the 
mystery. In a note on page 27 of vol. II. he says : — “ A 
passage in Ribeyro’s account of the productions of Ceylon 
has puzzled both his translators and readers, as it describes 
the Island as despatching ‘tons les ans, plus demille bateaux, 
chacun de soixante tonneaux, d'un certain sable, dont on 
fait un tr^s-grand debit dans toutes les Indes.’—ch. iii. 
Lee naively says that ‘ he cannot discover what this sand is.’ 
But as Le Grand made his French translation from the 
Portuguese MS. of the author, it is probable that by a clerical 
orror the word arena may have been substituted for areca, the 
restoration of which solves the mystery.” There is a slight 
error here, the Portuguese word for sand ” being area (mod. 
areia), and not arena. Moreover, LeG. did not, as we 
now know, make “ his French translation from the Portu- 
guese MS. of the author.” Ribeiro further says that Ceylon 
produces “ also a large number of elephants, much pepper, 
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bottL of wMcb are considered the best in the whole of the 
East,” which LeG. expands into “ It is well known how 
much the Mogol, the Kings of Pegu, of Siam, and other 
Indian Kings value the Elephants of Ceylon. The Pepper 
that grows in this Island is sold at a, much higher price than 
that of other countries.” I have referred above to Lee’s 
mistake in translating as “corn” instead of “resin”; 

but in fact Ribeiro says that Ceylon produces “ much resin of 
two kinds ” : these he describes more fully in chapter XI. 
LeG. has a long Addition to this third chapter, in which 
he deals with cinnamon, areca (this makes it the more 
remarkable that he did not detect the eiTor of “ area ”), the 
talipot, &c. Among other things he says : — “ I do not think 
that the white sandal is as common in Ceylon as Jean 
Ribeyro says, at least there is not much trade in it, and all 
the' good white sandal is obtained from the Island of 
Timor.”" - No-w Ribeiro nowhere that I can find makes the 
statement here attributed to him, so the worthy Abbe is 
knocking down a man of straw of his own erection. 

Ghapter IV , — Ribeiro says that Colombo was situated on 
a bay (hahia). B. has the absurd reading “ hotica ” (apothe- 
cary’s shop), but LeG. has had the sense to write 
(creek). B. has also the nonsensical reading ^^sirvada^'" 
for “ eituada^'' This chapter is a very short one, and 
enumerates the chief towns, &c., all round the coast of 
Ceylon, with the distances between each. To it LeG. 
appends the following remarks : — “ The Nations have not 
yet come to an agreement with respect to measures : the 
leagues are in some countries double and treble what 
they are in others ; so that one cannot be surprised that 
the Authors who have written on the Island of Ceylon 
are so little in accord among themselves as to its extent 
but it seems extraordinary that a single writer does not 
agree with himself, Jean Ribeyro says in the first chapter 
that this Island has a circumference of one hundred and 
ninety leagues, and by the reckoning which he here 
makes we can find only one hundred and sixty-six. The 
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Dutch, however, give it as two hundred ; for with respect 
to its area they make it fifty-six and a half leagues in 
breadth, and its length they reckon also as fifty -six and a 
half leagues from Ponte de Galle to Triquinimale ; whereas 
Jean Ribeyro only gives it forty-seven leagues in its 
greatest breadth, and likewise reckons only forty-six from 
Ponte de Galle to Triquinimale ; which shows that there 
is the difference of one-fifth in the method of reckoning 
of our Author as compared with that of the Dutch, and 
that thus it is not so difficult to reconcile them; and that 
if the Island of Ceylon is one hundred and sixty-six 
Portuguese leagues in circumference, it must be about two 
hundred leagues, following the scale of the Dutch.” All 
this is very ingenious, but is completely beside the mark ; 
for Ribeiro agrees perfectly with himself in this chapter 
and the first in making the circumference of the Island 
one hundred and ninety leagues. The fact is, that the careless 
copyist of B. (Le Grand’s MS.) has omitted several lines 
referring to Batticaloa, which give the very figures (24) 
required to make up the 190. 

Chapter V, — LeG. gives a fair, though rather free, trans- 
lation of this chapter. I may simply mention that the 
statement that the emperor of Ceylon sent ’^Hwo” ambassa- 
dors and a crown of gold ” to the king of Portugal 
is an interpolation of Le Grand’s. Ribeiro says that on his 
baptism the emperor took the name of “D. Joao Parea 
Pandar” : LeG. transforms “Pared” (or “Parca,” as B. 
has it) into “Parera,” and this Lee further alters into 
“ Perera ” 1 LeG. has two lengthy Additions to this chapter, 
in which he supplements from other sources the information 
given by Ribeiro. 

Chapter VI . — Le Grand’s translation is again somewhat 
free, hut a fair representation of the original. He has an 
Addition to this chapter also. 

Chapter VIL — ^There is nothing particular to remark on this 
chapter, except that LeG. has here (as elsewhere) rendered the 
“ ola ” of the original (“ 6lla ” in B.) by the word Hettrer 
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Chapter VIII. — This is a very short chapter, and LeG. 
has given the general sense of it ; hut he has made one 
serious blunder. Eibeiro says that D. Hieronimo de Azevedo, 
after his entry into Kandy, “ was lucky in being able to 
retire, with the loss of three hundred Portuguese and many 
Lascarins of the Emperor’s dominions,” whereas LeG. 
states that he thought himself fortunate in being able to 
retire with only three hundred Portuguese and some Las- 
carins of the Emperor of Ceylon.” (Lee has “ Cotta.”) 
Le Grand’s addition to this chapter is three times the length 
of the latter. In it he says that Dom JoSo “reigned more 
than thirteen years after the death of Pedro-Lopes de Souza,” 
whereas in a note to the chapter itself (which Lee omits) he 
says, “ He lived nearly ten more years after this,” that is, 
after the defeat of D. Hieronimo. LeG. says that Henar 
Pandar on coming to the throne took the name of “ Gcvm-Apati- 
Maha-cTAsoin,^'' which, Lee says in a note, “ is not to be 
found among Singhalese authors, and its orthography is not 
in any manner to be twisted into a Singhalese name.” Le 
Grand has here copied from Baldasus, who in chapter VIII. of 
his work on Ceylon makes the above statement, and also gives 
the meaning of three-fourths of this title, the connect spell- 
ing of which is, I suppose, “ Kshamdpati Maliddarnn^ 

Chapter IX , — This gives an account of the death of the 
Emperor Dom Jo^o, after donating the Island of Ceylon to the 
King of Portugal. Eibeiro states that the emperor’s nephew 
was sent to Portugal and ordained as a priest, being granted 
an allowance for his support ; and he adds in paren- 
theses : — “ We knew this Prince at one time, and called him 
‘ de Telheiras,’ from the place where he resided, and in which 
locality he founded an Oratory for the Brothers of St. Francis.” 
LeG. enlarges this somewhat, and then fathers upon 
Eibeiro the following statement : — “ I have seen the Act of 
Foundation, which is of the month of June of the year 1639, 
and his will, which is of the month of March, 1642. 
Although a Priest, he had by Susanne d’Abr'eu two daughters, 
both of whom were Nuns of the Cordeliers at Via Longa, 
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One of them was Abbess when I went there on the 19th of 
January, 1693, He gives orders in his will that his Cousin 
D. Philippe, Canon of Coimbra, shall be interred on one side 
of the Altar, and himself on the other ; and names as execu- 
tor of his will one D. Jacques of Ceylon, also a relative of his.” 
No wonder that Lee was mystified by this passage, and to the 
date 1693 appended the note ; — There must be an error in 
this date, as this work is stated in the title-page to have been 
presented to the king of Portugal by Ribeyro in 1685.” 

Ghapter X . — Ribeiro states that the territory bequeathed 
by the Emperor Dom JoSo to the King of Portugal contained 
21,873 villages; but LeG. makes the number 21,863. 
There are numerous details omitted by LeG. For instance, 
Ribeiro enumerates the articles which the ‘‘mayors” 
of villages were bound to supply to the Emperor’s troops 
when on march, viz., “ chickens, hens, butter, kids, cows, and 
]pigs.” LeG. also fails to apprise us of the interesting fact 
that ‘‘all these villages have coolies [L.A. B. “ 

who are for the carting,” &c. In the list of trades, &c., Ribeiro 
mentions “ onainatos ” (washermen), ^^jagreiros ” (jaggery- 
makers), ^^pdchas'^^ (classed with sandal-makers and barbers, 
as of low caste i), “ cornacas ” (elephant-keepers), and ^^chaU(L%'' 
all of which we fail to find recorded in LeG. In the case 
of the “ cornacas ” this is due to the omission of some lines in 
B. The total weight of cinnamon obtained yearly by the 
King of Ceylon is said by LeG. to have been 10,565 
quintals : the figures in Ribeiro are 10,575. According to 
Ribeiro, the overseer of the gem-diggers in Sabaragamuwa 
was called “ Vidana das agras ” : this appears in LeG. as 
“ Vidava dasagras^'^ the printer having misread the n of the 
first word as a ; Lee translates the title as “ vidahn 
aratchy,” which is hardly justifiable. To this chapter also 
LeG. has appended an Addition. 


^ Clougli has “ JPaelbaydj a man of a degraded tribe, a low caste man.’’ 
(See also chapters XI. and XVI. of Eibeiro.) 
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Chapter XJ. — Here again Ribeiro mentions the pachas ” 
(B. Pdchaos ”), and LeG. has transferred the word with- 
out explaining it. Lee puts a note to it as follows : — “ Per- 
haps this is a mistake of the copyist for paduwas, originally 
palanquin-bearers from the coast,” but this explanation is 
unsatisfactory. In rendering Le Grand’s (and B.’s) “ Butate- 
gama” (L.A. “ Butalegama ”) as Bulatgama, however, Lee is 
no doubt correct. In speaking of the payment by the natives 
to their chiefs of taxes, Ribeiro says that the principal article 
in which payment was made was “areca, which is highly 
valued throughout India.” This LeG, deliberately alters 
into “ Areca^ which is a leaf that is greatly valued,” <fec. ; 
and Lee goes still further and says : — “ The tax is more 
especially paid in hetel^ which is a leaf,” &c. In this chapter 
LeG. has preserved the ‘^Gidles^^ (coolies) and ^^Motteto'*^ 
(muttemi) of Ribeiro. LeG. says that The forests of Ceylon 
are rich in productions which might be serviceable to 
commerce.” This can hardly be called a fair translation of 
Ribeiro’s words, which are : — Moreover, the forests contain a 
great quantity of cocculus (coca)P I referred above to the fact 
that Ribeiro states that Ceylon produces two kinds of resin ; 
these are mentioned here, and one is particularly described, 
which he says the people of India call “ chandarriisP Lee has 
a note to this : — “ I do not think this word is known in Ceylon 
— the gum mentioned is the Doommala^ a kind of copalP 
As I have shown above, Ribeiro specially says that it was 
in India that the name clmndarribs ” was used. The 
word is found in Arabic and Hindustani as sindariis^sandaros^ 
sundaros^ and in English as sandarach. 

Chapter XIL — In this chapter Ribeiro gives a description 
of the chifef places \cupied by the Portuguese in Ceylon. 
In describing ColoqT^o he says that the walls were of 
“ taipa singelaf which words LeG. has transferred without 
explanation, and Lee confesses himself unable to explain. 
A writer in the Orientalist says that they mean “ Sinhalese 
walls.” “ Taipa'""' means “mud wall,” and singela'"'" is noth- 
ing but “ simple.” That is, the walls were “ simply mud.” 
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LeG. fails to record the fact that the portion near the sea at 
the south of the fort of Colombo was called ‘‘Galvoca'^ 
(Galle Buck). He also omits the statement of Ribeiro that 
the fort of Jaffna was built of pumice-stone’’ (^^pedra 
pomes ”). To this chapter LeG. has a lengthy addition, to 
only one i>oint in which shall I refer. Speaking of 
Galle, he says : — “ .... the soil is everywhere stony, it is 
this that has given it the name das GravayasT What 
he thought Gravayas meant I cannot imagine. Lee makes 
the matter worse by, as usual, replacing as Gravayas^'' by 
“ gravets.” [Since the above was in type, I have discovered, 
through the kindness of Mr. F. H. de Yos of Galle, the 
origin of Le Grand’s explanation of the word Gravayas^ 
Ealdseus, in his Ceylon^ chapter XXII., says of Galle : — 

. . the mountains look very fin© from there. One 
travels along hewn out roads, called Gravettes, because they 
are made and cut [^gegraven] through the mountains.” Of 
course this explanation is utterly wrong, and Le Grand, by 
copying only a portion of what Baldasus wrote, has left his 
readers to flounder in a quagmire of hopeless doubt as to 
what connection “ stony ground ” could have with the name 

GravayasT'^ 

Chapter XIII. — ^This chapter calls for no special remark, 
except the last sentence, which, as the editors of L.A. have 
shown, LeG. has mistranslated, having been misled by B., 
which for casava ” reads escuzava^ 

Chapter XIV. — Ribeiro says that in Ceylon the image of 
Buddha {^^Bodu ”) was “ more than six cubits ” high. LeG. 
makes this “ more than 32 feet.” Ribeiro also states that the 
Siighalese call their year Auriidd^'' which fact LeG. 
passes over. The statement of Ribeir^ that ‘‘all assert” 
(“ todos affirmd^o ”) that “ the Apostle^^p Thomas. . . .was 
in this Island,” is modified by the copyist of B. into “ they 
say” &c. Ribeiro says of the Sinhalese that 

“ they do not deny the immortality of the soul, but say that 
when the wicked dies his soul goes into an animal suited to 
his evil habits, and he who lives well into some domestic 
49—89 F 
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animal, and especially into a cow : that of the brave man 
into a tiger, panther, ” &c. By the omission of a line B. 
has misled LeG. into making Eibeiro assert that the soul of 
a wicked man passes into a domestic animal, LeG. also has 
changed the ‘^panther” Q^onga'') of Ribeiro into a ^‘bear”' 
Ribeiro mentions the belief of the Sinhalese that 
those who have done well in one existence will have their 
possessions doubled in the next ; and he adds : — . . .for 
this reason these people do not inherit a real from their 
parents, nor do married persons ever show each other the 
money that comes into their hands, hut everything that each 
acquires he buries when the opportunity appears safe to him, 
and thus nobody has anything of his own. When they die 
they are found to have only some cattle and implements of 
labour or similar things.” LeG. has blundered over this as 
follows : — . . .this is why they preserve nothing of what 
he [the deceased] has amassed ; they bury all with him, and 
(mly retain some cattle,” &c. LeG. has an addition to this 
chapter also. Lee renders his “ Gones ” and Gliangatars'^ 
by gorimnanses^'* and sa7%ghias '*' ; he has omitted the last 
sentence of the Addition. 

Chapter XV, — LeG. omits the statement of Ribeiro that 
the trees at the foot of which the Siighalese placed their floral 
offerings were called (B. ”), i,e,y 

Bbdihami ” LeG. has a footnote as follows : — All that I 
have seen regarding the Heathen say that the Devil being 
wicked it is necessary to try and get his friendship by rites 
and presents or sacrifices ; and that God on the contrary being 
all-good has need of nothing.” This Lee has, most unjusti- 
fiably, incorporated in the text as if it were Ribeiro’s statement 
and referred to the 'Si:9halese. Ribeiro says that there are 
five kinds of poisonods snakes in Ceylon ; this LeG, omits.. 
In the latter part of this chapter LeG. has taken many 
liberties with the original. The last paragraph of Ribeiro is 
as follows: — “They are said to have many other sorceries;, 
but I relate what I saw with my own eyes. There are among 
them Astrologers, whom they call Nangatas : these, I doubt 
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not, are greater sorcerers than the others, since they have to 
have a hand in the matter before they are capacitated for one 
thing or another : these they always consult when making 
journeys and have an omen for anything ; the hour in which 
it is necessary to enter on a war, fight a battle, sow the field, 
get married, or any other business, all is done by their advice. 
These Nangatas are of a low caste corresponding to our 
drummers.” In place of this LeG. has the following : — 
Many other instances of their superstitions are related ; but 
that which is universal is, that they have many Astrologers 
whom they call Nagatas^ and that they undertake no 
business without consulting them. It is true that these 
Nagatas^ who in origin are poor wretches and of the vilest 
condition among these people, do sometimes make jiredictions 
that astonish one, when one sees, contrary to all hope, what 
they predicted occur; so that it is difficult to believe that 
there is not some pact with the Devil, and in fact something 
supernatural about the affair.” It is remarkable that in 
this passage B. (followed by LeG.) has a better reading 
{‘^Nagatds^’') than L.A. Nangatas'"'). Lee has the 
following note to this word : — “ The Singalese word for 
an Astrologer is {GiotisaBtrikaria\ and 

of an Astronomer «s5c5?c9C3^^S!3dcD3 {Naksastrikaria). The 
word in the text is unknown.” This is a surprising 
statement. Of course ^^nagata'"' represents the Sinhalese 
nakat or nekata. 

Ghajfder XVI . — In speaking of the caste system Ribeircv 
tells us that “ carids'"'" are fishermen, “ mainatos" washermen, 
and pachas''" sandal-makers: this LeG. omits. Ribeiro 
says of the Sinhalese: — “Ail these people are of the colour 
of a quince, some darker than others, the hair in the Nazarene 
fashion, the beard wide, in the ancient Portuguese style ; of 
a pleasant countenance, and not differing from the people of 
Spain,” &c. In place of the last words gente de 

Hespanha") B. has “from our Portuguese” (“rfos wssav 
Portugiiezes ”), while LeG. renders the passage as f oIIoavs : — 
“ All the men are swarthy, or rather of a colour approaching^ 

F 2 
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to reddisli'brown, some of a darker colour than others ; they 
wear the hair long, the beard square,” LeG, has also 
abbreviated a good deal in the latter part of this chapter, and 
in some places has been misled by false readings in B. He 
has also made an Addition to this chapter. 

Chapter XVll . — Ribeiro commences this chapter with the 
words ‘‘As we are speaking of these animals,” i.e., of 
elephants, to which he had been referring in the previous 
chapter. LeG., however, breaks the connection between 
chapters XVI. and XVII. by inserting chapter XVIII. between 
them, so making chapter XIX., which treats of the animals of 
Ceylon, follow the one on elephants. Speaking of the famous 
elephant Ortela, Ribeiro says that he brought the King of 
Kandy more than fifty thousand yearly; LeG. has 
‘"plus de cinquante mils ecus,” which Lee has by a slip 
rendered “about 15,000 crowns.” LeG. omits to record 
the fact mentioned by Ribeiro, that every year twenty or 
thirty elephants were sold to the Great Mogul. Ribeiro says 
that in eight days the wild elephants become tractable. 
LeG. shortens this period to three days. He has also 
abbreviated considerably throughout this chapter. 

Chapter XVIII , — By the omission of some lines B. has 
led LeG. to make the statement that even the low-caste 
murderer of a high-caste person could not be put to death 
unless taken within sixty days : whereas Ribeiro makes the 
contrary assertion. In the account of the trial for adultery, 
also, B. has omitted the words “ de azeite ” (“ of oil ”), and so 
led LeG. to make one of the ordeals the thrusting of the arm 
into a caldron of boiling water, LeG. also omits the 
following statement of Ribeiro’s : — “ This ordeal is a barbarous 
one ; but I heard one of our people, who was several times 
Maralleiro, say that he has seen many women come through 
these tortures without injury.” 

Chapter XIX , — ^Among the animals recorded by Ribeiro 
as being found in Ceylon are ^^macareos^'^ ; these are omitted 
by LeG. Ribeiro also says that the rivers yield large 
quantities of fish and “ camardes ” (prawns or shrimps) ; 
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LeG. translates the last -word coquillage ’’ (shellfish), which 
Lee has rendered shells ” ! Regarding smallpox, Ribeiro 
says : — “ They call this disease Deane charia, which in onr 
language means an affair with God.” This appears in LeG. 
as : — The people of the country call it A^icharia^ an affair 
with God, because apparently one does not recover from it 
except by a miracle, and because one must think of putting 
his affairs in order when he is attacked by this disease.” It will 
be noticed that for Deane charia'^'* LeG. has AneliaTicii!'' 
which Lee has further altered into Anharia^'^ The origin 
of Le Grand’s blunder is found in B., which reads dean^ 
charia,'^ the first two letters of which word LeG. evidently 
mistook for the Portuguese preposition de. Deane charia^^ 
apparently represents the Sinhalese Deviyanne kdriya. 
The Sinhalese name of the venereal disease is given in 
L.A. as “ Pardfigue rere^" while B. (followed by LeG.) 
reads Paranguelerej^ the latter being a better reading, 
if, as I supx30se, the Sinhalese parangiAeda is intended. 
Towards the end of this chapter the copyist of B. has omitted 
several lines. 

Chapter XX. — Ribeiro states that “there are large num- 
bers of bears in a portion of the island, but not throughout” : 
this LeG. omits. Ribeiro’s not very delicate story of the 
soldier and the mungoose has been considerably toned down 
by LeG. The statement in LeG. that “ the Sinhalese call it 
[the cobra] NcCia and Naghaia^' is an interpolation of the 
Abbe’s which he has fathered on Ribeiro. LeG. has also 
considerably abbreviated Ribeiro’s details regarding the 
snakes of Ceylon. 

Chapter XXL— In this chapter also LeG. has omitted 
many little details given by Ribeiro ; his mistranslation 
regarding the gathering of pepper has been noticed above 
by the editors of L.A. LeG. has appended to this chapter 
an Addition, containing information on precious stones by 
Barbosa, taken from Ramusio. 

Chapter XXII.— In this chapter also LeG. has taken 
considerable liberties with his original. His blunder about 
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the pearl diver’s privilege has been pointed out above by the 
editors of L.A. 

Chapter XXIII . — By omitting a line the copyist of B. 
has led LeG. to make Ribeiro say that the trees planted 
round the footprint on Adam’s Peak were intended to give 
the spot a more venerable appearance ; whereas onr author 
really states that the trees made the place healthier and more 
agreeable. The Abbe has characteristically improved on 
Eibeiro’s outspoken remarks as to the fraudulent origin of 
the footprint. L.A. has the misprint ‘‘Pasdim corla” for 
“ Pasduncorla,” as B. has it (LeG. ‘‘Pasdum corla”). For 
the “ Trequimale ” and “ Batecalou ” of L.A., B. has “ Trin- 
quimale” and “Baticalou.” 

Chapter XXIV. — LeG. makes Ribeiro say that it is a 
singular thing that Ceylon should have for centuries con- 
tained so many different nations, and he adds a footnote to 
explain that these were probably the descendants of persons 
shipwrecked on the coasts of the Island. But he has quite 
misunderstood our author, who makes no such statement as 
that fathered upon him, but is referring to the Veddas. 
LeG. also makes Ribeiro say : — There was formerly 
near Balane a small Kingdom called Saula"^: here the Abbe 
has misread the J of Jaula ” (Yala) in B. as an and has 
mistakenly altered Balave ” (Walawe) to “ Balane.” Among 
the places supplied with salt from the saltpans of Balave 
Ribeiro mentions ‘^Villacem” (Wellassa): this name LeG. 
omits. The pagoda ” which Ribeiro speaks of at the end of 
this chapter is not the Wirgel-coil or temple ” as Lee states, 
but that of Kataragama : Ribeiro gives the name (“ Catergao”), 
but LeG. has failed to record it. Ribeiro, moreover, says 
that it was guarded by “five hundred” armed men, not 
“ 1,500,” as LeG. makes it. 

Book II. 

Chapter /.— In this chapter occurs a passage, one word 
of which LeG. has most amusingly metamorphosed. In 
LeG. we .read: — “It was immediately sought to reassure 
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the subjects of the King of Portugal, somewhat alarmed by the 
irruption which the King of Candy had made ; a garrison of 
five hundred Portuguese was placed at Mania, in order to 
arrest the incursions of the Cingalese, and to abate the pride 
of their King.” Now I have no doubt that many readers of 
LeG. or of Lee’s translation have wondered where *^Maula” 
was situated, and have searched the maps in vain to find it. 
The fact is, however, that Maula” is what Professor Skeat 
would call a “ghost word,” and is an invention of the worthy 
Abbe, founded on a misreading of B. What Ribeiro wrote 
was that “ The General quieted all the territories, and seeing 
that the war had broken out from the King’s side, and that he 
was very proud and vain, and in order to tame his pride, put 
himself on the march with five hundred Portuguese soldiers, 
and the black people of our territories, all well armed,” &c. 
I give on the opposite page a facsimile of the passage in B„ 
from which it will be seen that the word mar Glia’*' is so written 
as to be easily mistaken for “ Maula” by one unacquainted 
with the copyist’s mode of forming his letters ; but this 
-excuse can hardly be pleaded in the case of the Abbe ; in fact, 
the same word occurs a few lines above, where the letters 
are more clearly formed. It was this curious error that con- 
firmed my suspicion that B. was the identical MS. used 
by LeG. for his translation. Ribeiro gives as the reasoii 
for the King of Kandy’s Atapattu Mudaliyar’s marching on 
JaflEna, the fact that the garrison of that fort was small, and 
that Felippe de Oliveira, who had brought that kingdom 
under submission to the Portuguese rule, was dead. This is 
not recorded in LeG., the copyist of B. having omitted a 
couple of lines. The name of the captain of the relieving 
expedition sent to Jaffna is given by LeG. as “Jean 
de Pina,” but L.A. and B. both read “FoSo,” not “JoSo.” 
Ribeiro tells us that the Portuguese general went from 
Manicavare to Malvana, “where that King [of Kandy] 
solicited peace, with all the earnestness and the conditions 
that we required. The general was not very unwilling to 
accede, both on account of those conditions and because the 
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fcjoldiers during those two years had become worn out by the 
continual marches and toils/’ <fec., and goes on to say : — how- 
orer, atthis time an order reached him from the Viceroy,, 
the Conde de Liiihares, in which he expressly commanded 
him that he should once for all conquer that Kingdom,, 
accusing him of remissness,” LeG, has misunderstood the- 
first part of this passage strangely, for he renders it: — . , . 
from there he went to Malvana, where the King solicited 
him earnestly for some time to endeavour to reduce the rest 
of the country. The General recognised the importance and 
the difficulties of this enterprise,” &c. Apparently the Abbe 
thought the King” referred to was the Portuguese “ King of 
Malvana.” Lee seems not to have been able to understand 
what was meant hy ‘Hhe King,” for he leaves him out entirely,, 
and translates: — . .he went to Malwana, where he 
received pressing orders,” &c. LeG. makes Kibeiro say that 
the Viceroy was ignorant of previous communications on the 
subject of the capture of Ceylon : this is absurd, and is not 
borne out by the original. Ribeiro gives the year 1630 as 
that when Constantino de Sa became for the second time 
Captain-General of Ceylon, and prepared to enter on the 
campaign which cost him his life : this LeG. omits. Ac-* 
cording to L.A. the four traitor Mudaliyars were ‘^allied 
to the chief Portuguese inhabitants,” but according to B.- 
with persons of authority.” LeG. has made an Addition 
to this chapter, in which some details are given regarding 
the traitors. 

Chapter IL — Ribeiro says : — “ The soldiers that he [the 
General] had did not amount to four hundred ; wherefore 
he chose some citizens of Colnmbo capable of accompanying 
him, and with the one and the other body he made np five 
hundred men, and some twenty thousand lascarins.” 
LeG. renders this ; — “ He drew as many as four hundred 
Portuguese from the garrisons, and enrolled some thousand 
or eleven hundred in Colombo ; so that he collected nearly 
fifteen hundred Portuguese and twenty thousand Lascarins.” 
As before, the Abbe has misunderstood q^inJimtos'^ to mean^ 
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fifteen hundred ” instead of ‘‘‘ five hundred.” Ribeiro says 
that B. Jorge de Almeida landed at Colombo ‘^at the end of 
October, 1631”; LeG. says “on the 21st of October of the 
year 1631.” 

Gha 2 )ter III. — Ribeiro says that the Portuguese whom the 
Captain-General had deprived of the elephant given him by 
the King of Kandy received from the latter “ precious stones ” 
of double the value. LeG. simply says “ presents.” 

Chapter IV. — ^As an example of the carelessness of 
the copyist of B., and of the way in which he has altered 
words arbitrarily, I may mention the following. L.A. 
reads : — “ Com esta resposta se poz logo o General em 
marcha com toda a gente de guerra das nossos terras but 
B. has : — “ Com esta Reposta sepos logo o Rey em marcha, 
ou general em marcha com toda agente da Terra de nossos 
dominios.” 

Chapter V. — The words with which this cha];)ter concludes 
in LeG., viz., “and thus was kindled in the Island of 
Ceylon a war that cost Portugal dearly,” are not found in 
Ribeiro. 

Chapter VI. — According to Le Grand, Ribeiro makes the 
statement that “ thei’e is no port on that side,” i.e,^ on the 
east coast of Ceylon ; and Lee aj^pends to this a note, 
saying : — “ .... it is unnecessary to point out the inaccu- 
racy of this remark to those who know that there is perhaps 
not a finer harbour in the world, certainly not in the Eastern 
seas, than that of Trincomalee.” But Ribeiro does not make 
any such assertion : he simply says that the position of 
Batticaloa and Trincomalee rendered them of little use to the 
Portuguese, who spent more on those places than they got 
from them. According to L.A. it was “ after seven days ” 
that the garrison of Trincomalee capitulated to the Dutch ; 
B. has “ in a few days.” 

Chapter VII. — Ribeiro describes Caimel as being situated 
“a league to the north of Negumbo”; LeG. says “a league 
from Negumbo while Lee makes it “a league below Ne- 
gombo.” According to L.A. the Portuguese, after fortifying 
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Negombo, placed in it “ three ” pieces of artillery ; B., 
followed by LeG., makes it ‘‘ten” (“&s” for 
Regarding Dom Filippe Mascarenhas, Ribeiro says “ . • . . 
of the many nobles I knew during nineteen years in that 
dominion [India], he surpassed all in his character and 
virtues.” LeG, has blundered over this, and made Ribeiro 
say that he was acquainted with this noble “ during eighteen 
years.” (B. has “em 18 annos alias 19,”) Ribeiro says 
that Antonio da Mota Galv^o was sent to Sabaragamuwa to 
bring it under the rule of the Portuguese ; LeG, says that 
he was sent from that district for that purpose ! 

Chapter IX . — Ribeiro says that Pernio de Mendo 9 a, when 
•escaping from the Kandyan King’s dominions, reached 
Matara through the “Grevaias,” which, as usual, Lee has 
rendered “ gravets.” 

Chapter X . — ^Ribeiro says that Antonio da Mota Galvao sent 
an escort to meet the prince of Uva at “Opanaique” (Opana- 
yaka). The copyist of B., mistaking the first letter of this 
name for the Portuguese definite article, makes it “o 
Panaique,” which LeG. copies. Strangely enough, L.A. is 
still worse, for it reads “o panaique.” 

Chapter XL — LeG. says that the Prince of Uva was accom- 
panied to Goa by two nobles and “two” servants. Ribeiro 
does not specify the number of the latter. The account of 
the Prince’s baptism is also a good deal abbreviated by LeG. 

Chapter XII . — The copyist of B, has omitted a couple of 
lines near the beginning of this chapter, and LeG., not 
being able to make sense of what remained, has abbreviated 
considerably. For the “Oadangao” of L.A., B. has 
“Candegam” (in LeG. “ Condegan ”), which is nearer the 
correct form of the. name, viz., Kendangomuwa. LeG, 
has again altered “ Balave ” to “ Balane,” and Lee has once 
more rendered “ Gravayas” by “ Gravets.” For the “ Acomi- 
vina” (Akmimana) of L.A., B. has “Acomevina,” which in 
LeG. is altered to “Acomerina.” LeG. omits the statement 
of Ribeiro that the Dutch commissary who arrived in 
Oolombo in February, 1643, to inform the Portuguese of 
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the ten years’ treaty of peace, was Pieter Burel, and that he 
came with four ships. 

Chapter XIII. — Eibeiro says that the battle of Cura^a ” 
lasted from 9 in the morning to 3 in the afternoon ; LeG. 
makes it commence at 8 a.m. LeG. makes the name of 
the Butch commander Yanderhat L.A. has “ XJvanderlat,” 
and B. YTanderlat.” (Of course Van der Laan is meant.) 
Ribeiro adds that he was “ the best soldier they had in the 
Island.” The wounded on the Portuguese side were 67, 
and not 60, as LeG. has it. Ribeiro does not state, as 
LeG. makes him say, that the Captain-General raised the 
ranks and the pay of those wounded in this conflict : he 
simply says that he slipped under the bolster of each a 
paper containing 12, 15, or 20 Saii-Thom^s, according to their 
rank. LeG. is also inaccurate in other details. For 
^‘Acommna” or ‘‘Acomevina” LeG. has ^’Comeriau,” 
which Lee has altered to “ Comerian.” (This curious mistake 
is due partly to a misprint and partly to Le Grand’s mis- 
reading of B., the copyist of which has written a Comevina,”) 
LeG., following B., has the misspellings “ Mapoligana ” and 

Bolitote,” for “Mapolegama” and “Belitote.” To the latter 
name Lee has a note, ? Bentotte.” This is absurd: Welitota 
is the place referred to. “ Mapolegama ” is of course 
Mapalagama. There seems to be no doubt that by ‘‘ Cura 9 a ” 
Ribeiro meant Mirissa, but how the name assumed such a 
guise I cannot imagine, unless it was in some way confused 
with Akuressa. 

Chapter XIV. — Through a stupid blunder of the copyist 
of B., LeG. makes Ribeiro say that Pedro de Sousa left 
Colombo for Negombo at 8 in the morning, whereas he 
simply says that eight companies marched from Colombo to 
assist the other Portuguese troops, Eibeiro also says that 
they marched with great difficulty, as the route consisted of 
five leagues of deep sand, which caused them to go back- 
wards as much as forwards. “ Po^inho,” which Ribeiro states 
was midway between Colombo and Negombo, means ‘‘the 
little well.” LeG. says that on the news of the defeat of the 
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Portuguese army reaching Colombo, the wife of Antonio da 
Mota GalvSo “increased the alarm and horror by her cries.’'^ 
This is utterly unjustified by the original ; and in other 
details the Abbe is equally incorrect. LeG. says that the 
successor of Antonio da Mota Galv^o in command of the 
troops was “Jean Alvarfe Brandan B. has “Joao Alyres 
Brandao”; but L.A. reads “Joao Alvres BeltrSo.” LeG. 
says that the Captain-General of Colombo placed troops “ in 
the castle of Beta!.” Here he has been misled by B., which 
reads “ pago ” (castle) for “ ” (pass). The place 

referred to is Pass Betal (Wattala). 

Chapter XV, — LeG., following B., says that it was on the 
17th of January, 1640, that the Dutch retired from Colombo to 
Negombo ; whereas L.A. has the 27th. The “ Pa^o dos 
Lagartos ” of B. and LeG. should be “ Passo dos Lagartos ” 
(the Pass of the Lizards). As a specimen of the manner in 
which LeG. has curtailed and mistranslated the original, 
the following passage may be quoted. Kibeiro says : — “ On 
the 25th we gave them [the enemy] an invitation with nine 
hundred and fifty balls and one hundred and twenty fire- 
bombs, which had more the appearance of the latter than that 
they were such in reality ; for the zeal of the Captain-General 
led him to order the casting of a mortar, and in place of bombs 
he ordered a good numberof cocoanutstobe filled with powder, 
which, when well covered with tow, pitch, and other in- 
gredients, seemed to be what they were not ; so that, while the 
enemy made fun of these bombs, they were all the same much 
annoyed by them ; for the Church and the houses of the old 
fortress did not hold two hundred, and four hundred found 
accommodation in thatched huts, and they went about conti- 
nually with buckets in their hands to protect themselves from 
those fireballs ; but the greatest effect was almost nothing.” 
This LeG. renders thus : — “ On the 25th there came to us a 
convoy of 950 bullets and 150 bombs ; the Captain-General 
caused mortars to be erected, from which cocoanuts supplied 
with pitch, tow, and resin were thrown, all thinking that 
they would greatly inconvenience the besieged, because, aa 
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there were not housee to lodge all the garrison, the greater 
part of the soldiers were in wretched huts easy to burn. 
But all this had no great effect” LeG. has also considerably 
abbreviated the speech of the German officer, and his 
version of it is very incorrect. LeG., following B., says that 
the assault on Negombo lasted from 11 AM, to 11 P.M. ; 
L.A. says from 11 A.M. to 2 P.M. For the Val dos Reis ”of 
L.A., B. and LeG. have “ Yaldereis.” The “ Yerganpetim” of 
L.A. is in B. “ Yargempetim,” and in LeG. ‘‘ Yaigampetim.” 
Lee has rendered it “ Waygampittia,” which is incorrect ; the 
place referred to is Weligampitiya, between Colombo and 
Negombo. 

Chapter XVI , — For the ‘‘Bebiliagama” of L.A., B. and LeG. 
have Bitiagama.” 

Chapter XV IL — For ^‘Lahoa” (Alawwa) Le Grand has 

Lagoa,” he having misread B., where the h is written very 
like a g, Ribeiro says : — “At Caliture a Captain of infantry 
was in charge with his company ; and likewise another in a 
stockade made of wood at Canasture, where we had a magazine, 
in which were stored the provisions and ammunition that 
came by the river for the supply of the camp at Manicavare.” 
This LeG. renders: — “ A Company of Infantry with a Captain 
was stationed at Calitur^, and at the mouth of the river 
of Caliture some magazines were made for the camp of 
Manicavare, and there likewise a Company of Infantry was 
stationed.” Here the Abbe has gone out of his way to 
blunder : the “river” referred to by Ribeiro is the Kelani, and 
“ Canastur6” is Kanadura on the Gurugoda-oya. He has also 
deliberately altered the “ eighty ” soldiers of which each of 
the three companies in Colombo was composed to “ eight 
hundred.” With this chapter commences the omission by 
the copyist of B. of long passages, often of great importance, 
of the original, with the occasional insertion of words to 
fill up the lacunae. It is no wonder, therefore, that Le Grand 
sometimes found it difficult to follow the narrative, and 
inserted statements not made by Ribeiro. For instance, 
in this chapter LeG# makes Ribeiro say of Lopo Barriga 
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that he was active and vigilant man, but one not to 
the taste of everybody, and regarded more as the spy and 
minister to the imssions of the General than as a camp 
Marshal.” Arandure ” (Aranclara) isin B. written Andure,” 
and LeG. has still further altered this to Andune.” 

Oha^Aer XVllL — The greater part (about six-sevenths) of 
this chapter is omitted by B. 

Chapter XIX, — ^About three-fourths of this chapter is 
omitted by B., including the explanation of the word 
“ Garaveto ”(gravet) as ‘‘agate for the entrance of a stockade.” 

Chapter XX, — ^About half of this chapter is omitted by B. 
LeG. has joined this chapter to chapter XIX. Ribeiro says 
that the Dutch placed in the Rayigam Korale “ four hundred 
lasoarins.” LeG. has 4,000, having been misled by B., which 
reads “quatro sentos mil lascarins.” 

Chapter XXI, — B. has omitted about a fourth of this short 
chapter, one omission being Ribeiro’s statement that General 
Hulft’s squadron “ consisted of eighteen ships and two 
patachos^ in which were six thousand men of war.” 

Chapter XXII, — B. omits about half of this chapter. 
Chapters XXI. and XXII. form chapter XX, in LeG. 

Chapter XXIII, — No less than seven-eighths of this chapter 
is omitted by B. For “Nossa Senhora da Vida” LeG. has 

nuestra Senora d'ajiida,'*' thus substituting Spanish for Por- 
tuguese, and converting “Our Lady of Life” into “Our Lady 
of Help.” A good example of the utter nonsense that the 
writer of B. has made of Ribeiro by his omissions is found in 
this chapter, where LeG., following B., states that Antonio 
de Mello de Castro, with one hundred men, killed more than 
three thousand of the enemy ; whereas in fact, Ribeiro says 
that in the assault on the battery of Santa Cruz the Dutch 
lost more than two thousand (“mais de dous mil”; but 
B., “ paijante de trez mil”). 

Chapter XXIV, — More than three-fourths of this chapter 
is omitted by B,, and in LeG. it is condensed into some 
dozen lines. The “countermine” (“ contramina ”) of L.A. 
is converted in B. into a “curtain” (“cortina”). 
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Chapter XXV. — More than five-sevenths of this chapter 
is omitted by B. In this and the two preceding chapters 
Ribeiro gives most interesting details of the siege of 
Colombo, and draws a terrible picture of the sufferings 
endured by the Portuguese from want of food and pestilence. 
Beside dogs, fifteen elephants were eaten, only the famous 
Ortela being spared. LeG. has combined this and the two 
preceding chapters as chapter XXI. of his translation. 

Chapter XXVI. (chapter XXII. in LeG.). — B. omits three- 
fourths of this chapter, including the statement that the 
Portuguese prisoners were sent to Negapatam. LeG. gives 
May 10, 1656, as the date of the evacuation of Colombo by the 
Portuguese ; Ribeiro says that it was May 12. 

Chapter XXVII. (chapter XXIII. in LeG.). — More than 
half of this chapter is omitted by B. In the list of persons 
who were present at the siege of Jaffna, LeG., following B., 
inserts after the name of JoSo Botado de Seixas that of 
Lan 9 arote de Sexas,” and makes Mathias Catanho (printed 
‘^Catarho”) the “ Y6dor da Fazenda,” or Controller, instead 
of Leonardo de Oliveira. 


Book III. 

Chapter I. — B. omits more than a half of this chapter, and 
LeG. passes it by entirely, except the heading, which he has 
attached to chapter YIII. 

Chapter IL — More than half of this chapter also is omitteci 
by B., and the whole of it by LeG. It deals, like the first 
chapter, with the errors committed by the Portuguese in their 
conquest of India. 

Chapter III. — B. omits more than three-fifths of this 
chapter, which LeG. has entirely left out. It treats of the 
whole of the Portuguese empire in India, and describes the 
various fortresses. 

Chapter IV. — The subject of the preceding chapter is con- 
tinued in this. B. omits almost the whole of this chapter, 
and the parts that remain are so utterly disconnected that 
it is no wonder that LeG. passes over it also. 
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Chapter F. — In tlais cliapter Eibeiro shows that it was 
necessary for the Portuguese to maintain only Malacca, Ormuz, 
and Goa. B. omits more than three-fifths of the chapter, 
and LeG. omits the whole of it. 

Chapter VI . — This continues the subject of the preceding 
chapter. About three-fourths is omitted by B., and the whole 
by LeG. 

Chapter VII . — In this chapter Eibeiro argues that the 
Portuguese should have abandoned the whole of their posses- 
sions in India and occupied Ceylon exclusively. B. omits 
three-fourths of the chapter and LeG. the whole. 

Chapter VIIL — The heading of this chapter is, “How 
the produce of the lands of the Island should have been 
gathered,” but, as I have said, LeG. has substituted the 
heading of chapter I., and has made this a part of the first 
chapter of Book HI. in his translation- B., from which 
he translates, has omitted about five-sevenths of the chapter. 
Eibeiro says that the king of Kandy might have exported 
yearly not one hundred shiploads of cinnamon, but two or 
three thousand ; LeG. says “ one or two thousand.” 

Chapter IX . — The subject of this chapter, according to 
the heading, is “The chief errors of modern times.” B. 
omits half of the chapter, and LeG. joins his translation 
of the remaining half to the preceding chapter. In describ- 
ing the sufferings which he endured in the service of his 
king in Ceylon, Eibeiro says that for eighteen years he 
had “ marching by night and by day, going barefoot, and 
covered with forest leeches, always living in the jungle.” 
Le Grand’s version is that he “ passed eighteen years in 
the woods of Ceylon, going almost naked, and torn by the 
thorns.” The reason why he does not mention the leeches is, 
that B., in place of “ cuberto de sanguesugos do mato,” reads 
“ cuberto de sangue cheigas do matto,” which is nonsense. 

Chapter X . — The heading put to this chapter by LeG. 
(who makes it chapter II. in his translation) is not found 
in Eibeiro, who simply states that it brings the work to a 
conclusion. Three-fifths of the chapter is omitted by B. 
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I have thus encleavoui^ed to show briefly how badly 
Ribeiro has been treated by a careless and dishonest copyist 
and a not very faithful translator! A rough calcnlation 
shows that B. has omitted a good deal more than one- 
fourth of the original ; and the editors of L.A. are therefore 
<j[nite justified in saying that “we have not yet, at least, 
a translation of the work of Joao Ribeiro.” Several years 
ago I began a translation into English of the Lisbon 
Academy’s edition, but fi*om want of leisure did not proceed 
very far; and it is as well that this was the case, for it 
seems that a somewhat fuller and more grammatical text of 
Ribeiro’s work than that published by the Lisbon Academy 
of Sciences is in existence. Shortly before I returned to^ 
Ceylon from England in 1887, 1 -wrote to the Secretary of the 
Academy of Sciences at Lisbon, to ask him if he could put 
me in the way of obtaining any information regarding 
Ribeiro and his work, and I received a short letter in reph\ 
accompanied by a pamphlet, the title of -which (translated) 
is as follows : — “ Short Comparison of a Printed Work issued 
by the Royal x4eademy of Sciences, with a Manuscript of his 
Excellency the Yisconde da Esperam^a on the History of the 
Island of Ceylon, by A. P. Barata.” This pamphlet was 
published in Evora in 1886, and the following is a translation 
of it : — 

I. 

“In. the valualfie library of the Yisconde da Esperan(,*a 
there is an important manuscript entitled Historla da Ilha 
de Geildo expendlda e dedicada d Mage^iado do Seufior Reg 
Dom Pedro segundif, }umo Senhor^ pdlo mjjitao Jo&i^ 
Ribeiro. Fielnierte copiada do ^eii orighial por hum corhmo.. 
Lisboa Anno de 17-5/?. It is a folio of 327 leaves. 

“This copy was made by a careful and eonscientiouB 
individual, who has written in an ante-prologue : — ' Iix the 
choice library of Jose Preire Monterroy Muscarenhas there 
was a quarto book written and signed by Joao Ribeiro,, 
which may be looked upon as the original of this author ; 
and as such it was considered by its owner. On account 
of its rarity I have transcribed this copy, and in xny opinion 
it is of equal trustworthiness, and in order that it may 
be so held by bibliophiles I have attached to it this 
*statement.’ 

49--89 
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This work was published in vol. V. of the Noticias para, 
u Mstoria e geograqMa dan nagdes iiltrcmannaH^ with a 
different title : Fatalidade historina da ilha de Geilao^ &c. 

“ The author is referred to in the Bibliotheca Lmitana^ and 
more biographically in the notice that precedes the publi- 
cation of the Royal Academ.y of Sciences. 

There is, however, much to be noticed regarding the two 
copies, the printed and the manuscript. 

The printed versi<jn was given to the Academy by the 
Cardinal Patriarch Fr. Francisco de S. Luiz, and this Society 
ordered it to be printed, believing it to be the very one that 
the author presented to D. Pedro IL, notwithstanding its being 
written by another hand, aitliough signed by Joao Ribeiro. 

From the note of the copyist of the manuscript, we gather 
that the original of MoiitaiToio Masearenhas was ivritten and- 
Mgnexl by the author*, ii circumstance wliich the more gains 
for it the credit that it deserves from us. 

‘‘ From a comparison of the two copies, printed and manu- 
script, it is evident that the latter is a later work, made 
after the printed edition ; that is, that the printed edition is 
a copy of the rough sketch, of the first work of the pen of the 
Portuguese soldier in those distant regions, written without 
nicety of diction, without that classicism of phrase and 
completeness possessed by the manuscript copy, in which 
•can be seen the work of the study, of rest and quiet, in the 
better rounding off of the periods, in the pruning away 
of exuberances, in tJie expaiLsion of deficiencies, in the 
infusion into the whole work of the fifteenth century flavour, 
which is lacking in the printed edition. 

The first part of the three into which the work is divide<[ 
contains the same number of chapters, 24. 

“ So many and so important are the alterations in the form, 
tljat to prove this it would be necessary to reproduce faith- 
fully these chapters, both of the printed edition and of the 
manuscript, a plan w^hich, beside being lengthy, would be 
tedious. 

“All, — the dedication, the prologue, and the chai)ters, — 
rliough essentially the same, has been recast. Let us 
look at the first chapter. The printed edition says -.—‘The 
precious island of Ceilao extends from about the sixth 
to the tenth degree of north latitude, that is, from Galle 
Point to Rocky Point [da ponta de G*alle a ponta das 
PedrasJ, and is seventy-two length and forty- 

seven in breadth, tvhieh is .*:■ from Ohilao to 

Trequimale,’ 

“The manuscript referred to says ‘ The precious island 
of Ceilao is situated in the north latitude, from 6 degrees to 
about 10, w^hich [reach] from the Point of Galle to that of the 
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Eocks [qtiei da ponta da Galle th4 a das pedras] : it is 82 
leagues in length and 4 in breadth, which is the distance 
from Chilao to Treqnimale ; and its circumference is 190 
leagues.’ 

The 2nd chapter in the printed edition begins : — ^ It is said 
that this Island had seven Kingdoms ; this does not surprise 
me, for even at the present day, on the coast of India, these 
people out of a limited province form a Kingdom, as we have 
seen on the coast of Oannara and Mala var , . . . ’ 

‘‘ The manuscript reads : — ‘ It is said that this island had seven 
: this does not surprise me, for on the coast of India, 
even at the present day, these people form a kingdom out 
of a limited province, as we have seen on the coast of Oannara 
and Malavar.’ 

“ Here the superiority of form, the elegance of diction, are 
to be noted. 

In chapter VIII. is printed : — ‘As D. Joao had the Queen 
in his hands, he executed on her the' purpose which he had 
secretly determined on ; and which was, that then in public 
in the sight of all, he should dehower her, by which act he 
would obtain the end of his hopes in making himself King.’ 

“ In the manuscript : — ‘ As D, Joao had succeeded in getting 
possession of D. Catharina, he executed the purpose that he 
had only secretly determined on, which was to have con- 
nexion with her publicly, the only means of obtaining 
marriage with her and being King of her Dominions.’ 

“ One is struck with the superiority and delicacy of phrase 
in the allusion to the act, from which there can remain 
no doubt that the manuscript under notice was amended by 
the author himself from the first one, which the Academy 
took in hand to print. 

‘‘It is well to notice the divergence of the headings of 
^chapter XIX. Whilst that of the printed edition says that 
there was in the island ‘ a great abundance of provisions, 
cattle, and diseases,’ that of the manuscript asserts that it had 
‘ abundance of provisions, cattle, and few diseases,’ an asser- 
tion which a perusal of the chapter, both in the printed edition 
iind in the manuscript, fully demonstrates. 

“As far as the 24th chapter of Book I. noteworthy differ- 
■ences are to be found, and this also contains some. The 
printed edition runs : — ‘ It is not amiss to note, that this 
Island being, as neither with the size of Borneo, or S. Louren^o, 
which in fine by the capacity of these, and extent of land, 
might have a similar monstrosity ; but it is to be noticed, as 
we have shown, that the circumference of CeilS .0 is a little 


* According to the neage of the writers of the period, there is tke ellipse 
of a verb, perhaps vao (reach ). — JVbte of Sr, Barata, 
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more or less in land than this onr Kingdom, ■which, has 
had for many ages back a people, that their trade and 
mode of living would appear a fabulous narrative ; however^ 
all who go to the Island have knowledge of it.’ This is 
not very lucid, and has no grammatical smoothness. The 
manuscript corrects in this manner: — ^It is not amiss to 
express surprise that this island of Ceilao not being in size 
like that of Burn^o, or S. Louren^o, has had for many ages 
back a people preserving their rites and ceremonies, the 
narration of which would appear fabulous to all prudent 
reasoning ; however, none of those who should chance to 
live in this Island would be able to doubt the truth of thi& 
statement which I make for the satisfaction of the inquisi- 
tive mind.’ 

^‘The correction is manifest, and, as its noble possessor says,, 
‘‘the printed edition is taken from the first handiwork of 
the author, and the manuscript from the second, already 
corrected by him.’ 

“ Not only the text, as is seen, has been altered, but even the 
headings of the chapters ; it is like a new work on the same 
design, from the chief title of the book to the accessorj^ 
minutiae. 

“ This comparison seems to me sufficient for the apprecia- 
tion of the first book ; I shall continue the same method in 
the subsequent ones. 


IL 

“To show exactly how much the two editions differ, I shall 
continue to give parallels of the commencements of chapters 
only, as the complete transcription of these would be, as I 
have already stated, a reproduction of the two editions. 

“ The second book commences with these words : — ‘ We 
have shown briefly, and in the mode in which it was 
possible to us, what CeilSo is and what it produces, rites, 
laws, and customs of that people, and everything else that 
we saw, experienced, and considered in eighteen years of 
residence.’ 

“ The manuscript : — ‘ We have shown in the mode in which 
it was possible the situation, fertility, and riches of the island 
of OeilSo ; laws, rites, and ceremonies of its inhabitants ; and 
everything else that we observed in the course of eighteen 
years that we resided there.’ 

“ The printed chapter ends : — ‘ .... that in fine all are 
blacks our enemies.’ 

“And the manuscript: — . . . who are always black 
and our enemies by nature, and only friends by necessity;’ 

“ The printed second chapter commences : — ‘ With the 
previous occurrences that we have stated, and the elder 



CAPTAIN JO AO RIBEIBO. 


303 


36.— 1888.] 

Prince of Gandia, by name Eaja Cinga, making an incursion 
into our territories, in order to incite the Captain-General, as 
bad been agreed with the Modeliares . . . 

“ This is a sort of abstruse jumble, in which grammar is 
wanting. Let us see what the manuscript says : — ‘ With the 
previous occurrences which we have considered, the elder 
Prince of Gandia, called Rajatinga, made an incursion 
into our territories to incite our Captain-General, as he had 
agreed with the Modiliares . . . 

“ With the same ideas, the conclusion of the chapter dijBEers 
in form. 

“ The third printed chapter begins : — ‘ The King of Gandia 
Henar Pandar died, being the widower of D. Catherina.’ 

In the manuscript : — ‘ Hanar Pandar, King of Gandia, 
being already the widower of the Queen D. Catharina, died.’ 

“ Thus the literary and academic woi'k proceeds with the 
grammatical and linguistic correction. 

The ninth chapter opens in this manner : — ‘ Before we 
continue the narrative it is necessary for us for a better 
understanding that we turn back . . . . ’ 

^ To turn back ’ is so vulgar that the author corrects in 
the manuscript : — ‘ Before we prosecute this history, for its 
better understanding it is necessary to retrocede . . . . ’ 
And the commencement of the eleventh chapter says : — 
After the Prince had been in the city ten days . . . . ’ 

“And the manuscript : — ‘After the prince had resided in 
this city ten days ’ 

“ And further, in the thirteenth printed : — ‘ After we had 
the territories of Sofregao all submissive . . . . ’ 

“ Gorrection of the apograph : — ‘ After we had subjected to 
our authority all the territories of Sof regam . . . . ’ 

“And without going through all the chaj)ters of the twenty- 
seven which the second book contains, I shall show the manner 
in which the last one commences : — ‘ The Hollanders seeing 
that after we had lost the city of Golumbo, we brought a large 
force, and with it reinforced the Island of Manar, and the 
Kingdom of JafanapatSo, where had assembled a fleet of 
galleys, which had been sent to the help of Golumbo by 
Manoel Mascarenhas Homem, who was Governor of the Domi- 
nion, through the death of the Gonde de Sarzedas, Vice-Roy 
thereof, the Gaptain-Major of which was Francisco de Seixas 
Cabreira ; and also another of twelve sanguicels^ which the 
same Governor sent to Manar, and the Captain-Major of this 
was Manoel de Mello de Sampaio : as well as a hundred and 
ten soldiers and captains, whom the Hollanders had sent to 
Negapatao, having surrendered in Golumbo, and who went 
.as prisoners in the ships.’ 

“ What did the Hollanders do on seeing all this ? The 
.text does not say. 
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‘‘Let us look at the correction of the copy of the Visconde^ 
da Esperan 9 a. 

“ ‘ The Hollanders seeing, after they had taken from us the 
city of Columbo, that we brought a large force to the island 
of Mannar, and Kingdom of JanapatSo, Isic'] where had * 
assembled the fleet of plleys which the Governor of India 
had sent by the Captain-Major Francisco de Sexas Cabreira ;; 
and the other of 7 caturres, of which Manoel de Mello 
Sampaio was Captain-Major ; and knowing that the same 
Governor of India, after having been informed of the loss of 
Columbo, had nominated as Captain-General of the island of 
CeilSo Antonio d’ Amaral Menezes, who actually occupied 
the post of Governor of that Kingdom, who informed him of 
the despatch of reinforcements, who might do to them what 
they had just done, which would not be difficult for the 
Portuguese whilst they continued in Janapat^o, [sic] 
determined, in order to guard against the mischief that they 
feared, to drive us out of the island of Mannar also.’ 

“ Here we have the verb that is wanting in the copy printed 
by the Academy, — ‘ determined.’ 

“It is manifest, therefore, that the manuscript copy is 
the corrected one, which the Academy ought to have printed 
if it had known of its existence, and not the rough di'aft of 
the soldier, the skeleton naked of form, of literary clothing,, 
as its scientific dignity demanded. 

Neither the edition of Montarroio Mascarenhas nor this 
copy of the Yisconde da Esperan^a was known of, and in this 
respect the Society is free from blame. Where, however, it is 
not, is, in my opinion, in having ordered to be printed a work 
that ought to have been corrected, at least of serious faults of 
grammar, if not of imperfections of forms of proper names,, 
which very possibly are not consistent in the apograph. 

“ It is very likely that this labour would have been dis- 
agreeable and difficult, the more so as it would have 
been necessary to look at the readings of Barros, Oouto, 
Castanheda, and Gaspar Oorrga ; but an Academy was bound 
to do so, before it printed such a work simply because it was 
offered to it by its member Fr. Francisco de S. Luiz, who^ 
certainly had not seen the defects and errors in it. 

“ They might have said that it was not their province to* 
alter the rough original, as that would be a kind of profana- 
tion. To correct rude errors is a meritorious work, and in- 
literary matters a good service, which has been done in so- 
many cases in literary works to the improvement of alL„ 
Soropita did this to the lyrics of CamOes, ‘ meddling with that 
which was clearly an error of the pen,’ and he did quite right.. 

“ It now remains to compare the third and last book of the 
work, where the alterations, the excisionsj and additions ara^ 
more noteworthy. 
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“This slight essay leaves room for a serious study on the 
island of Ceylon, and the verification of doctrines, proper 
names, dates, of everything contained in this HistooHa da 
Ilha de Ceilao, I have neither the time nor the knowledge 
to do this ; and so I shall simply continue the work I have 
begun. 


IIL 

“ I proceed with the comparison of the two copies, be- 
ginning with the first chapter of the third part. 

“ The printed edition says : — ^ In the first book we have 
shown what Ceilao is, in the second the progress of that 
war, and for the end which we have in view, all is necessary,, 
and before we proceed to show it with evidence, we have of 
necessity to make some observations, and if in these we err, 
many of other judgment, talent, and study fall into this, 
infirmity.’ 

“ In the manuscript we read : — ‘ I showed in the first book 
the situation of the Island of Geiiao, what was remarkable 
in it, how we goveimed it, and the right which we have to 
hold it ; in the second I referred to the wars which we had 
there with the natives and Hollanders, until we were, through 
the lack of reinforcements, expelled therefrom : in this I 
shall show the inadvertence with which care was not taken 
for its retention, the damage caused to us by this incon- 
sideration, which still exists.’ 

“ The author continues his work of perfecting and recasting 
the first essay, 

“ The second chapter commences : — ^ Let us pass to the 
third point : for the preservation of these fortresses (we 
speak of those of less account and utility), these had to be 
provided, like the rest, with captains, men who had served 
in that province.’ 

“ The manuscript says ‘ The third reason was the 
bad choice that was made of commanders for those 
fortified places, especially those of less utility. These 
ought to have been provided with captains, who might be 
men created in the war of the same province ; not only 
in order to incite the rest, that by their exertions they 
might be worthy of those posts, but because experience 
taught them what was necessary for their preservation and 

defence/ • . 

“Thus it continues with sufBcient clearness, in regular 
periods, with subject, verb, and attribute, a matter in which 
there is a want of sequence on the part of the correlative 

printed edition. , r -u n 

“ This assertion is being fully proved ; meanwhile, i snau 

continue the comparison. 
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“ The printed third chapter hegins thus : — ‘As I have become 
confused, and got into a labyrinth \laherinto'] of so many 
fortified places, it appeared to me right, although it might 
be with much trouble, to give a look at all in order to know 
what they were, and what we derived from each, and what 
they produced ; taking as companion on this long journey 
a poor speech, such as God has given me . . . 

“ And the manuscript says : — ‘ As I have become greatly 
confused, having got into a labyrinth [lahyrintho’] of fortified 
places, it appeared to me right to refer (although with some 
trouble to myself) succinctly to all, what each contains, and 
the utility that resulted to us from their conservation, with- 
out which my discourse cannot well be understood. For 
traversing them all I have not desired any other companion 
than my rude speech, nor greater preparation than my free 
intellect : and with such limited provision as this I enter on 
the road of such a lengthy journey.’ 

“Thus commences the third chapter, which includes the 
fourth printed one, the manuscript therefore commencing 
with the words of the fifth printed one : — ‘ The principal 
object of this our supposed journey . . . 

“ The manuscript : — ‘ The principal ground of this our 
supposed peregrination . . . 

“ The printed sixth chapter opens : — ‘ Malaca, an emporium, 
and a strong place by art and nature.’ 

“ The manuscript : — ‘ Malaca, a place equally strong by art 
and by nature . . . 

“ The seventh printed says : — ‘ All that we have related being 
taken for granted, some excuse may well be admitted for 
those who peopled . . . &c. 

“The sixth manuscript ‘All the right of excuse that the 
first peoplers may have had . , . 

“ The eighth printed and the seventh manuscript chapters 
compare as follows in their commencement ‘ We have 
shown what are the territories of the Kingdoms of Candia, 
Uva, . . . &c. ‘ In the first book I showed what are the 

territories of the Kingdom of Candia, . . . &c. 

“The ninth and the eighth thus : — ‘All things have a be- 
ginning, a growth, and a decline.’ ‘All things have their 
beginning, growth, and decline.’ 

“ The alterations are most noteworthy at the end of the 
work, especially as the printed tenth chapter is once more 
recapitulated in the eighth and last of the manuscript, which 
ends with these words : — ‘ .... and by this means we 
might have continued the government and rule of such a 
valuable island.’ 

“These words, mutaiis mutandis in the tenth chapter as 
printed, joined onto the last paragraph, which terminates with 
a list of the Governors of Ceylon as far as the sixteenth, 
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information which the manuscript gives separately, as I am 
.about to show : — 

1. Pedro Lopes de Sousa ; 

2. D, Hieronymo d’Azevedo ; 

3. D. Francisco de Menezes ; 

4. D. Manoel Homem de MagalhSes ; 

5. B. Nuno Alvares Pereira ; 

6. Constantino de Sa Noronha ; 

7. Jorge de Albuquerque ; 

8. Constantino de Sa Noronha, a second time ; 

9. D. Jorge de Almeida ; 

10. Diogo de Mello ; 

11. D. Antonio Mascarenhas ; 

12. Manoel Mascarenhas Homem ; 

13. Francisco de Mello e Castro ; 

14. D. Filippe de Mascarenhas ; 

15. Francisco de Mello e Castro, a second time ; 

16. Antonio d’Amaral Menezes occupied this post 
in JanapatSlo [sic] until we also left that place. 

“ This statement or list of names has in the printed original : 
•ut the 4th, Mascarenhas, and not Magalhaes ; at the 12th, 
T). Filippe Mascarenhas ; at the 13th, Manoel Mascarenhas 
Homem ; at the 14th, Francisco de Mello e Castro ; and 
finally, at the 15th, Antonio de Sousa Coutinho^ a name that 
was suppressed in the manuscript. 

“ To verify the correctness of these names would have been 
a good work, and I should have done it had I had the oppor- 
tunity, and had there been in Evora the other elements 
necessary for the study. 

The suppression of the name of Antonio de Sousa Oou- 
tinho is based, perhaps, on what is stated in the Descripga.o 
geral e historica das moedas, &c,, of Sr. Teixeira de Ara^o, 
VoL 3, which on page 239 gives him as captain either of 
Colombo or of Ceylon for 1657; whence we may conclude 
that it was of Colombo, properly speaking, the capital of the 
island, the Governor of the whole of it bo^r r F^r.nHscn 
de Mello e Casti^o, who with him andManoe: ".'■(■isiuis 

Homem formed the gubernatorial triumvirate of India from 
May 22, 1656, to September 7, 1657. 

“ As an addition of the copyist of 1732, the manuscript ends 
with a List of the Governors of India up to 1754, a date 
posterior to that of the autograph copy of Montarroio ; con- 
sequently a further proof of the copyist’s statement. 

This List enumerates 91 Governors and Viceroys down to 
the Conde d’Alva, D. Luiz de Mascarenhas, even giving some 
who died on the voyage, such as Ruy Louren 9 o de Tavora, J oSo 
Pereira Forjas, Aftonso de Noronha, and JoSo de Silva Tello. 

“ It appears to me, in concluding this rapid comparison, that 
I have demonstrated the superiority and excellence of the 
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copy of the Historia da Illia de Geilao belonging to the 
Visconde de Esperan^a ovei' the edition printed by the 
Academy in 1836, with the title of Fatalidade Mstorica. 

“ It would be worth while to print this manuscript, which 
rejects much that is incorrect and e\en erroneous in the 
printed edition. It should rest with the illustrious Society 
to do this, showing in this manner its zeal for the national, 
history, free from inexactitudes and illiterate forms. 

“ An exact and minute comparison of the two editions- 
therefore excludes the perusal of the printed one by thoser 
who shall undertake to write of our extensive conquests.” 


On receiving this pamphlet I wrote to Sr. Barata, from 
whom I learnt that the original MS. of Montarroio Mas- 
carenhas, from which the one here noticed was copied, was 
destroyed in a fire : hence this copy is, in all probability, 
unique. • 

I do not agree with all that Sr. Barata has said above in 
depreciation of Ribeiro’s first attempt at authoi’shii), which,, 
though rough and ungrammatical, is more characteristic of 
the soldier than the later polished edition, which smacks too- 
much of the pedantic scholar. Nor do I consider the Lisbon 
Academy of Sciences at all blameworthy for printing (as I 
suppose they have done) their MS. verhatifn et literatim. 
To have acted as Sr. Barata suggests would have greatly 
lessened the value of the printed edition. At the same time, 
it is to be hoped that the Lisbon Academy of Sciences, which 
has already done such good service by printing the valuable 
works of Gaspar CorrSa, Duarte Barbosa, and other old Portu- 
guese writers, will publish a new edition of Ribeiro, with 
critical notes showing where the two versions differ, and 
with a good index, such as the editors of Gaspar Correa have 
appended to that work. The Academy should also institute 
a search for the MS. of Philip Botelho’s ‘‘ Guerras de Uva,”' 
which Le Grand utilised in preparing his translation of 
Ribeiro, and which has since disappeared from view. If this 
can be found it should also be published. Another rare work 
used by Le Grand, viz., JoSo Rodrigues de e Menezes’ 
account in Spanish of his father’s disastrous expedition 
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against the Sinhalese, is, I am glad to say, now being trans- 
lated for onr Society by one of its Members, two copies of 
the curious volume, published at Lisbon in 1681, and 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, having lately been added to the 
Society’s library. The references to Ceylon in the work of 
Caspar Corr4a, which I have mentioned above, are not very 
numerous, but are interesting and valuable, especially so 
being his account of the building of the first Portuguese 
fort at Colombo, of which place he gives a curious but 
faithful drawing. These passages should also be translated 
into English.* The Portuguese and Dutch writers on Ceylon 
have been far too much neglected hitherto, but I am glad tO' 
find that in the case of the latter at least one gentleman is 
displaying the most praiseworthy activity in the matter of 
translation. I hope that others will follow his example, and 
that ere many years are past all the most valuable of the 
1 ortuguese and Dutch, as well as French and German, 
narratives of the past history of our Island will be available 
in an English form. 


Postscript. — While this Paper is passing through the presa 
I learn that the following MSS. of Ribeiro’s work are in the 
Bibliotheca Nacional at Lisbon: — 

“ Ribeiro (Capittao 3o^o)—Fatalidade Mstorica da ilha de 
GeilSo. Dedicated to D. Pedro II. Original, dated 1685. 
B-8-31. 

“ The same work, with the title Historia de Ceilam. Slight 
variations. B-8-43. 

“ By the same author — Proseguimento da historia de- 
Geilad. B-8-44.” 

The custodian of the Library, Sr. D. Jose Fessanha, who 
furnishes this list, adds a note as follows “ These works of 
Jogo Ribeiro were published in 1836 by the Royal Academy 
of Sciences of Lisbon.” This, however, is not quite correct, 
as only the first-mentioned MS. seems to have been printed. 


* Smce the above was written the writer has himself supplied this, 
want in tlie pages of tlie Ceylon Idterary Megi^er, vol. III. 
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF MEDAMAHANUWARA. 

By J. H. P. Hamilton, Esq., c.c.s. 

(Read July 26 and Dec. 28^ 1SH8.) 

I . — The Mdligdwa. 

HE ancient liighway from Kandy to Bint?nna 
proceeded from the south-eastern extremity of 
the city, skirted the right bank of the Maha- 
weli-ga§ga for three miles, crossed the river by 
a ferry at Kundasale, and thence diverged from 
the river’s path through the fertile valleys of Pata-Dumbara 
to Teldeniya. Prom this point the modern road closely 
follows the ancient track. Crossing the Huln-gaigga at Tel- 
deniya, fifteen miles out of Kandy to the east, the road turns 
sharply to the right, runs parallel for two miles with the 
Hu]u-gapga, and then turning to the left near the junction 
of the Hulu-gapga with the Guru- (Galmal) oya, follows 
closely the right bank of the latter stream for two and a 
quarter miles through an unhealthy and uninhabited valley. 
After passing the Guru-oya by a bridge close to the ancient 
crossing, it climbs the hill to Urugala and Miriyah6na (the 
Nug^tenna gap), which lie beneath the shadow of the 
Medamahanuwara-kanda, and thence descends by tortuous 
ways (the last part of the descent being formerly accomplished 
by the Galpadihela) for twenty miles, until the Mahaweli- 
gapga is again reached at Weragama. Here there is a ferry 
boat, which will land the traveller on the opposite bank of 
the river in the ancient city of Alutnuwara in Bintenna — 
the Mahiyapgana of legendary and historic fame. The 
modern road is now open for cart traffic beyond Miriyah6na, 
and is being gradually extended by a circuitous route through 
the Gapdeka, The ancient road was nothing more than su 
narrow track. 
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It is upon this route, as might be anticipated, that the most 
interesting remains of ancient times in Dumbara are to be 
found. Such are the palace of Kundasale, the Galvihara of 
Bambaragala, and, most important of all, the traces of the 
old town of Medamahanuwara, which in the past ga^ve its 
name to the neighbouring hill, and in more modern days to 
a once flourishing coffee district. 

Medamahanuwara was situated on both sides of the Gumi- 
oya, within a mile of Urugala. The Guru-oya divides 
Medasiya-pattuwa from Udasiya-pattuwa South — a division 
established some forty years ago by the English Government. 
Formerly, however, Medasiya-pattuwa included a portion of 
what is nowTJdasiya-pattuwa South, and hence, though some 
of the remains are comprised within the latter division, the 
whole of them lie within the ancient limits of Medasiya- 
pattuwa. The name of Medamah anuwara is probably derived 
from Medasiyapattuwa, the city having taken the distinguish- 
ing name of the political division within which it stood — 
still another explanation of the name is also possible. The 
middle great city ” may have been so called from its position 
on the route midway and almost equidistant from Mahanu- 
wara on the one hand and Alutnuwara on the other. 

Though Medamahanuwara can lay claim to no such hoary 
antiquity or colossal structures as those “happy hunting 
grounds” of the archaeologist in the North-Central Province 
and the Magam-pattuwa, there still linger in it some interesting 
remains of the regime which preceded British rule in the 
Kandyan districts. Of these remains, I ascribe the foremost 
place to the ruins of the Mdligawa^ not that they appear to 
be first in point of time, or exhibit any special architectural 
features, but because, firstly, they were the royal residence, 
and secondly, the materials available for a description of the 
Maligawa are more exact than for any other building. 

The site of the Maligawa is well defined by certain con- 
taining walls, which will be hereafter described, though the 
superstructure, with the exception of a few fragments of 
tiles, three large blocks of stone at the north-west comer. 
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and two flights of stone steps, has entirely disappeared. It 
is situated in, and indeed forms a part of, a paddy field 
sloping towards the left bank of the Guru-oya. On the 
occasion of my last visit the field was under cultivation, and 
the tender rice was shooting in several inches of water within 
the precincts of what was once a royal palace. The work of 
measurement having to be accomplished from the narrow 
ridges, was attended with some difficulty and the risk of 
partial immersion at every step. 

The plan of the palace buildings was rectangular. They 
faced the south, and were approached from that quarter by 
two broad stairs comprising seventeen stone steps. At the foot 
of the upper flight, and surrounding the palace proper, stood 
the straw-thatched lines of the king’s guards. The steps 
conducted to an open space, which formed a compound 
running round the four sides of the main central building 
between it and the lines of the guards. From the compound 
there rose another and smaller flight of stone steps, conducting 
to the verandah of the central edifice and its principal 
entrance. The three stairs are in a line with one another, 
and stand immediately in the front and centre of the southern 
side of the palace. A verandah supported by carved wooden 
pillars encompassed the central building, which was the 
palace proper, the quarters of the king. At the north-west 
corner, situated in the encircling compound, was the Ntrdwiija, 
and on the north side, also in the compound, a tamarind tree, 
which is still flourishing, spread a grateful shade. The walls 
of the main building were of chiselled stone, and the roof 
was covered with tiles, and rose on the four sides to a central 
ridge running east and west. 

For the above description of the external appearance of the 
Maligawa I am indebted to Idamegedara Meddumarala Koraia, 
an intelligent headman of some eighty years of age, who 
remembers having seen it, when it was still standing, in his 
youth. From the same source I have also gathered that the 
palace was erected by the king, who was styled by the 
honorific title of “ Medalass6 Bndu-vechcha Deviyo^^’ between 
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whom and Sri Yikrama Raja Si^ha, the last king of Kandy, 
t^here were two reigns, and that it fell into ruin about the 
year A.D. 1820. It thus appears probable that the 25alace was 
built about A.B. 1740 by Sri Vijaya Raja Siyha, who was 
also known as ^‘Ha^gurayketa,” from the palace built by him 
at that place. There is however a vague tradition connecting 
Medamahanuwara with Sri Vira Parakrama Narendra Siyha, 
better known as Kundasale,” the king who preceded Sri 
Viyaya Raja Siyha, and reigned from A.D. 1706 to 1739. As 
Kundasale is known to have built a palace at the place from 
which he derived his eponym, and also the Nto D6wale at 
Kandy, it is not improbable that the Maligkw/a of Medamaha- 
nuwara should also be added to the list of his works. 
Whether it was built in the reign of Haygurayketa or Kunda- 
sale thus appears doubtful, but it is at least certain that it 
was built in the reign of either one or the other, subsequently 
to A,D. 1706 and prior to A.D. 1747. 

The palace was used as a halting-place on the royal journeys 
between Kandy and Bintenna, and for brief occasional visits 
extending over one or, at the most, two weeks. Except for 
the few months that the Dutch occupied Kandy in the reign 
nf Kirti 8ri Raja Siyha, it does not appear to have ever served 
as a permanent residence, bnt the visits were probably 
frequent, as, besides being on the route to Alutnuwara and 
Bintenna, it was also on the way to the gahaddgam^ or royal 
villages, of Hay wella and Mahawela. 

With regard to the interior of the M^ligawa I have not been 
Rble to gather any information, beyond the fact that there 
were no windows — a negative feature common to native 
houses in general. 

It has been mentioned that the Maligawa was built on 
ground sloping towards the bed of the Guru-oya. Hence it 
will he understood that on the southern and western sides 
the open compound was on a slightly lowex' level than the 
palace proper, and the huts of the guards were on a still 
lower level than the compound. Hence also the necessity 
for the flights of steps on the south. On these sides (the 



314 JOUKNAL, B.A.S. (CEYLOK). [VoL. X. 

south, and west) the ground had to be raised for the site, and 
contained by masonry walls. These walls, which clearly 
indicate the plan and dimensions of the palace, still remain, 
and, especially on the southern side, are in a fair state of 
preservation. They are built of stones rudely shaped by 
the mason’s chisel, intermingled here and there with round’ 
stones from the river bed. Now in the crevices, lantana 
and other jungle growths have found a home. 

There are three walls to the south. The length of the 
third and outermost, which appears to have supported the 
ground on which the guards’ houses stood, is now 143 ft., 
but the wall appears to have slipped away at its extremities, 
and to have been originally of greater length. Its height is 
5 ft. The second wall, which supported the compound, is 
143 ft. 8 in. long and 8 ft. high. The innermost wall, which 
supported the palace proper, is 105 ft. long and 5 ft. high. 
On the west there are also three walls remaining, namely, 
the wall which supported the palace proper, 76 ft. 2 in. long; 
a wall supporting on the west the southern portion of the 
compound, 38 f fc. 8 in. long ; and a short wall 18 ft. in length 
to the southern site of the guards’ houses. These measure- 
ments show the superficial area of the i^alace proper to have 
been 105 ft. by 76 ft. 2 in. ; the breadth of the compound on 
the front and south side to have been 38 ft. 8 in., and exactly 
half this breadth (19 ft. 4 in.) on the west ; and the site of 
the guards’ houses on the south to have been 1C ft. in 
breadth. 

The large blocks of stone at the north-west corner, which 
I have above referred to, are believed to have formed part of 
the Nlrdviya. One of them has had a groove cut in the 
centre. Two of them have been removed from their original 
position in the compound to the site of the palace proper, 
where they now form a portion of a small watercourse. The 
cubic measure of the largest stone is about 19^ ft. 

The ground on which the palace stood was sold by the 
English Government, about sixty years ago, to the late Rat6- 
mahatmaya of Mampitiya, by whom it was resold to 
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Mad*agall6 Eatemahatmaya, wlio in his turn resold it about 
fifteen years ago to the present owner, Migahakotuw4 Appu 
Gurunnehe. It was asweddumised and converted into a 
paddy field about eight years ago. 

On the left bank of the Guru-oya, below the Maligawa, may 
be seen a pool stiller and deeper than the rest of the stream. 
Here was the king’s bathing-place, and there yet remains a 
low stone wall on the bank from which his majesty was 
wont to feed the fishes. It was forbidden to catch fish here, 
and the prohibition was enforced by the headmen, and 
generally observed for many years even after the British 
occupation of the country. 

The subject of this Paper is of comparatively recent date. 
Tradition however relates that it was built to replace a still 
older Maligawa, which stood near the Vidiya of Medamaha- 
nuwara, and was known as the Kdi^gaJia-yata Maligawa; and 
there are not ranting remains in the neighbourhood which 
date from a time anterior to the foundation of the Maligdwa 
which I have attempted to describe. Such are the remains 
existing on the adjacent grounds of the Vihdre-ivatta and 
Madame-watta^ the Vidiya, and last, but not least in impor- 
tance, the royal city of refuge, GtaU-nuwara, on the summit 
of the neighbouring hill. There is very little precise 
information to be obtained about these localities, but from 
such scanty materials as I may be able to collect, I hope to 
furnish at some future time a second Paper on the antiquities 
of M|damahanuwara ; and I may here remark in advance 
that the foundation, both of the Yihare and Gale-nuwara, 
is attributed to king Senarat, who reigned from A.D. 1627 to 
1634 ; and as I have been unable to discover any traditions 
relating to an earlier time, I am inclined to fix this reign as 
the one in which the locality of Medamahanuwara first 
derived its name and connection with Sinhalese royalty. 

The accompanying sketch^ of the Maligawa as it is 
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believed to have existed has been furnished by Mr. 
i, Y. 6. Jayawardanaj the Interpreter of the Pa^wila and 
TJrugala Courts. 


ll,^Vihdrewatta, Madameioatta, Ira-handa-'kotd^pu-gala^ 
Vidiya^ and GaUmmara. 

Adjoining the site of the Maligawa is the ViJidrewatta^ 
which derives interest from its having been the last but one 
of the many resting-places of the Dalada, — ^the national 
palladium,— prior to its removal to the Kandy Maligdwa in 
the reign of Kirti Sri Raja Si^ha. The Daladd was enshrined 
at Medamahanuwara during the reign of king Kundasdle. 
It was thence removed to the Pitigoda Yih§,re in the Gampaha 
division of Uda Dumbara, and thence to Kandy. 

The original Yihare was replaced about forty years ago on 
the same site by the present one of mean and unpretending 
structure. The walls of this are of mud, and the roof is 
thatched, but the massive wooden door and doorway are part 
,of the old building, as also the carved pillars of the verandah, 
and the small moonstone, void of ornamentation, that faces 
the entrance. Scattered around are several chiselled stones, 
which appear to have belonged to the old Yihare, and 
amongst them a broad and smooth flagstone, which stood 
in front of the original building and was used for the priests 
to lave their feet upon before entering into the sacred pre- 
sence of the relic. Pacing the Yihare is the Pansala, the 
residence of the priest ; but the priest is seldom to be found. 
The Yihd^re is closed, and, I believe, empty, the haranduim 
in which the relic was enclosed having been removed to a 
private house for safe custody, after the bottom of it, which 
contained a saunas ” (grant), had been lost or stolen. 

The only objects of veneration now remaining in the 
Yiharewatta are two B6 trees. One of them, standing to 
the left as the garden is entered from the upper side, is of 
great size and apparently great age. It measures 25 ft. 
in circumference round the stem at a foot from the earth. 



317 


No. 36. — 1888.] MEDAMAHANUWAKA. 

The other ig a smaller one, standing on the site of an older 
and more venerable tree ’which fell down four years agO^ 
and was honoured with cremation. A charred fragment of 
the deceased tree may still be seen. Communicating between 
the two trees are the remains of some stone steps, the ground 
declining towards the bed of the Guru-oya. There are no 
inscriptions. One stone only bore some floral carving of stiff 
geometrical designs, and was doubtless intended to receive 
offerings of flowers. Formerly, and up to within the last 
thirty or forty years, the garden was a great resort of 
pilgrims. Now the shrine is deserted, and there is but an 
occasional 3 pilgrim on ^^poya” days. All the surroundings of 
the place bear an air of semi-abandonment and neglect. 
The glory has departed, but the sacred trees continue to 
flourish, and their worship still lives on, the one sign of 
care and attention recently bestowed being a rude attempt to 
restore the wall of the terrace where stood the older tree. 

MadamSwatta is lower down the stream on the right bank. 
It was formerly the place of residence of the priests of the 
Vihare, and contained besides a small cave dedicated to the 
goddess Pattini, and a small D6wal6 dedicated to Katara- 
gama Deviyo. It has been completely abandoned, and is 
now overgrown with jungle and lantana. 

I visited the cave; the entrance is extremely narrow. 
With some difficulty, for cobras are supposed to keep a 
jealous guard, I persuaded a Kandyan attendant to enter the 
cave. His description gave it a glamour of magnitude and 
mystery that determined me to explore its wonders for 
myself. After the entrance had been enlarged a little by a 
crowbar I succeeded, by assuming a horizontal attitude, in 
squeezing myself in. I then found myself inside a cavern 
with fissures running in several directions, but so small that 
I could scarcely stand upright, whilst to explore the fissures 
required a mode of progression similar to that of the ficti- 
tious guardians of the place. While in this uncomfortable 
attitude a bat, startled by the intrusion, flew against the lighted 
candle, and left me in the dark. The cave contains nothing 
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of interest except a few stalactites, and I do not believe it 
ever contained any objects of worship. Certain it is there 
were no visible signs of Pattini past or present. The story of 
the goddess was probably a pious fraud of some Kapurala,. 
who imposed upon the credulity of the people and turned 
their superstition to his own advantage. The narrowness 
of the entrance and the dreaded wrath of the cobra rendered 
his sham arcana tolerably safe from detection. 

The D4wale of Kataragama was a very small affair. Only 
its foundations, now overgrown with lantana, remain. Here 
again I met with a marked exhibition of the superstitious 
reverence of the natives for the cobra, — a superstition which 
I have always found to exist in connection with the d6walas 
of the Hindu gods, and never with the relic shrines of 
Buddha. I think this worthy of note, as it appears opposed 
to the conclusions of Sir J. Pergusson that Buddhism and 
Ndga- worship are closely allied and essentially of Turanian 
origin, whilst the A'ryan development of Hinduism exhibits 
only such traces of NAga-worship as have been imparted by 
contact with Turanians. The old Dewale on Madamewatta 
was replaced by a building now standing in the Vidiya of 
Medamahanuwara, of which I shall have occasion to speak 
presently. But the modern D6waia is always closed, and 
appears forsaken. The decay of the old religions in these 
parts is very marked. It would almost seem as if the Old 
World worship of the Tree and the Serpent was about to* 
survive them all. 

Close to the river bed on Madamewatta is a large inscribed 
stone, of which a copy was made by Mr. J- V. G. Jayawardana. 
The carvings are mostly symbolic. They portray a trident 
spear in the centre, — ^the peculiar weapon of the god Katara- 
gama, the Sinhalese equivalent of Kartikeya, the Indian 
Mars. On the left of this trident is a small circle symbolising 
the sun, and* below it a chank. On the right a half circle 
representing the moon, and below it a si^ha and a smaller 
chank. These carvings are subscribed by the Tamil words 
uifTL-ix, Kumdrasin teyyd madam, which 
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I conceive to mean ‘Hhe niche at which Prince Kumarasi^ha 
lights his lamp, and worships,” madam signifying “ a small 
hole in a wall to keep lamps,” used especially with reference 
to Hindu temples and worship, and Uyyd being a translation 
•of the Sinhalese deviyd^ the ordinary appellation arrogated by 
the reigning monarchs and independent princes of the royal 
blood. 

The inscription was no doubt the work of a Brahmin priest 
from Southern India. Not only the characters and words, 
but also the form of the siigha, strongly suggest a Tamil 
origin, and as it is probable that Brahmins officiated at the 
dew&las patronised by royalty, the foreign character of the 
inscription is easily accounted for, the Brahmin caste having 
no representatives amongst the natives of Ceylon. I think 
it well to point out, as a mistake might easily arise, that the 
name of Madam^watta contains no reference to the madam of 
the inscription, but was so called from its having been the 
place of residence of the priests of the Pattini and Kataragama 
Dewales, and apparently of the Buddhist priests attached to 
the neighbouring Vihare (Siigihalese mddama, Tamil madam). 

The only Kumarasiigha who figures in the Sinhalese annals 
was the prince of TJva. He was the son of Vimala Dharmma 
by Dona Catharina, whose strange eventful history is well 
known. After Yimala Dharmma’s death, his brother Senarat 
became the husband of Dona Catharina and the guardian 
of the young Kumarasi^ha, and before his death divided 
the kingdom into three parts, assigning TJva to Kumarasiajha. 
There seems no reason to doubt that this is the personage to 
whom the inscription refers. 

If the hypothesis is correct, it affords some ground for sup- 
posing that Medamahanuwara may have belonged to the old 
principality of Uva — a conclusion which derives support from 
the fact, that the principality is known to have embraced the 
strip of territory below the QalpadiMla between the hills 
^nd the left bank of the Mahaweli-ga^ga which now forms 
.the boundary between the Central and TJva Provinces. 

The Vidiya of Medamahanuwara is, as its name denotes, 
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a street with houses and other buildings on either side. It 
is situated close to the ancient crossing of the Guru-oya, on 
the right bank of the stream, immediately below the modern 
cart-road and within a short distance of the bridge. It is 
said to date from the reign of Vimala Dharmma, who ruled 
from A.D. 1592 to 1627, and though now upwards of two 
and a half centuries have passed away since its foundation,,, 
it still retains the distinctive characteristics of its name, and 
continues to be the residence of a few families. It was here 
that Vimala Dharmma established a lock-up, which gained an 
evil notoriety, as a means of extortion in the hands of the 
subordinate officers of the Government. Here also stood the 
Kdii.galia-yata Mdligdwa^ the residence to which I have 
previously referred as being antecedent to the more recent 
building described in my first Paper. The gaol was standing 
at the beginning of this century, but now no trace remains 
of its existence except on the opposite side of the street some 
parts of the foundation of the house, where dwelt the Beha- 
vallu or Prison-guards. The present inhabitants of the 
Vidiya are known by the designation, of KatupulU or 
Constables, a name which indicates their descent from 
persons who held offices in connection with the gaol. There 
is nothing worthy of detailed ’ description in the modern 
Vidiya. The most conspicuous building is the D^wale of 
Kataragama, built after the collapse of the temple on the 
adjacent Madam6watta ; and next in importance to it is the* 
“ ambalam,” whose pillars of milila wood, carved with figures^ 
of the lotus and conventional trees and flowers, are said tO' 
have been removed by the villagers from the room of 
the queen at the M^ligawa. There used to be an annual 
peraliera at the Vidiya, on which occasions an image of 
Kataragama was paraded with an accompaniment of tom-toms, 
and torches, but this too, with the other religious institutions 
of the place, has fallen into disuse and discontinuance. 

The peak of Medamahanuwara guards, as it were, the defile- 
through Miriyah6na, or the Nug4tenna gap, between the* 
Kandy country and Bintenna. It rises to an elevation of 
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4,372 feet, is precipitous on the north and west, but easy 
of ascent from the south. On its summit king Senarat 
built GaU-nuwara^ a rock~fortress intended to serve 
as a j)lace of refuge for the kings of Kandy when hard 
pressed by the invasions of the Portuguese. The fort was 
on an extended scale, and though now its remains have 
been defaced by the hand of time, and overgrown with 
jungle, alone they are still worth the labour of the climb, 
and combined with the lovely view over the sleeping vale 
of Dumbara and its guardian hills they afford a picnicing 
ground than which there is none better in the Island. It 
was on such an occasion that I, in company with two friends 
from neighbouring estates, the Katemahatmaya of the 
district and Mr. Jayawardana, was so fortunate as to make 
acquaintance with Senarat’s airy citadel. 

Starting from the magistrate’s house at Urugala, we passed 
round the southern base of the mountain through several 
abandoned estates, and commenced the ascent at the old 
Doda^gala estate. After climbing for about half an hour 
over loose gravelly soil almost bare of vegetation, we 
arrived at the edge of the jungle which envelops the moun- 
tain’s crest. Here we saw the remains of what had once 
been a substantial stone building near a running stream 
of water, called by our guides the Halu-^oS, or Bhoby’s 
house. Its walls and dimensions, however, were of such 
a pretentious character that it is not at all likely the 
building was ever a dhoby’s residence, and I think that it 
was intended for a halting-place, where the king might rest 
on his fatiguing journeys up and down the hill, the dhoby 
having his establishment close by, and providing a custom* 
ary change of raiment for his majesty. The journey onwards 
and upwards was through the forest up a steep path cleared 
for our party under the directions of a headman. As we 
approached the summit we came across two cuttings on the 
hill-side, which, though they contained no water, had 
originally been fosses. At one of them was a stone wall 
supporting the opposite bank, and in the wall was an 
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opening intended as an embrasure for a cannon. The cannon 
had disappeared, but the timber beam of halmilla^ after 
two centuries and a half of exposure to wind and rain and 
attacks of the insect kind, still lay across the top of the 
opening. The opposite walls of the fosses were perpen- 
dicular, and we had to clamber up as best we could with the 
aid of jungle roots. A little further on we passed, wonder- 
ful to relate, a spring of fresh water, and a few steps still 
further brought us to the summit of the peak. This is 
crowned with an oblong stone building, the thick walls of 
which are still standing, though the roof has fallen in. We 
climbed on to the walls, startling as we did so a jungle-hen, 
who flew away, deserting her nest and eggs. Then we were 
rewarded for our pains by a fine yiew in the Hunasgiriya 
direction. We spent some time in exploring the locality, 
finding everywhere on the southern and eastern slopes the 
remains of mouldering walls, by which the steep hill-sides 
had been shaped and fashioned into battlements and bastions 
and escarpments, after the manner of a western mediaeval 
castle. On the north and west were sheer precipices, which 
rendered access impossible and artificial defences unneces- 
sary. On the northern side tradition relates the existence of 
a cave, which, being approached from above by means of a 
chain suspended from the rock, formed, when the chain was 
withdrawn, a sure and impenetrable hiding-place. 

The remains of the stronghold are scattered about an area 
of several acres ; and for the three-fold reason, that they are 
on so large a scale, our time was limited, and the ground is 
steep and covered with dense jungle, I am unable to enter 
into any more detailed description of the plan of the fortress 
than has been suggested by the foregoing notes. 

In recent times cannon and stone cannon-balls have been 
found, including a bar-shot, and we hunted about with some 
curiosity for souvenirs of this description. But in this we 
were disappointed, all such relics of the past having been 
appropriated by former “picnicers” and the denizens of the 
neighbouring villages, who have realised Scripture, not indeed 
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by turning swords into ploughshares and spears into pruning- 
hooks, but in a still more practical manner, by melting down 
the cannon and conyerting the iron into mamoties.^ 

As this paper on Medamahanuwara has been compiled 
without regard to chronological order of the several build- 
ings and localities, a brief summary of the history of the 
district will here be given, so far as I have been able to glean 
it from the only available source, — popular tradition. 

I have stated above that the reign of Senaratwas probably 
the time in which Medamahanuwara first became frequented 
by Si:ghalese royalty, but further inquiry has revealed that 
the first king whose name is mentioned in connection with 
the place is Vimala Dharmma (A,D. 1592-1627). The Vidiya 
with the lock-up, and the first Maligawa, may be said to date 
from his reign. The succeeding king Senarat (A.D. 1627- 
1634) built the citadel of Galenuwara as a stronghold against 
the Portuguese, between whom and the kings of Kandy 
there existed a continual warfare ; and to the same king I also 
ascribe the religious establishments of the Yihar^watta and 
Madamewatta. During Senarat’s lifetime the kingdom was 
subdivided, and it has been suggested that Medamahanuwara 
belonged to the portion of Kumdrasi^jha, the prince of Uva. 
Kumarasi^ha did not long survive Senarat, and at his death 
his possessions, and amongst them Medamahanuwara, reverted 
to Raja Sii^ha the second, the tyrant described by Robert 
Knox, The second Maligawa was built probably by N ar^ndra 
Si^ha (a.d. 1706-1739). During this king’s reign the Daladd 
was enshrined in the Yiharewatta, whence it was removed to 
the Pitigoda Yihare, where it remained until it was finally 
removed to the Kandy Maligawa in the reign of Kirti Sri 
Raja Si^ha (A.D. 1747-1780), after the evacuation of Kandy 
by the Dutch, In 1815 Sri Wikrama Raja Si^a made for 
Galenuwara on the invasion of his country and the occupa- 
tion of his capital by the British forces. Accompanied by 
two of his wives he arrived in the evening at Udupitiye- 
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gedara, the residence of Appiirala, A'rachchi of Bomhnra, 
situated near the foot of Medamahanmvara-kanda. Thence 
he sought to take refuge in a cave on the mountain side, but 
being overtaken by darkness and torrents of rain he missed 
his way, and returned in sorry plight to TJdupitiye-gedara. 
Here he passed the night, and the next morning (February 
17) a party of the British having come up under the guidance 
of the friendly chief Bkneligoda, the three royal personages 
were sei^jed and stripped of their jewellery and carried 
captives into Kandy. The Udupitiya family still lives in 
Bombura, the present occupant of Udupitiye-gedara being a 
great grandson of the A'rachchi at whose house the king was 
caught. The site of the original house, the actual scene of 
the capture, is easily traced, and lies beneath the shade 
of an ancient tamarind and a sitriya tree. Near it is 
another house called Uda-gedara, on the site of an older 
building of the same name, where the English soldiers who 
accompanied Ekneligoda’s party were quartered. I visited 
these j)laces, and it was not without interest that I looked 
upon the scenes where, after a chequered history of 2,122 
years, the last act was played in the drama of Siighalese 
monarchy. 


NOTE A.1 

Medamahanuwara was a place of refuge, and was so used by many 
of the Kandyan kings during internal dissensions and at the time of 
their wars against the Portuguese and Dutch. 

King Senarat, who reigned from A.n. 1627 to 1634, embellished the 
place by erecting the rock fortress G-ale-nuwara, a royal palace, and a 
Dalad4 temple, as the following translations of two extracts from 
the Rdjdtmliya and Siyarndpamniyaddioaia will show : — 

Rdjdvaliya , — “ King Senevirat retired to the city which he bad built 
at Kalagatwatta in Malepane. Having afterwards erected the fortress 
GaM-nuwara in Medamahanuwara, he publicly held court there. He 
had three sons, yiz., princes E^sip, Yijayapdla, and Knm£rasipha. 


1 By N, don M. de Zilva Wiokremasinghe, Assistant Librarian of the. 
Colombo Museum. 
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Siyhalaya (the hilly portion of the Island) was divided by king Seiie- 
virat into three parts, and each son was assigned a part. The eldest, 
prince Rasi^, was crowned king of Binteniia and Alutnuwara.” 

Siyam6;pasampaddwata. — “ King Senaratna ordered the erection of 
temples for the Daladd relic (Daladd munclira) in several of the 
mountain fortresses, such as Medamahanuwara, and the Dalada relic 
which had been receiving the customary adorations at Sriwardhana- 
pura was ordered to he taken to those various temples, where constant 
and similar devotions should be paid to it. 

“ Having taken his chief queen and all his harem, as well as the 
royal princes, and carrying his hereditary treasures, he fled to Mahi- 
ya^gana, where he resided in a palace in the vicinity of the Mahiyap- 
gana chetiya.’’ 

It is stated in the Rajamliya that king Siri Yi'ra Karendx’a Sipha or 
Kundas^le (great grandson of Senarat, 1706-89) escaped to this city, 
Medamahanuwara, owing to a conspiracy having been formed by his 
ministers for his dethronement and assassination. 


NOTE B. 

Extract from a Report made to the Hon, the Government Agent,^ Kandy, 

Nilgala Walawwa, June 16, 1889. 

No stone cannon balls are now to be found on the top of Medamaha- 
nuwara peak. They have been from time to time removed by the 
villagers for various purposes. 

Last year I went up to the top with Mr. Hamilton, then Police 
Magistrate, in search of some remains of its antiquity, but returned 
unsuccessful. Since I have sent up my headmen, with no better 
result. 

I have, however, been able to procure three stone balls found in the 
possession of villagers of Bombure, at the foot of the peak, and said 
to be some of those that have been found on the peak. 

H. P. Rambukwklla, 
Rat^mahatmayS. 
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INTRODUCTION TO A HISTORY OF THE 
INDUSTRIES OF CEYLON. 

By George Wall, f.l.s., p.r.a.s., Vice-President. 

{liead October 4, 1888.') 


TIT. fact that important changes have taken place in 
•‘egard to the local industries of the Island in the 
! suggests that a reyiew of their history with 
’■ reference to their present condition and future 
prospect would probably prove useful as well as interesting. 

Much has already been done by previous writers, and 
especially by the indefatigable compilers of the “ Ceylon 
Handbook and Directory,” to show the present state and 
recent progress of local enterprises ; but much remains to 
be said respecting the causes which led. to the condition in 
which the British found them. These did not fall within 
the scope of that useful work, but have a special interest of 
their own and will amply repay the attention necessary to 
follow their operation. 
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The nature and development of all industrial pursuits 
depend, to a considerable extent, upon certain conditions and 
economic principles which are largely independent of those 
natural resources, the primary importance of which is so 
obvious as to generally obtain for them a degree of regard, 
even beyond what they really deserve. A due consideration 
of those factors is therefore necessary to a right understanding 
of existing industries ; and if they be overlooked and natural 
resources only be considered, much misapprehension .may 
arise, of which some remarkable examples will be adduced 
in the sequel. In order to discuss those principles fully, 
much more space would be required than could be given 
within the compass of this Paper, but it is necessary to review 
them briefly in so far at least as they bear upon the course of 
industry in this Island. 

It may be premised that in every community in which 
agriculture is carried on, however primitive its constitution 
may be, the cultivators of the land produce a surplus, of 
greater or less extent, over and above their own primary 
requirements. In other words, the produce of the land 
exceeds, to some extent, the necessary consumption of the 
labourers employed. The proportion of the surplus so arising 
and the manner of its disposal are important factors in deter- 
mining the development and progress of industry. The 
former depends very much upon the natural resources of the 
•country and upon the local advantages it may possess, such 
as facilities, of transport, access to markets, &c. The latter 
is dependent upon the character and aims of the ruling 
powers, the disposition of the people, and the relations which 
subsist between the workers and the powers that direct and 
•control their sinew. 

Wheresoever the surplus accumulates, and wealth accrues, 
the fact affords evidence of the capabilities of the country ; 
but, on the other hand, the absence of accumulated wealth is 
no criterion of poverty of resource, inasmuch as the total 
income may be, and not unfrequently is, consumed, either 
by the State or the people, not in the necessaries of life, but 
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in various forms of luxury, -waste, and war. The rulers may 
>and often do expend the surplusage in pomp and pageantry, 
in displays of regal and monumental splendour, in religious 
ceremonials and in court luxury. And the people, if they 
have the means, may lack the inducement to thrift. In such 
xases capital ivill not he created nor material progress 
made. 

In some countries accumulated wealth has proved to he so 
great a source of danger that it has been sedulously avoided, 
lest it should attract the predatory incursions of powerful 
neighbours ; or it has been protected at prodigious cost. 

Hence China endeavoured to guard its territory and pos- 
sessions by constructing one of the greatest works ever 
achieved by man, a wall of over 2,000 miles in length, which 
probably absorbed more labour and material than all the 
pyramids of Egypt together. The immense armaments of 
Europe in the present day, with the vast expenditure 
necessary for their maintenance, have the same object, and 
in like manner consume a large portion of the national 
surplusage unproductively. 

Wealth offers the strongest and one of the commonest 
inducements for aggressions of one country upon another, 
and for the oppression of the weaker by the more powerful 
<3lasses of the people. It is, however, in regard to individuals 
rather than to collective bodies that the danger of possessing 
wealth operates most influentially in preventing the accumu- 
lation of capital. Under native rule, it was not safe for any 
private individual in this country to possess riches, as they 
were certain to be seized by the ruler, or by his more 
unscrupulous officials in his name. Knox says that the 
Sinhalese will do “ only what their necessities force them to 
do, that is, to get food and raiment. Yet in this I must 
a little vindicate them, for what indeed should they do with 
more than food and raiment, seeing as their estates increase 
so do their taxes also ! And although the people be generally 
covetous, spending but little, scraping together what they 
can, yet such is the Government they are under, that they 

B 2 



330 JOT7KNAL, R.A.S. (OEYLON). [VOL. X.- 

are afraid to be known to have anything lest it be taken 
away from them.” 

The Government thus referred to was that of the native King 
of Kandy, amongst whose subjects Knox passed the twenty 
years of his captivity, living as one of themselves, and there- 
fore knowing their ideas, habits, and feelings more intimately 
than any other of their European historians. Under the cir- 
cumstances thus described, industry would not only be useless 
but injurious. In later times the officers of Mohamet Ali’s gov- 
ernment in Egypt habitually employed the bastinado to ex-- 
tort levies from people whom they suspected of having secret 
possessions. Thus the mere suspicion of their having any 
spare means exposed the Egyptian fellaheen to penalties 
which are generally reserved for the punishment of convicted 
criminals. Industry, in such case, would only aggravate ex- 
tortion ; self-denial and thrift, the virtues which elsewhere 
insure wealth and create capital, incur the penalties of 
crime. The truest wisdom and policy of labourers so treated 
is to leave nothing unconsumed that could attract the 
State inquisitor and his armed retinue. The material 
progress of such a people is impossible^ and demoralisation 
inevitable. 

Hence it appears that though the natural resources of a 
country and its means of creating surplusage may exist 
abundantly, its material advancement does not depend upon 
the extent of wealth so arising, but upon the way it accrues, 
and the manner in which it is employed ; whether, in fact, it 
be consumed in luxury, or wasted otherwise unproductively; 
or whether, on the other hand, it be converted into capital 
for developing the resources and economising the means of 
the country. 

The ruins of Yucatan, the remains of Nineveh, the pyra- 
mids of Egypt, and the irrigation works of Ceylon, all afford 
striking evidence of the great natural resources of those 
countries at the time when these works were constructed ; 
and each contains a chapter of local history, which may be 
read in the nature and purposes of the structures themselves. 
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Much, may thereby be learnt respecting the condition of 
the people and the character of the rulers of those times. 

Probably Egypt is the most remarkable example in the 
world’s history of the profusion of natural resources. There, 
in fact, little is left for the labourer to do but to reap and 
garner the harvests for which the soil is prepared and tilled 
by the fertilising floods of its great artery, the Nile. These 
bring every year fresh soil from the mountains of the in- 
terior and spread them over the sunny surface of the country, 
ready to receive the seed from the husbandman, who follows 
the retreating waters in his punt. So lavish has nature been of 
her bounties there that notwithstanding the waste involved 
in the stupendous monumental edifices that still stand to 
attest it, the national wealth suf&ced beside for the construc- 
tion of one of the grandest exam|)les of economic engineering 
the world has ever produced, the river of Joseph. By its 
means was the Nilotic alluvium extended artificially over an 
area almost equal to that of its natural reach. The ruins of 
this marvellous work, like those of our own magnificent 
tanks, are eloquent witnesses of the results of the arbitrary 
proceedings of despots, and of the consequences of their un- 
checked control of a country’s sinew and resources. 

In strong contrast to these instances of the profusion of 
natural resources and the waste or neglect committed by 
those who controlled them, may be cited that of the British 
nation, where surplusage has been obtained under compara- 
tively adverse conditions, and where, nevertheless, the fruits 
of labour have so accrued, in accordance with true economic 
principles, that capital has accumulated to an extent greater 
than that of the nations most highly favoured by nature, and 
has raised the country to an unrivalled pitch of Industrial 
wealth and glory. The production of capital in North 
America has been even more rapid than in Britain, the un- 
bounded extent of virgin soil there having been utilised in 
conformity with principles favourable to the development 
.and progress of industry. 

These illustrations show that natural resources conduce to 
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the growth of industrial enterprise, and to the material 
advancement of a country, only in so far as the surplusage 
of its products is turned to account in the form of reproduc- 
tive wealth, or capital. Whatsoever is expended in luxury, 
pageantry, wars, and other forms of unproductive expendi- 
ture is lost to all ‘beneficent purpose, and is productive, at 
best, of a transient glory, destined either to perish in 
oblivion, or to endure as proof of the neglect or selfish ambi- 
tion of irresponsible despotism. 

It must not be supposed that educational and religious 
institutions are ranked as wasteful or unproductive. In so 
far as they tend to increase knowledge, instil virtue, and 
extirpate vice, they are in the highest degree useful and profit- 
able to the State by promoting order, peace, and morality. 
They only become indefensible when they fail to honour 
God, or when they minister only to the pride and vanity of 
man. Moreover, knowledge is itself one of the most valuable 
forms of reproductive capital, and ought therefore to be in- 
culcated assiduously as an important element of industrial 
success and material advancement. Knowledge, however, 
is also power as well as capital. DesiDOts, therefore, must 
needs keep their subjects in ignorance, or they would lose 
their power of oppression. This formidable two edged 
instrument is sedulously kept by despotic rulers out of the 
grasp of the people, who are thus made helpless and depen- 
dent, and therefore in no way responsible for the condition 
' of the countries they call their own, nor for that of the in- 
dustries in which they labour. 

In ancient times almost all countries were governed by 
despotic rulers, or patriarchs, who regarded the labouring 
class as inferior beings, to be Irept in abject ignorance and 
dependence. Their labour, and often also their persons, were 
regarded as chattels at the disposal of the State. They were 
required to work for little if any other recompense than the 
food and shelter necessary to enable them to perform the 
requisite service. The surplusage of their labour inured 
entirely to their rulers, who therefore had the absolute 
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disposal of tlie entire income of the country. Hence the 
fruit of industry was consumed, wasted, or conyerted to 
reproductiye use as capital, according as the taste and temper- 
of the sovereign for the time being might determine. One, 
animated by beneficent ideas, might devote the labour of the 
people, the resources of the country, and the energy of his 
own character to the construction of an useful work ; another,^ 
more vain and selfish, might neglect such work, and, like 
Cheops, apply the national wealth and sinew to a stupendous 
pyramid, for no higher purpose than to calculate his horoscope, 
or to perpetuate the memory of his personal vanity. Wisdom 
or folly, fanaticism or i)5^ide, by turns directed the ever- 
varying aims and objects to which the labour of the people 
was applied; and the same fitful and uncertain policy 
determined their condition. The history of Ceylon and its 
industries under native dynasties is a record of such alter- 
nations, in which great achievements were succeeded by 
ruinous lapses, in periods of fitful duration, when the condi- 
tion and even the numbers of the people must have fiuctuated 
between wide extremes. Such have been the general results, 
as attested by history, wherever the resources of a country 
have been concentrated in the control of despotic rulers. 
Though the interests of both rulers and people ought theo- 
retically to be identical, seeing that the surplusage produced 
by the latter is the measure of the means of the former, yet 
in practice it has proved that pride, ambition, and greed have 
generally prevailed over the dictates of policy and reason. 
Hence, instead of progress of wealth and happiness and the 
blessings of contentment extending to all classes, the natural 
results of the principles and conditions of native despotism 
have been the ruin and desolation which are to be seen in the 
countries so governed. The ruined tanks, and the unhappy 
people who still cling to the expiring remains of the grand 
enterprise they represent, are the natural consequences of Ithe 
system pursued by native despots, whereby the wealth and 
capital of the country were concentrated in one hand, subject 
to one will, and were not available for individual enterprise. 
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The influence of capital, the motive power of industry, 
depends mainly upon the way it is directed, whether as the 
ally of the labourer, or as his imperious taskmaster ; whether 
to employ and remunerate him, or to exact as much work as 
the lash or the bastinado may be able to extort ; whether to 
divide it in just and reasonable proportion between the 
labourer and the capitalist, or to absorb the whole, either by 
the iDower of the State or by usurious exactions. In the 
sequel of this review of the industries of Ceylon, it will be 
seen that the absence of capital has been in some cases 
scarcely more fatal than the abuse of the power exerted by 
its few possessors. The needy goya, who has to pay fifty 
per cent, for the use of his seed, would often be better 
without it, and at the best he pursues his enterprise under 
discouragement fatal to the future progress of his industry 
or to the improvement of his own condition. 

The conduct of the Portuguese and the Dutch was charac- 
terised by the avarice of adventurers, who were regardless 
of the good of either the country or its inhabitants . Their 
only care was to extract from both whatever they could 
obtain, whether by force or guile. Their capital and the 
command their fleets gave them of the sea, were employed 
in the interest of their own country and commerce at the 
expense of this Island and its people. Though they nomi- 
nally purchased the produce of local industry, they actually 
appropriated it on terms little better than pillage, the prices 
paid being such as would have effectually suppressed the 
production, which was therefore carried on mainly by means 
of forced levies. Certain quantities of the various commo- 
dities were exacted under severe penalties, and the prices 
paid were such as to involve the producers in loss and grief. 
Some industries were thus destroyed, and all were discour- 
aged. Bertolacci relates that pepper to the extent of forty to 
one hundred and fifty thousand pounds per annum was levied 
at the rate of 1 to f anam per pound, worth many times that 
paltry payment. Governor Schreuder on leaving the Island 
advised his successor to reduce the exports, lest the trade 
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^of Malabar, another Dutch possession, should be injured. 
And it is well known that the cloves and nutmegs were 
‘destroyed in Ceylon in the interest of Dutch trade in the 
Moluccas. For cardamoms, Bertolacci says, they paid the 
SiiQihalese 2 fanams per pound. Under this regime the capital 
-and power of the State were employed in seizing the pro- 
ducts of industry on terms so grievous that it became the 
interest of the people rather to root up their trees than to 
harvest the fruit, wherefore it became necessary to enact 
extreme penalties for the destimction of fruit trees. 

It thus appears that our predecessors employed their 
capital in a manner to effectually discourage, or even to ex- 
tinguish, the most important industries of the country, nor 
was it ever applied beneficently, or under the conditions 
which foster enterprise, until the Biitish took possession. Of 
private capital, independent of the State, there was then but 
very little, and that little was in the hands of renters and 
other such persons, exercising or usurping official functions 
and authority. Sir J. Emerson Tennent seems inconsistent 
in his remarks upon private capital, for in some parts of his 
writings he exposes, with all the force of his powerful pen, 
the extortions of native usurers ; and elsewhere, in the Blue 
Book for 1846, he says : “ It is a singular fact and somewhat 
discouraging that there is not a single native capitalist in 
Geylon^ though some are proprietors of land to a considerable 
extent, and enjoy a corresponding rank and influence in their 
localities.” Here he shows, not the absence of capital, but 
its abuse. 

The practical difference in the results of the employment 
of capital by the State, as compared with its application by 
private individuals, is well exemplified by reference to the 
historic facts above cited. Works constructed by the State 
are generally on a large scale, and whether of an useful and 
reproductive character, or of the opposite kind, they depend 
for their maintenance on the disposition of the rulers for the 
time being. They and they only have the power and the 
means. No one else has either the responsibility or the 



336 


JOITRITAL, E.A.S. (OBYLON). [VOL. X., 

ability to keep them in a state of efficiency. Hence neglect, 
the fatal and almost inevitable consequence of irresponsible 
ownership, has overtaken and ruined the greater number of 
such works. On the other* hand, private capital has, from 
time immemorial, produced enduring results, which no 
power can destroy, and which will through all time go on 
developing the resources of the world. Commerce, the great 
benefactor and pacificator of mankind, which has brought 
the most distant nations into mutual intercourse and inter- 
dependence, owes its origin and development to private- 
enterprise. In Britain, where it has attained the greatest 
development, and in some other countries, where modern 
civilisation has subdued or modified the ambition and sel-- 
fishness of ancient despotism, the fruits of private capital are- 
manifest in the advancement of all classes of the people, in- 
the progress of art and science, and in affording the strongest 
motives for the maintenance of peace and for strengthening' 
the brotherhood of nations. 

The cause of the stagnant state of local industries, which 
the British Government found on assuming possession of this* 
country, was clearly proved by the wonderful change which 
immediately followed the introduction of the capital which, 
the planters introduced, and so vigorously employed, and by 
the widespread improvement in the condition of the natives 
within the range of its benign influence. The reason that in 
the regions beyond that range the old stagnation still com 
tinues, is because the old adverse conditions which discourage 
enterprise and make progress impossible are still in force 
there. The training of ages in oppression and misery could 
not easily be effaced, even if the former discouragements did 
not persist. To ignore those conditions, and to heap reproaches ■ 
upon the victims, is as foolish and unprofitable as it would 
be to revile the dying or the dead. 

The influence of free intercourse between different coun- 
tries, and between distant parts of the same country, is an im- 
portant factor in the development of industrial enterprise. In 
former times a nation might keep within itself and maintain 
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a comparatively isolated and independent position, its^ 
inhabitants accommodating their wants to their own local 
resources. In some the avenues of access were closed against 
all foreigners, except a favoured few, on whom they depended 
for some necessary exchange of commodities. In modern 
times, however, such exclusiveness has become impossible. 
Steam navigation, railways, and telegraphs, have brought 
nearly every habitable part of the earth into direct inter- 
course with all the rest. Keen traders issue forth, laden 
with the products of countries where industry has fructified 
abundantly, to find markets for the surplusage of their- 
productions. Thus an almost universal interchange of com- 
modities has been established. Old barriers have been 
broken down, until at length few hindrances remain to 
prevent free access to the recesses of even the most jealously 
guarded countries. The special resources and requirements 
of each, what it can most cheaply supply, and what it most 
urgently wants, thus become generally known, and commerce 
sets up a process of distribution and equalisation which 
seems to be destined to eventuate in a general equilibrium. 
With this knowledge every country might turn to account 
its special capabilities and advantages to the purposes for 
which it is best adapted. Many industries which were 
formerly pursued under adverse conditions, in certain places, 
have already been superseded by new ones more suitable to 
the circumstances. A still more comprehensive re-adjust- 
ment will doubtless be effected by a greater freedom of 
intercourse, which, if carried out to its natural results, will 
eventuate in each country’s producing the commodities for 
which it is best adapted. In the meantime, however, this 
natural tendency of universal competition is being checked 
by means of artificial expedients, such as prohibitive or pro- 
tective tariffs whereby local advantages are nullified and 
adverse conditions perpetuated. The good of the many is 
sacrificed for the benefit of a few, and the natural tendency 
is perverted. This old fashioned method of interfering with 
natural growth, though still maintained extensively, must 
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in the end sticcnmb to natural forces. Universal intercourse 
seems to be the destined providential means of promoting 
peace, brotherhood of nations, and the distribution of the 
people to the places where there is most room for them. 
Far as the world is yet from such a consummation, the 
tendency of modern inventions, discoveries, and civilisation 
is so to disseminate knowledge, and to distribute the pro- 
ducts of industry, as to extend their benefits universally. 

Facility of communication between the distant parts of a 
country is as important to its industries as the intercourse 
it enjoys with other countries. Yaluable commodities may 
otherwise exist abundantly in one part, and be yet practi- 
cally unavailable for other parts, where they are urgently 
wanted. Thus, stores of grain existed in India in one part, 
whilst, but a few years ago, famine raged in another. Hence, 
for want of efficient means of transport, one province lost 
the benefit of a good market, whilst the people in another 
were dying of starvation. On the other hand, railways and 
modern appliances have proved the means of bringing 
supplies of wheat from the north of India and other new and 
remote places, which have afforded cheap food to the millions 
of English labourers, who would otherwise have suffered 
severe hardship during the long protracted depression of 
trade from which the country is only now recovering. 

When the British took possession of Ceylon, the interior 
was accessible only by village paths and game tracks, which 
precluded the transport of any but very portable and valu- 
able commodities. Wherefore the few industries which 
existed in the country were mostly of a local character, 
confined within narrow limits. Sir J. Emerson Tennent, 
writing in 1846, says ; It is surprising that even postal 
communication is so regularly maintained, considering the 
obstructions caused- by wild animals, deep streams, and the 
absence of local European superintendence ” in some parts. 
A British Embassy which started from Colombo to the King 
of Kandy in 1806, had to leave its artillery behind at 
Sitawakka, and to proceed in light marching order, not 
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without great difficulty and delay. Trade and industrial 
enterprise were necessarily then almost confined to the 
coasts, each of which in turn was practically inaccessible for 
half the year during the monsoons, the small craft the 
Island possessed being unable to cope with them. In Knox’s 
time, the King of Kandy required his subjects to bring with 
them, and deliver to him, the products of the country under 
his rule, and that faithful historian describes graphically the 
detentions, losses, and lorivations to which the people were 
exposed whilst waiting His Majesty’s pleasure to receive 
them. He also relates that arecanuts lay on the ground 
ungarnered, because there was ^‘no vend for them,” or 
indeed for any other of their fruits. It follows that under 
such conditions, so comparatively recent, the industries of 
the Island were necessarily confined to such commodities as 
could be carried by almost impracticable paths to all but 
inaccessible markets. 

Nor were the conditions much better under the Dutch, 
whose proceedings, as we have already shown, offered no 
inducement to the natives to pursue by choice the industries 
forced upon them, even if the markets that Government pro- 
vided had been more accessible than they were made by the 
canals they constructed. 

It was not until the British Government introduced the 
system of roads throughout the Island, for which it has since 
been so justly noted, that this essential element of industrial 
success has been provided. This means of communication 
has, in the meantime, been superseded by railways, in which 
steam takes the place to a very large extent of draught by 
animals. Unless Ceylon proceeds more energetically, how- 
ever, and by private enterprise, to complete the chain of 
intercommunication by rail, she will be left far behind in 
the keen competition of powerful rivals in her newest enter- 
prises, and will suffer discouragement, or possible defeat. 
The policy of constructing railways at the expense of the 
existing local industries, and of devoting them when paid 
for to the raising of revenue by means of excessive rates of 
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transport, is neither wise nor just. It deprives them of a 
great part of their value, which consists in economising 
carriage and thus affording aid and encouragement to 
enterprise. 

In the foregoing remarks on the influence of capital, 
intercourse, and market, the relation these elements hear to 
the all-important one of labour has been incidentally shown, 
but requires to be more particularly considered. 

As a general principle, it is obvious that some adequate 
inducement is an indispensable condition of voluntary labour. 
It would be vain to expect to enlist the best energies of the 
people in work in which they have no interest. Labour may, 
it is true, be extorted by the lash of the taskmaster or slave- 
driver for the benefit of those who, for the time, possess the 
requisite power ; and it has already been shown that prior 
to the accession of the British in Ceylon, the Sinhalese 
suffered galling oppression, and were in a state of helpless 
ignorance and degradation. It was dangerous, wheresoever 
it was at all possible, for them to possess anything of which 
they could be deprived, and they were therefore in a state 
of inevitable poverty. It was not possible, for industry to 
prosper, or for the people to advance under such conditions. 
Although the country possessed great natural capabilities, and 
the virtual monopoly of two precious commodities, cinnamon 
and pearls, yet neither the people nor the country derived 
any advantage even from these specialties ; in fact, the greed 
of our immediate predecessors, the Dutch, reduced the value 
;nnd destroyed the monopoly of the spice, and drove the trade 
into another channel. 

It is thus manifest that the nature, extent, and success of the 
industries of a country are not under the control of the 
labouring people, nor are the working class responsible either 
for their own condition or for that of their country. This 
fact, so clearly shown in the history of Ceylon, is fully borne 
‘Out in our own country elsewhere, and is strikingly manifest 
in the fact that the depressed, languishing, dispirited people 
who still linger about the ruins of the ancient tanks, are of 



No. 37. — 1888.] INDUSTBIBS OF CEYLOISr. 


341 


the same race and natural character as the energetic Sii^halese, 
who are ever ready to undertake work on contract, and the 
goyas, who, to a man, are willing to fell heavy forest, clear, 
sow, and fence it, for the small return of a single crop of 
kurakkan, which rarely even yields an equivalent of 7d. a 
day for the severe labour it involves. The wretched crofter 
of North Britain, who listlessly watches his starving family 
in a state of moral paralysis, is of the same race, and naturally 
of the same energetic character, as his countrymen who have 
made the name of a Scot a synonym for indomitable energy. 
The African captive who suffers himself to be dragged 
ignominiously from his home, is often of the same kith and 
kin as his captor, and would turn the tables on him if he 
were not demoralised by oppression. In all these cases the 
difference of character is not natural, but is the product of 
the particular circumstances, often entirely artificial, in which 
the people are placed. The same result may be produced 
either, on the one hand, by oppression, which deprives men 
of the just value of their labour and reduces them to an 
abject condition, or by the dispiriting influence of vain and 
fruitless effort. A dead pull breaks the heart of a colt, and 
in like manner a hopeless condition makes men apathetic^ 
despairing y and slavish. 

One of the few Dutch Governors who had generous 
impulses towards the Sinhalese recommended his successor 
to offer an additional inducement instead of forcible exaction, 
for he says : “ Raising the price of an article has more effect 
with them (the Siighalese) than harsh measures.” At the 
same time, his suggested addition of a penny per pound by 
way of inducement f o r the production of the article they were 
levying at a mere fraction of its proper value, shows how the 
feeling of justice becomes dried up by the exercise of 
habitual and systematic oppression. 

History teaches that the stability and permanence of a 
Government depend mainly upon the justice and reasonable- 
ness of its dealings with the people, and upon the inducement 
thus offered for the enlistment of their energies. This, in 
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fact, is one of the leading conditions which determine the 
character of a nation’s industries. Wheresoever labour is 
exacted by force and fails to receive its just remuneration, 
wheresoever service is executed without wages, the woe 
pronounced by Jeremiah will be realised. The fruits of 
such service will be uncertain, and may perish like the river- 
of Joseph, or endure uselessly like the pyramids amidst the 
desolation they have helped to create. In short, power that 
is exerted selfishly is unenduring ^ and that only is progressive 
and permanent which extends its rule tmselfishly to all 
classes of the people. The degradation of any section of a 
community is a mortal malady of the State, which will in the 
end bring the whole body politic to decay and ruin. The 
healthy condition of a State can only be secured by maintain-* 
ing that of each class. The providential arrangement by 
which the violation of the principles of justice and charity 
entails its own penalties is as applicable to a nation as to an 
individual. Hence all the devices by which despotism has 
striven to maintain and perpetuate oppression have through- 
out the world’s history eventuated in the destruction of the 
oppresso3\ 

We have seen that in Ceylon, until lately, the conditions 
which call forth the energies of the people have been 
continually violated, and that the natural consequences have 
followed in the deposition of the oppressors, the stagnation 
of local industries, the waste of natural resources, and the 
demoralisation of the people. The requisite inducements 
for effective exertion, the capital necessary to utilise the 
labour of the people, and the knowledge required to direct 
it, were all wanting, until British capital and the energy of 
the planters supplied these essential elements to a part of the 
country where they have fructified abundantly. May the 
same happy results be soon extended to those parts which 
still lie under the blight bequeathed by former Governments ! 

The institution of caste, howsoever it may have originated, 
afforded to native rulers an effective means of securing their 
own ends by working upon the feelings of pride natural to^ 
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man. The distinction thus conferred upon all who were 
engaged in the occupation in which the rulers were most 
interested, and which gave to such people a rank above their 
fellows, secured the supremacy of that industry. Thus the 
cultivators who filled the State granaries were made to look 
with scorn upon all other classes of the people, who suffered 
degradation in different degrees, according to arbitrary 
arrangement. The people were thus placed in an unnatural 
relation one class to another, whereby invidious distinctions 
were created amongst them all, and severe discouragement 
was imposed upon those industries which were likely to 
enrich the people engaged in them. Nor was the distinction 
of the favoured class an unmixed blessing to themselves, for 
they were obliged, on pain of their own degradation and 
that of all their descendants, to adhere to their particular 
pursuit, whether their lands afforded an adequate return, or 
failed, from whatever cause, to yield the produce necessary 
to maintain their increasing numbers. Hence the coveted 
distinction subjected its possessors to the fate we see to-day so 
terribly exemplified in the condition of the wretched sur- 
vivors of a once dense population, who still cling to their 
ancestral lands about the ruined tanks, and also in villages 
which have outgrown the resources of the lands belonging 
to them. 

The obligations and restrictions imposed by caste upon the 
labouring population of Ceylon, and the relations thereby 
established between labour and the other factors of industrial 
progress, are entirely opposed to the conditions under which 
success is possible. Of these none is more important than 
the freedom of the labourer to dispose of his one possession, 
sinew, in the manner most conducive to his advantage and 
to the demand that may exist for its use. Caste inflicts a fatal 
impediment to the adjustment of means to ends, and imposes 
insuperable obstacles to progress and prosperity. One craft 
may lack labourers whilst another is overdone. Natural 
resources may lie neglected because the people, where they 
are available, are precluded by their caste from defiling 
85—90 0 
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themselves by utilising them. For instance, coir is a thri- 
ving industry in some places, and is neglected in others 
because of the special contamination caste assigns to it. 

It would far exceed the limits of this Paper to specify the 
numerous forms of discouragement caste imposes on our 
industries, but many will appear in the sequel. The influ- 
ence it exerts must be constantly kept in view in considering 
each one in particular, if justice be done to the subject. 

Probably the worst evil consequent on caste is that which 
makes it a degradation to accept wages. It virtually requires 
a man to bo either a partner or a slave of his employer. 
Knox shows that it is not the work itself, generally, but the 
doing it for wages, which degrades the man. He says : 
^‘Husbandry is the great employment of the country. In this 
the best men labour, nor is it held to be any disgrace for one 
of the greatest quality to do any work, either at home or in 
the field, if it be for themselves, but to work for hire with 
them is reckoned for a great shame, and very few are there 
to be found who will work so, but he that goes under the 
notion of a gentleman, may dispense with all works but 
carrying — ^that he must get a man to do, for carrying is 
accounted the most slave-like work of all. ” We daily experi- 
ence the truth of this remark, by observing with what 
avidity the Sinhalese will undertake almost any kind of work 
by contract, which comparatively few would be induced to 
do for wages. The task or contract evades the ignominy 
of hire. Even yet, notwithstanding some relaxations effected 
by European influence and example, the degradation which 
caste assigns to certain occupations, and to labouring for hire, 
continues in strong force. There are at this day hundreds 
•of thousands of able-bodied SiQihalese, who would gladly earn 
the wages their labour would procure, but for the shame of 
that terrible scare, and the sacrifice it would entail of their 
social status and that of their descendants. 

The strength of caste feeling in the native mind may be 
inferred from the following remark of Sir J. F. Dickson in 
in his article on Ceylon in the Encyclopaedia Britannica : — 
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The castes do not intermarry, and neither wealth nor Euro- 
pean influence has had any effect in breaking down caste 
'distinctions.” 

Europeans may inveigh against the poor native, who in 
his deepest needs refuses to violate his order and sacrifice 
his social status and that of his posterity by working for hire, 
but it is a feeling which operates as strongly in our own 
community as amongst Asiatics, though not bearing the same 
opprobrious name. An English gentleman will not descend 
to any employment which, according to the accepted creed, 
would degrade him and lower his social status. It cannot 
therefore be expected of the ignorant natives who have 
inherited for many generations the ideas of the race, to do 
for themselves what even Christian teaching has not effected 
for the European. Naturally the invidious feelings inspired 
.by caste distinctions are the strongest in the higher grades, 
who enjoy the superiority caste confers. They, therefore, 
whose example alone could break down the caste barriers, 
.are they who most strenuously uphold them. 

Of the numerous writers who have employed their pens in 
descriptions of this Island, very few have considered the con- 
ditions essential to the success and development of industrial 
-enterprise. All of them, without exception, have been deeply 
impressed with the apparent capabilities and resources of the 
•.soil and climate, as these are manifested in the luxuriant 
.growth and great variety of its vegetable products ; and have 
therefore been surprised at and have remarked upon the 
backward condition of its industries, the undeveloped state 
•of its apparently inexhaustible sources of wealth, and the 
low status of the rural inhabitants. Such a discrepancy 
between the actual condition of the country and its apparent 
capabilities required explanation, and nearly all have 
considered that the apathy of the people afforded a satis- 
factory solution of the matter, and have taken it for granted. 

Though this very simple reason may seem to suffice for the 
mere purpose of accounting for the existing state of the 
^country, it will be seen from the foregoing remarks that it 

c2 
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does not rel^resent the true sta:te of the case, and that it fails • 
entirely to expose the real evils that have been the effective 
causes of discouragement in the past, some of which have, in 
consequence, remained in operation, and are still unremedied. 
The ready acceptance which this superficial theory has 
received has proved a very serious impediment to progress, 
and a grievous injury to the people, especially to that large 
section of them who are still suffering helplessly under* 
adverse conditions, for which they are not in any way 
responsible. 

Those writers who adopt this theory, and their followers 
quote the evidences of ancient prosperity and plenty con- 
tained in the ruined irrigation works to show what has 
actually been done, and they refer for proofs of more modern 
industry and success to the vaunted riches extracted from 
the country in former times. But they generally overlook the 
fact that the foundation on which those superstructures of 
past greatness and wealth were built was, in both cases, 
unstable. Under native rule the whole resources of the 
country and the sinew of the people were in the power of the 
State and were devoted to one enterprise, dependent for its 
success on vast works, which the State alone could maintain. 
The failure of these works therefore inevitably sealed the 
doom of the unhappy people, who had no escape from the 
ruin imposed upon them. They lived under artificial con- 
ditions of which they were not the splendid authors, but 
only the miserable victims. It was not nature that was cruel 
to them, nor were they responsible for the violation of her 
laws. Equally unnatural and impolitic was the conduct of' 
our immediate predecessors, and though it operated in very 
different ways it was not less effective than that of the native 
rulers in crushing out the vital principles of industrial 
enterprise. 

The authorities whose writings and opinions have been^ 
referred to may be divided into two classes, viz., those who^ 
have apprehended the true state of the case, and have 
sympathised deeply with the sufferers ; and those who, on the 
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other hand, have disregarded the effective agencies, and have 
contemned and reproached the people for their misfortunes. 
The former class, though small in number, is strong in all 
that gives value to their evidence and weight to their 
opinions. Sir Henry Ward is a type of this class ; he saw 
the country for himself, and investigated personally, with all 
the force and acumen of an experienced statesman, the 
actual conditions of the country and the people. The result 
was a deep sym^Dathy with the sufferers, and strong invective 
against the real authors of the evils under which they 
suffered. Knox belongs to the same class ; and writing as 
one of the people themselves, after living as one of them, he 
describes in Ms naive and simple way that the peo]Dle durst 
not possess anything that could attract the cupidity of their 
rulers, nor had any inducement to produce more than they 
could consume, “ having no vend for anything they might 
get.” 

In the masterly Minutes of Governor Ward, and in the 
unvarnished description of the honest captive, who spent 
twenty years in the village life of the Sinhalese, are contained 
the true principal causes of the backward condition in which 
the British Government found the industries of the country 
when it assumed the rule. 

Those who, on the other hand, attribute the condition of 
the country to the apathy and idleness of the people have 
written apparently without any intimate knowledge of the 
character and ideas of the labouring classes of their own and 
other countries. 

The writings of those who belong to this class, and of their 
followers of the present day, would lead their readers to the 
supposition that, if it were not for the supineness and crass 
idleness of the Sip.halese, the whole Island would be a verit- 
. able garden of Eden, teeming with all the products of tropical 
growth, besides some peculiar to itself. It would take up 
pages of this Paper to merely enumerate the various products 
which, according to Bennet and others, would yield fortunes 
to any one who would take the trouble to reap them. He 
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(Beiinet) is particularly strong in regard to indigo, cotton, . 
opium, pepper, and tea. The two first mentioned grow wild,, 
and he says there are 4,000 square miles on which cotton 
might he grown. As regards tea, which he also describes as 
indigenous^ he may have only followed Percival, who wrote 
about twenty years previously, and says that “ the tea plant 
is found in the greatest abundance in the northern parts of 
the Island, which are most unfavourable to other kinds of 
produce ” ! He says further ‘‘ that it is equal in quality to- 
any that ever grew in China.” 

Another enthusiast of more recent date, C. W. Payne, has 
published, besides his book on “ Ceylon, its Products, Capa- 
bilities, and Climate,” a map of large size, and of very re- 
markable character. At page 11 of his book he says that 
Ceylon “ will be found to be far more productive in mineral 
wealth than any other country.” He estimates “ that the 
exportation of cotton from hence would give freight to 500,000 
tons of shipping annually, and would annihilate the slave 
cotton supply from America.” Of tobacco he says an acre 
produces one and a half to two tons.” Wine of superior- 
quality, and that to a great extent, could be made here ; 
indeed would be difficult,” he says, ‘Ho find a climate or- 
soil better adapted for the cultivation and growth of the 
grape than some parts of the low country.” In his rambles 
he “ gazed around him with astonishment to see the herds of ' 
wild cattle grazing upon the beautiful green pasture, 
resembling our home parks, but far more luxuriant. Count- 
less herds of wild cattle wander through the forest, and over- 
the valleys ; they have also their camping grounds, park-like 
places, shaded with trees. Every herd has several of these 
camps. So strong is their attachment to place that they have 
been known to travel back 100 and even 200 miles to their* 
old haunts.” “Here,” he says, “ is a wide field for the slaughter 
house ; beef and venison in abundance.” “ I have myself 
seen,” he goes on to say, “herds numbering two to three* 
thousand heads without owner or master. Why, the very 
hides of these animals would make a fine export trade, while* 
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their flesh would he food for* the Eastern army and the emi- 
grant ! ” This gentleman assured Lord John Russell that ‘^in 
a few years he could produce a surplus revenue of £ 1,450,000 
sterling, after deducting expenditure.” Still, extravagant as 
is the picture drawn by this author and resident of the coun- 
try, he is in one respect more just than most other writers ; 
for he admits the need of capital for the execution of most 
of his projects, whilst they expect the poverty-stricken 
people to do everything by merely shaking off their sloth, 
and harvesting the natural products of the country, amongst 
which they include some that are neither indigenous nor 
cultivable, things that never did nor ever will grow here. 

Such are some of the misapprehensions into which writers, 
including some who have enjoyed the advantage of pergonal 
observation during considerable periods of residence in the 
country, have been led by judging from superficial appear- 
ances and overlooking the conditions which determine the 
nature and development of industry. A fair and reasonable 
consideration of the subject with reference to those con- 
ditions will be found to explain some apparent anomalies, to 
account for the decline of some industries and the extinction 
of others, and to place the character of the Sinhalese race in 
a light which relieves them, to a great extent at least, of the 
charges commonly laid against them, both as regards their 
industry and their intelligence. As to the rest, they cannot 
be expected to exhibit the characteristic virtues of Christianity, 
which as yet are but little understood amongst them. 
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ANCIENT INDUSTRIES IN CEYLON. 

By George Wall, f.l.s., f.r.a.s., Yicb-Presiuent. 

( Bead November 22^ 1 888,) 



"‘UYTjON is fortunate in possessing a connected 
: ■ story of the last 2,300 years, of wMch. Tumour, 
1 ; most competent authority, says that ‘4t is 
authenticated hy the concurrence of every 
evidence ^which can contribute to verify the annals of 
any country.” Like all ancient and nearly all modern 
histories, ho-wever, the histories of this Island are almost 
exclusively records of great national events and the pro- 
ceedings of rulers, princes, and priests, and afford little, if 
any, information respecting the industries of the people. 
Historians, even to this day, fail to recognise the fact that 
potentates are not possible -without a people, and that a 
people is nothing without its industries. In other words, 
the position, power, and resources of kings are derived 
entirely from industry as the fundamental source of all 
wealth. The fact that unless the people earn by their 
labour somewhat more than the necessaries of life there is 
no resource for either princes or priests, outside of the ranks 
of the people themselves, is generally regarded by historians 
as unworthy of notice in a national record. It is nevertheless 
a fact of such importance, and is so related to all those events 
that figure prominently in history, that the condition of a 
country, and the industries in which the sinew of the people 
is employed, may, to a great extent, be logically inferred one 
from the other. The slight mention of trade and commerce 
in Sinhalese histories is attributed by Mr. Tumour to the 
fact that they were exclusively written by Buddhist priests, 
who are debarred from all secular pursuits. 
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The monuments which remain to attest the resources, and 
to exhibit the national character of ancient races of mankind, 
seem to show that wheresoever the surplus products of 
labour were devoted to luxury, pomp, and unproductive 
purpose, the improvident races so employing them perished, 
and their epitaph is inscribed upon the memorials of their 
wasteful policy ; and on the other hand, that wheresoever the 
sinew and resources of an ancient people are represented by 
reproductive works, the race and its industries survive, even 
where these have been crushed by the weight of unproductive 
national burdens, as in Egypt, or have been subject, as in 
Ceylon, to the frequent incursions of rapacious neighbours, 
and to the vicissitudes of ever-changing and despotic Govern- 
ments. Had the ancient Si^jhalese possessed the wisdom and 
foresight which led the Chinese to fortify their country 
against invasion and to protect their industries from harassing 
interruptions by erecting that stupendous barrier, the great 
wall, this country might have enjoyed, like that, a con- 
tinuous progress of permanent and enduring wealth. And the 
Sinhalese would almost certainly have attained a degree of 
intellectual and moral refinement and culture which are 
fairly foreshadowed by the art displayed in the design and 
decoration of their religious edifices, the science exhibited in 
the conception and execution of their stupendous irrigation 
works, and in the beautiful ideas of womanly devotion and 
female virtues which form a staple subject of their best 
poetry. But, instead of any such provident regard for the 
security of their possessions and industries, the Sinhalese 
attracted their rapacious neighbours to their defenceless 
coasts, by lavishing upon their religious edifices a profusion 
of precious metals and gems, which were highly prized and 
easily carried off by their enemies. Hence it followed that, 
throughout their history, from the most ancient times, when- 
ever the Government was weak, parties of Tamils invaded 
the Island, and either despoiled it, or seized upon and 
•exercised for a time the supreme power. It is astonishing 
how easily these marauders established themselves, and how 
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patiently the Sinhalese generally submitted to, or accepted,, 
their domination. The policy of the people seems to have 
been to acquiesce unresistingly in each new dispensation,, 
and to gradually absorb into the realm the novel elements so 
introduced. The only exceptions appear to have been pro- 
voked by extreme oppression, or by religious feelings, and 
when thus roused, the Sinhalese turned resolutely upon their 
foes, and drove them bodily out of the country, or 
exterminated them. In reference to such struggles the Rev.. 
Spence Hardy says that many a Marathon or Thermopylae 
might have been recorded of them.” Seeing that the 
frequent invasions by their Tamil neighbours were the cause 
of all the worst disasters that befel their splendid industries,, 
the persistent neglect of their national defences was the 
more remarkable, especially as they had not a long line of 
exposed boundary to protect, like the Chinese, but only a 
few points of their coasts. Such blind disregard of their 
national interests, after so many and such severe lessons, can 
only be accounted for by the inability the race has always 
shown for any great combination. They were ever a 
domestic, not a political, people, and so continue to be to this, 
day. People of this disposition fall almost necessarily under' 
the subjection of any resolute power, and become the 
servants, if not virtually the slaves, of those who wield it. 

It may here be incidentally questioned, whether the great 
wall of China, which in modern times has been regarded as 
an egregious folly, costly as it must have been, was not, at 
least in the time when it was built, a more economical means 
of defence, after all, than a standing army, which would 
have abstracted in perpetuity so large a proportion of the 
labour taken from the industries of the Empire. 

Seeing that history affords no direct information respect-^ 
ing the ancient industries, the actual condition of the people, 
or the national resources of the Island at the time of 
Wijayo’s conquest, all that can now be ascertained on the 
subject must he inferred from the data afforded by the 
authentic narratives of the events therein recorded. These 



No. 37.— 1888,] INDUSTRIES OR OBYLON. 353^ 

events, so far as they depended upon the sinew of the people, 
either directly for the things done, or indirectly for the 
means of doing them, afford a sure guide for inference and 
research. Industry, being in one form or another, the 
source of all wealth, it is evident that wheresoever this is 
proved to exist, that must have preceded it, as certainly as 
the parent its offspring. Even when wealth flows from the 
most precious of nature’s bounties, considerable labour is 
nevertheless necessary for their utilisation. In the Austra- 
lian gold fields, for example, during the first few years 
after their discovery, notwithstanding the large prizes found 
near the surface, and the fortunes acquired by some indivi- 
dual diggers, the total output, when divided over the whole 
force engaged in the work, amounted to only two guineas a 
week for each worker. Gems, and even pearls, when charged 
with all the expenses involved in their collection, are not so 
lucrative a source of revenue as they seem at first to be. 

Sir J. E. Tennent, in his celebrated book on Ceylon, 
disposes summarily of the great staple industry of the Island 
by the remarkable statement that before the arrival of 
Wijayo, 543 B.C., agriculture was unknown here, and that 
grain, if grown at all, was not systematically cultivated. 
“The inhabitants,” he says, “appear to have subsisted then 
and for some centuries afterwards on fruits, honey, and the 
products of the chase.” This view, which has been generally 
accepted on his authority, seems, however, to be irreconcil- 
able with the authentic narratives, which will be found on 
examination to plainly describe a condition, both of the 
country and its inhabitants, at the time of Wijayo’s landing, 
indicative of a certain degree of civilisation, and of the 
existence of settled communities, cities, and Governments. 
Such a state of things is incompatible with the nomadic life 
of tribes who live by the chase, as is conclusively proved 
by our experience of several races still living in that way in 
different parts of the world. The Red Indians of America, 
Bushmen of Australia, Hottentots of Africa, and Yeddas 
of Ceylon, all afford examples of the wandering, unsettled 
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mode of life proper to snch pursuits and manner of subsis- 
tence. In none of these races do we find cities, settled forms 
•of Government, or any approach to the conditions prevailing 
in this Island when Wijayo arrived. All the narratives of 
this event show that the Siigihalese Yakhos^ as they were then 
called, and as they familiarly call each other to this day, had 
cities, TahJio capitals, social institutions, a national language, 
.and some indubitable signs of accumulated wealth. Agri- 
culture must, therefore, have been well understood, and 
successfully, if not quite generally practised, for it will be 
shown in the sequel that no other supposition is compatible 
with the circumstances narrated. Tennent supports his 
theory that the inhabitants lived by the chase by the fact 
that hunting was one of the amusements of the princes in 
those days, and that royal huntsmen formed part of their 
retinue. The same might be said, however, of the English 
princes of to-day, and the fact seems to indicate the luxury 
of court life, rather than that the 2}eo]Dle were reduced to 
that primitive and precarious means of subsistence. 

Turning to the narrative of Wijayo’s landing, and divest- 
ing the substantial facts of obvious orientalisms, and the 
heroine of supernatural powers, it becomes quite plain that 
Kuweni, like the rest of the inhabitants, was of human flesh 
and blood, no demon or spirit, but a real and also a very 
fascinating lady, whose ideas, tastes, and language harmonised 
with the princely character in which she appeared to Vijayo. 
Her “ innumerable ornaments, lovely as Maranga, and her 
splendid curtained bed, fragrant with incense,” would indi- 
cate, even if they were figments of the imagination, refine- 
ments inconceivable by a Red Indian or a Yedda. Yet 
TaJcMni as she was, her charms were sufficiently real and 
substantial, and her position high enough, to captivate Wijayo, 
and to obtain for her the honour of becoming his wife and 
the mother of his two children. With such credentials, her 
discourse about other princely persons of her acquaintance 
follows consistently and naturally, and the narrative proceeds 
to relate that Wijayo listened to her story of a certain Yakho 



355 ^ 


No. 37.— 1888.] INDUSTRIES OF CEYUON. 

sovereign, Kalaseno, who was just about to form a family 
alliance with another, the King of the Yakho city, Lankapura.. 
The event was to be celebrated by a wedding festival of seven 
days’ duration, and she treacherously suggested that this 
would be a rare opportunity for a surprise attack. Profiting 
by her information and advice, Wijayo proceeded to the 
distant scene of the festivity, and slaughtered the assembled 
Yakho guests in the midst of their conviviality. This done, 
Wijayo appropriated Kalaseno’s court dress to his own use,, 
and his retinue, following his example, helped themselves to- 
the rich wedding garments of the other slaughtered Yakhos.. 
These and other collateral circumstances establish the fact 
that the Yakhos concerned were neither demons nor Veddas. 
Sovereigns, cities, and court dresses contrast strangely with 
what we know of chiefs in war paint, skin, and feathers, 
the orgies in which they indulge, aiid the life led by nomadic 
tribes who live by the chase. 

The theory propounded by Tennent seems to have been 
suggested, and indeed necessitated, by the fundamental mistake 
into which he, in common with So many other authors, was 
led by regarding’ the Yakhos as savage aborigines — eddas, 
in fact, whose manner of life is such as he and his followers 
describe. 

After the events just mentioned, Wijayo departed from 
the Yakho capital, founded the city of Tambapanni, and 
settled there. His chief ministers then proceeded to 
form separate establishments, each for himself. Anu- 
radho formed his far away on the banks of the Kadambi 
river, Upatisso went still further north, and Uruwelo and 
Wijito settled southwards and eastwards, in places not 
now identifiable. From this dispersion of Wijayo and his 
ministers to form settlements in parts of the country widely 
distant from each other, it may be confidently inferred that 
the places mentioned were well populated, and that the 
people were of a peaceable character, or Wijayo’s small party 
would not have dared to separate. Nor would ministers or 
princes settle in deserts or jungles, where there were not 
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people enough to produce the food, and to render the services 
necessary for themselves, their retinues, and courts. 

Wijayo’s adventure having thus succeeded so well, and his 
supremacy having become established by his representatives 
in so many parts of the Island, it seemed to hivS ministers 
unadvisable that the traitress Kuweni should share his 
throne. A mission was therefore sent to the King of Madura, 
to solicit for a princess suitable to become the wife of the 
ruler of La^k^. The emissaries who formed this important 
embassy took with them “ gems and other splendid presents’^ 
wherewith to propitiate the favour, and secure the aid of the 
King Panduwo. This monarch received them graciously, 
and thereupon consulted with his ministers, with whose 
concurrence, he, having already decided to send his own 
daughter, asked his nobles who amongst them were willing 
to send their daughters to renowned Sihdla,” to accompany 
her. In response to this invitation, 700 noble ladies are 
said to have been selected, and Panduwo, having decorated 
his daughter with every description of gold ornaments 
befitting her sex and exalted rank, dispatched the party in 
charge of 18 officers of State, 75 horsekeepers, elephant- 
keepers, and charioteers, his daughter to be the bride of 
Wijayo, with a dowry consisting of elephants, horses, chariots, 
and slaves, and her noble companions to seek their fortunes 
in his court. On the landing of the cortege, the ladies, their 
retinues, and the magnificent presents they brought, were 
received and conveyed to Wijayo’s court, with all the honour 
due to their rank and to the high positions for which they 
were destined. The ovation prepared for them, and the 
festivities that followed were such as could only have been 
conceived and executed in a country where regal state, court 
customs, and luxury were familiar and a state of civilisation 
was established, and where the inhabitants, on the long line 
cf the march from the landing place, were peaceable and 
acquiescent. It is needless to point out how utterly incongru- 
ous such a party of noble ladies, and such presents as Panduwo 
sent, would have been if dispatched to a country inhabited 
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by Veddas or buahmen scotiring th^ Island for a miserable 
subsistence of fruit, honey, and game. The picture such a 
country would have presented may be imagined from the 
isolated condition of the part of this Island now occupied by 
the few remaining Veddas that survive, and better still from 
what is known of the wilds of Australia, where aborigines 
roam in search of a wretched and precarious subsistence. 
Moreover, the troublesome character of such people, as near 
neighbours, is abundantly proved by the terrible contests 
civilisation has had to wage against savagery in America and 
elsewhere, even in our own times. 

It is very probable that poetic licence has multiplied many 
fold the number of the noble ladies who came from the 
Pandyan court to settle in renowned Lanhd, and may have 
magnified the value of the gifts they brought; but, unless the 
story be altogether rejected, it establishes the fact that Ceylon 
was already a settled and civilised country when Wijayo and 
his party set foot in it. The substantial and well-attested 
facts of the narrative indicate a state of things wide as the 
poles from anything to be found amongst Red Indian or 
Hottentot tribes. What nomade tribe of which anything is 
known, ever, for example, collected gems, gold, or any other 
treasure than scalps, skulls, and such like trophies of their 
savage habits ? The gold of Australia and California, albeit 
glittering here and there upon the surface of the ground, lay 
neglected by the hunters, who wandered for ages about those 
regions in quest of game. Such races do not fulfil, and pro- 
bably do not know, the divine injunction to subdue the earth, 
but prey upon its natural productions, like the beasts of the 
field, urged by the same wants and appetites, and satisfying 
them by similar means. 

The hypothesis established by the foregoing facts harmo- 
nises the various circumstances of the narrative of Wijayo’s 
adventure and the subsequent history of his reign, and that 
of the dynasty he founded ; on any other theory these present 
insuperable inconsistencies and impossibilities, which would 
vitiate the whole annals of that important era. Hence the 
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opposite tlieory, that Ceylon was inhabited in Wijayo’s time 
by Yakhos, who were not Siighalese, but savages, Veddas in 
fact, living on fruit, honey, and the products of the chase, 
will not bear the test of logical inference, and must give 
place to one which is consistent in itself, and is besides 
strongly supported by recent philological research into the 
origin and history of the Siijhalese language. 

On this subject the Rev. Spence Hardy has stated the 
probability that ^‘the Siighalese language was spoken long 
before the arrival of Wijayo.” ‘^Either this prince,” he says, 
^4mposed his own language upon the people whom he 
conquered, or his descendants adopted the language pre- 
viously spoken in the Island,” the former being an untenable 
supposition, without parallel in history, and the second 
being therefore all but certain. 

Judged by the actions recorded of him, Wijayo could not 
have been so wild and reckless an adventurer as to have gone 
with his retinue to a country, either altogether unknown or 
known to be inhabited by savages, so unprovided, that his 
party had at the outset to accept the hospitality of the 
princess Kuweni. Considering the proximity of Ceylon to 
India, it is most improbable that its real condition could 
have been unknown there. Panduwo, in fact, spoke of it 
as renowned, and as he had no hesitation in sending his 
daughter and her noble associates thither, so soon after 
Wijayo’s accession, he must have had reason to be satisfied 
with the resources of the Island and the character of the 
people. Indeed, the pacific disposition of the Yakhos, if not 
already well known, must have become so very shortly after- 
wards, or their country would not have been so frequently 
invaded by comparatively small bands. It seems probable^ 
in fact, that Wijayo’s was one of these incursions, and perhaps 
not the first of those easy victories already alluded to. The 
facts suggest that the motive and preconceived intention of 
the expedition was to obtain the power over and to command 
the riches of the country, ends in which he succeeded so 
completely, and seeing that Gautama had foretold that such 
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"was tlie part he was destined to fulfil, the plea of religion 
may have served to give a favourable colour to his project in 
the eyes of his followers. It will be remembered that 
Gautama had previously paid several visits to Ceylon, and he 
may probably have been inspired with the idea that his 
doctrines might be propagated amongst the Yakhos without 
encountering the opposition with which it had to contend in 
India, where the Brahminical religion had become deeply 
rooted. His prophecy respecting Vijayo’s future rule over 
the Island may have been intended to stimulate this hero to 
fulfil a prediction which promised results so glorious to any 
ambitious adventurer, and was, at any rate, one well calcu- 
lated to ensure its own fulfilment. Whether these supposi- 
tions are true or not, they su]Dply a rational motive for the 
adventure, which relieves it of the foolhardy and reckless 
character it might, in the absence of such reason, assume. 
Albeit history affords many examples, even in modern times, 
of daring seizures of power by a few resolute leaders who, 
favoured by the momentary weakness of the ruling powers, 
and the supineness or pre-occupation of the people, have 
succeeded in effecting great revolutions. Such, for example, 
was the case in our own day, when Napoleon the Third 
succeeded by means of a handful of Changarniers in 
subverting the Eepublic of that day, and establishing himself 
•on the Imperial throne. 

Seeing then that Ceylon had in several distant parts, at the 
period in question (543 B.C.), its own Yakho sovereigns, 
capitals, and courts, characterised by a certain degree of 
luxury and refinement, it must necessarily have also had a 
large population, spread over a wide extent of the country, 
for it has already been postulated that there could be no 
potentates without a people. Equally certain is the inference 
that the natural resources of the Island must have been 
•effectively utilised by labour, seeing that a people cannot 
•exist without industry, and that cities, courts, and luxury 
'Could neither be originated nor maintained without an 
amount of surplusage divertible from the pursuit of the 
85—90 
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necessaries of life, to procure snch. adyentitions means of 
advancement and civilisation. The facts of the authentic 
history of the period thus plainly imiDly the existence of 
large national resources, an ample supply of labourers for 
their utilisation, and a considerable accumulation of national 
wealth. 

At this stage of the inquiry a brief glance at some of the- 
most obvious evidences Mstoi'y affords of the wealth of the 
period may serve to confirm and strengthen the foregoing 
conclusions, and to prepare the way for the further inferen- 
ces which are to follow, respecting the nature of the Island’s 
resources, the condition of the inhabitants, and the kind of 
industries by means of which the material progress of the 
country was advanced. Considering the numerical strength 
and the particular constituents of Wijayo’s party^ it will be 
evident that whatever was achieved during his reign, and for 
a century afterwards, must have been effected by means of 
the wealth and resources of the Island already existing when 
he arrived, for such a party could not have materially 
increased the production of wealth, though they mighty 
when in possession of supreme power, have directed wisely, 
and no doubt did actually control the application of the 
means and materials then existing to such objects as they 
deemed best. The evidences herein to be adduced will be 
drawn from the proceedings, not only of Wijayo’s reign, but 
from those also of the century following. 

1. The enormous expenses which must have* been 
incurred in connection with the mission to King Panduwo. 

The presents sent by Wijayo must have been of a very 
costly nature to have been worthy of such an occasion and 
its particular object, and to have adequately exhibited the 
state and power of the suitor. And that they actually were 
such is proved by the nature of the response elicited, and by 
the magnificence of the return gifts, the rich dowry conferred 
upon the bride, and the splendid retinue that accompanied 
her. The expenses of the mission itself, consisting, as it did, 
of numerous ofiacers of State, and attended as it must neces- 
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sarily have been, by a nnmerons and imposing cortege, must 
have involved a very heavy outlay. Even greater still must 
that have been which was prepared to receive and convey to 
Wijayo’s court the bride and hei* noble suite. Add to all 
these items that of the wedding festivities and the inaugura- 
tion of the Queen Consort, and the sum total will represent 
an amount which would have taxed severely the resources of 
any but a rich country. This costly occasion, moreover, 
occurred but a very few years after the conquest. 

2. The formation of a tank for irrigation at Anuradhapura 
by Wijayo’s immediate successor, Panduwasa, less than 
forty years after Wijayo’s landing. 

This tank was not a mere pokuna, or bath, but a wewa for 
agricultural purposes, and is the first recorded of those 
useful works which form so striking a feature of Sii^ha- 
lese history, and which afford, by their interesting ruins, 
irrefragable proof of the ancient wealth of the Island. These 
great structures, the mere repairing of which strains modern 
resources, both of skill and finance, must have required for 
their construction an immense force of labourers, and they 
prove incontestably therefore that the country must have 
possessed great wealth at the time each was executed. 
Whether the labour employed was locally supplied, or was, 
as some authors imagine, imported from the continent, is 
immaterial as a proof of the wealth of the builders, for it 
would cost more to import and to pay foreign labourers, 
than to avail of the local supply. Whencesoever the labourers 
came, and whether or not remunerated otherwise, they must, 
at the least, have been fed and maintained at the cost of those 
who employed them. 

The same may be said of capital, material, or other form of 
contribution from abroad ; therefore the supposition that 
Ceylon was indebted to foreign aid for the means of executing 
the stupendous public works and religious edifices implies 
that such aid, whatever its form, would have to be paid for, 
and would therefore require a greater degree of national 
wealth and resource than the more natural and probable 

d2 
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theory that the means were locally j)rovided. Ceylon could 
never at any time have obtained extraneous means for 
nothing, but must have paid for them, as she now does for the 
rails, locomotives, rice, and other commodities which are 
imported for public or private use. 

In the sequel, reasons will be adduced for believing that 
though the tank above-mentioned is the first work of the kind 
recorded in Si:gihalese history, it was not the first in fact, and 
that it did but represent the means by which the Yakhos 
(not Veddas) had long i:)racticed their national agriculture. 
It appears, indeed, to be highly improbable that a mere change 
of Government should so soon have revolutionised the practice 
of the country in a matter of this particular nature. Especially 
so considering that the conquerors did not bring with them 
the secret of artificial irrigation by means of these stupendous 
works. Even so late as the eighth century the Rajah of 
Kashmir sent to Ceylon for engineers to construct tanks in 
his realm. The first authentic record fixes the date of the 
earliest of such works in Izidia in the fourteenth century of 
our era, and on the other hand, the Government of this Island 
possessed within the early peiuod now in question its “ chief 
engineer,” and several of these vast works were completed, 
besides others designed and commenced, the completion of 
which occurred but a little later. It thus appears that to the 
Yakhos so-called belongs the credit of originating these 
wonderful structures, though they probably owed the 
opportunity and means of carrying them out on an extended 
scale to the settled rule and powerful administration of a 
strong Government. 

It may here be incidentally asked whether it is conceivable 
that a population of Yeddas could have designed such works, 
could even have been forced to abandon the chase, and to 
settle down to do the work themselves, or have supplied the 
means of doing it ? The people who designed and executed 
those great irrigation works could not have been Veddas, or 
men of the chase. They may have been demon worshippers, 
and doubtless were such, to some extent at least, and their 
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successors of this day still retain some remnants of that 
ancient superstition. N either demons nor savages, the ancient 
people called Yakhos •were evidently a civilised and intelligent 
race. Mr. Spence Hardy implies so much in the passage 
already quoted, in reference to their language, but he further 
says : “ Speaking of a time long anterior to Wijayo’s, I am 
far from thinking that the ancient race of the Island was so 
rude and ignorant as it is generally regarded.” Indeed, it 
appears from histoi’y that a few only of the Yakho chiefs 
were conquered by force of arms, and that the rest were won 
over by the diplomatic skill and tact of the conquerors, for 
it is stated that Panduwasa, Wijayo’s immediate successor, 
permitted certain of the Yakho chiefs, Kalawelo and Chitto, 
to exercise great authority. He even allowed them, on great 
public occasions, to sit upon a throne of equal height and 
dignity with that on which he himself was seated. 

We attach no importance to the name, Yakhos, by which 
the people were called. It is no new thing to speak in 
contemptuous terms of a conquered people or even of 
strangers. We ourselves are still designated by the Chinese 
as barbarians and foreign devils. 

3. Passing by the evidences of wealth which are exhibited 
in the construction of gilt palaces and other edifices of which 
ruins still remain to attest their magnificence, the fact of the 
condition which the city of Anuradhapui^a had attained with- 
in half a century after Panduwasa’s reign may be adduced 
in proof of the wealth of the country at that time. 

This city already figured as a centre, in and around which 
several vast tanks had been completed, numerous palaces and 
I'eligious edifices had been erected, and the city itself contain- 
ed an organisation of which some idea may be formed from 
the fact, that there was a staff of 500 scavengers, 200 night 
men, 150 corpse bearers, and 150 chandala attendants at the 
public cemetery, all maintained, of course, at the public 
expense. 

The marvellous nature of the works achieved by the 
Sinhalese, and the rapidity with which they were executed 
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under the Goyernments of Wijayo and Ms immediate 
successors, in the first century and a half after the conquest, 
may perhaps be better understood and appreciated by 
comparing them with what has been done in modern times, 
in countries enjoying the adyantages which science has 
conferred, and possessing an amount of wealth and resource 
which may be fairly known or estimated. Take, for instance 
and comparison, what has been done in the same country, 
Ceylon, under British rule during nearly a century of 
occupation, bearing in mind that the natural resources of 
the Island have been supplemented by several millions of 
capital, some thousands of Britain’s most energetic and 
intelligent sons to employ it, and nearly 300,000 Tamil coolies 
imported to aid in carrying out the work that has been 
accomplished. Ail these extra advantages, as well as the most 
modern appliances and experience, have been exercised 
under the favourable conditions of a powerful Government 
and uninterru]pted peace. The most sceptical mind could 
not fail to be convinced by such a com|)arison of the great 
resources of labour and wealth the ancient inhabitants of this 
Island must have possessed, and the energy they displayed 
five centuries before the Christian era. Leaving antiquarians, 
anthropologists, and others to pm?zle out the problem of the 
Yakho pedigree, and to make of it what they may, no 
sophistry can deprive the people of Ceylon in the time of 
Wijayo of the lustre of a degree of high intelligence and 
prolific industry of which their works bear witness, without 
involving in the wreck the superstructure supported, as 
Tumour states, by all the evidences that could contribute 
to verify the annals of any country.” 

Pursuing the application of the piunciples laid down in 
the preceding chapter, which regulate and determine the 
course and development of national industries in general, to 
the facts of ancient history, it will in the sequel appear 
what were the nature and condition of the chief of those 
industries which conferred upon this Island the wealth of 
which the facts just adduced afford indubitable proof. 
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A COLLECTION OF NOTES ON THE ATTACK AND 
DEFENCE OF COLOMBO, IN THE ISLAND 
OF CEYLON, 

•Given over to the Enclish on February 16, 1796. 


'Translated from the French of MONSIEUR DE LA Thombe 
(Voyage aiix Indes Orientales) by the late Colonel 
the Hon. A. B. Pyers, R.B., Surveyor- 
General of Ceylon. 

[The following translation of Recueil de Notes sui' VAUaque et JDd- 
. fense de Colombo^ which appeared in M, de la Thombe’s Toyage aux 
Indes Orientales,” was made for the Society by its President, the late 
Colonel A. B. Fyers, R. E., Surveyor-General. The translator died in 
ignorance that a previous version in English had been attempted by 
Mrs. 0. A. Lorenz (nee Nell), some years ago, and printed for private 
circulation. Tliis translation is now unprocurable. Colonel Fyers’ 
contribution, therefore, so far from being held de trop^ wiU be welcomed 
Rs a valuable addition to the historical papers issued by the Society. 

The Appendices have been added by the editor with the object of 
laying before readers ample material for f orming an unbiassed opinion 
regarding the surrender of Colombo to the British arms. — ^B., Eon. 
Sec.’] 


' TIE suiTender of the Island of Ceylon to the 

j. * Inglish, and notably the capture of the fortress 

; • 'f Colombo which is its bulwark, having given 

■ ■ rise to different versions, I am going to publish 

some information on the military operations which preceded 
the occupation, in order that an opinion may be formed as 
to how much reliance can be placed in the account given by 
Mr. Percival, an English officer, who, like a good English- 
man, is far from confessing that treason alone obtained for 
Ms country the invasion and possession of this fine Colony. 
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TMs infoi'ination was given to me at Batavia and in tlio 
Island of Java by several Dutch ofS.cers of rank employed 
there, who had formed part of the garrison of Colombo* 
at the time. 

Their own character and the agreement of their accounts- 
convinced me of the truth of the notes which they gave me. 

Attack, Defence, and Subkbnder of Colombo. 

July, August, September, 1795. 

After the capture of Trincomalee, the English marched' 
upon Batticaloa, of which they took jpossession without 
opposition, and then repaired to Jaffna (Jaffnapatnam), 
where the Dutch only left a few invalid officers and a company 
of Sepoys, having made the Europeans and artilleiy evacuate 
it for Colombo. 

All the Malays who were in the Wanni (le Vanille) and at 
Mannar (Manaar) were also recalled thither, and the defence of 
that fortress from that time alone occupied attention. For had 
it been retained it would have helped, with assistance from, 
the King of Kandy, towards the recapture of Trincomalee and 
the other posts of which the English were then masters. 

Haste was then made to set on foot in Colombo the defensive 
arrangements which the circumstances necessitated. 

Two companies were placed in the ravelin of the Delft 
Gate. 

M. Duperon, second engineer, who had charge of the 
execution of the exterior works, constructed outside the 
Galle barrier a fleclie, the fre of which covered the lake, the 
road, the Galle Face (la plains da Galle), and the sea. Pour 
eighteen-pounders were mounted on it, but it could have 
held eight. 

A battery for two eight-pounders was constructed outside 
the Delft Gate, which commanded the coast and the lower- 
town road. Two eighteen-pounders were mounted on the 
lonnette above the barrier which directed its fire on to the 
esplanade. 
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Another bonnette was made at the angle of the covered way 
leading from, the ravelin of the Delft Gate to the Powder 
Mill, in which two eighteen-pounders were placed so as to 
fire on the lake by the esplanade. A 'place d'^armes was 
constructed here, and the covered way was heightened. 
All these works as well as the others were pallisaded. 
The side facing the Governor’s house which commanded 
the roadstead was armed with small fieldpieces, one or two- 
pounders : a wide trench was made in front of it. 

A sod battery was constructed to defend the landing-stage 
at the wharf. Three or four pieces of small calibre were 
mounted on it. 

Lai'ge quantities of cheveaiix de frise^ fascines, gabions, 
pickets, and poles were made. 

The fire engines were put in order, the wells in the 
fort repaired, and private ones cleaned out. In addition to 
these a large supply of water was stored in the garden of the 
Governor’s House. 

The European and Malay companies each furnished seven 
men daily for these works. They were given as extra pay 
six sous, two rations of arrack, and a small loaf of bread.- 
They were under the surveillance and command of two of 
their own officers. 

A large number of cattle were collected. Store-houses 
were built for carvates^ cocoanuts, arrack, oil for lights, 
wood, &c. Private houses were hired to serve as stores 
and for the oflices of the Company, the premises being 
used, or the intention being to use them, for depositing 
merchandise. 

The order forbidding storekeepers from selling any pro- 
visions whatsoever was renewed. 

Private persons who wished to take refuge in the Fort were 
obliged to provide themselves with provisions for at least 
six months. Others conveyed their goods there to save 
them from the pillage which they had reason to fear at the 
time of the approach of the English. 

In accordance with the decision of a Council of the different 
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heads of corps, -who assembled at Governraent House to 
consult on the means for an exterior defence, a portion of 
the trees and shrubs on the Cocoanut Garden Island {Vile 
du Jardin de Gocotiers) was cut down. All that was 
on the Galle Face on the side of that island was pulled 
down, besides a part of the bazaar of the lower town on the 
seaside. A commencement was also made in demolishing 
the block of houses situated on the shore of the lake, as well 
at the front and rear of the cemetery situated at the entrance 
of the lower town. They were undecided whether they would 
.also raze the half of this lower town, as formerly re- 
commended by M. de Cipierre, an engineer from Pondicheri. 

The ramparts were furnished with guns, mortars, howit- 
zers, and all ammunition necessary for a vigorous defence. 

The powder magazine at the Galle Gate, and that 
situated at the Rotterdam Gate, were masked with three 
rows of cocoanut trees, on which were placed four feet of 
sand. Finally, the epaulments of the angles of the bastions 
were heightened by earth. 

Ail the sailors were organised into a company, and 
exercised at the guns on the ramparts. 

Three companies of Moormen {des Maures) were formed, 
who served as coiilis or labourers either to the Company 
or to private individuals. They were commanded by batta- 
lion officers. Similar companies were also formed of 
Sinhalese dependents of the Disave, and were commanded 
by sergeants or corporals. 

The writers of the Company, too, took up arms and formed 
another company amongst themselves. Two companies 
were formed of citizens commanded by the brothers 
Kulemberg, who agreed to maintain them during the 
expected duration of the siege. 

In September, 1795, there was grumbling on the part 
of two companies of the Meuron Regiment (jRdgiment de 
Mexiron) who were stationed at Galle. They were cudgelled 
into submission, the punishment which Major Moitie had 
dealt out to them. 
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All the merchandise and effects of the Company -which 
were at Tnticorin were transported to Colombo : some 
families also came to seek refuge there. It [Tuticorin] was 
entirely eyacuated, and the English took possession without 
firing a shot. 

While these events were proceeding, two merchant vessels 
arrived from Batavia, which were f oi-tunately laden with rice 
• and various other provisions. They brought also despatches 
for the Go’vernor which confirmed the alliance of Holland 
with France, and the news of the departure of the Stadt- 
holder and his family for England. These vessels were to 
have been reloaded at once and sent away to the Isle of 
France [Mauritius], but the difficulty of finding cordis or 
slaves, or other cause not possible to get at, delayed their 
departure. 

The Governor had assuredly many means of provisioning 
his Fort and posts and securing against the misfortune 
which befel merchandise worth immense sums, but he 
appeared not to care to profit by any of them. 

M. Cheniete, Yiceroy (lieutenant du roi) at Tranquebar^ 
came during the month of August and offered to supply all the 
provisions which might be required, in exchange for country 
produce. His offer was fruitless, either in consequence of 
the season being unseasonable, or because they did not come to 
terms about the price. He also offered to purchase the two 
merchant vessels which had just arrived, to place them under 
the Danish fiag, and to buy up for their cargo all the Com- 
pany’s goods, giving Bills of Exchange on the Royal Treasury 
of Denmark, taken up by the Governor of Tranquebar. 
These proposals were not accepted. 

Pierre Monneron subsequently arrived from the Isle of 
France with two vessels under the flag of Tippoo Saib. His 
cargo consisted of Madeira and Bourdeaux wines, which were 
nearly all purchased by the Governor. Monneron offered to 
transport to the Isle of France, to be warehoused there, all the 
goods, or even to purchase them, but being unable to agree 
. about the price, these offers were equally resultless. 
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All that was done was to sell publicly many goods of small 
value which were in store and likely to be spoilt. 

However, the first two vessels which arrived were loaded 
again, but no one knew their destination or nature of the 
cargo. There was also a question of loading FidUe, which 
belonged to the Governor Mr. van Angelbeck, but under the 
Danish flag. 

It was learnt indirectly that the King of Kandy, faithful to 
his ancient alliance with the Company, had offered to assist 
in the defence of the Island ; but it appears that his aid 
was mistrusted, and even rejected, because he favoured the 
English. 

Ail the spices which were at Kalpitiya, Ohilaw, Negombo, 
Kalutara, Galle, and Matara were transported to the stores in 
Colombo, which was considered the only place that should 
be defended. Much was left at Galle, for want of means 
of transport. 

During these preparations money changed in value r 
the rupee, which was ordinarily worth 5 escalins, rose to 10 ; 
the piastre from 10 escalins 3 sous to 20 ; the ducaton 
from 13 escalins 2 sous to 25 escalins ; the pagoda of 
Tuticorin or Porto Novo from 17 to 28 escalins ; the star- 
pagoda and others from 20 to 32 escalins. Florins and copper 
coins were very scarce. 

Two English frigates having commenced to cruise before 
Colombo, an officer and a detachment of artillery were 
directed to proceed every night to each of the seaside 
batteries, but enjoined not to fire under any pretext whatever, 
without an order from the Governor. This naturally looked 
suspicious to several officers, and remarks were made about it. 

The Governor being desirous to go to Galle, as was said, on 
some secret business, and unable to do so in consequence of 
indisposition on reaching Kalutara, had an interview with 
the Commandant of the former place, and with Colonel 
Sangle. 

On the return of the Governor, he had tried in his presence 
the eighteen and twenty-four pounders on the Leyden Bastion 
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and on False Bay Battery (de la fausse Bale), Their 
furthest range was nearly to the month of the river at Great 
Mutwal {grand MatuaaT) : they were afterwards pointed on 
the Fishmarket and on Gourtehoom, 

Mortar practice was made from the Utrecht Bastion in 
firing stones as far as the Galle Gate. In short, preparations 
were made for the most vigorous resistance. 

The English came from Jaffna by land very leisurely. 
The Governor was not ignorant either of the strength or 
the description of troops of which their army was composed. 
He had been forewarned of everything that had been 
planned at Madras regarding the Island of Ceylon, He 
received information from Tranqnebar and even from Madras 
itself. 

The English army was composed of Sepoys, some of whom 
were raised in haste at Madras from the coulis of the 
country. A report spread that it consisted of 10,000 men, 
and that the enemy had raised besides on the coast of 
Madura a corps of bandits who would scatter about the 
environs of Colombo and pillage. 

What troops were at Kalpitiya and Chilaw, were then 
recalled, but the officers at those two places had deserted 
beforehand, leaving their charge to the Company’s clerks 
{des BoeJcaiders). 

At this juncture Captain Lamotte, who commanded the 
Malay battalion, was sent out to meet the enemy with a few 
oompanies of his corps ; but he had orders to retire as the 
enemy advanced. He finally took up a position defending 
the passage of the Kaimelle river. Information having been 
received that armed Kandyans were marching in great force 
to unite with the enemy, and that they were even supplying 
them with provisions, he was ordered to retire upon 
Negombo, and from thence to return to Colombo. 

All the bridges on the route were destroyed, and all the 
roads cut to prevent the passage of the enemy’s artillery. 
Nevertheless the English established themselves at Negombo > 
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which, its head (J O’prolioffte) had abandoned, and their men- 
of-war and transports anchored there. 

jFour eighfc-pounders had been placed at the PasBebetal, but 
orders were subsequently received to withdraw them. 

The English Major Agnew, who had already once sum- 
moned the Governor of Colombo, van Angelbeck, to surrender 
the Fort, and to place himself under the protection of the 
English flag, came and made a second summons, and handed 
over to the Colonel of the Meuron regiment letters from his 
brother [with the offer] of a Brigadier’s commission, if he 
would join the English service. This he accepted, and it 
appeared to have been arranged beforehand, as he announced 
at the same time tKii the whole regiment would pass over 
to the same service with its Colonel, who claimed it. 

This treason happened most inopportunely, as the European 
garrison was inconsiderable. 

As this regiment was composed pax*tly of Frenchmen 
devoted to their country and to the Dutch, our allies, their 
services were counted upon. 

The English Major arrived in the frigate UHeroinej but 
had left her in the offing, and come on shore alone in 
a canoe. He landed at the inn, • where, for form sake, a 
sergeant was placed near him. He remained for several days 
and had his meals daily at Government House, from the 
balconies of which he could easily inspect the preparations 
which were made. 

A show was made of refusing the protection of the English 
flag, but the Meuron regiment was allowed to leave, and 
the Dutch Governor even countenanced [its departure] ; for as 
there were no vessels lit to transport them, he furnished them, 
with sloops belonging to the Company, at twenty rupees a 
head. Pierre Monneron also freighted one of these vessels 
for this service. 

Colonel de Meuron wished to take his field-pieces away 
with him, but this was not allowed, on the plea that they 
belonged to the Company. The Frenchmen belonging to 
this regiment, the contract term of many of whom had expired, 
asked to be permitted to remain, on the ground that they had 
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been engaged only to serve the Company ; bnt they were all 
compelled to depart under promise to the latter that their 
discharges wouldfbe granted to them as soon as they arrived 
at Madras. Nevertheless a large number of them deserted. 

Captain Zuelf, Aide-Major of this regiment, was ordered 
by the Governor to Galle to superintend the embarkation 
of the two companies which were stationed there. 

Finally, in accordance with a convention between Colonel 
de Meuron and the Governor, the sick who were not 
able to leave remained in the Dutch hospital, and were 
treated as though still in service. As soon as the Meuron 
regiment left, the Council resolved to evacuate Galle, and 
only to defend Colombo. All the artillery and stores were 
withdrawn, and Colonel Hugues, who was stationed there 
with a company of the Wurtemburg regiment, was ordered 
to return [to Colombo]. X He halted, however, at Kalutara 
for two days until the former regiment had all embarked. 

The Malays, the artillery, three officers, and the sailors of 
the privateer Le Mutin who were at Galle, had also orders to 
return to the town [Colombo]. 

It was at this time that the frigate U Heroine^ which was 
cruising before this fortress, anchored opposite Barberyn. 
Some armed sailors landed, spread alarm in the neighbour- 
hood, bought provisions, and cut down cocoanut and palm 
trees to get the fniit. The officer in command ordered the 
postmaster {2^osthoTider) — an 'invalid corporal from the 
garrison of Kalutura — to have in readiness for him the next 
day cattle and-^wood, for which he promised to pay. He 
then returned on board his vessel. 

The corporal promised everything, but he informed the 
Commandant of Halutara, and sent him three English 
sailors who hadi] remained on shore. They were passed on 
to the Governor of Colombo, and imprisoned with a deserter 
from Trincomalee who had come through Jaffna. 

There had already been posted at Bentota beyond Barberyn, 
a company of Malays commanded by Lieutenant Driberg, 
to defend the entrance of the river and the seacoast, and 
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one at Panadure (Pantre), this side of Kalntara, for a similar 
purpose, under the orders of Lieutenant Yogle. 

Although Bentota was nearer, an order was sent to this 
officer to proceed without delay to Barberyn, to oppose the 
landing of the enemy. He had with him a company of 
Sinhalese. Arriving at night he formed an ambuscade 
with the Malays behind a house of the Company situated near 
the landing iDlace, and at the back of a neighbouring store. 
The Sinhalese, as natives of the country, were kept under the 
cocoanut trees. 

The English did not fail to come next day according to their 
promise. They had four long boats and a lighter (un 
both) to take fhe cattle and wood demanded the day before 
from the postholder. They landed armed, and commanded by 
naval officers. Scarcely had they landed, when the Malays, 
impatient to be engaged, opened fire and advanced on them. 
The English, surprised at this reception, retreated precipi- 
tately into their boats and defended themselves ; whilst 
shoving ofi: a lieutenant of the frigate and several sailors 
were killed, and several wounded. The Malays threw 
themselves into the sea, and captured a boat with several 
guns and sabres. All were sent to Colombo, and the value of 
the booty divided amongst the captors. Three of the Malays 
(of whom one was a sergeant) were killed, and some of them 
as well as of the Siijhalese wounded. The latter also behaved 
very bravely. This little affair showed the enemy that the 
natives (les Indiens) in the service of the Dutch OomiDany 
were determined to defend themselves well. This was the 
only time [the enemy] attempted to disembark. 

The Governor, under his semblance of defence, appeared 
anxious to employ all the Europeans who were in the place, 
and offered the officers of the privateer Le Mutin and the crew 
service in the artillery during the seige ; but as they foresaw 
what would happen, they thanked him and incontinently 
demanded to be allowed to return to the Isle of Prance, in one 
of the smallest one- mast sloops which had been sent for from 
Galle. He acceded to their request, and took advantage of 
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their departure to forward despatches to General Malartic, 
Governor-General of the Isles of France, and Bonaparte (then 
Bourbon). The necessary provisions were supplied to them, 
as well as two old Sakehres and some old sailors. M. Pour- 
chasse, Captain of the prize, had the command. Some days 
after, profiting by a dark night and foggy weather, they set 
sail at 10 o’clock at night. They had the good fortune to 
escape the English cruisers, and it was known shortly after 
that they arrived safely at the Isle of France. 

About the same time an English merchantman anchored 
before Matara. An officer and five lascars landed to procure 
fresh water. Meanwhile the Disava sent three fishermen 
on board to reconnoitre the vessel. The Captain, finding his 
men did not return, fearing attack, and wishing to profit 
by a favourable breeze which suddenly sprung up, weighed 
anchor and set sail for his destination, Bengal, detaining the 
three fishermen on board. His cargo consisted of Persian 
horses. The English officer and the lascars were seized and 
sent to Colombo by the Disava as prisoners of war. The 
three sailors and the soldiers, who were prisoners, entered the 
[Dutch] service. 

The troops were reorganised. The company of the Colonel 
of the Wurtemberg [regiment] and that of Winkelmann was 
split into three. Colonel Yenagel was appointed Major. 
Two battalions of Malays were formed, the first commanded 
by Captain Lamotte, the second by Captain d’Obrick. A 
separate company of a portion of the Malays who were at the 
Arsenal was stationed at the dep6t of the Company’s slaves 
and of those condemned to chains. A battalion of Sepoys 
was raised under the command of Captain Pannemberg, Major 
of the fort of Galle. The Moors that had been enrolled also 
formed a battalion commanded by Captain Betzem. Five 
hundred Chaliyas (Salias) were armed to be employed under 
the orders of Captain Mittemann in the open, and in the 
woods. Major Cheder was promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel, and had orders to repair to Colombo. 
The command at Galle was, given to Captain Hulembeck of 
85-^90 E 
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the Grenadiers, who had only some invalids and marine 
artillery, a company of Moors newly raised, and one of 
Sinhalese, to man that fortress. There was still in the Disa- 
vany of Matara a company of Sepoys that had been sent 
against the insurgents, who were led by a [native called] 
Don Simon (Dorsimon). For some time he had been 
spreading sedition in the Province. This company was 
recalled. The Disava and those under him abandoned 
Matara and withdrew to Galle. 

The Prosalot company, composed of deserters from the 
Meuron [regiment], — the greater part Frenchmen, — having 
complained of its Captain, was offered by Colonel Driberg 
and the Governor to Captain Legrevisse, who accepted 
it. Captain Prosalot was compensated by being appointed 
Major and Aide-de-Camp of the Governor, who placed 
entire confidence in him. Lieutenant Hayer was promoted 
to the rank of Captain, and took the command of the 
former Legrevisse company. Lieutenant Vandestraaten 
commanded that of Major Driberg. Lieutenants Osel of 
the National Battalion and Wekel of the Wurtem- 
berg [regiment] were named Aides-de-Camp of the 
■Governor. 

Many other promotions were made, both of captains and 
lieutenants, amongst them one named Le Sieur Deville, a 
Frenchman, formerly a non-commissioned officer in the 
Meuron regiment. Men being wanted in all branches, they 
were obliged to make engineers of artillery officers. 

It was during this time that the English men-of-war and 
transports assembled at Negombo. Several frigates and 
coasting craft cruised continually before Colombo, and 
approached it very closely every morning to discover if 
•anything had left during the night. 

The frigate U Heroine passed and repassed within range 
of the guns of the Flag battery, and it would have been 
easy either to sink her or to have made her strike her 
colours ; but the Governor having commanded that there 
should be no firing without his order, — which order never 
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fcame, — the soldiers saw with mortification the enemy 
-continually setting them at defiance, without being able to 
retaliate. The Malays encamped on the seashore at the 
foot of the Flag battery, being too exposed were put into 
barracks in the storehouses of the Harbour Master outside 
the Water-gate (de la ])orte d^eaxh)^ and some small guns, 
three or four-pounders, were placed at the base of the Flag 
battery under the apprehension that an armed sloop might 
.approach on that side. They also lodged the Sepoys and 
Moors in some storehouses. 

A part of Colonel de Meuron’s house was rented to 
.accommodate the Council of Justice and also for an office. 
'The Town Hall serYed for the armed townsfolk and the 
clerks. The goods in the offices were placed at Goyernment 
disposal. 

By the advice and invitation of the Governor, several ladies 
betook themselves to Galle. 

At the Governor’s house there is a small platform, 
and under it a vaulted cellar ; the Governor had it 
covered with four rows of fascines and vsand, which 
rendered it bombproof, and there he deposited his plate 
;and furniture. 

A ship bearing the King of Achem’s flag (red) appeared 
before the roadstead with the intention of entering. One of 
the two brigs cruising about left its mate and gave 
chase, pouring in broadsides which rent all the sails. 
This vessel very fortunately escaped under the Water-Pass 
battery, mounted with guns of large calibre, which, for the 
'first time, were ordered to be fired. It was Supposed that the 
Governor only made up his mind to give this order because he 
hoped this vessel might bring despatches which he daily 
.expected from Batavia. The enemy’s brig went about, stood 
■•away, and the vessel arrived safely in port. It was the 
French corsair Le Jiqnter^ from Batavia, which had been 
previously captured by Commodore Mitchel, and subsequently 
retaken. The Captain who commanded her was a Dutch- 
man named Backer ; he had only a Malay crew, but offered 

E 2 
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to capture the two brigs before night and to bring them in 
for the Governor, if he would grant him sailors and soldiers 
to work his guns. But the offer was refused. 

The Military Council assembled every day, and was com-- 
posed of the Governor as President, of Colonels Driberg and 
Hugues, of Lieutenant-Colonel Scheder, Majors Vaugine,, 
Venagel, Prosalot, Hupner, and Foenander, Captain of the 
Engineers. 

Awnings were made for the batteries to protect the soldiers^ 
from the heat of the sun. Thither they had sent long and 
broad knives (a sort of kUhan) for the Malays in case of' 
attack. 

On the surface of the Galle Face they made trous de loup^ 
and abattis were placed across the roads which led from the- 
wood to Mutwal {grand MatuaaT), and towards Grandpass^. 
where those whe lived in the environs could pass in carriages. 
Cross roads were made in the woods and gardens to afford 
communication between different posts. 

In order to prevent the enemy from coming either by 
Maradana (le Maraudanne) or by the Cinnamon Garden 
{jardin d canneTle\ Major Hupner took upon himself to' 
have a canal made to unite the two lakes above the island,, 
but the Governor, who came to see it when it was half 
finished, considered it a useless and very expensive [work], 
and put a stop to it. 

When all the English transports had arrived at Negombo, 
the army advanced as far as Ja-ela, {Jail\ half way on the- 
road to Colombo. Information of this was sent to the 
Governor, This took place at the beginning of February, 
1796. 

On February 5, 1796, the company of Captain Legrevisse 
received orders to march to la place d' Amsterdam at 9 o’clock 
at night, as well as the company of Grenadiers and two of 
Malays. Cartridges and stone balls were distributed to them, 
and they repaired to the main guard of the Delft gate. Major 
Yaugine assumed the command, and added to them a 
company of Sepoys. At 11 o’clock at night this small body 
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of troops came out of the Fort, and arrived at half past 
one in the morning at Passe-Betaal^ a post which the 
■enemy sought to occupy. Major Yaugine marched so as to 
approach G-randpass, and then dehouched to the left in order 
to reach the wood and a narrow path : he had several 
: streams and abattis to pass, but he was not disturbed 
• during that night. 

The following day, February 6, 1796, the Major began 
stationing posts all along the river, and sentries on the two 
banks. 

The minister Goe:ffiening, who lived not far off, came to visit 
the post, and offered his services, observing that from the 
Leper Hospital {la maison des Lepreux) on the other side of 
the river, it would be easy to surprise it. Thereupon a 
dozen men under Lieutenant Portmannwere posted there, as 
much to guard this point as to observe what might occur 
on the Mutwal side. The environs of the latter consist of 
cocoanut gardens watched by natives. 

A quarter of a league further up [the river] to Grandpass 
was [stationed] Tavel’s company. 

At the ferry there was a small house occupied by an 
invalid corporal, whose duty was to examine those crossing 
the river. He had with him five Sinhalese fishermen to 
work the ferry boats, but they all took flight on the arrival 
of the detachment. The officers stationed themselves in 
the verandah of the Postholder’s house, and the soldiers 
under the trees facing the ferry. At three in the after- 
noon of the same day Major Yaugine received orders to 
return to the Fort with one company of Grenadiers and one 
of Malays. He forwarded Captain Legrevisse a copy of his 
instructions, according to which he was to maintain himself 
in that position, and warned him that Captain Mittemann 
would replace him in the command of his company. He 
thereupon went to Mutwal, where he had learnt that the 
enemy wished to effect a landing. 

On February 7 Captain Legrevisse received orders to send 
;another detachment of Malays to the Port to assist at a 
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funeral ; and they sent Mm the same day one officer, a 
sergeant, a corporal, and an artilleryman, with six four- 
pounders mounted on naval gun-carriages. They were 
placed on the right and left of the troops facing the ferry. 
Platforms were made of cocoanut branches and sand, and 
a hut of cocoanut boughs to serve as a depot for the provisions.. 
M. Legrevisse then sent out a patrol as far as Grandpass.. 
The sergeant in command reported that the English were on- 
the other side of the river. 

Indeed, during the night of the 7th and 8th, several men. 
were really seen, who with torches appeared to be searching 
for the road leading to the mouth of the river. 

At daybreak the drums announcing the march of the 
enemy were heard. During the morning Sepoys were seen 
coming from the mouth of the river : one party marched in 
column. The spies gave warning that the enemy were 
coming from Negombo with artillery. 

Captain Legrevisse at the same time received instructions- 
from the Governor not to pass the river, and to remain in the 
position that he occupied. In the afternoon four English 
officers were seen examining this post with glasses, and the 
following night moving up the river six shots were fired 
across the garden under the belief that troops were most 
probably encamped there. 

Captain Winkelmann of the Wurtemberg regiment with- 
drew to Grandi^ass with a strong detachment. He established, 
a post on a large rock situated near the mouth of the river. 

In the event of a retreat Captain Legrevisse was to go up- 
the river by the gardens as far as M. Tavel’s country 
residence, from there to join Winkelmann’s detachment, or 
to return to Colombo by the wood, if he could not hold 
Mutwal, whither he received in the evening orders to retire,- 

On February 10 he placed his company at the entrance of 
the wood leading to Colombo. The Sepoys were near, and 
the company of mounted Malays in a garden on the road 
leading to Passe-Bitaal. 

The hamlet of Mutwal was abandoned. At five in the- 



No. 37. — 1888.] CAPTURE of Colombo. 


381 


evening the enemy crossed the river at Passe-Betaak The 
Sub-Lientenant Deville, after firing on the enemy, overturned 
his field-pieces into the water : the gunners retired to Grand- 
pass, and he and the rest rejoined Captain Legrevisse. 

The order came afterwards to withdraw to Courtebooiit, 
Captain Legrevisse made his way there by a narrow path in 
the wood, the road being obstructed by abattis. He took 
up his position on the road, and M. Mittemann and his detach- 
ment at the entrance to the wood leading to Mutwal. 

Captain Winkleniann had orders to retire from Gi^andpass, 
where the enemy had turned his position. Lieutenants 
Bockmann and Yogle received orders to go to Garvate- 
Brmqxie^ and in the event of their hearing cannonade on 
the Mutwal side, to enter the Fort after communicating 
the above order to M. Mittemann. 

On the 11th the soldiei’s were without iDrovisions, and 
occupied some empty huts. Captain Legrevisse took over 
command from M. Mittemann, who, through M. Prosalot, had 
received the Governor’s order to return to him. 

At midday an English corvette came vei*y near land to 
examine and sound the bay. The Fort allowed it to approach 
without firing a single shot. M. Legrevisse thereupon with- 
di’ew his troops to the cover of the wood in order to save 
them from the broadside which the vessel was ready to fire 
had opportunity offered. After beating about for some hours 
she put out to sea again. 

Captain Mittemann in the afternoon returned with the 
order to retire to Malabar sti-eet Qa rm des Malahares). 
His detachment stationed itself there in a garden surrounded 
by walls and near Goiirtehoom. M. Legrevisse placed his in 
such a position as to guard the sti’eet down to the sea, as 
well as the avenues leading to Grandpass. A soldier of his 
company, who was reproached with having quitted his post, 
desired to be punished, or to be cleared by blowing out his 
own brains. 

An English frigate having approached the Dutch vessels 
in harbour, MM. Honline, Pabst, and Kuyper, artillery 
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■officers, fired on her, and were immediately put into the 
mainguard for having done so without the Governor’s 
order. 

A quartermaster, coming from Passe-Betaal by Grandpass, 
assured Captain Legrevisse that the English had all 
Grossed the river, and were in the garden of President 
Goefiening, and were going to push on that very evening to 
Mutwal. 

At three on the morning of the 12th, M. Raymond, late 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Luxemburg regiment, came of 
his own accord from Colombo with two companies of 
Malays to join M. Legrevisse. The latter profited by this 
reinforcement to make a sortie. When he reached the entrance 
to the wood he took a by-path, but scarcely had he advanced 
a few steps, when he heard ver daw (“ who goes there ”) I 
And although he replied ami (‘‘friend”), he received a 
volley on advancing, which killed two men of his company 
and several Malays : there were besides several wounded, 
amongst them M. Raymond himself, Avho had the bone of 
his right thigh broken. He replied smartly, and the fire 
ceased. He immediately sent out to reconnoitre, but without 
success. 

Meanwhile, a part of his company and the Malays went to 
Mutwal along the seashore : soon afterwards he heard them 
engaged with the enemy, who were there in force. He imme- 
diately proceeded there with the rest of his troops ; but the 
enemy had already taken post there, and fired grape shot 
from their field-pieces into the wood. Captain Mittemann 
having refused to support him, and not being able other- 
wise to turn the English position by the right of the road, 
as they occupied the communications to Grandpass with 
superior forces, — this brave oflicer was forced to retire on 
Gourtehoom^ where Captain Mittemann was already. The 
position of the latter was bad ; the sea being in his rear 
and the wood on his left flank. He directed M. Legrevisse 
to withdraw, being himself ordered to remain alone in that 
position. 
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After M* LegreTisse had effected his retreat through the 
wood, he perceived on his right a detachment of Malays 
and of the Wurtemherg regiment coming from Carvate- 
Breuque^ which proceeding on the road to Colombo, took 
up a position on the right. At the same moment the 
enemy debouched on the road and vigorously attacked the 
troops of these two captains, who were driven back and 
obliged to retire to Kayman’s gate {la porte des Caymans)^ 
having been deserted by the Sepoys. It was very fortunate 
for them that the enemy was contented to take up its position 
at Gourtehoom, 

This was the only encounter of any importance that took 
place before the surrender of Colombo. 

At Kayman’s gate M, L%revisse found three companies 
■of the National Battalion : the Grenadiers, the company 
of Captains Thirback and Hoyer, as well as a detach- 
ment of artillery placed under his orders, to support 
him if the enemy approached. He stationed these troops 
at all the avenues, and the artillery and his own detach- 
ment on the seashore in an old Portuguese battery, partially 
demolished. Shortly afterwards Lieutenant-Colonel Scheder 
came to take command of the troops. In spite of all, the 
enemy assembled in force at Courteboom under their very 
eyes. 

Captain Legrevisse received orders at midday to retire 
with his detachment into the Port, and the remainder of the 
troops received a like order successively. Kayman’s gate 
was then closed, and a Malay guard placed there. 

On the 13th all the gates of the Fort were shut, and the 
bridges raised. L%revisse’s company was directed to guard 
the ravelin of the Delft gate. 

M. Sluysken, Director of Surat, who had come to Colombo for 
his health, wrote to Colonel Stuart, Commander of the English 
army, for permission to leave the Fort with his family. The 
permission was granted, and he withdrew to a country house 
on the Grandpass road. At the same time similar permis- 
sion was offered to the ladies and private individuals who 
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might desire to avail themselves of it, and a safeguard waa 
promised them : but no one accepted it. 

The enemy then came and took up its position in Malabar 
street facing the old Portuguese battery, also at Wolfendahl 
{Volsendanne) at the Disavany {Dessavonie\ and beyond the 
lake. 

Captain L%revisse was entrusted with the defence of the 
barrier of the ravelin of the Delft gate as far as the powder- 
mill at the Rotterdam gate. Gunners under the command 
of an officer were stationed at the barrier, as well as at the 
ravelin, at the bonnet of the covered way of the powder-mill,, 
and at the powder-mill itself. 

Firebombs were thrown during the night from all the 
batteries and from inside the Fort to enable them to ascertain 
what was going on on the esplanade, in the lower town, and 
in the harbour. A strong detachment of Sepoys, com- 
manded by an European sergeant, patrolled the lower town. 
He had orders to go as far as Kayman’s gate, and went out by 
a flying bridge communicating between the ravelin and the 
covered way of the i:)owder-milI. The English on their side 
communicated throughout the night with their ships at 
Gourtehoom : they had lighted fires for this purpose all along 
the coast. 

On February 14, at 1 P.M., Major Agnew, an officer of 
the enemy’s army, came with a flag of truce to Kayman’s 
gate. They apprised the Governor of it, who sent his Aide-de- 
Camp, Major Prosalot, in a carriage. He returned with the 
English officer, preceded by an under-officer carrying a flag of 
truce and by a drummer. A council was held in the after- 
noon, and the English officer with the flag of truce returned 
in the evening. Thereupon the report spread that there was 
a suspension of hostilities for some days. Indeed the gates 
remained open, and whoever wished went out as far as 
Kayman’s gate ; part, too, of the Moors, of the artillery, and of 
those who had been formed into battalions under pz^etext of 
going to see their families took advantage of it to desert. 

On February 16, at 6 o’clock in the morning, all the 
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troops thinking, and with reason, that they were betrayed, 
were ripe for revolt. Several guns went off in the Rotterdam 
quarter, where two Wurtemberg companies were stationed. 
Firing then commenced at several other points of the Fort, 
and notably from the barracks of the Water-gate, where 
the Malays and Sinhalese were stationed. It was entirely 
directed towards the house of Governor van Angeibeck. 
At the same time Captain Legrevisse, who had received orders 
to re23air with his company to the mainguard, received a 
counter order, to the effect that the Fortress was given over to 
the English. This was done at 10 o’clock in the morning. 

Thus was Colombo, the principal fortress of the Island of 
Ceylon, surrendered to the English. All the troops were so* 
indignant with the Governor, that if the English Colonel had 
not sent him a detachment as bodyguard, he would certainly 
have fallen a victim to the fire which destroyed his house 
and menaced the inteiuor of the Fort. 

Subsequently the Governor himself was so horrified at 
his own treason, that he blew out his brains. 

The terms of the caiDitulation were, that the garrison 
should march out with honours of war, arms and baggage, with 
drums beating, matches lighted, and colours flying ; that it 
should keep its artillery, which would follow it, and that the- 
officers should be allowed to carry their side-arms. 

Accordingly the whole garrison assembled at la place 
and leaving the Fort by the Delft gate, laid down 
their arms on the esplanade. All the gates of the Fort 
remained open, and the officers were at liberty to re-enter 
it. The Anglo-European soldiers were quartered in the 
barracks, the Sepoys in the streets, and the officers in tents- 
and in the verandahs of houses. 

The next day, the 17th, Colonel Diuberg conducted all the 
officers of the Dutch garrison to Colonel Stuart, who was 
lodging at the Governor’s house. He informed them that 
they would leave for Madras on the 20th, and that two vessels 
would be ready for this imrpose, one for the National troops^ 
and the other for the Wurtemberg regiment. 



386 


JOUBHAL, B.A.S. (GEYLOB). 


[VOL. X- 


Lieutenant-Colonel Eaymond, who had died of his wounds 
the previous day, was buried with all military honours. 

M. Hupner and another artillery officer were appointed 
•commissaries to receive the surrendered arms. 

The Kandyans, to the number of 3,000 to 4,000, appeared on 
the morning of the 16th at Grandpass on the right bank of the 
river. They sent to offer their services to the English ; but 
Colonel Stuart replied that he had no need of them, and 
forbade their crossing the river. 

On the 17th the Ambassador of the King of Kandy came 
to offer congratulations to Colonel Stuart. The troops 
received them under arms, and the artillery saluted as they 
entered and retired ; but notwithstanding these honours, they 
complained that they were not paid the same respect 
they received from the Dutch. Colonel Stuart received 
them at Government House without any special ceremony, 
and informed them that they must put up with it, being 
the English custom. They retired but little satisfied, and 
principally because they had received no presents. 

On February 21 the Dutch troops embarked and set sail 
on the night of the 21st or 22nd. Some days after, the 
Malays were sent to Tuticorin, and from there by land to 
Madras. The sailors were taken to Bombay. 

The National troops embarked on board the Epaminondas^ 
a Dutch vessel : forty-seven officers, infantry, artillery, 
and surgeons ; four hundred and fourteen non-commis- 
sioned officers and men — in all 461. 

The Wurtemberg regiment embarked on board the Anna, 
a private vessel : thirteen officers, among whom was Major 
Venagel : non-commissioned officers and men. 

These two ships were escorted by the frigate Bombay 
of Bombay. 

The ship Anna sprung a leak ; the pumps were hardly 
able to save hex*. They let her drive before the wind, and she 
arrived on March 12, the Epaminondas only arriving on the 
23rd. 
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List of the Ordnance on the Exterior and Interior Worhsi 
of the Fort of Colombo. 

Outside the Fort. 

Beyond the barrier which commands the 
Lower Town ... ... 2 brass 4-pounders 

Within and under the new Gruard-house ... 2 18-poundera 

The ravelin between Delft and Hoorn ... 10 iron 6-pounders 
Opposite the Lake road from the Powder 
Magazine ... ... 3 18-pounders 

Over the demi-hme of the Powder Magazine 13 8 and 6-pounders 
Do, at the barrier of G-alle gate ... 4 18 and 12 do. 

Do. battery before the said gate... 4 12 and 8 do. 

Between Enkhuysen and Briel, Malay camp 4 brass 2-pounders 
Before the Water-gate ... ... 4 do. do. 

Opposite the Landing Stage ... 4 do, do. 

On the Baettenbourg Bastion ... 18 brass 24-pounders 

At the Water-gate ... ... 16 iron and brass 18 and 

12-pounders 

84 

Within the Fort 

'Leyden ... 27 iron and brass 6, 18^ 

and 24-ponnders and 
1 howitzer 

Delft ... 23 iron 8 and 24-pounders 

On the Bastions ** Hoorn ... 28 do. 3, '8, 12, 18, and 24- 

' pounders and 5 mortars. 

Rotterdam ... 26iron 6,8, and 1 8-pounders 

Middelbourg ... 18 do. 18 pounders, 3mor- 

L tars, and 1 howitzer 

False Bay of Middelbourg ... 33 iron 3, 6, 12, and 

24-pounders and G pieces, 
in reserve 

Klipplenbourg Battery ... 10 iron 8 and 12-pounders 

Enkhuysen Bastion ... ... 7 do. 6, 8, and 2 do. 

Briel do. ... ... 10 iron and brass 2 and 

24-pounders 

Hangenhock ... ... 6 iron 3 and 6-pounders 

Zeebourg Bastion ... ... 9 do. 6 and 12 do. 

Amsterdam do. ... ... 10 iron and brass B-pound- 

ers 

Curtain in front of G-overnment House ... 9 of iron of 1 and 2 lb. 

216 

Outside the Fort ... ... 84 


Total... 300 
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The Coehoorn mortars, for firing grenades, were placed on Ley- 
den, Hoorn, Delft, Middelbourg, Briel, Baettenbonrg, and on the 
-curtain before G-overnment House. 

Sixteen more pieces of various calibre were stored at the arsenal. 

The magazines were very well stocked with powder, though much of 
it was found to be damaged. 

There were in the arsenal small arms for a garrison of three times 
the strength. 


List of the Garrison of Colombo, in the Island of Ceylon, 
at the time of its surrender to the English on 
February 16, 1796. 

General Staff. 

Yan Angelbeck, governor ; Driberg, colonel in command ; Scheder, 
lieutenant-colonel ; Yaugine, major ; Prosalot, major and adjutant- 
general ; Driberg, captain major of the fortress ; Gaper, lieutenant- 
adjutant of battalion; Hopei, lieutenant and adjutant to the Governor ; 
Dej6 and Scheder, sub-lieutenants and Fort adjutants ; Wolkers, 
surgeon-major of battalion. 

Natioyial Troops. 

Grenadier Company. 

Captain Frantz, two lieutenants, one sub-lieutenant, one assistant 
surgeon, and 90 non-commissioned officers and men. 

Fusiliers. 

lat Company. — Captain Legrevisse, 2 lieutenants, 2 sub-lieutenants, 
1 assistant surgeon, and 93 non-commissioned officers and men. 

2nd Company. — Captain Thirback, 1 lieutenant, 2 sub -lieutenants 
1 assistant surgeon, and 115 non-commissioned officers and men. 

3rd Company. — Captain Hoyer, 2 lieutenants, 2 sub-lieutenants, 

1 assistant surgeon, and 92 non-commissioned officers and men. 

4th Company. — Captain Yandestraaten, 2 lieutenants, 2 sub-lieute- 
nants, 1 assistant surgeon, and 98 non-commissioned officers and men. 

Also attached to the Grenadier Company, a drum-major, a sergeant, a 
bandmaster, corporal, and nine bandsmen. 


Wurtemberg Regiment. 

Yan Hugues, colonel ; Yenagel, major ; Hoffimann, lieutenant-adju- 
tant ; Franck, surgeon-major ; Stalinger and Bleshe, ensigns of the 
colours ; a drum-major, corporal ; bandmaster, sergeant, and eleven 
bandsmen. 
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r Colonel : Captain-lieutenant Reitzenstein, 1 lieutenant, 2 suL- 
I lieutenants, 97 non-commissioned officers and men. 

§ . Major : Captain-lieutenant Halovax, 1 lieutenant, 2 sub-lieute- 
^ ' nanfes, 78 non-commissioned officers and men. 

^ Fusiliers : Captain Winkelmann, 1 lieutenant, 2 sub-lieutenants, 
[78 non-commissioned officers and men. 


Malays : 1st Battalion, commanded by Captain Lamotte, 

An assistant surgeon. 

1st Company. — Driberg, lieutenant commanding, 1 drill sergeant, 
Raping, major and captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 99 non- 
commissioned officers and men. 

2nd Company. — Boegman, lieutenant commanding, 1 drill sergeant, 
Nolloyaija, captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 84 non-commis- 
:sioned officers and men. 

3rd Company. — Sobmitb, sub-lieutenant commanding, 1 drill ser- 
geant, Singationa, captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 86 non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers. 

4th Company. — ^Mollee, lieutenant commanding, 1 drill sergeant, 
Singajouda, 1 lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 86 non-commissioned 
officers and men. 

5th Company. — ogel, lieutenant commanding ; 1 drill sergeant, 
Toedacvilyaija, 1 lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 63 non-commissioned 
'Officers and men. 


Malays : 2nd Battalion, commanded by Oap^tain Dobrig. 

1st Company.-— Willemherg, suh-lieutenant commanding, 1 drill 
sergeant, Singasaric, captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 suh-lieutenant, 87 non- 
commissioned officers and men. 

2nd Company. — ^PeUegrin, sub-lieutenant commanding, 1 drill ser- 
geant, Boukiis, 1 lieutenant, 1 suh-lieutenant, 81 non-commissioned 
officers and men. 

3rd Company. — ^D(51ille, suh-lieutenant commanding, 1 drill sergeant, 
Lay, 1 lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 97 non-commissioned officers and 
men. 

4th Company. — Craimont, suh-lieutenant commanding, 1 drill ser- 
geant, Singagouna, 1 lieutenant, 1 suh-lieutenant, 67 non-commissioned 
officers and men. 

5th Company. — Stroop, suh-lieutenant commanding, 1 drill sergeant, 
Wirakousouna, 1 lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 55 non-commissioned 
officers and men. 

6th Company.— Heyde, sub-lieutenant commanding, 1 drill sergeant, 
Bingalaxana, 1 lieutenant,' 1 sub-lieutenant, 91 non-commissioned 
officers and men. 
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Sepoy Battalion, commanded by Captain Pannenberg. 

1st Company. — Frick, sub-lientenant commanding, 1 drill corporal,. 
1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 61 non-commissioned officers - 
and men. 

2nd Company. — Otto, sub-lieutenant commanding, 1 captain, I 
lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 48 non-commissioned officers and men. 

3rd Company.— Grolstein, sub-lieutenant commanding, 1 drill ser- 
geant, 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 82 non-commissioned' 
officers and men. 

4tb Company. — Olivier, sub-lientenant commanding, 1 captain, 1 
lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 83 non-commissioned officers and men. 

5tb Company.— Axen, sub-lieutenant commanding, 1 drill sergeant, 

1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 76 non-commissioned officers 
and men. 

6tb Company. — ^Vanderverff, sub-lieutenant commanding, 1 captain, 

I lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 91 non-commissioned officers and men. 

7tb Company. — Tandelbock, sub-lieutenant commanding, 1 drill 
sergeant, 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 80 non-commissioned 
officers and men. 


Battalion of Moors, commanded by Captain Beem. 

1st Company. — Brab6, lieutenant commanding, 1 drill sergeant,. 
1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 3 sub-lieutenants, 94 sub-officers and men. 

2nd Company.— Kneyser, lieutenant commanding, 1 drill sergeant,. 
1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 81 sub-officers and men. 

3rd Company. — Yan Essen, lieutenant commanding, 1 drill sergeant,, 
1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 sub-lieutenant, 72 sub-officers and men. 


Artillery. 

Hupner, major commanding ; Proberg, captain, assistant major ; 
Tresseler, sub-lieutenant, adjutant ; Stekler, sub-lieutenant, adjutant ; 
Aleps, lieutenant of the arsenal ; an assistant surgeon. 

1st Company. — Scbreuder, captain, 2 lieutenants, 3 sub-lieutenants, 
44 non-commissioned officers and soldiers, 30 sailors, 5 workmen,. 
28 Moors. 

2nd Company.— Erhard, captain, 2 lieutenants, 3 sub-lieutenants, 44 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers, 30 sailors, 6 workmen, 34 
Moors. 

3rd company. — Ducrok, captain, 1 lieutenant, 5 sub-lieutenants, 41 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers, 29 sailors, 6 workmen, 38* 
Moors. 

4th Company.— Lagarde, captain, 2 lieutenants, 4 sub-lieutenants^ 
42 non-commissioned officers and soldiers, 29 sailors, 4 workmen, 32^ 
Moors. 
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Engineers. 

Foenander, captain commanding ; Duperon, captain-Hentenant ;• 
Luzon, captain-lieutenant ; Walberg, sub-lieutenant; TJlembeck, Cheva- 
lier, Hernian, and Welsinger, cadets ; Keller, sergeant in charge of the- 
works. 


Invalids. 

Heicom, lieutenant in command, and 43 officers and soldiers. 

ScoutSx 

Van Mittemann, captain commanding, and 500 Chalias. 

Commissanat 

Van Stronre, captain, and Jonson, dubash. 

Armoury. 

Nette and Demerd, captains. 

Surgeons-Majors of the fortress^ Buhordinate to the Surgeon- General : — 
Pool, Switz, and Heyden. 

In addition three companies of Sip.halese, each 100 strong, retainers 
of the I)is4va, and an European corporal for each company. 

There were besides one company composed of the clerks and two of 
citizens. 


Memoranda relative to the Military Stations, the Organi- 
sation and the Pay of the Troops of India in the, 
service of the Dutch East India Company. 

All the invalids of the infantry or artillery were placed at the 
Disavoni to guard the warehouses outside the Fort, at the several minor 
posts in charge of the Dis^va in the department of Colombo, of the 
captain of the coast in the district of G-alle, and the Bisdva of the 
Disavoni of M4tara. This branch of work was no concern either of 
the colonel commanding at Colombo or the major commanding at 
Calle. 

• Trincomalee had but one military station, where the whole adminis- 
tration fell to the major in command. When there were detachments, 
either of native or European troops, they were subject to the control 
of the chiefs of the district. 

The Malay troops were all on the same footing, and companies 
of a hundred men their full strength. 

They were composed of a major of their nation, captain of the first 
company, of an European officer in command, and a drill sergeant or 
corporal, one captain, one lieutenant, one native sub-lieutenant, six 
sergeants, six corporals, two drummers, a fifer, and 80 fusiliers. 

85—90 F 
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The Malay major received fifty rix-dollars (at 48 sous) a montli ; 
the captain twenty five rix-doilars ; the lieutenant eighteen rix-dollars 
and nineteen sous ; the sub-lieutenant, fifteen rix-dollars ; the ser- 
geant, seven rix-dollars ; the corporal, five rix-dollars and seven sous ; 
the soldiers, four rix-dollars and seven sous. 

They were allowed a flag, but had to pay for it. Comnaanders of 
companies were responsible for the repair of the arms, and received on 
this account fifteen rix-dollars a month, as did those of the European 
troops. Those of battalions had charge of the clothing, and received 
the opium given to the companies, and distributed it to the Malay 
captains, and they to their men. 

Each European officer commanding a company of native troops 
received, besides his pay, ten rix-dollars a month. 

The invalids got only two rix-dollars and thirty nine sous, with forty 
pounds of rice, like the rest of the troops. 

Captains of battalions received eighteen florins a month, and after 
five years one hundred florins. The captain-lieutenants, sixty florins ; 
the lieutenants, fifty florins ; the sub-lieutenants, forty florins ; and 
■sergeants, twenty florins— -the florin being worth fifteen Butch sous. 


APPENDIX A. 

[Correspondence extracted from the Dutch Records, Colombo.] 


To the Honourable J. G-. van Angei^beck, Governor, <S:c,, 
at Colombo. 

SiK,— I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that I have received orders 
from the Directors of the Honourable East India Company to carry 
into execution, in concert with the Officers Commanding the Naval and 
Land Eorces in India, such measures as may appear necessary to 
prevent the ill effects apprehended, on account of the late successes of 
the Erench in Holland, from extending to this country ; and for this 
purpose the Prince Stadtholder, who has been obliged to take refuge 
in Great Britain, has transmitted a letter for you, through His 
Majesty’s Secretary of State, which will be delivered to you herewith. 
As it contains the orders of His Serene Highness for putting the 
Dutch Settlements on the Island of Ceylon under the protection of 
His Majesty, I am persuaded there will be no difficulty on your part 
in paying immediate obedience to them, in order that such Colonies or 
Settlements maybe protected against the enemy, and held possession 
of upon the condition of their being restored to the Republic, at the 
conclusion of a General Peace, by which its independence and its 
Constitution, as guaranteed in 1787, shall be maintained and secured. 
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I have the satisfaction to acquaint you that the Of&cers Commanding 
the Naval and Land Forces have His Majesty’s orders to cultivate the 
friendship and goodwill of the inhabitants, who may thus be placed 
under His royal protection, and to convince them of His Majesty’s 
disposition to grant them all such indulgences and immunities as can, 

■ consistently with the general interests of the Empire, be extended to 
them ; and that it is His Majesty’s intention that their laws and 
customs should not be infringed, nor fresh taxes or duties imposed, 
relying, however, that proper provision will be made for defraying the 
expense of the internal Government of the Settlement. I am also to 
inform you that it is His Majesty’s gracious intention that the internal 
trade of the inhabitants shall be entirely free, and that permission 
will be granted to them to trade to and from the English Company’s 
possessions, in the East Indies, with the same advantages as the 
subjects of the most favoured nation ; and that whilst the Settlements 
under your Government shall continue in His Majesty’s possession, the 
inhabitants will be treated in the most favourable manner, and will be 
admitted to a full and free use of all the commercial advantages 
of which the situation and circumstances of the settlement will admit ; 
and with a view to give every proof of His Majesty’s desire to render 
fche situation of the inhabitants as satisfactory as possible, he has 
• directed that the officers of your Government should be left in the fuU 
and free possession of their employments, until His Majesty’s pleasure 
■shall be known. 

With respect to the European corps serving under your Government, 
His Majesty has been graciously pleased to authorise that it should be 
proposed to them to be taken into the pay of Great Britain, and 
■engaged for his service, on the terms on which they are now 
employed. 

Having made this communication, it is my duty to apprise you that 
if, contrary to His Majesty’s expectations, resistance should be made 
to deliver up the several Colonies and Settlements upon the Island of 
Ceylon, the^Officers Commanding the Naval and Land Forces have the 
express command of the King to take possession of them by force, in 
His Majesty’s name, a measure which, being the result of your 
disregard to the orders of the Prince Stadtholder, will render you, and 
those who may be concerned with you, responsible for the con- 
sequences. 

I have further to acquaint you that a considerable body of troops 
win sail from hence in the course of a few days to rendezvous at 
Trincomalee, and that any communication you may have to make upon 
the important subject of this despatch you will address to the 
Commanding Officers of the Naval and Land Forces assembled at that 
place, who have full authority to adopt such measures, in conformity 
to the orders above-mentioned, as the exigency of the case may 
require. 

¥ 2 
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The friendship which has so long subsisted between G-reat Britain 
and the States General, and which has certainly so much contributed 
to the welfare of both, has placed me under a peculiar embarrassment, 
from feeling the necessity of calling upon you for a decided and final 
answer to this despatch within a limited period ; but the critical 
situation of public a:Eairs will not admit of delay. It is therefore 
indispensably necessary that you should at once determine whether 
you will accept the protection offered by the King, as the ally and 
friend of the States General under the Constitution guaranteed to 
them in 1787, or whether you will prefer a system fraught with every 
distress and ruin to the liberty and property of those who are so 
unfortunate as to exist under it. 

Bor this purpose, Major Agnew has directions to convey your 
answer to the Commanding Ofidcers of the Naval and Land Forces, as 
no further communication can be had with me upon this point ; or 
in the event of your wishing to despatch any person from your own 
Government, Captain Gardner has Commodore Kainier’s orders to give 
him every suitable accommodation in His Majesty’s ship L" Heroine 
to land him at Trincomalee ; but it must be explicitly understood that 
the smallest delay under existing circumstances will be considered as 
a refusal of the offered protection. 

Major Agnew, who will have the honour of delivering these 
despatches, is an officer upon whose integrity and discretion you 
may place the firmest reliance, and is highly deserving of being treated 
with the most unreserved confidence. 

I have, &c., 

Fort St. George, Hobaet. 

July 7, 1795. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas an armed force, acting under the pretended authority of 
the persons now exercising the powers of Government in France, has 
entered into the territories of His Britannic Majesty’s ancient allies, 
their High Mightinesses the States General of the United Provinces, 
and has forcibly taken possession of the seat of Government, whereby 
the Stadtholder has been obliged to leave his own country and take 
refuge in Great Britain — ^We doby this Proclamation, issued in virtue 
of His Majesty’s command, invite and require all Commanders and 
Governors of Settlements, Plantations, Colonies, and Factories in the 
East Indies, belonging to the said States as they respect the Sacred 
Obligations of Honour and Allegiance and Fidelity to their lawful 
Sovereigns (of their adherence to which they have at all times given 
the most distinguished proofs), to deliver up the said Settlements, 
Plantations, Colonies, and Factories into His Majesty’s possession, in 
order that the same may be preserved by His Majesty until a general 
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pacification shall have composed the dii^erences now subsisting in 
Europe, and until it shall please Grod to re-establish the ancient 
Oonstitution and Grovernment of the United Provinces ; and, in the 
meantime, we hereby promise upon the assurance of His Majesty^s 
royal word that so long as the said Settlements, Plantations, Colonies, 
and Factories shall continue to be possessed by His Majesty, to 
'be held and treated upon the same terms, with respect to all advantages, 
privileges, and immunities to be enjoyed by the respective inhabitants, 
upon which the Settlements, Plantations, Colonies, and Factories in 
the East Indies are held and treated, which are now subject to His 
Majesty’s Crown, or are otherwise possessed by the Company of 
Merchants trading from England to the East Indies under His Majesty’s 
Royal Charters. 

Griven under our hands at Fort St. George this seventh day of J uly, 
1795. 

Peter Rainier. 

J OHN BrATHWAITE. 


Mon Cher Frere,— En consequence de la dissolution du Gouverne- 
ment avec lequel j’avois fait la capitulation pour le service de mon 
regiment en 1781, j’ai pris la resolution de le retirer de I’armee 
HoUandoire dans I’entention de transferer le corp ixx service de sa 
Majeste Britannique qui a donne sa protection au Prince Stadtholder 
Hereditaire, et qui a garante la conservation de la Constitution des 
Etats G^neraux etahlie 1787. 

Je vous en donne avis affin de vous deriger en consequence je 
connois trop vos principes et votre attachement pour me permettre de 
douter un instant que vous ne remplissies tous les devoirs que ce 
• nouvel ordre de ohoses vous imposent. 

En attendant la donn^e satisfaction de vous enbrasser ne douttes 
jaimais des tendres sentiments fraternel de votre devoue frere et^chef 
propri(^taire- 

Le Chl. Charles de Mbhbon. 


Goudelour, 
ce 30 F^vrier, 1795. 


To the Officers Commanding the English Naval and Land 
Forces in the Bay of Trincomalee. 

Sirs, — ^I received through Major Agnew a letter from Lord Hobart, 
the contents of which you are acquainted with, and I am desired to 
send you my answer by Major Agnew. In consequence I have the 
honour to declare as well for myself as for the Members of the Coun- 
cil, which form the Government of this Island, that all of us and 
each in particular adhere faithfully to the old and lawful Government 
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system of tlie Republic of the Seven Provinces, with the States 
General and the Hereditary Stadtholder at the head, as guaranteed in 
the year 1787 ; and that we still acknowledge the English as our close 
and intimate allies. 

Our principal forts are, thank God, well provided with everything 
that is necessary for a vigorous defence ; and therefore we are not so 
much in want of the supply which has been offered. But nevertheless 
it will be agreeable to us, if the Government of Madras will now return 
the friendship which we showed it last year, with an equal quantity 
of eight hundred Europeans, of which three hundred ought 
to be placed in the fort of Ostenburg, three hundred near Colombo 
in the forts of Xegombo and Xalutara, and two hundred near Galle in 
the fort of Mdtara. But thereby we ought to inform you, that we are 
destitute of money, and therefore unable to pay those troops, and 
thus we beg that your Government will charge itself with the pay- 
ment, to be indemnified hereafter by our superiors. 

With this supply we trust that we will be sufficiently able to repel 
the enemies wMch may attack us, and frustrate their designs, and this 
our confidence is grounded on the strength of the forts, the quantity 
of the garrisons, the stock of all that is required for a vigorous defence, 
and the firm resolution with which all our officers and troops are 
animated to hazard their lives and property for the defence of the 
establishments which have been committed to our care. 

The recommendation of his Serene Highness our Hereditary Stadt- 
holder and Chief Governor-General to give every possible help in our 
harbours to his Britannic Majesty’s ships, shall be obeyed according to 
our power. But respecting the proposition of Lord Hobart to put 
our settlements under the protection of his Britannic Majesty, I am 
obliged to answer that we are in duty and by oath bound to keep 
them for our superiors, and not to resign the least part of them. I 
trust that this declaration will be approved of by you, as the letter of 
his Serene Highness the Prince of Orange on which his Lordship 
grounds his proposition does not make the least mention thereof, as 
you will see by the copy which joins this. 

This is also not required to attain the purpose, as we are, thank God, 
able to defend the establishments which have been committed to our 
care, especially if the English Government pleases to supply us with 
the aforesaid troops, and that his Majesty’s ships please to co-operate 
for the defence of our coasts and harbours. 

As I do not doubt but that this my just declaration will he accepted,, 
the Major and Commandant Fornhauer is ordered by me to take in 
three hundred Europeans, and to station them in the fort of Ostenburg,. 
and to deliberate with you about the measures which ought to be 
pursued for that garrison, and to deliver to the Commandant of the 
fort, cannon, stores, and other goods according to an exact inventory, 
for which purpose, according to Lord Hobart’s proposition, the junior 
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merchant Fraercken is sent from hence to assist jointly with the 
administrator Martensz, as Deputy at the inventorisation. 

Sms, 

Your obedient servant, 

Colombo, July 27, 1795. J. G. van Anoelbeck. 


Note pour Messieurs les Capitaines Eenaud et Hoftoann. 

1. Ces Messieurs presenteront mon respect ^ M. le Commodore. 

2. Ds lui diront, que je jois prSt, d'observer les devoirs d^un 
Commandant d’une puissance alliee. 

3. Mais que j’ai des nouvelles, des preparatifs de guerre, que la 
Oompagnie Anglaise faisoit a la c6te, et notamment a Negapatnam. 
Que les chefs de la Oompagnie Anglaise, disent publiquement, que 
ces preparatifs joient contre Tile de Ceilon. 

4. Que cette nouvelle peut-6tre facilement d^truit par M. le 
Commodore, en donnant sa parole d’honneur par 4crit que actuelle- 
ment, M. le Commodore, n’ait pas d’ordre, qui Tauteorisent de non 
faire la guerre et que’en cas que M. le Commodore’ ne juge pas 
apropos de me tranquiliser sur ce point, je le prie de me permettre que 
je refuse I’entree dans la Bumenbaay a chaque batiment de guerre 
Anglaise, jusque ce que j’aurois des ordres definitifs du Gouvernement 
General de Tlsle et que jusque 1^, je ne pourrois entrer en aucune 
negociation, sur le sujet contenue dans la lettre, qui m’a 6t6 remise par 
M. le Major Ague ween. 

J. G. Fornbauek. 

A. K. Kokdbbkt. 

Trinkonomale, ce 1 Aofit, 1795. J. M. Jartholomrusz. 


Commodore Eainier presents his compliments to Major Fornbauer, 
and will transmit his answer to the Note delivered by Captains Eenaud 
and Hoiffimann, as soon as the papers he judges necessary for his in- 
formation can be copied. Major Agnew and Captain Borough will 
have the honour to deliver Commodore Eainier’s answer to Major 
Fornbauer, and will be authorised to give such further explanation as 
may appear necessary. 

On Board H.M.S. Suj^olk. 

August 2, 1795. 

In reply to the note of Major Fornbauer communicated by Captains 
Eenaud and Hoffmann, Commodore Eainier and Colonel Stuart have 
to observe, that the object for which the troops under their command 
have been ordered to Trincomalee was particularly explained to the 
Government-General of Ceylon, in a letter from the Government of 
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Madras and other communications, transmitted to Colombo, by Major 
Agne-w, -who has brought to them the reply of Mr. van Angelbeck, 
and delivered to Major Fornbauer the orders issued by him in con- 
sequence of these communications. The Officers Commanding His 
Majesty’s Sea and Land Forces conceived that no further explanation 
of their object was necessary ; but as Major Fornbauer requires it, 
they assure him that they are come as the ancient friends and firm 
allies of the Eepublic of the United Provinces, to protect with the 
troops of His Britannic Majesty the possessions of his allies, and to 
prevent their falling into the hands of their common enemy, under the 
express condition that as soon as the Constitution of the Republic of 
the United Provinces is re-established as guaranteed in the year 1787, 
the places occupied by His Majesty’s troops shall be restored. 

It is necessary that the Major Fornbauer should be fully acquainted 
with the instructions under which Commodore Rainier and Colonel 
Stuart act ; which are, in the event of refusal to admit the troops for 
the purposes of protection as above stated, to use the force under their 
command to compel obedience ; and should Major Fornbauer render 
it necessary for them to resort to force, he will be himself responsible 
for the consequences which may ensue from a line of conduct so 
opposite to the orders of His Serene Highness the Prince Stadtholder, 
and those of the G-overnment of Colombo, that it can only be attri- 
buted to his determination to take part with the common enemy of 
His Britannic Majesty and the Dutch Republic. 

Given under our hands on Board His Majesty’s Ship Suffolk, in 
Back Bay, Trincomalee, this second day of August, 1796. 

Petek Rainier. 

J. Stuart. 


Instruction pour Messieurs Renaud et Bellon. 

1. Ces Messieurs presenteront mon respect k M. le Commodore 
Rainier et M. le Colonel Stuart, et les remeroierons de ce que il sont 
bien voula par leur declaration, anuller les avis, que le soussign^ avoie 
regu, comme si la Compagnie Anglaise, avoit dessein d’envanir I’lsle de 
Ceilon. Qu’en consequence les vaisseaux de sa Majesty et autres batti- 
ments Anglais, pourront entrer dans la baye et qu’en General les 
troupes de deux nations vivront en bonne arniti^. 

2. Le soussigne a ordre de recevoir dans le fort Oostenburg trois cent 
t^tes militaires, de sa Majesty Britannique. Mais que malheureuse- 
ment dans la lettre, qui porte cette ordre, il’y a omission de forme, en 
ce que la lettre n’est signed que de Monsieur le Gouverneur de I’lsle 
tout sien : que selon la Constitution de la Compagnie toutes les 
lettres, portant meme des petits objets d’administration, doivent dtre 
signdes, constamment du moins par la plurality des members. 
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3. Que cette omission de forme constitutionelle, rend la lettre de 
pas pins de poid, qn’une lettre particnli^re. Et qne Monsieur le 
G-onverneur, qni est d’un age tres avanc^, monrant, la Begence pour- 
roit accuser de haute trahison, le soussign4 et lui trancher la tSte pur 
un echafeud, sans que le soussignd auroit une seule pi^ce, pour le 
justifier de Fadmission, des trois cent hommes, des troupes, de sa 
Majesty Britannique. 

4. Le soussign^ supplie par cette raison, Monsieur le Commodore 
Bainier et Monsieur le Colonel Stuart d’avoir %ard ^ cette difidcult^ et 
d’accorder un delai eu soussign^, pour Tadmission des trois cent t6tes 
dans Oostenhourg. Jusque ce que Monsieur le Gouverneur van Angel- 
beck aura leve, par une lettre, ou ordre sign^e de lui et de la plurality des 
Membres du Conseil, cette difficulte, en quel cas le soussignd admettra 
aussitCt les teois cent hommes, rintervalle pouvant dtre employ^, de 
prendre les arrangements necessaire pour tout ce qui a dgard, a cet objet. 

5. Pour engager M. le Commodore Bainier et M, le Colonel 
Stuart, d’accorder ce delai, le soussign6 declare, qu’iL a ordre du 
Gouverneur et Conseil de Plsle de Ceilon, en cas d’attaque par le 
Gouvernement aotuelle de Prance, d’en donner avis au Gouverne- 
ment de Madras et d’autres chefs de sa Majesty Britannique, et de 
demander le secours qui sera jug^ necessaire, pour ^mpecher Tememi 
de faire la conqu^tte des forts, sous son commandement. Et le 
soussign^ engage par la presente sa parole d’honneur, qu’il observera 
fid element I’ordre ci-dessus. 

J. G. Fornbaxjek. 

Trinkonomale, ce 2 Aofit, 1795. 


COMMODOEE Bainier and Colonel Stuart have received the Note 
which the Captains Benaud and BeUon were charged to deliver to 
them from a Major Pornbauer. They have by every means in their 
power endeavoured to avoid any occasion of disagreement between 
His Majesty’s ofdcers and those of the Bepublic of the United 
Provinces, on an object of service equally important to the interests of 
both ; for this reason Major Agnew was despatched to Colombo to 
learn the sentiments of the Government of Ceylon, and the British 
squadron avoided entering the Bay of Trincomalee, till his return 
gave the Of&cers Commanding the assurance of the continuance of the 
friendship which has hitherto subsisted between these States. 

Having acted with such delicacy towards the ofidcers of the Govern- 
ment of Ceylon, they did not expect that any omission of form would 
have operated to prevent the immediate conclusion of an arrangement 
proposed by Governor van Angelbeck,in answer to the demands made 
by the British Government. That arrangement was by no means 
equal to the demands conveyed in the British Proclamation ; but 
Commodore Bainier and Colonel Stuart, from a wish to avoid hostility 
if possible, took upon themselves to accept it. 
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Major Fornbaner’s last notification obliges the Commanders of the 
British Forces at Trincomalee to revert to their original instructions. 
Major Fornbaner has received copy of their Proclamation, and he is. 
hereby required in conformity to the demands it contains to deliver 
the forts under his command into the possession of the British 
troops, to be protected by them against the attacks of the French ; or 
his refusal will be considered as a declaration of hostility. 

Griven under our hands on Board His Majesty’s Ship Suffolk, in 
Back Bay, Trincomalee, this second day of August, 1795. 

Petek Eainiek. 

J. Stuart. 

Instruction pour Messieurs les Capitaines Kenaud and Bellon. 

1. En presentant a Monsieur le Commodore et ^ M le Colonel 
Stuart mon respect, Messieurs les Capitaines Renaud et Bellon, pro- 
testeront f ormellement contre le contenu de la note f ulminante, remis 
au soussignA Bs chargeront Messieurs le Commodore Rainier et le 
Colonel Stuart de toute la consequence, qui pent s’ensuivre et assure- 
ront ces Messieurs que la garnison et son Commandant tachera de 
meriter I’^stime de la nation Anglaise, pour se consoler du mepris dont 
la derniere note vient fletria son Commandant. 

Trinkonomale, ce 2 Aout, 1795. J. Gr. Fornbauer. 


To the Officers Commanding the British Naval and Military 
Forces at Trincomalee. 

Sirs, — ^Havino received the news that you have thought fit to invade 
the Company’s territory with armed troops, and to summon the forts of 
Trincomalee and Ostenburg, we have annulled our resolution to accept 
of eight hundred men as auxiliaries and to place three hundred of them 
in Ostenburg, and have therefore resolved to defend with the forces 
we have the forts and establishments which have been confided to us 
against every one that wishes to make themselves masters thereof. We 
inform you thereof, and have the honour to be, &c. 

J. VAN Angelbeck. 

C. VAN Angelbeck. 

D, 0. VON Drieberg. 

J. Reintous. 

B. L. VAN -Zitter. 

A. Samlant. 

J. A. Yollenhove. 

D. D. VAN Ranzow. 

A. J. ISSENDORP. 

T. Gr. HOELANI). 


Colombo, August 1.3, 1795- 
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Capitulation of Trincomalee. 

Le Commandant du Fort d’Oostenburg x’end le dit fort h sa Majesty 
Britanniqne sous les conditions suivantes : — 


Autiole 1. 

La garrison du Fort d’Oosten- 
burg se rend prisonniers de 
guerre ; les ofEciers garderont 
leurs epees. 

Article 2. 

Le Capitaine Weerman et le 
Lieutenant Lellman Ingenieur, 
demandent la permission de rester 
ici pour arranger leurs affaires at 
celles des offlciers. 

Article 3. 

Les proprietes des officiers et 
soldats sera assure. 

Article 4. 

Les soldats seront prisonniers 
de gueire, et delivr^s pour 6tre 
transports ; ils ne seront pas forces 
pour prendre service, et ceux qui 
ne voudront pas s’ engager, seront 
transports en Europe au terns con- 
Tenable. 

Article 5. 

Les Malays seront bien traites, 
et ne seront pas forces de prendre 
service ni comme militaires, ni 
comme matelots. 

Article 6. 

Le magazinier, son assistant et 
le secretaire demandent la per- 
mission de rester ici pour arranger 
leurs affaires. 

Article 7. 

Tons les articles de la capitula- 
tion de Trinkonomale, quoique 
pas contenus dans celle ci, seront 
etendues aussi sur la garrison 
d’Oostenburg autant convenable. 


Granted. 


These officers will he permitted 
to remain a reasonahle time for the- 
arrangement of their affairs* 


Granted* 


Granted* 


Granted* 


These gentlemen will he allowed 
a reasonahle time for the arrange’ 
ment of their affairs^ hut are to he 
considered as prisoners of war* 

Granted. 
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Article 8. 

A quatre heiires cet apres midi, 
la garrison marcher^ dehors 
tambours battant et mettra has les 
armes. 


Article 9. 

Tousles munitions, les magazins, 
papiers, et proprietes publiques 
seront delivres an Oommissaire 
nomm6 de la part de sa Majesty 
Britannique. 

Fort d’Oostenburg, 

ce 31 Aoht, 1795. 


The garnson will march out at 
4 o^gIogIg this afternoon in the man- 
ner required hy this Article, But 
a detachment of the British army 
must he put in possession of the 
Water Pass Gate at 2 dcloch in 
the afternoon^ and proper persons 
will be appointed by Captain Hoff- 
mann to point out the Magazine^ c&c., 
that guards may be posted for their 
security. 


Peter Rainier. 
J. Stuart. 


To the Honourable J. Gr. van Angelbeck, G-ovemor, &c., and to the 
Gentlemen of Council at Colombo. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs. — Our President had the honour of 
addressing a letter to Mr. van Angelbeck on July 7, in which his 
Lordship communicated the intentions of the King of Great Britain 
with respect to the Dutch Settlements in India, and invited your 
Government to the acceptance of propositions which were calculated 
to secure those settlements during the war from falling into the hands 
of the enemy, by taking them under the protection of Great Britain, 
with the condition of their being restored to the Republic of Holland, 
at the conclusion of a General Peace, by which its independence and 
its constitution, as guaranteed in the year 1787, shall be maintained 
and secured. We had the less doubt upon our minds with respect to 
the satisfaction it would have afforded you to embrace the plan that 
had been concerted between His Majesty and the Prince of Orange, 
because we knew that you were bound by the most sacred obligation 
to uphold that constitution, and because the principles on which the 
plan was formed had nothing in view that could be construed into an 
.act of derogation on your part. 

We feel the most sincere concern that the harmony and good under- 
standing which had so long subsisted between the two Governments 
should have suffered an interruption by your not having conceived 
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yourselves called upon by tlie Stadtbolder’s letter to acquiesce altogether 
in the propositions our President had made to you ; and that even the 
limited manner in which your Government had thought proper to 
comply was frustrated by the Officer Commanding in Trincomalee 
from a deficiency in point of form, with regard to the signature of the 
order, not deeming himself warranted to obey it. 

In conformity to the orders from Europe, in the event of your 
declining the protection of Great Britain, the reduction of the Ports 
of Ostenburg and Trincomalee, with the adjoining districts, and that 
of other settlements belonging to the Dutch on the Island of Ceylon, 
which we have reason to expect either are by this time actually in our 
possession, or on the eve of being subdued by the British troops, has 
been the immediate consequence of the commencement of hostilities. 

Being led by many circumstances to believe that we have a common 
interest with you in the result of the present war, we seriously lament 
the alternative to which we have been driven, and under this impression 
are anxious to make every effort in our power to bring our differences 
to an amicable and speedy termination, that we may at least enjoy 
the satisfactory reflection of having followed the impulse of humanity, 
and the dictates of those sentiments of regard we feel towards your 
nation, by strenuously endeavouring to avert those evils which must 
inevitably attend a continuation of hostility. 

We are the more induced to make an attempt towards the restoration 
of tranquility at this time from the conviction that your means of 
resistance are extremely inadequate, and we are persuaded that you 
cannot but concur with us in that opinion, when you are informed 
that by a capitulation signed at ISTefifchatel on March 30 last, on the 
part of the British Government and the Count de Meuron, proprietor 
of the regiment of that name, it has been stipulated that the whole 
corps should be immediately withdrawn from your service, with a 
view to its afterwards being transferred to that of Great Britain, and 
that for the purpose of executing the terms of the said capitulation 
the Count de Meuron had arrived at Tellicherry on the 6th instant. 
We have received accounts from His Majesty’s Secretary of State, 
communicating the terms of this agreement, and have letters from 
Mr. Cleghorn, the gentleman who negotiated them, and who accompanied 
the Count de Meuron from Europe to this country. 

Your letter of the 15th ultimo would warrant our availing ourselves 
of the advantages we must derive from so considerable a diminution 
of your force, and might be an inducement to us to complete the 
reduction of all the Dutch Settlements on the Island of Ceylon by 
conquest, a measure to which we might reasonably look without 
imposing upon ourselves a very arduous undertaking. We are, however, 
too well disposed to peace with the representatives of the Stadtholder’s 
Government to forego any opening which may lead to so desirable au 
object, and therefore renew our former proposition, as far as it regards 
those Settlements which remain in the possession of your Government. 
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It may afc the same time be expedient that you should explicitly under- 
stand that our proposition goes to putting the Dutch Settlements in 
question completely under His Britannic Majesty’s protection and 
control, the troops to be stationed for that purpose to be either 
British or selected from amongst those now in your service, according 
to the disposition we may think it most advisable to make, under the 
impression of existing circumstances. 

Our President’s letter of the 7th July contains the stipulations we 
feel ourselves at liberty to enter into concerning the settlements 
remaining under your Government, as well as our determination with 
respect to the line of conduct that will be pursued, in the event of 
your persevering in your resolution of the 16th August. 

Any further explanation you may require will be given by Major 
Agnew, who possesses our full confidence, and who is authorised by us 
to settle the mode of carrying the proposed arrangement into 
execution. 

We have, &c., 

Hobakt. 

Fort St. George, G. Saunders. 

September 22, 1795. E. H. Fallofield. 

Headquarter of the British Army near 
JaJffnapatnam, September 28, 1795. 

To the Governor or Commandant of the Fort of Jaffnapatnam, 
and its Dependencies. 

Sir, — The important Forts of Trincomalee, Ostenburg, and Bat- 
ticaloa having surrendered to the Army of his Britannic Majesty, the 
undersigned, Oommanding-in-Ohief the troops of His Majesty on the 
Island of Ceylon, demands of yon to surrender the Fort of JafEna- 
patnam and its dependencies under your command to the King, my 
Master. The officers and troops of the garrison, if it is their wish, 
will he immediately received into the pay of Great Britain with the 
rank they now hold. Their private property as weU as that of all 
the inhabitants will be secured to them, and every reasonable indul- 
gence which yon can require on their behalf will he granted. It must 
be evident to you that your resistance cannot long preserve the Fort 
under your command, when you are apprised of the possessions which 
the English have already acquired on this Island for their preservation 
against our common enemy and of the British power in India. If 
therefore your refusal to surrender on the very favourable condition 
I have now the honour to offer, obliges me to erect batteries against 
the place (the guns for that purpose and the remainder of the army 
being on their march from Point Pedro to join), no terms will 
hereafter be granted, and if you are permitted to surrender it must be 
at discretion. 
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Captain Borough, Lieuteaant Hayter, and John Macdo wall, Esquire, 
will have the honour to deliver this letter to you, and are empowered 
hy me to arrange the terms of surrender. 

I have the honour to be, with every consideration of respect and 
esteem, &c. 

J. Stuart, 

Commanding-in~Chief the Troops of His Britannic 
Majesty on this Island of Ceylon. 


To the Bight Honourable Lord Hobart, Governor, and Council at 
Fort St. George. 

My Lord and Sirs, — have had the honour to receive from 
Major Agnew your letter of September 22 last, and reply to it aa 
follows : — 

Our answer to Lord Hobart’s letter of July 7, which agreeably to 
his Lordship’s desire was despatched to the Commanding Officers of 
the British Naval and Land Forces before Trincomalee, contained all 
that his Serene Highness the Hereditary Stadtholder demanded from us, 
and the strongest reasons why we could not agree to the remaining 
demands of his Lordship which went much further. 

Our Governor alone signed that letter because Major Agnew insisted 
so much on having his despatch immediately on account of the danger 
to which the frigate was exposed in the bad monsoon, and as part of 
the Members of Council lived without the fort, hours would have been 
spent in getting it signed by them. Our Governor signed it without 
hesitation, as the draft had been approved by every one of us, and 
as the Governors of Ceylon have always in matters of the greatest 
importance given orders to the subordinate officers by letters signed 
alone by them. 

Major Fornbauer should then without hesitation have complied with 
its contents, and we have therefore left the consequences of his refusal 
to his account. 

We nevertheless expected with much reason that the Commanding 
Officers would have contented themselves with the aforesaid Major’s 
of^er, to ask additional orders, and then to comply, in •which case this 
unfortunate misunderstanding could have been adjusted within a few 
days. 

But as they commenced public hostilities by invading our territory 
and summoning both our Forts, we were obliged by our letter of 
August 15 to repeal our peaceable offer. 

We will suppose for an instant that the misdemeanour of Major 
Fornbauer had given the Commanding Officers a right to commence 
hostilities. But with what reason can the conquest of Batticaloa, 
Jaffnapatnam, and Tuticorin be justified ? The chiefs of those places 



406 


JOURIfAL, E.A.S. (CEYLOlSr). X. 

having made liberal offers for the admittance of your troops, what 
right or argument can you allege, My Lord and Sirs, except your 
superior force, to summon us to deliver our establishments in the 
manner you have done by your letter of September 22 last ? 

Eespecting the capitulation which the Count de Meuron has entered 
into with your Grovernment for the Swiss Eegiment, we declare he had 
no power to do it, because he had consigned Ms regiment permanently 
to us, as long as the Company might want it, as appears by the 25th 
Article of the Capitulation, of which a copy is annexed. He says in his 
letter to his brother the Colonel Commandant, that the G-overnment 
with whom he capitulated is dissolved, and that therefore he had 
resolved to withdraw;.,, Ms regiment from the Dutch Army. But the 
Government is not y6t dissolved, as will appear at the conclusion of a 
General Peace in the Netherlands. In the meantime we are here the 
representatives of the same, and as such you acknowledge us by your 
letter of September 22 1 t. 

But although we are deprived of that part of the regiment wMoh is 
here, and wMch consists of five hundred men ; we are, however, not 
destitute of resources to defend what has been confided to us, and it 
we are at last crushed by a superior force, we will find sufficient con- 
solation in the reflection that we have done all that could be expected 
from loyal officers, who prefer their honour and their duty to every 
other consideration. * 

We have the honour to be, &c., 

J. G. VAN Angelbeck, 

C. VAN Angelbeck. 

D. C. VON Driebeeg. 

J. Eeintobs. 

B. L. VAN ZiTTER. 

A. Samlant. 

J. A. Yollenhove. 

D. D. vanEanzow. 

A. ISSENDORP. 

Colombo, October 13, 1876. T. G. Hoeland. 


To the Officer Commanding the British Troops at Tuticorin. 

Sir,— 'Having made an arrangement with Major Agnew that five 
companies of the Swiss Eegiment in garrison here should he conveyed 
from hence to Tuticorin with the sloops La Fidele^ the Jonge Yillem 
Amoldj and the Gmtaaf^ under flags of truce, for wMch purpose 
Major Agnew granted three passports, one of wMch goes now with 
La FideU. 

M. Pierre Monneron arrived since here with Ms vessel, the 
with a passport and flag of Tipu Sultan, and Colonel de Meuron not . 
knowing any means to convey to Madras the remaining two compa- 
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nies of his E,egiment •which are garrisoned at Point de Galle, he made 
with my knowledge and consent an arrangement with M. Monneron 
to convey part of the five companies to Tuticorin, in which case the 
remainder can be transported with La Fidele^ and the other two sloops 
go to Point de Galle to carry over the two companies. 

Agreably to this arrangement La Fidele goes now with two hundred 
and fifty men, and the other two sloops have already been despatched to 
Point de Galle with their passports in order to embark there the two 
companies. I have to request, therefore, that you will please provide 
them, with all possible speed, with the necessary water and firewood, 
and send them back to Colombo with a passport. 

I have, &c., 

J. G,. v^AN Anokleeck. 

Colombo, November 12, 1795. 


APPENDIX B. : 

[Percival’s Account of the Island of Ceylon,” 
pages 112 - 118 .] 

The English landed at Nigombo in February, 1796, when they made 
themselves masters of it without opposition. 

After the taking of Nigombo, General Stewart, with the 52nd, 73rd, 
and 77th regiments, three battalions of Sepoys, and a detachment of 
Bengal artillery, marched to attack Columbo. The road through 
which he had to pass presented apparently the most formidable 
obstacles. Those rivers which add so much to the beauty and richness of 
the country, and those woods which afford so much comfort to the 
traveller, presented so many bars to the march of an army, and 
opportunities to annoy it. For twenty miles the road may be con- 
sidered as one continued defile, capable of being easily defended 
against a much superior force. It was intersected by two broad, deep, 
and rapid rivers, and several smaller ones, besides ravines whose 
bridges had been broken down. Each side of the path through which 
our army marched was covered with thick woods and jungle, from 
whence the enemy had an opportunity of destroying their adversaries, 
without even being seen themselves. In such a situation General 
Stewart every moment expected an attack, and was exceedingly 
surprised, as* were ah the officers, at being suffered to pass thi’ough 
such a strong and difficult country without the smaUest opposition. 
Nothing can give a more striking idea of the degraded state to which 
the Dutch military establishments at Ceylon were reduced, than their 
suffering an enemy to advance unmolested in such circumstances. 

85—90 G 
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Neither want of skill or prudence on the part of the officers, nor want 
of discipline on that of the soldiers, could have produced such dis- 
graceful effects. It is only to the total extinction of public spirit, of 
every sentiment of national honour, that such conduct can be 
attributed. A thirst of gain and of private emolument appears to 
have swallowed up every other feeling in the breasts of the Dutchmen ; 
and this is a striking warning to aU commercial nations to be careful 
that those sentiments, which engage them to extend their dominions, 
do not obliterate those by which alone they can be retained and 
defended. 

If their unmolested march seemed unaccountable, the circumstances 
which followed still more surprised our British soldiers. The first 
obstacle which opposed itself to General Stewart was the Mutwal river 
at the distance of about four miles from Oolumbo, and here the enemy, 
who made their appearance for the first time, seemed determined to 
dispute the passage. Nature had done everything in her power to 
render their resistance effectual. The river was here half a mile broad 
and ran in such a direction as nearly to cut off and insulate for three 
or four miles, that tract of country which immediately presented itself 
to our army. A little neck of land on the south side afforded the only 
entrance to this tract, which from its strength was called the Grand- 
pass. A battery erected by the Dutch on the Oolumbo side commanded 
the passages, and General Stewart was of course obliged to halt. The 
army lay here for two days preparing themselves for a difficult enter- 
prise, when they were astonished to learn that the Dutch had thrown 
the guns of the battery into the river, evacuated the post, and retreated 
precipitately into the garrison of Oolumbo. The British at first 
doubted the truth of the intelligence, and then supposed it was a 
stratagem of the enemy to draw them across, and afterwards attack 
them with advantage. As no opposition, however, now presented 
itself on the other side of the river, it was resolved to carry over the 
army, which was speedily effected on rafts of bamboo, and a few boats 
from our ships lying at anchor off the mouth of the river. Our troops 
then encamped in a large grove of cocoanut trees, with a Malay village 
in front. The position was very advantageous, as the river from its 
winding course protected our right flank and rear, while the left was 
skirted by a very thick wood or jungle, which extended nearly to the 
Black Town of Oolumbo. Our ships, which lay at no great distance, 
were ready to furnish the army with everything necessary. It was of 
this last circumstance that the Dutch took advantage to excuse their 
pusillanimous conduct in abandoning such an excellent position. They 
said they were afraid of troops being landed from the ships between 
them and the fort of Oolumbo, and thus cutting off their retreat. But 
those who are acquainted with the situation of the country will look 
upon this as a very poor palliation of their cowardice ; as even 
supposing we had attempted to land troops between them and the 
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fort, a secure retreat was opened to them by the thick wood on the 
left, through which from our not knowing the ground, it would have 
been dangerous and improper for us to pursue them. 

Whilst our troops lay here, the Dutch sent out from Columbo a 
large party of Malays under the command of Colonel Baymond, a 
Frenchman, to attack us, which they did rather unexpectedly in the 
morning about daybreak. Our troops, however, particularly our 
flank companies under Colonel Barbut, gave them such a warm 
reception that they soon retired very precipitately and with great loss; 
their brave commander was mortally wounded, and died a few days 
after. The loss on our part was not material : and this was the last 
and only attempt made by the enemy to oppose us. 

Our army was now come to Columbo, the capital of the Dutch 
dominions in Ceylon, large, fortified, and capable of a vigorous defence; 
and here they seemed to have concentrated their resistance. Oii our 
appearing before it, however, a capitulation was immediately proposed, 
and in a few days after this important place was surrendered into our 
hands. To examine the causes which led to this unexpected conduct 
may be of use to our own nation, and the Commanders of our garrison 
abroad. 

Previous to the British troops appearing before Columbo, its 
garrison had been in some measure weakened by the loss of the Swiss 
Regiment de Meuron, which for along time had composed part of it. 
This regiment, upon the term of its agreement with the Dutch having 
expired a few months before G-eneral Stewart was sent against Ceylon, 
had transferred its services to our G-overnment ; and other troops had 
not hitherto been procured from Holland or Batavia to replace it at 
Columbo. The strength of the garrison was by this means impaired ; 
but the want of numbers was not its principal defect, as upon marching 
out after the surrender, it was found to consist of two battalions of 
Dutch troops, the French regiment of Wurtemberg, besides native 
troops ; forming in all a number fully equal to the force sent against it. 

The dissensions among both the civil and military officers of the 
garrison were a cause which more powerfully hastened its surrender. 
Those principles, which have produced so many convulsions and atro- 
cities in Europe, had also penetrated into this Colony, The Governor, 
M. van Angelbeck, was a very respectable old officer of moderate 
principles and a mild disposition. Many of those under him were, 
however, violent Republicans of the Jacobin party ; they declaimed 
against the Governor as a man of a weak mind, and wished to place in 
the government his son, whom they had gained over to their own princi- 
ples. The violence of this party had gone to an alarming height ; they 
had already begun to denounce their opponents ; and several respectable 
gentlemen would in all probability have fallen victims to their fury, 
had not the sudden arrival of the English at this critical moment 
rescued them from impending destruction. 
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The state of discipline in the garrison had also fallen into the most 
shamefhl disorder. Drunkenness and mutiny were carried to the great- 
est height. The old Governor has frequently declared at the tables of 
our officers, that he was in constant danger of his life from their 
mutinous conduct. He had resolved to defend the place to the last ; 
but such was the state of insubordination which prevailed, that he 
• could not by any means induce the Dutch troops, and in particular the 
officers, to march out against the enemy. Personal safety, an object 
scarcely ever attended to by our troops either by sea or land, seemed in 
them to overpower every sense of duty or honour. A few of them 
went to accompany the Malay troops on the expedition I have already 
mentioned ; but scarcely had they reached the gates of the Black 
Town when their courage evaporated, and they left the Malays to 
their fate. Not above one or two European officers met us in that 
action besides the brave Colonel Raymond, who was ashamed of being 
connected with such poltroons, and would have brought their conduct 
to public censure had not his death fallen a noble sacrifice to his sense 
of honour. 

This state of total insubordination, the violence of the Jacobin 
party, and the fear of an internal massacre, induced the Governor to 
enter into a private treaty for surrender with the English as soon as 
they appeared before the place. He let his troops, however, know 
that such a measure was in agitation ; but this produced no effect on 
their disorders, and he at length signed the capitulation without their 
knowledge, and I believe without their consent. Our troops were 
suddenly introduced into the fort, and had nearly entered before the 
Dutch were aware of it. They were found by us in a state of the 
most infamous disorder and drunkenness ; no discipline, no obedience, 
no spirit- They now began to vent the most hitter reproaches against 
the Governor, accusing him as the author of that disgrace which their 
own conduct had brought upon them ; and seemed in a tumultuous 
crowd determined to display a desperate courage when it was now too 
late. The Malay troops alone kept up any appearance of discipline. 
Even fchey, however, were led away by the contagious example of the 
rest ; and several of them, in concert with the Jacobin party among 
the Dutch, attacked the Governor’s house, and fired it with an intention 
to kill him, crying aloud that he had betrayed them and sold them to 
the English. Nor was it without much difficulty that the^e mutineers 
were compelled to evacuate the fort, and ground their arms. 

It was grateful to the heart of a Briton to behold the steady 
conduct and excellent discipline of onr troops on this occasion when 
contrasted with the riotous and shameful conduct of the Dutch 
soldiers. An officer who was an eye witness assured me that the Dutch 
soldiers went so far as even to strike at our men with their muskets, 
calling them insulting and opprobrious names, and even spitting upon 
them as they passed. This behaviour entirely corresponded with their " 
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former cowardice, and was equally despised by our countrymen. I 
have often since conversed on the subject with the Malay oflS.cers, who 
seemed to have embraced entirely the same sentiments with regard to 
it. They were all highly disgusted with the pusillanimous conduct of 
the Dutch, particularly in the affair at the Grandpass, where they left 
them without any assistance to fight by themselves. Their contempt 
for their former masters, and their admiration of the valour of our 
troops, has served to render the Malays our most sincere friends, and 
they are now formed into a steady and well-disciplined regiment in 
the British service. 

These facts with regard to the easy capture of Ceylon tend to throw 
the severest reflections on the Dutch garrison there ; but by no means 
serve to show that the enterprise on our part was not attained with the 
greatest danger. The opposition of even a very small body of men 
must have occasioned much diificulty and lo^ to us, however great 
General Stewart’s military talents, and however brave the troops he 
commanded. Nature, indeed, seems to have done everything in her 
power to secure the approaches to Oolumbo on this side. 


APPENDIX C. 

[Welsb.’s “ Military Reminiscences,” Vol. I., pages 26-40.] 

Trincomallbe. 

The harbour of Trincomallee, situated near the north-eastern 
extremity of the island of Ceylon, is one of the best in India ; it was 
defended by numerous works, and might have given us much trouble 
to take it, but fortunately the garrison were mostly quiet merchants 
and mechanics, who, by a protracted defence, would have hazarded 
their all for the bubble reputation, and therefore very speedily surren- 
dered. The troops destined for the conquest of the Dutch possessions 
on the western shore of the island, then assembled at Ramiseram, in 
January, .1796, consisting of three European and five native corps, 
under the command of Colonel Stewart,^ of his Majesty’s .72nd 
regiment. 


* Colonel Stewart was a very old and experienced officer, well known, 
and at that time much liked by the Madras army j he went by the fami- 
liar appellation of Old Bow.” Believed from the government of Ceylon, 
he afterwards became Commander-in-Chief at Madras, and returned to 
Emope in 1808. 
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Ramiseeam. 

This island, about ten or twelve miles long, and half that breadth, 
and which is situated ait the head of the gulph of Manaar, is separated 
from the mainland of the peninsula by a narrow ferry, and from 
Ceylon by Adam’s bridge and the island of Manaar. Its Pagodas, 
celebrated all over India for their sanctity, are at the eastern end of 
the island ; they are lofty, and in good repair, though of great anti- 
quity. The Brahmins have a neat little village in the neighbourhood, 
and there is a fine square stone tank, with a small island in the centre, 
luring the unwary to destruction, for its approach appears clear of all 
impediments. I had swam across to look at its images, and returning, 
carelessly allowed my legs to sink beneath me, when they were immedi- 
ately entangled in weeds, which pulled me under water two or three 
times ; until, at length, I tore them up from the bottom in the struggle, 
and reached the bank wfth great difficulty, dragging behind me several 
thin cords of many feet in length. Although it is not very likely that 
any of my readers may have occasion to try the same experiment, yet 
I could not resist the temptation of holding out a warning to those 
who might be led into a similar danger through similar inadvertency. 

Here, on very good ground, the troops were encampad as they 
arrived ; and about January 10, we took our final departure, in large 
open boats ; crossing under the bridge, as it is called, we coasted along, 
by Arepoo, Oalpenteen, &c., running on shore every evening, to cook 
and eat our diurnal meal, and sleep on the beach ; but without any 
shelter from the weather, which being particularly inclement, we 
generally had our clothes wet through all night, and dried during the 
day upon our bodies : experiencing both extremes in the course of the 
twenty-four hours. Our first rendezvous was NTegumbo, about thirty 
miles north of Colombo, then in the enemy’s possession. Our flotilla 
being drawn up in order, a landing was effected, and we found the 
works abandoned without resistance. Here, then, we landed our 
stores, camp equipage, <S:c., as also the fascines and gabions we had 
made, under the erroneous impression that we were not likely to find 
materials in Ceylon, the best wooded country in the world ; and I may 
as well anticipate the catastrophe, by remarking, that they were after- 
wards all served out to the Bombay Grenadier battalion, at Columbo, 
for firewood ! — the useless cost and labour being carried to the 
account of experience and geographical knowledge. Ueaving our boats 
to carry on the heavy articles, for which cattle could not be procured, 
the army marched by land, and arrived within four miles of Columbo, 
without meeting the slightest resistance, as it was not until after we 
had crossed a broad and rapid river that the enemy attempted to 
impede our approach. 

Columbo. 

Advancing at daylight, we crossed the great ferry, called Grand 
Pass, and forming on the other side, moved on, uncertain what recep- 
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tion we were likely to experience, when all of a sudden ' a peal of 
musquetry, and shower of halls, arrested our attention. A body of 
eight hundred or one thousand Malays, followed by Dutch troops, gave 
us this salutation, which being returned with interest, they immediately 
took to flight, leaving, amongst others, a Colonel mortally wounded on 
the ground. His remains were interred with military honours, and we 
took up our almost peaceable abode in the Pettah and environs, about 
two o’clock the next day : having, however, had a most ridiculous 
alarm during the night, which terminated fatally for one of our com- 
rades. Being with the advance-, I was posted in a thick grove, with 
one of the picquets for the night ; the next party to us was furnished 
by the Bombay Grrenadier battalion, in similar ground. All the 
sentries were loaded, and told to challenge distinctly any one who 
approached them ; and, if not satisfactorily answered, to fire at the 
object. The night was dark, and all had remained still, till towards 
morning, when suddenly, “Who comes there?” was bellowed out 
from the Bombay post, and immediately after the report of two 
musquets, followed by others, resounded through the grove. “ Pall 
in I fall in ! prime and load ! ” followed on our part, to which a dead 
silence ensured ; and then one of those uncertain pauses, the most 
trying to the nerves and patience of a soldier. Matters remaining in 
this state for some time, we ventured to enquire what had occurred to 
our comrades on the right, and found that a buffalo had suddenly 
advanced on two drowsy Ducks, and, not giving the countersign, was 
immediately fired at ; the remainder of the picquet turning out, loaded 
their pieces, and also commenced firing, when a shot from a better 
marksman than the rest killed one of our own sentries, and was even 
fired so close to him as actually to blow away a part of the poor 
fellow’s mouth. The fact was, that drowsiness had obtained such 
complete possession of the guard, that on their being thus suddenly 
wakened they were quite unable to recognise each other in the dark. 

Negociations having commenced between Colonel Stewart and the 
Dutch Grovernor-Greneral, van Angleback, we remained inactive for a 
few days ; when, on February 16, the whole of their possessions on 
the Island were ceded to us by capitulation, in trust for the Prince of 
Orange, and the fort was instantly taken possession of by our troops 
in his name, our corps, the 9th battalion of Native infantry, being 
detached to Point de G-alle, sixty miles south, to receive charge of and 
garrison that fortress. 


The Bombay army are generally designated “ perhaps from 

their Presidency being situated on a small island. The Bengalees are 
denominated “ Qui from a habit of exclaiming “ hocy liye ? ” “ who 
is there 1 ” to their domestics, when requiring their attendance ; and the 
Madrasees are designated by the appellation of “ from the circum- 

stance of always using a kind of hot soup, ycleped mulligatawny, literally 
pepper water, at their meals, particularly supper. 
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Columbo, the capital of the Dutch in Ceylouj is a place of consider- 
able consequence and strength, from its natural position as -well as 
from its works, which were numerous and in good condition. The 
fort, which is extensiye, contained many capital dwelling houses, 
including the G-overnor’s palace, which is a most superb building. The 
Pettahhad also several good houses, churches, &c., in it ; and in the 
place, altogether, were many respectable inhabitants. Without a 
chance of relief, it would have been madness to have held out : and by 
an early capitulation, private property was not only preserved, but all 
the different public servants obtained pensions from our Government. 
Oolumbo is also a place of great traffic by sea, the roadstead being 
extremely safe and commodious, particularly during the north-eastern 
monsoons. <• 
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